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1

AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION – SCIENTISTS. Extensive collection of letters and documents bearing signatures of European scientists, 
particularly astronomers, and especially those from Italy, Germany and France, the majority 18th and 19th Century, including: Christian Wolf 
(four autograph letters signed in Latin, to Eustachio Manfredi (2) and Johann Philipp Burggrave (2), 1725-1738, and an autograph sentiment), 
J.A. Euler (3, St Petersburg, 1788-1795, in French (2) and German), J.G. Garnier (6), Samuel de Sorbière (1653, describing ‘la route de ce 
nouvel Astre que nous commenceasmes d’observer le 19 dec. 1652’, and referring to Gassendi), G.A. Plana (4), Eustachio Manfredi (1731), 
J.W.A. Pfaff (15 letters, 1826-1832), J.C. Eisenschmidt (on an observation of one of Jupiter’s satellites), F.T. Schubert (St Petersburg, 1811, 
recording the installation of a quadrant), Giovanni Santini (2), O.A. Rosenberger (1826), Francesco Denza (4), J.E. Bode (3), Antonio Cagnoli 
(1787), Hermann Goldschmidt (5), Francesco Gaetani, J.K. Burckhardt (2, 1804 and n.d.), Werner Heisenberg (1932, to Bruno Rossi), Jacques 
Dominique, comte de Cassini, J.J. Littrow (3), U.J.J. le Verrier (3), G.B. Donati (2) and others, altogether approximately 145 pieces, in two 
boxes.

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000

q2

COMPENDIUM OF SCIENCE. Compendium of seven or more 
scientifc primers, covering arithmetic, cosmology (including on 
the armillary spheres), astronomy, horology (especially sundials) 
and physics, the frst beginning ‘Communis Aritmetice Elementaris 
Theoria et Praxis Demonstrata’, manuscript in a single eccentric 
Italian hand, late 17th century. Figures on 12 leaves plus 47 further 
fgures within the text, depicting planetary motion, sundials, the 
laws of physics etc. In Latin, 356 leaves, 197 x 130mm. Contemporary 
vellum boards, vellum ties (minor soiling to the binding, two ties 
lacking). 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0001}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0002}
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3

A COMPUTATIONAL CALENDAR for the calculation of the lunar month and of Easter, in Italian, manuscript on paper [northern Italy] 
1432.

290 x 215mm. A bifolium, containing a lunar calendar, beginning 1432 (f.1); a table for the calculation of Easter (f.2) and an explanatory note 
in Italian on how to perform the calculations (f.2v), the text beginning ‘In questo libro ne la faccia di rinpetto vedrai la tavola della luna in 
perpetua [...]’. (Perhaps part of a larger work, but complete in itself, creased and dampstained, repaired with white tape without loss to text or 
tables). Unbound.

An intriguing insight into the Renaissance fascination with Computus, the calculation of the calendar date of Easter based on received values 
of astronomical periods such as the 19-year luni-solar cycle and the Julian (solar) year. Although possibly part of a larger work, it seems more 
likely that the present manuscript was used by a budding ecclesiastical astronomer as a stand-alone practical aid.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0003}
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q4

COSMOLOGY. ‘Tractatus de coelo et 
mundo. Disputatio p[rim]a de mundo 
generatim inspecto’, manuscript treatise, 
[Italy, mid-18th century]. Mathematical 
tract on 19 pages (misbound), cosmological 
treatise on 129 pages with 32 full-page 
diagrams, 13 pages continuation of the same 
on 13 pages with 53 full-page diagrams, 
plus blanks. In Latin, in total c.246 pages, 203 
x 138mm, of which 85 full-page diagrams 
(repairs to fnal three diagrams). Modern 
half-vellum. 

A primer on cosmography, with tables of 
star charts, diagrams including an armillary 
sphere, several constellations, the Ptolemaic, 
Tychonic and Copernican systems, a world 
map, and volvelles for solar altitudes for 11 
given latitudes. 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

5

LAPLACE, Pierre-Simon, marquis de (1749-1827). Autograph 
manuscript signed, 19 December 1808, a detailed report on the work 
of Etienne-Louis Malus on double-refraction of light in crystalline 
substances, referring to huygens and newton, the paper also signed 
by the mineralogist René-Just Haüy; densely written on 3 pages, folio;
[with] autograph note (in 3rd person) to [the astronmer Jérôme] 
LALANDE, n.p., [3 May 1772], ‘M. Laplace est venû pour avoir 
l’honneur de voir Monsieur de la lande & pour s’informer De l’etat 

De sa santéÉ’, annotated by Lalande with the date and the note 
‘quand il fut de l’academie en 1773 il me declara la guerre d’une 
maniere indigne’, half page, oblong octavo;
and three other letters and documents comprising: an autograph list 
of administrative documents, Paris, 13 July 1792, one page, quarto; 
letter signed as minister of the interior to the administrators of the 
département de la Meurthe, Paris, [25 November 1799], discussing 
arrangements for the stud at Rosières, 3 pages, quarto; letter signed 
as chancellor of the Senate to Germain, marquis Garnier (as comte 
Garnier), president of the Senate, Paris, 30 May 1810, asking for 
paperwork to justify certain expenditure, two pages, folio.
 
Laplace’s substantial examination of the work by Etienne-Louis 
Malus (1775-1812) on double-refraction praises Christian Huygens’ 
experimental discovery of the laws of refraction (‘qui considerée 
comme un resultat de l’experience, peut estre mise au rang des plus 
belles decouvertes de ce rare genie’), which he considers Newton and 
his followers to have misunderstood because of their apprehension of 
light as formed of ‘undulations of etherised matter’ (‘... É. la lumière, 
qu’il supposoit formée par les ondulations successives d’une matiere 
etherée; cette hypothese sujette a de grandes diffcultés est sans doute 
la cause pour la quelle Neuton & la pluspart des phisiciens qui l’ont 
suivi, ne paroissent pas avoir justement apprecié la loi qu’huygens y 
avoit rettachée’). Malus’s paper effectively rewrites Huygens’s theories 
in analytical form.  

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0004}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0005}
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q6

NASIR AL-DIN TUSI (d.1274 AD): 
Kitab Al-Majisti [commentary on Ptolemy’s 
Almagest in 13 chapters]. Persian manuscript 
on paper, signed Rukn Al-Din bin Mahmud 
al-Katib al-Shirazi, known as ‘Ibari. Timurid 
Iran, dated 4 Rajab AH 896 [13 May 1491].

21 lines of black cursive script to the page, 
titles and important phrases picked out in 
red, text within gold, black and blue rules, 
with numerous tables and diagrams, some 
left blank, opening folio with illuminated 
headpiece, colophon signed and dated, 
various later added ownership notes, 
inserted leaf with Kevorkian’s handwritten 
note attributing the work to Abu al-Wafa 
Muhammad al-Buzjani. 259 leaves, 180 x 
99mm (text panel 121 x 55mm). Original gilt 
and stamped binding with paper decoupé 
doublures; slipcase.
Provenance: The Hagop Kevorkian 
Collection (no. 701; no. 1453).

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q7

NAVAL ARTILLERY. Manuscript 
instruction text, ‘Esercitio del canon per 
il necessario uso sopra le pub[bliche] Navi 
ristretto e coretto dal Tenente Francesco 
Bros.’, [Venice, 18th century]. In Italian, 
10 pages, 4to (197 x 140mm). Modern card. 
Provenance: Roberto Gabbani (bookplate).
 
A manual for a cannon exercises to be 
carried out by the Venetian navy stationed 
at San Marco, compiled by one of her 
offcers, giving the vocal instructions with 
corresponding explanations of the action 
required of the soldiers.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0006}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0007}
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8

OLBERS, Heinrich Wilhelm Matthias (1758-
1840). Ten autograph letters signed (one a postscript 
only) to J.H. Schroeter, H.W. Brandes, F.G.W. 
von Struve and to unidentifed recipients, Bremen, 
8 March 1788 – 9 September 1827, three including 
diagrams; with a related document. 

The earliest letter neatly combines Olbers’ twin 
preoccupations of medicine and astronomy: it 
begins by discussing his treatment of a case of 
persistent constipation, before discussing the 
question of a nebula in Perseus, which does 
not appear in either Bode’s celestial map or in 
Herschel’s index – Olbers includes a diagram 
showing its position, and asks his correspondent 
to observe it from his position in Lilienthal. In 
1789 Olbers writes to an unknown recipient about 
his lunar observations, specifcally calculations of 
the heights of the lunar mountains, including a 
diagram to demonstrate his approach: a second, 
undated letter, perhaps to the same recipient, 
pursues the same subject, with a further illustrative 
diagram. On 23 April 1791, Olbers discusses two 
scientifc instruments, including a mirrored sextant 
which he used for observing the solar eclipse on 3 
April; he also advances a jocular theory involving 

hypothetical inhabitants of the moon throwing a sphere to earth from the lunar atmosphere. A letter of 1810 discusses the local weights and 
measures used in Frankfurt and Bremen. Writing to H.W. Brandes in 1822, Olbers thanks him for ‘news of our mysterious comet’ (‘unserem 
rätselhaften Kometen’): he has been working on a joint paper with Schumacher on this, attempting to correct errors in Delambres’ table; he 
goes on to pass on a series of barometrical observations in Hanover, Altona and elsewhere. A letter of August 1823 also concerns barometric 
readings. In August 1824 he writes with great delight of W.G. Lohrmann’s lunar map, which he has compared with his own observations of 
the moon. Writing to the German-Russian astronomer F.G.W. von Struve in 1827, Olbers writes with similar admiration of the recipient’s 
recently-published catalogue of double stars.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q9

OPTICS. ‘Optica’, possibly authorial manuscript in 
an informal Italian hand, with some emendations, 
[17th century]. Title, preface and text in two parts, 
respectively comprising 13 and 10 propositions, 
30 full-page diagrams (numbered 1-32, lacking 
no. 14, nos 27-28 on a single page), depicting the 
eye and the ways in which images of objects are 
projected onto it. In Latin, 97 pages, 210 x 150mm. 
Contemporary speckled calf, title in gilt on spine 
(the binding rather worn, more so to the spine).

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0008}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0009}
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q10

OTTOMAN HISTORY — François Pétis DE LA CROIX (1653-1713). ‘Le Serail des Empereurs othomans’, [c.1670s-80s], contemporary 
manuscript copy, dedicatory epistle to the King [Louis XIV] subscribed as secretary to the Embassy in Constantinople, table of contents, preface 
and text in two books of 26 and 18 chapters. In French, 431 pages, 195 x 155mm, contemporary pagination (occasional soiling and staining). 
Contemporary red morocco gilt (minor loss and worming to bottom of spine); Modern slipcase. Provenance: probably the manuscript described 
as lot 18 in the sale of the Bibliothèque du feu M. T. de M., Drouot, 26 April 1897.
   
A detailed description of the Ottoman Harem by a young French traveller. The dedicatory epistle tends rather to diminish the splendours of the 
Harem and its inhabitants in relation to those of Louis XIV and the Louvre. The text itself describes the Harem’s position and architecture, its 
inhabitants from the gardeners to the eunuchs, its rules and discipline and its various activities; the second book is devoted to the women of the 
Harem, and to its kitchens and stables. The son of the Arabic interpreter at the French court (an offce he was to inherit in 1695), De la Croix 
was sent to Constantinople in 1670 at the age of 17 in order to study the languages of the Levant. He was the author of a volume of memoirs 
relating to Turkey, conserved in manuscript at the BnF (Français 6094), which includes a dedicatory epistle to Louis XIV dated 26 March 1682, 
and published a number of volumes of Orientalist tales in later life, as well as editing the posthumously-published travels of Jean Thévenot 
(see Koç I, p.123). The copyist’s hand of the present manuscript changes after p.336, and the pagination jumps to p.346, although the text is 
apparently continuous.  

£5,000-8,000 $6,200-9,900
 €5,800-9,200

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0010}


14

q11

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. ‘Philosophia mentis et sensuu[m] s[ecun]dum utramque methodum pertractata; scholastice scilicet et 
experimentaliter’, manuscript treatise, [?Italy], 1761. The frst 57 pages focusing on logic and ontology, the following 234 pages dedicated to 
critical introduction to philosophy, scattered illustrative diagrams including one showing the Porphyrian tree on a fold-out. In Latin, c. 294 
pages, 205 x 150mm (damp staining to the fnal third of the manuscript). Contemporary card. 

The author of the present text may have taken inspiration from Philosophia mentis et sensuum (1696), a printed edition of a lecture series 
dedicated to Aristotelian philosophy and experimentalism by the Jesuit Giovanni Battista Tolomei (1653-1726).

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0011}
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q12

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. ‘Elementi 
di fsica’, manuscript treatise, [Italy, early 
19th century]. Opening with an overview 
of the metaphysical properties of matter – 
extension, infnite divisibility, fgurability, 
impenetrability, and so on – a note on 
chemical affnities, and the properties of 
different chemical elements, before moving 
on to a treatment of the natural elements, 
meteorology, and celestial bodies. In Italian, 
334 pages, 270 x 190mm. Quarter calf card 
covers.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0012}
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q13

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. ‘Physice Generalis ... Physice Particularis’, manuscript treatise, [?Italy, 18th century]. The frst 278 pages covering 
natural philosophy, including the Cartesian, Newtonian and Peripatetic schools of thought, and including one diagram of Descartes’ plenum 
vortices copied from his Principia philosophiae; the second part of the text, ‘Physice Particularis’ (pp. 279-446), a treatise on the properties and 
behaviour of water, including diagrams, some with watercolour. In Latin, 446 pages, 215 x 160mm, (apparently incomplete: a few pages excised). 
Contemporary vellum.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0013}
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q14

PHYSICS AND ENGINEERING – ?Achille Visconti (1836-1911). Manuscript compendium on physics and engineering, [?Milan, late 
19th-early 20th century]. Illustrated with drawings of scientifc equipment and machine models. In Italian, c. 256 pages, 255 x 200mm. Half calf 
(spine defective).

Attributed to Achille Visconti, perhaps the same prosector of Milan’s Ospedale Maggiore who frst discovered the lung condition silicosis, the 
present volume covers subjects ranging from barometers to the refraction of light, fully illustrated with neat sketches and a particularly charming 
pen and wash drawing of a hot air balloon.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0014}
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PONTECOULANT, Philippe Gustave le 
Doulcet, comte de (1795-1874). Nine autograph 
letters signed to the editor of the journal Pour 
et Contre, the editor of the Revue Scientifque, 
the printer Mr Bachelier, Mr Bouvard at the 
Observatoire de Paris and other recipients, 
Paris, Chateau de Pontécoulant, Condé-sur-
Noireau and n.p., 13 July 1830 – 2 January 
1852. [Together with] 21 autograph letters 
signed by his brother, the encyclopaedist and 
musicologist Louis Adolphe le Doulcet, comte 
de Pontécoulant, 1838-1853, with fve related 
documents.

The earliest letter, to a journal editor in 1830, 
reiterates Pontécoulant’s support (at a sitting of 
the Académie) for the theories of Pierre-Simon 
Laplace on the stability of the solar system, in 
opposition to to a critique by Louis Poinsot. In 
1838, writing from the country, Pontécoulant 
asks for news of the scientifc world, particularly 
in relation to a dispute between Poinsot and 

Poisson – ‘j’aime beaucoup ces querelles quand je n’y suis pas mêlé…’. A letter of June 1840 again concerns a controversy at the Académie. In 
1840 whilst returning some books to Bouvard at the Observatoire, Pontécoulant announces the conclusion of his lunar observations (‘j’ai enfn 
à peu près terminé avec la lune’), mentioning his debt to Poisson. The remaining letters are chiefy concerned with the provision of articles 
about astronomy for the encyclopaedias: the letters by his brother, Comte Adolphe de Pontécoulant, also principally concern his prolifc 
production of encyclopaedia articles, including some on astronomical subjects.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

16

QUETELET, Adolphe (1796-1874). Fourteen autograph letters signed and one letter signed to André-Marie Ampère (1), to the editor Eugène 
Arnoult (8), to P.H.L. von Boguslawski (at the Breslau observatory), to A. Dinaux and to unidentifed recipients, Brussels, 16 July 1826 – 30 
August 1867 (the letter to Ampère rather worn at the outer margin).

The letter to Ampère, in 1826, hastens 
to send him additional copies of ‘votre 
excellent mémoire sur l’électrodynamique’, 
complimenting him also on ‘vos belles 
découvertes dans les sciences physiques et 
mathématiques’, asking for his opinion on 
Arago’s recent research into ‘le magnétisme par 
rotation’ and concluding with the announcement 
of the construction of an observatory at Brussels, 
with himself at its head. A series of letters to 
Eugène Arnoult (editor of L’Institut) accompany 
dispatches of scientifc publications from 
Brussels, especially the bulletins of the Académie 
royale, encouraging Arnoult to report them in 
his journal; a letter of 1836 corrects a series of 
thermometer readings in an article; one of 1850 
refers to his observations of shooting stars. The 
letter signed to Boguslawski acknowledges a 
scientifc work sent to the Académie royale.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0015}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0016}
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q17

SCATOLOGY. ‘Merda est salus hominis...’, manuscript on paper, [Italy, 19th century]. Discourse in the form of a mock-address to a learned 
society, retracing the ancient and noble origins of defecation, its cultural assocations and health-giving benefts. Engraved frontispiece depicting 
a male fgure with enlarged phallus on a latrine, preface and discourse in two parts. In Italian, 28 pages, 153 x 82mm. Black roan, in a black roan-
backed box. Provenance: Roberto Gabbani (bookplate).

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0017}
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SCHIAPARELLI, Giovanni Virgilio (1835-1910). Nine autograph 
letters signed to [Federico Millosevich] (1) and to unidentifed 
recipients (one to a professor, six to an unnamed colonel, later a 
general), Milan and n.p., 29 September 1865 - 11 January 1910. In 
Italian, approximately 12 pages, quarto and octavo. With fve visiting 
cards bearing autograph annotations. 

A letter to an unidentifed professor, 3 September 1882, refers to 
the frst publication, four years earlier, of Schiaparelli’s magnum opus, 
the observations of Mars, as well as to other scientifc publications. 
Writing to the mineralogist Federico Millosevich in 1910, only six 
months before his death, Schiaparelli expresses the hope that he will 
be able to complete his work on Mars, as he has on the double stars, 
before old age takes its toll: ‘Vorrei riuscire a concludere in forma 
regolare i miei lavori su Marte come ho concluso quelli delle stelle 
doppie’. The earliest letter, to Schiaparelli’s military correspondent, 
offers to send a large triangulation map of Europe, and reports on 
the limited progress made by an international scientifc commission; 
the letter ends with a note on units of measurement in astronomy. In 
1869, to the same recipient, Schiaparelli points out a statistical error 
in polygon compensation. In 1877, a further letter discusses the use 
of lunar distances in navigation and for astronomers. The remaining 
letters refer to adjustments to an aneroid and other equipment.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

19

SCHUMACHER, Heinrich Christian (1780-1850). Two autograph 
letters signed, one letter signed and four secretarial letters (one a 
carbon copy) to various recipients including the French astronomer 
François Arago (1), Eugène Arnoult and the editors of the Journal de 
l’Institut in Paris (2) and others, Altona, Woolwich and Copenhagen, 
23 April 1811 - 14 March 1839. In French, English (1) and German 
(1), together 3 pages, quarto, in autograph and 6 pages, 4to, in other hands. 

In a long letter letter signed in English (1817), Schumacher urges 
a British offcial to support the extension of his triangulation of 
Denmark through the kingdom of Hanover so that, linking up with 
‘Thuringian and Bavarian Triangles’ it would create ‘a continual 
meridian arc down from the upper point of Jutland to Switzerland’. 
In the autograph letter to François Arago (1826), he informs him 
that he is to be awarded the Order of Dannebrog by the Danish king 
(Frederick VI). An autograph letter of 1811 concerns the rank of 
almoner (‘aumonier’) in the Alamanac of the kingdom of Denmark; 
the remaining letters concern the ordering of heliotropes and other 
instruments, of journals and other matters. 
The geodetic survey of Denmark, referred to in the 1817 letter, was 
Schumacher’s greatest achievement. 

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0018}
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SECCHI, Angelo (1818-1878). Seven autograph letters signed (one incomplete, lacking conclusion) to the astronomer Pietro Tacchini (1), the 
French chemist Jean-Baptiste Dumas (1), Alessandro Piancastelli (2), and other recipients, Rome, 1 April 1859 - 27 January 1877. In Italian and 
French (1), together 20 pages, octavo and quarto; with 5 later copies of letters to Piancastelli, and one document addressed to Secchi, 1878. 

In the letter to Tacchini (1871), Secchi discusses a group of observations he has recently sent, mentioning his planned recalibration of his 
instruments and asking for Tacchini’s recent observations of the sun. Writing to Jean-Baptiste Dumas (perpetual secretary of the Académie des 
Sciences in Paris) in 1877, he refers to the dispatch of his catalogue of coloured stars, comparing it with Schjellerup’s equivalent catalogue, and 
mentioning some recent observations. The letters to Piancastelli, an amateur astronomer, advise him on equipment and reference works and 
comment on some of his observations. The incomplete letter, to an unidentifed recipient, includes three small sketches of parts of instruments. 
A Jesuit, and head of the observatory at the Roman College from 1850 until his death, Secchi made signifcant contributions in many areas of 
astronomy, including astronomical spectroscopy and stellar classifcation.                   (12)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0020}
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q21

SUNDIALS. A collection of sundial and horology ephemera, 17th- and 18th-century, comprising: a sheet with an engraving of an horary 
quadrant (the hour lines pinpricked to transfer the projection), Parma, 1601, and a projection for a pillar dial, Parma, 1608 (one page); a 
manuscript calendrical volvelle; an engraved quadrant for a surveying  square; a manuscript treatise on sundials (15 pages); a partial manuscript 
planetary table (12 pages); an annotated manuscript diagram for the use of a shadow square (one page); a manuscript table of calendrical data 
(one page); a manuscript diagram of a sundial construction (one page); a leaf of manuscript astronomical calculation; 7 manuscript discs for a 
volvelle; a manuscript calendar of saints days (17 pages); and two manuscript projections for pillar dials.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
€1,800-2,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0021}
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q22

SUNDIALS. ‘Dell Origine dell Hore Planetarie’, computational manuscript, [Italy, 18th century]. With a three-disc volvelle for planetary 
hours fxed to rear board. In Italian, 15 leaves, 222 x 158mm. Contemporary card.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
€2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0022}
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q23

HOROLOGY. Fra Giovanni Battista Bergamasco, ‘Gnomonica Bergomensis’, manuscript treatise on the art of constructing sundials, Todi, 6 
July 1696. Decorated title page with a floral border in watercolour, introductory text by the Capuchin friar Fra Giovanni Battista, including a 
dedication to St Francis (ff.1v-2), three pages of instructive text on using the manuscript to make a sundial (ff.2v-3v), and 90 leaves of diagrams 
corresponding to the degrees in each quarter of a sundial. In Italian, c. 96 leaves, oblong 4to (210 x 157mm).  18th-century calf-backed boards, 
recovered more recently with pink paper. Original clasps.

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0023}
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An elegantly decorated manuscript with a practical function: the present text, written by a Capuchin friar from Bergamo, allows the reader 
to mark out the shape of a sundial on any wall or floor degree by degree, using the diagrams giving the relevant measurements. The city of 
Bergamo has a long gnomonic tradition: in the Palazzo delle Ragione is still preserved the 18th-century analemmatic sundial designed by 
Abbot Giovanni Albrici (1743-1816) in 1798. The present manuscript, created a century before this, reflects the historical association between 
religious houses and the study of such matters.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q24

SUNDIALS – Pietro BORRANI. Contemporary manuscript, ‘Disertazione sopra il retrocedimento dell’ombra solare su l’orologio di Acaz letta 
nell’adunanza letteraria dei SS.i Accademici Infecondi di Prato nel’giorno 26 di Agosto dell’Anno 1772’, [Italy, likely Prato, c.1772].  In Italian, 
160 written pages, 233 x 190mm. Contemporary vellum (edges bumped). 

A manuscript copy of a paper on sundials given in 1772 by Pietro Borrani at the literary Accademia degli Infecondi in Prato: the ‘dial of Ahaz’ 
is perhaps the earliest name given to a sundial, found in the Old Testament. Variance from the text published in 1773 suggests the present 
manuscript is an early copy of the paper given the year before. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0024}
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q25

SUNDIALS – Eugenio CAMUSSO (transcriber). ‘Teoricopractica degli orologi solari É Tom.1’, autograph manuscript, 1828, a compendium 
of texts by various authors, on the subject of sundials. Illustrated title, text in four ‘volumes’ (bound as one), illustrated with approx. 84 fgures 
drawn within the text and a quantity of tables, index. In Italian and French, 234 pages, 320 x 210mm (minor ink acidifcation, more marked to 
title). Vellum-backed boards. 

Camusso (or Camus), who describes himself as a native of Cavour (Piemonte), attributes the texts in his four ‘volumes’ respectively to the 
17th-century friar Girolamo Cantoni, to a certain Luigi Terzi, to the 16th-century Carthusian Giambattista Vimercato and to a certain 
Professor Rivard of Paris.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0025}
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q26

SUNDIALS. Manuscript instructions on sundial construction with table of latitudes for European cities, [Italy, 18th century]. In Latin, text on 
9 leaves, 212 x 160mm, with fve diagrams, one of which folding. Modern card. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0026}
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q27

SUNDIALS. ‘Incominciano gli horiolo verticali declinanti di a levante di X in X.G. sino Al, Vero levante tutti Al.P. Quaranta tre e mezzo et 
in prima di quleoo che declina gradi X’, manuscript treatise, [Italy, early 18th century]. Title, construction diagrams and projections for vertical 
sundials at various latitudes. In Italian, 74 leaves, 331 x 232mm. Modern half-vellum with marbled paper-covered boards.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0027}
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SUNDIALS – PAPER INSTRUMENTS. Comprising: a large folded bifolium (423 x 552mm) illustrated with construction diagram for a 
sundial with explanatory text; a graduated paper quadrant; a hand-coloured 32-point compass rose; and a four-point card compass rose, [all 
Italy, 19th-century].

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0028}
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q29

SUNDIALS – Domenico LUCHINI (d.1737). ‘Practica compendiata, e facilessima per la costruzione degli orologi solari’, apparently authorial 
manuscript, with frequent cancellations, emendations and insertions, some on inserted slips, [Rome], 1730. Title, introductory letter and 
explanatory text on 141 pages, catalogue of cities with their latitudes on 5 pages, and series of 16 extensive tables for the calibration of Italian 
sundials and lunar dials at the different degrees of latitude, of azimuths and other astronomical measurements, on 370 pages, index, and fgures 
of sundials eight pages. Altogether approximately 535 pages, variable sizes, approx. 275 x 200mm. Contemporary leather-backed boards (rather 
rubbed). 

The author, a native of Pesaro, was a benefced clergyman at St John Lateran in Rome, where he died in 1737: he published another work on 
sundials, Trattenimenti Matematici, at Rome in the same year as the present work, and also contributed to the calendar of the Thesaurus sacrorum 
rituum (Rome, 1738). 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0029}
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q30

SUNDIALS – Angiolo Maria COLOMBONI (1608-1672). ‘Practica Gnomonica’, partial manuscript copy of the frst edition of 1669, [1st 
half 18th century]. Title, contents, text (copying the ‘Libro Secundo’ only) on 73 pages, tables on 101 leaves (reproducing only the tables 
for latitude (‘Altezza del Polo’) of 45 degrees), fgures on 20 leaves (13 folding, two of these split through at folds), interleaved with ‘Modo 
di servirsi del presente Istromento’ (2 leaves), a note of the authors and a collection of mottos (1 f.) and ‘Regole generali’, concluding with 
miscellaneous supplementary notes on sundials and other matters, dated 1715, 1720, 1734 and 1739. Altogether approximately 175 leaves, 200 x 
145mm (old dampstain affecting lower outer margin of scattered leaves). Card covers (somewhat soiled).

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0030}
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SUNDIALS. ‘Regulae sive numeri Pro solariis horologiis’, manuscript, mid-17th century. Text on 3 leaves, tables of latitude and of the Italian 
hours on 3 leaves, tables for calibration of sundials on 264 pages, 19 fgures of sundials throughout the text (one loosely inserted), the endpapers 
and text enthusiastically annotated by a contemporary hand, including the addition of tables and fgures. In Latin, altogether approx. 318 pages, 
133 x 90mm. Contemporary sheep (worn).

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0031}
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SUNDIALS. ‘Reloxes’, manuscript treatise, Convento de San Francisco, Marbella, 5 November 1610. Title page, facing a sonnet on astrology, 
opening a treatise on the use and manufacture of sundials ‘orizontales y verticales’, with many illustrative diagrams, 12 of these full-page. In 
Spanish, 109 pages, 205 x 150mm, (some water-staining, chiefy to the outer margin, scattered ink acidifcation of the text). Contemporary 
vellum (darkened, lacking ties).  Card chemise and slipcase.

The anonymous friar who likely authored this illustrated handbook on gnomonics offers the reader a thorough treatment of both horizontal 
and vertical sundials, their fabrication, and use according to the compass point in which they face, with explanations for the use of gnomic 
triangles, and for the zodiac signs in drawing declination arcs. Instructive ink diagrams illustrate the text: among the most attractive are the 
designs for the construction of different types of dial. 

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0032}
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TUSCANY – ?San Gimignano. ‘Libbro di memorie appartenenti al presepio 1750’, manuscript by Sister Metilde Benvenuti, custodian of the 
presepio (crib) in an unidentifed abbey [Tuscany, ?San Gimignano], 1750-1769. Pasted-in engraving of the Holy Family, preface decorated with 
devotional symbols in liquid gold and red, ‘Inventario’ of the clothing and jewels of the crib, and ‘Memorie di t[ut]to quello, che e diminuito 
ed accrescuito al Santo Presepio doppo, che è in mia Custodia’, a chronological account from 1733 to 1750, with additions up to 1769. In 
Italian, 39 pages, 174 x 125mm. Original vellum, vellum ties, title in manuscript on upper cover (the ties somewhat defective). 

A detailed devotional account of the custody of a presepio in a Tuscan convent. References to Lucca, Florence and the diocese of Volterra 
indicate a localisation in Tuscany, whilst the identifcation of two successive confessors of the convent with canons of the collegiate church in 
San Gimignano indicate that the foundation was within or close to that town – perhaps the Augustinian convent within San Gimignano itself.   

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0033}
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A WATCHMAKER’S ARCHIVE, comprising designs for watch and clock mechanisms, [Paris, c.1869-c.1924]. Including design drawings, 
mostly in multiple, often with written specifcations, for mechanisms including: watch chimes, perpetual motion, remontoire, alarm clock, 
metronome, platines (the plates that bear the movement parts of a watch) and many others, along with some designs for clocks (pendulums, 
fgures for a clockface). In French, c.140 items in total: the designs almost exclusively on re-used pieces of paper of all sizes and in one notebook 
(30 pages, 131 x 95mm). Card covers, titled ‘Watchmaking Notes/ Geneva 1825’. 19th-century ex-libris of Léon Leroy; inscribed on fyleaf 
‘Louis Ferriere 1825’. Slip folder.

An extensive collection of intricate designs – compiled by an horologist identifable as one Benjamin Dentan of Paris – which offers an insight 
into the inner workings of French watchmaking at the turn of the 20th century.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0034}
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ALBANI, Annibale (1682-1751). Menologium Graecorum, in Greek 
and Latin. Urbino: Antonio Fantauzzi, 1727. 

3 volumes, 2° (408 x 260mm). Half-titles to each volume, engraved 
frontispiece in vol. I, titles in red and black with engraved arms of 
Pope Benedict XIII, 430 engraved illustrations, engraved head- and 
tailpieces, text in parallel Greek and Latin. (Some faint spotting 
throughout, a few short marginal tears, occasional light fnger-
soiling.) Contemporary vellum (small wormholes at spines, a couple 
of joints just starting, occasionally lightly rubbed and stained). 
Provenance: armorial bookplate.

first edition of this important religious work, collecting and 
illustrating the lives and martyrdoms of the Greek saints.                   (3)

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q36

AVICENNA (980-1037). Liber canonis. De medicinis cordialibus. 
Venice: Giunti, 1562. 

2 volumes, 2° (355 x 240mm). Woodcut device on title, colophon 
and index, 6 woodcut illustrations. (Title re-cornered, some 
worming and dampstaining throughout, light soiling to a few leaves, 
a few short marginal tears, several leaves with adhesion, pencil marks 
to colophon.) Later vellum preserving much of the contemporary 
vellums sides (some dampstaining). 

Avicenna was an Arabian physician and philosopher who ‘had 
perhaps a wider infuence in the eastern and western hemispheres 
than any other Islamic thinker’ (PMM). Liber canonis, his voluminous 
medical encyclopaedia, presents a comprehensive account of Muslim 
medical knowledge of his time, tracing its origins to the teachings of 
Hippocrates, Galen and Aristotle. NLM/Durling 387; cf. Norman 
1590; PMM 11.                   (2)

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0035}
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BLEGNY, Nicolas de (1652-1722). Le bon usage du thé, du caffé et du 
chocolat. Paris: Estienne Michallet, 1687. 8° (150 x 80mm). Engraved 
frontispiece, 13 full page engravings. (Some light dampstaining.) 
Contemporary calf (somewhat rubbed, splitting to upper joint). 
Provenance: gift inscription dated 1791.

[LA ROQUE, Jean (1661-1745)]. Viaggio nell’Arabia felice per l’Oceano 
Orientale, e lo stretto del mar Rosso, fatto la prima volta da’ francesi negli 
anni 1708. 1709. e 1710. Con la relazione particolare d’un Viaggio dal 
porto di Moka alla corte del re a Temen. Venice: Sebastian Coleti, 1721. 
12° (165 x 90mm). Folding engraved map of Yemen, two folding 
engraved plates. (Some spotting and marginal staining.) Modern 
pasteboard (lightly soiled).                   (2)

£1,000-2,000 $1,300-2,500
 €1,200-2,300

q38

BUONANNI, Filippo (1638-1723). Musaeum Kircherianum. Rome: 
Georgio Placo, 1709.

2° (360 x 235mm). 173 engraved plates, of which 2 folding. 
(Lacking portrait plate, dampstain to corner of frst 13 leaves, some 
light spotting.) Contemporary vellum, raised bands (chipped at 
extremities). Provenance: ‘Di Jerolamo Cassina’ (inscription on front 
free endpaper) — Alberto Lualdi (bookplate).

first edition of this important and richly illustrated catalogue of 
items in the collection of Athanasius Kircher. ‘Kircher, like his 
contemporary Henry Ashmole, was a collector of curiosities. He 
was in an excellent situation, at the hub of the Jesuit order, to gather 
relics, specimens, manuscripts, and any oddities or rarities his fellow 
Jesuits brought back to Rome from all parts of the world’ (Merrill, 
p.xxvii). Interestingly, though this copy lacks the portrait, it has one 
more plate than the 172 called for by Nissen. Caillet 5784; Nissen 
ZBI 2198; Wellcome II, 271.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0037}
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BORELLI, Giovanni Alfonso (1608-1679). De motionibus naturalibus. Reggio Calabria: Domenico Ferri, 1670.

4° (228 x 154mm). Half-title, woodcut device on title, woodcut diagrams in text. (A few minor stains, some light fnger soiling, occasional 
small marginal tears.) 18th-century mottled calf, spine gilt (small wormholes in spine, foot of spine lightly rubbed).
 
FIRST EDITION of Borelli’s important treatise on the nature of liquids, in which Borelli ‘argues against positive levity, discusses the 
Torricellian experiment, takes up siphons, pumps, and the nature of fuidity, tries to understand the expansion of water while freezing, and deals 
with fermentation and other chemical processes’ (DSB II, p.311). Like his De vi percussionis (1667), this publication is an important introduction 
to his greatest work De motu animalium (1679). Riccardi I(i) 159.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0039}
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BOSCOVICH, Ruggiero Giuseppe (1711-1787). De Mercurii 
novissimo infra Solem transitu. Rome: Antonio de Rubeis, 1737. 

4° (270 x 190mm). Woodcut title vignette, one folding engraved 
plate. (Without fnal blank A8). Modern wrappers.
  
A RARE ASTRONOMICAL TREATISE on the transit of Mercury 
across the Sun occurring in November 1736. ‘Boscovich was perhaps 
the last great polymath to fgure in an important way in the history 
of science’ (DSB II, p.326). Riccardi I(i) 172.2. Not in Houzeau and 
Lancaster.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q41

CIRCIGNANO, Niccolò, called Pomarancio (d.c.1596). Ecclesiae 
militantis triumphi. Rome: Bartolomeo Grassi, 1585.

2° (262 x 187mm). Engraved title with two women on pedestals 
supporting a crown, 31 numbered engraved plates with captions 
and keys to the fgures, all hand-coloured and heightened in gilt, 
versos blank. (Some abrasion to title, soiling, staining, crudely 
repaired worming with minor losses, and marginal repairs affecting 
many plates, plates 8 and 9 bound out of order, fnal two plates 
partially detached.)  Late 19th-century roan-backed marbled boards. 
Provenance: plate 30 with short manuscript addition to the key.

Second edition, with contemporary hand-colouring, following the 
frst of 1583.  Several scenes of martyrdom are combined on each 
plate. As the title-page states, the engravings were by Giovanni 
Battista Cavalieri after Circignano’s frescoes in the church of Santo 
Stefano Rotondo in Rome. The Privilege of Pope Gregory XIII is 
not found on the title verso in this copy. BL/STC Italian Books p.185 
(1st edition); Brunet I, 1697; Cicognara 2008; Mortimer/Harvard 
Italian 126. 

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0040}
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DORAT, Claude Joseph (1734-80). Les Baisers, precedes du mois de Mai, poeme. The Hague and Paris: Lambert et Delalain, 1770. 

8° (210 x 142mm). Engraved frontispiece by N. Ponce, title in red and black with ‘feuron’ by J. Aliamet, engraved plate by Longueil, 22 
vignettes and 22 culs-de-lampe, all after C. Eisen apart from two culs-de-lampe after Marillier. Heading to each poem in red. Crimson 
morocco gilt by F. Bedford, covers with swagged rococco border made up of small tools, gilt spine compartments, gilt edges (joints rubbed). 
Provenance: Lucius Wilmerding (bookplate). 

first issue on ‘grand papier de Hollande’ of this ‘chef-d’oeuvre du XVIIIe siècle.’ The single plate has been seen as Eisen’s tribute to the 
Dauphin and Marie Antoinette, who were married in May 1770.  The pair are seen joining hands at the altar, with cupids holding wreaths and 
crowns above their heads. The other love scenes are erotic miniatures of remarkable brilliance, leading the Goncourts to call Eisen ‘the man 
of the infnitely small feminine nude, of the duodecimo nude.’ The beauty of the vignettes drew the word ‘ravissantes’ from Cohen/de Ricci. 
Cohen/de Ricci 308; Ray, French 31.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0042}
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FINELLA, Filippo (b.1584). De duabus conceptionis, & respirationis 
fguris, et de connexione inter eas, & fguram coelestem. Antwerp: Balthasar 
Moretus at the Plantin Press [Jacobi Gassari], 1650. Woodcut 
device on title, 3 woodcut diagrams in the text. [Bound with the 
same author’s:] De naturali phisonomia planetaria. Naples: Domenico 
Macarano, 1649. Woodcut portrait of the author, woodcut tailpieces. 
[and:] Speculum astronomicum, tripartitum, medicis necessarium, agriculturae 
& nauigationi valdè profcuum. Naples: typis Jacobi Gassari. 1649. 
Numerical tables and astrological diagrams, woodcut tailpieces. 
[and:] De revolutionibus annorum. Antwerp: typis Jacobi Gassari, 1650. 
Numerical tables and astronomical diagrams.

4 works in one volume, 4° (205 x 147mm). (Some browning to 
sections of second work, a few leaves torn at margins, occasional 
worming, minor spotting throughout.) Contemporary vellum 
with manuscript title along spine and faded inscription to lower 
cover (chipped at head and foot of spine, lightly soiled). Provenance: 
contemporary marginal annotations — Nicolo Rypdo — Marino 
Pirozzi (signatures on title page). 

first editions of four works by finella on physiognomy, 

palmistry, and astrology. An Italian-born scientist and playwright 
with an interest in alchemy and the relationships between human 
and celestial bodies, Finella is primarily known for his work on 
physiognomy in De naturali phisonomia planetaria. all first editions. 
Dizionario Biografco degli Italiani vol. 48 (1997); Riccardi I(i) 459.4, 
459.2, and 459.3.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q44

FOGGINI, Pier Francesco (1713-1783). Fastorum anni romani. Rome: 
Benedictus Francesius, 1779 [colophon dated 1780].

2° (423 x 281mm). Engraved title within elaborate decorative border 
depicting the months of the year, engraved portrait of Augustus by 
Robert Audennerd after Carlo Maratti, 7 engraved plates of which 
one folding, 10 engraved vignettes, folding table. (Tear to bottom 
margin of b4, minor repairs to bottom margin of frst 10 leaves 
including title, some light spotting, a few leaves slightly browned.) 
Contemporary half vellum (lightly rubbed).
 
An important archaeological work based on the fragments of a 
Roman calendar discovered and reconstructed by Foggini. Brunet V, 
1148.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q45

GOYA Y LUCIENTES, Francisco de (1746-1828). [Los Caprichos. Madrid: Real Academia, 1881-86].

Oblong 2° (243 x 330mm). 80 etched and aquatint plates, printed in sepia. (Spotting in a few plates, bottom left corners slightly bumped.) 
Original cream boards, etched self-portrait (plate 1) applied to upper cover (rebacked in green cloth, chipped at head of spine, extremities 
lightly rubbed).

The ffth edition, limited to 210 copies. Harris 67.

£5,000-7,000 $6,200-8,700
€5,800-8,100
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GUARANA, Jacopo (1720-1808). Oracoli auguri, aruspici, sibille, indovini della religione pagana. Venice: 1792.
 
2° (466 x 347mm). All engraved with frontispiece, title, 41 plates of mythological fgures by G. Zancon, G. A. Zuliani, A. Sandi, L. Porelato 
and others, one coloured, 38 plates of engraved text only. Manuscript index bound in. (Some occasional light fnger-soiling, short tear at 
bottom margin of plate 36, faint dampstaining in three plates at end). Contemporary quarter calf (some worming to spine, loss at head and foot, 
extremities rubbed). 

first edition. sbn calls for 40 plates whereas 41 are present here, all apparently in the one series. The manuscript index describes 38 plates, 3 
plates at the end having been inserted without the accompanying text after completion of the index. SBN calls for an overall total of 86 plates. 
Cicognara 4711.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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HERSCHEL, Caroline (1750-1848). Catalogue of Stars, taken from Mr 
Flamsteed’s Observations. London: the Royal Society, 1798.
 
2° (426 x 252mm). With errata leaf and engraved chart. (Occasional 
very light spotting, Bb1 torn at bottom corner.) Contemporary half 
calf (spine chipped, rubbed at extremities, boards lightly spotted, 
corners slightly bumped). Provenance: Royal Society of Edinburgh 
(ink inscription and stamp on title). 

first edition of this important astronomical work by Caroline 
Herschel, split into three sections, each with introductory remarks by 
her brother William Herschel. ‘Between 1786 and 1797 [Caroline] 
discovered no fewer than eight comets, thus earning a reputation as 
an astronomer in her own right’ (DSB VI, p.323). This publication 
was intended to be an index of the fve or six hundred stars observed 
by John Flamsteed (1646-1719) in his 1725 work ‘Historia Coelestis 
Britannica’ which had since ‘escaped the notice of those who framed 
the British Catalogue’. Her importance to the feld of astronomy 
was recognised in 1828 when she was awarded the gold medal of the 
Royal Astronomical Society.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q48

JANVIER, Antide (1751-1835). Des révolutions des corps célestes par le mécanisme des rouages. Paris: P. Didot, 1812.

4° (259 x 192mm). Half-title, engraved frontispiece and 8 folding plates by Leblanc. (Plates lightly spotted, text lightly and evenly browned.) 
Contemporary marbled calf, fat spine gilt in compartments, red morocco lettering-piece. Provenance: G. Bontemps (bookplate) – Léon Leroy 
(bookplate). 

first edition, revealing the continued efforts to solve the problem of celestial computation. Janvier, a watchmaker, frst provides a description 
of a mechanism left unfnished by Christian Huygens at his death. ‘To animate fatland, Galileo and the others [such as Janvier] constructed 
Jovilabes, nomogram-like computation devices that recounted orbits of Jupiter’s satellites’ (Tufte, Envisioning Information, p.98).

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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JARS, Gabriel (1732-1769). Voyages metallurgiques. Paris: Cellot & 
Jombert, 1774-1781.

4° (252 x 191mm). Half-titles in vols I and II as called for, 52 
folding engraved plates. (A few scattered stains, some occasional faint 
waterstaining on text and plates and some plates lightly browned in 
vol. I.) Modern quarter calf. Provenance: a few early annotations.

first edition with numerous detailed folding engraved plates. Gabriel 
Jars was probably the frst professional French metallurgist and ‘a key 
fgure in the modernization of industrial practices in his homeland. 
Touring the mines and factories of England and northern Europe, 
he gained frst-hand knowledge of the developing use of coke in 
the smelting of iron and his detailed reports and diagrams, some 
made under government auspices, hastened the industrial changed in 
France’ (Hoover). Brunet III, 516: ‘Ouvrage très estimé’; Hoover 452 
(title and imprint vary and are different here).

£1,800-2,500 $2,300-3,100
 €2,100-2,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0049}
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Kalendarium Gregorianum perpetuum. Venice: heirs of Melchior Sessa, 
1582.

8° (140 x 90mm). Printed in red and black, woodcut devices on title 
including a portrait of Pope Gregory XIII and woodcut on fnal leaf, 
woodcut initials and diagrams. (Some pages almost detached but still 
holding, light soiling). Modern boards.

One of the earliest hundred-year calendars to be based on the 
Gregorian reforms of the year 1582, and one of several editions 
printed in 1582. Houzeau and Lancaster 13771 (other editions 
printed in Rome, Venice and Tolouse).

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q51

KEPLER, Johannes (1571-1630). Eclogae chronicae ex epistolis 
doctissimorum aliquot virorum. Frankfurt: Johann Bringer for Gottfried 
Tambach, 1615.

4º (192 x 150mm). Woodcut title device and other ornaments, O4 
folding. (Title spotted and with stain at lower corner, second leaf of 
preface abraded on recto with loss of letters over a few lines, light 
browning.) Later boards with foral pattern, speckled edges (worn at 
spine and board edges). Provenance: A. Knorre (signature on title; a 
few corrections in his hand).

first edition. One of several works by Kepler on the subject of 
Christian chronology, it provides the text of his correspondence with 
the German musician and chronologer Seth Calvisius (1556-1615), 
the Jesuit Johannes Deckers, Markus Gerstenberger, and Herwart 
von Hohenburg. Prompted by his calculation of the year of Christ’s 
birth as 5 B.C. in De Jesu Christi ... vero anno natalitio (Frankfurt, 
1606), the letters not only discuss this issue but the period of Christ’s 
public activity, set by Kepler at two and a quarter years. BL/STC 
17th-century  German Books K-110.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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KETHAM, Johannes de (f. 1455-1470). Fasciculus medici[n]e[.] Praxis tam chirurgis quam etiam physicis maxime necessaria. Venice: Cesar 
Arrivabene, March 1522. 
 
2° (308 x 212mm). Double column in roman type. Title within woodcut rococco border, 10 full-page woodcut illustrations, 3- to 12-line 
woodcut foreated and historiated initials, publisher’s device on verso of H3. (Upper margins with small repairs throughout, C2 browned, 
without fnal blank H4.) Late 19th/early 20th-century half vellum and marbled boards, morocco spine label, uncut; red half leather clamshell 
case. 
 
a celebrated venetian book of medicine. Johannes de Ketham is now convincingly identifed as Hans von Kirchiem of Swabia, professor of 
medicine at Vienna, who used this collection of medical tracts for his lectures, and recommended them to his pupils. The collection named 
after him had already been in circulation since 1400, and was frst printed at Venice, 1491, by Joannes and Gregorius de Gregoriis; though also 
printed in Spain, it remained primarily a Venetian book. The cuts in this edition, in the manner of Mantegna, show human anatomy, a medical 
lecture, consultations with patients, and a portrait of Petrus de Montagnana. Deriving from the earlier Venetian editions, and most probably 
by the Poliphilo master, they included the earliest examples of anatomical illustration known to Choulant-Frank. Arrivabene also published an 
Italian translation in 1522. Choulant-Frank, p.115; NLM/Durling 2660; Essling 592; Sander 3753; not in Adams or BL/STC.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Phonurgia nova sive conjugium mechanico-physicum. Kempten: Rudolphus Dreherr, 1673. [Bound with:] 
Sphinx mystagoga sive diatribe hieroglyphica. Amsterdam: ex offcina Janssonio-Waesbergiana, 1676. [and:] Turris babel. Amsterdam: ex offcina 
Janssonio-Waesbergiana, 1679.

3 works in one volume, 2° (336 x 214mm). First work: half-title, additional engraved title, engraved vignette on title, engraved portrait of 
Leopold I, 2 full-page engraved plates and 17 engraved vignettes in the text, woodcut illustrations and diagrams in the text. Second work: half-
title, 6 engraved vignettes in the text, 1 full-page engraved plate, 2 folding plates. Third work: additional engraved title, woodcut device to 
title, 12 engraved plates of which 5 folding, several other engravings in the text. (First work without fnal blank Hh4, small marginal staining; 
second work with minor marginal repairs in half-title and K2-K3, lacking frontispiece, light browning; repair in one plate in third work, very 
occasional light spotting.) Contemporary speckled calf, spine gilt (restored at head and foot of spine, foot of upper joint just splitting).
 
first editions of works by kircher on acoustics, egyptology, and linguistics. Phonurgia nova ‘was the frst book published in Europe 
devoted entirely to acoustics’, describing Kircher’s claim to have invented the megaphone or ‘speaking trumpet’ and illustrating ‘many bizarre 
and curious inventions like talking statues, an Aeolian tuba and lyre, eavesdropping devices, and hordes of odd-shaped trumpets’ (Merrill). 
Sphinx details Kircher’s researches on a sarcophagus discovered in Egypt in 1672, while Turris babel studies the origin of languages. Caillet 5789, 
5793, 5795; Merrill 25, 27; Wellcome III, 396.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Ars magna sciendi, in XII libros 
digesta. Amsterdam: J. Janssonius van Waesberghe, 1669.
 
2 parts in one volume, 2° (368 x 240mm). Additional engraved title 
to each part, engraved portrait of Emperor Leopold I, one full-page 
engraved plate, 5 folding letterpress tables, numerous woodcuts in 
the text plus two tipped-in sheets of engraved moving parts, uncut 
and in original position. (Small rust-burn hole at fore-edge of frst 
6 leaves, worming in margins more severe to rear of volume, some 
browning and light spotting throughout.) Contemporary blindtooled 
pigskin, manuscript title on spine (lacking ties and clasps, lightly 
rubbed to extremities, some rust marks, small wormholes in lower 
cover). Provenance: Cologne: monastery of St. Pantaleon (inscription 
on engraved title) — Ecole Sainte Geneviève (stamp on title) — Dr 
Maurice Villaret (bookplate) – Librairie Alain Brieux (bookseller’s 
label). 

first edition of Kircher’s attempt to categorize ‘all knowledge under 
the nine ideal attributes or dignities of God’ (Merrill). ‘The Ars 
magna sciendi represents the seventeenth-century search for a universal 
language that would allow scientists and philosophers to describe and 
circumscribe all knowledge into a unifed system’. Brunet III, 666; 
Caillet II, 5771; Merrill 22.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q55

KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Turris babel. Amsterdam: ex 
offcina Janssonio-Waesbergiana, 1679.

2° (379 x 245mm). Additional engraved title, woodcut device 
on title, 12 engraved plates of which 9 folding, several other 
engravings in the text. (Some spotting, light browning and marginal 
dampstaining, loss to corner of S2, a few small tears.) Contemporary 
vellum (lightly soiled). 

first edition of this richly illustrated work on the origin of languages 
with a principal focus on examining the biblical story of the Tower of 
Babel. Caillet III, 5795; Wellcome III, 396.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Magnes sive de arte magnetica. Rome: Vitale Mascardi for Biagio Deversin and Zanobio Masotti, 1654. 

2° (316 x 215mm). Additional engraved title by F. Valentinus, title printed in red and black with engraved printer’s device, engraved portrait of 
Ferdinand IV facing dedication, 34 large engraved illustrations, woodcut illustrations, initials and head- and tailpieces, and music.  (Engraved 
title with small hole causing slight loss of image, some gatherings heavily browned, light spotting, a few margins with light waterstain.) 
Contemporary vellum (rebacked). Provenance: ‘ex dono Canonis Johannis’ (inscription on pastedown) – unidentifed armorial bookplate. 

Third edition, ‘the fnest and most complete of the three editions ... greatly enlarged by Kircher it contains many observations and experiments 
not in the two previous editions [of 1641 and 1643]; however, the subjects treated remain the same’ (Merrill). Caillet calls it ‘un des 
remarquables ouvrages de Kircher’ and notes that ‘Le chapitre qui traite du magnétisme musicale est remarquable’. Brunet III, 667; Caillet 5780; 
Ferguson I, p. 467; Krivatsy 6400; Merrill 6; Wellcome III, p. 394.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Iter exstaticum coeleste. 
Würzburg: J. A. and W. Endter, 1671.

4° (205 x 160mm). Additional engraved title, engraved arms of 
Joachim von Gravenegg on title verso, 12 engraved plates, 9 folding, 
woodcut head- and tailpieces. (Intermittent browning, small holes 
in a number of leaves including title and engraved title, some light 
marginal dampstaining.) Contemporary burgundy full morocco, 
double gilt fllet panel within gilt-rolled border, gilt foral corner-
pieces, central gilt arms incorporating crowned lion rampant with 
feur-de-lys, raised bands to spine, gilt compartments repeating 
lion motif, chevron design on fore-edges (neatly repaired, small 
wormholes in spine, lightly rubbed). 

First published in 1656, this curious treatise on astronomy takes the 
form of an ecstatic journey through the cosmos. Kircher, whose own 
astronomical views borrowed heavily from the theories of Copernicus 
and Tycho Brahe, here compares the merits of these and a number of 
other astronomical systems. The fgure of Theodidactus, representing 
the author in this text, can be seen being led through the celestial 
spheres by his guide Cosmiel in the additional engraved title. Brunet 
III, 667; Caillet III, 5776.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q58

KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Ars magna lucis et umbrae, in X 
libros digesta ... Editio altera priori multo auctior. Amsterdam: J Janssonius 
a Waesberge and haer. E. Weyerstraet , 1671.

2° (365 x 225mm). Engraved additional title by Pierre Miotte, 
engraved portrait of Johann Friedrich, Graf von Waldstein, by H. 
Bary, large folding engraved ‘Horoscopium Catholicum Societ. Jesu’ 
(tear repaired), engraved plate of constellations, 2 engraved tables, 
engravings and woodcuts in the text. (Additional title with small hole 
affecting the head of the anthropomorphic sun with old paper repair 
to verso, very small marginal tear to fold of ‘Horoscopium’ plate, 
variable browning throughout, heavily affecting gatherings 2D-2R, 
3V-3Z, leaves 4N2-3 bound in reverse order.) Contemporary 
speckled calf (worn and wormed, head and tail of spine defective, 
with later endpapers). 

Second, enlarged edition of Kircher’s great treatise on optics, 
covering subjects such as light, shadow, colour, refraction, projection, 
distortion and luminescence. It also includes early descriptions and 
illustrations of the camera obscura and magic lantern. Caillet 5770;  
Wellcome III p. 394.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0057}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0058}


58

q59

KNORR VON ROSENROTH, Christian (1638-1689, compiler 
and translator). Kabbala denudata seu doctrina Hebraeorum transcendentalis 
et metaphysica atque theologica. Sulzbach: A. Lichtenthaler, 1677-1678 
(vol. I), and Frankfurt: B.C. Wust (vol. II) for J.D. Zunner, 1677-
1678-1684.

2 volumes bound in 3, 4° (205 x 155mm). Hebrew, roman and 
italic types. Vol. I composed of 4 parts bound in 2 vols, engraved 
frontispiece and 16 folding cabalistic plates; vol. II composed of 4 
parts in one vol., with engraved frontispiece and folding cabbalistic 
plate, title printed in red and black. (A few minor marginal tears, 
occasional staining, spotting and browning.) Contemporary vellum, 
frst 2 vols uniform with title in gilt to spines, spine of vol. III lettered 
in ink (extremities rubbed). Provenance: vols I-II: Franz Lambert 
(bookplate) — Libreria Antiquaria Mediolanum (bookseller’s label); 
vol. III: ‘Liber Abbatie Werdinensis’ (early ink inscription on title) — 
Ex Bibl. Paulina Monast.’ (stamp on title).

first edition of a seminal work on the kabbala, ‘le plus complet, le 
plus exact, et le plus sérieux’ (Caillet). It was brought together by 
Knorr von Rosenroth, a Hebraist and ardent student of the kabbala, 
who saw in it proofs of the doctrine of Christianity. Complete with 
the rare part ‘Liber seu Port Coelorum’ and the ‘Adumbratio cabbalae 
Christianae’ appended at the end, which was printed by a different 
shop. A full collation is available upon request. Brunet III, 637; 
Caillet III, 5815; Wellcome III, 405.                   (3)

£1,800-2,500 $2,300-3,100
 €2,100-2,900

q60

LA CONDAMINE, [Charles Marie] (1701-1774). Mesure des trois 
premiers degres du meridien dans l’hemisphere austral. Paris: l’Imprimerie 
Royale, 1751.

4° (249 x 187mm). Engraved title vignette, 3 folding engraved 
plates, engraved headpieces. (Some marginal staining to frst two 
leaves including title, scattered spotting, label removed from front 
pastedown.) Contemporary mottled calf, gilt spine, edges stained red 
(a few small wormholes to spine, loss to spine label, some wear to 
upper cover). 

first edition. Chosen by the Academie des Sciences to join an 
expedition to South America, La Condamine embarked in 1735 with 
the aim of measuring an arc of meridian at the Equator and settling 
the controversy ‘between the Newtonians and the Cartesians over 
whether the earth was fattened or elongated at the poles’ (Norman). 
After great diffculties, the measurements were completed in 1743 
and ‘eventually proved the validity of Newton’s hypothesis’. Borba de 
Moraes I, 447; Norman 1249; Sabin 38483. 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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LA FONTAINE, [Jean de] (1621-1695). Contes et nouvelles en vers. Amsterdam [Paris: Barbou],1762.

2 volumes, 8° (177 x 116mm). Half-titles, engraved frontispiece portraits, title vignettes, 80 engraved plates after Eisen and over 50 culs-de-
lampe by Choffard, 4 further vignettes. (Occasional light spotting, a few leaves slightly browned.) Contemporary red morocco, spines gilt, 
green morocco lettering pieces. Provenance: A. Chauvac-Claretie (bookplate) — Henry Ormsby (bookplate). 

A handsome example of the celebrated ‘Fermiers généraux’ edition, commissioned by a group of wealthy tax collectors ‘determined that the 
book should be the best of its kind [É] Eisen’s eighty designs for La Fontaine are the liveliest and most adroit that he ever drew’ (Ray). His 
exquisite plates, engraved by the foremost engravers of the period, constitute the illustrator’s ‘chef-d’oeuvre’ (Cohen). Cohen/de Ricci 558; 
Ray, French 26.                   (2)

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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LA GALLA, Giulio Cesare (1576-1624). De phœnomenis in orbe lunæ novi telescopii usu a D. Gallileo Gallileo nunc iterum suscitatis, physica disputatio 
E Necnon de luce et lumine altera disputatio. Venice: Thomas Baleo, 1612.

2 parts, 4° (200 x 152mm). Woodcut title device, headpiece and decorative initials. (Lacks folding engraved table, title tipped onto front free 
endpaper, lower margins close cut, catch-letter on A3r partly cropped away, marginal waterstains, G2r with printing fault slightly affecting two 
lines.) Modern half vellum and blue marbled boards. Provenance: frequent marginal annotations and scoring in a contemporary hand (cropped 
by the binder).

first edition of a rare title in the Galilean controversy. La Galla was professor of philosophy at the Collegio Romano when Galileo went 
to Rome in 1611 to present his telescope and the discoveries made with it. He was given a number of opportunities to try the new eyeglass; its 
technical capabilities were not questioned in his tract, though scoffed at by other critics. However, as an Aristotelian La Galla refused to accept 
the irregularity of the moon’s surface, and he therefore questioned how the observations in Galileo’s Sidereus nuncius had been interpreted. He 
made useful reference to Galileo’s own annotations to the book, only published in volume III of the Opere complete (1842-56). The second part 
recounts a discussion about the nature of light that took place in Rome with Galileo, Cesi, G. De Misiana and G. Clementi. SBN lists only 
eight Italian libraries with holdings. RBH records its appearance in a bookseller’s catalogue of 1977 but no auction sale since 1932. BL/STC 
17th-century Italian Books I, p.463; Carli and Favaro 52; Cinti 38; Riccardi I(ii) 1; Vinciana Aut. Ital. del ‘600 1576: ‘rarissimo e importantissimo 
opuscolo’.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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LA HIRE, Phillipe de (1640-1718).  La 
Gnomonique ou Methodes universelles, pour 
tracer des horloges solaires ou cadrans sur toutes 
sortes de surfaces. Paris: Thomas Moette, 1698. 

12° (143 x 78mm). 10 engraved plates, 
including 8 folding. (Three plates very 
lightly waterstained, light even browning 
throughout most of text.) Contemporary 
sprinkled calf (joints cracked but cords 
holding, extremities quite rubbed). 
Provenance: Ernest Liouville (inscription on 
free endpaper). 

Second edition of this work discussing how 
to make sundials, frst published in 1682. 
Houzeau and Lancaster 11534.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0063}
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LAGRANGE, Joseph Louis (1736-1813). Méchanique analitique. Paris: Widow Desaint, 1788.

4° (244 x 193mm). Half-title, one woodcut headpiece. (A few gatherings lightly and evenly browned, occasional very light staining in margins.) 
Modern cat’s paw calf. 

first edition of lagrange’s foundation work on analytical mechanics. Lagrange’s masterpiece was an extension of Newton’s work on 
mechanics. In it he moulded theoretical mechanics into a system from which fundamental equations describing the motions of any systems 
of bodies could be derived. To achieve this Lagrange combined the principle of virtual velocities with d’Alembert’s principle. He thereby set 
down the principle of virtual velocities as applied to mechanics. In his preface, Lagrange draws attention to the absence of diagrams in the book, 
which he believed the lucidity of his own presentation had rendered superfuous. ‘With the appearance of the Méchanique analitique in 1788, 
Lagrange proposed to reduce the theory of mechanics and the art of solving problems in that feld to general formulas, the mere development 
of which would yield all the equations necessary for the solution of every problem... [it] united and presented from a single point of view the 
various principles of mechanics, demonstrated their connection and mutual dependence, and made it possible to judge their validity and scope’ 
(DSB). Dibner, Heralds 112; Grolier/Horblit 61; Norman 1257.

£6,000-9,000 $7,500-11,000
 €6,900-10,000
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LANA TERZI, Francesco (1631-1687). Prodromo overo Saggio di alcune 
inventioni nuove premesso all’ arte maestra. Brescia: Rizzardi, 1670.
 
2° (309 x 207mm). 20 engraved plates, woodcut initials and head- 
and tailpieces. (Some light marginal worming, light, mainly marginal 
spotting.) Contemporary vellum (slightly soiled, repairs to spine, new 
endpapers.) Provenance: stamp removed from title. 

first edition of an important work in the history of aeronautics. In 
the Prodromo Lana Terzi presented several technological innovations, 
of which the best known is his proposal for a ‘fying boat,’ to be 
airborne by four spheres of thin copper from which air had been 
exhausted. Although the vehicle was never tested, and would have 
proved unworkable, since the copper would not have been able 
to withstand the atmospheric pressure, Lana Terzi’s reasoning was 
correct. In surmising that a vessel containing a semi-vacuum would 
weigh less than the surrounding air and would consequently become 
buoyant, Lana Terzi formulated the earliest concept of fight based on 
aerostatic principles. ‘While Lana apparently originated the method 
of reducing air density in a vessel by heating it, the implications of 
this phenomenon in relation to fight were not fully understood until 
the advent of the Montgolfer brothers a century later’ (Norman). 
Dibner, Heralds  176; Norman 1272; Wellcome III, 440.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

q66

LANA TERZI, Francesco (1631-1687). Magisterium naturae. Brescia: 
Giovanni Maria Ricciardi, 1684-1692. 

3 volumes, 2° (360 x 228mm). Half-titles, woodcut title vignettes, 57 
engraved plates of which 13 folding, woodcut head- and tailpieces. 
(Some dampstaining and occasional spotting, some leaves repaired.) 
Contemporary vellum, manuscript titles to spine (lightly rubbed). 
Provenance: ‘Ex libris Cl[ari] v[iri] P[atris] Fulgentii Baur? S.P./ 
Biblioth[e]ce Coll[egi] Lewenburg[ensis] Schol[arum] Piarum 
Vienn[ensis] 1765‘ (inscription to title). 

first edition. Francesco Lana Terzi was an early and important 
pioneer of aeronautical science. This copiously illustrated work was 
initially intended to be published in 9 volumes but only the frst three 
ever appeared. Brunet III, 822-823; Riccardi I(ii) 13.3.                   (3)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0065}
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LANCISI, Giovanni Maria (1654-1720). De subitaneis mortibus libri duo. Rome: Francesco Buagni, 1707.
 
4° (238 x 175 mm). Half-title, probably the third state of the title with engraved arms of Clement XI, woodcut initials and tailpieces. (Aa1 with 
long but clean marginal tear, a few light spots, one or two very faint waterstains.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine (a few light 
stains on front cover). Provenance: inscription on pastedown partly removed. 

first edition of a work that ‘laid the foundation for a true understanding of cardiac pathology’ (Garrison-Morton). In 1706 Clement XI asked 
Lancisi, the pontifcal physician, to investigate a mysterious outbreak of sudden deaths in Rome. Without elucidating the cause of the near-
epidemic, Lancisi dealt masterfully in the present work with cardiac pathology in general, demonstrating ‘that sudden deaths were often due to 
hypertrophy and dilatation of the heart, and to various kinds of valve defects’ (DSB). He also ‘gave the frst description of valvular vegetation, 
and included in his book a historical survey of the literature and a classifcation of the cardiac diseases then recognized’. Leibowitz’s History of 
coronary heart disease (Berkeley 1970, pp.74-75) suggests that Lancisi’s work ‘must be the frst epidemiological study of a non-communicable 
condition’. Norman 1273; Garrison-Morton 2731; Heirs of Hippocrates 687; Wellcome III, p.441.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0067}
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LANSBERGE, Philip van (1561-1632). Progymnasmatum astronomiae restitutae liber I. De 
motu solis. Middelburg: Zacharias Roman, 1628. 4°. Large engraved vignette on title, 
woodcut diagrams, initials and headpieces. (A few spots.) Second edition. Houzeau and 
Lancaster 2979. [Bound with the same author’s:]

Uranometriae libri tres. Middelburg: Zacharias Roman, 1631. 4°. Large woodcut on title 
and in text, woodcut device on fnal leaf. (Some browning, heavy in one gathering, light 
marginal waterstaining.) FIRST EDITION. Houzeau and Lancaster 2981.  [and:]

Commentationes in motum terrae diurnum & annuum. Middelburg: Zacharias Roman, 
1630. 4°. Large woodcut on title, one double-page engraved plate, woodcut diagrams, 
historiated initials, headpieces, with fnal blank. (Occasional light spots.) First edition 
in Latin of Bedenckingen op den dagelyckschen, ende jaerlyckschen loop van den aerdt-kloot 
(Middelburg, 1629).  [and:]

Apologia pro commentationibus Philippi Lansbergii in motum terrae diurnum & annuum: adversus 
libertum fromondum theologum Lovaniensem & Joan. Baptistam Morinum. Middelburg: 
Zacharias Roman, 1633. Large woodcut on title, woodcut diagrams, with fnal 2 blanks. 
(Some spotting and browning). first edition.

4 works in one volume, 4° (218 x 162mm). Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on 
spine (sides a little warped). Provenance: erased inscription on frst title – ‘G.S.’ (initials on 
rear cover). 

‘Van Lansberge taught the probability of the earth’s motion according to Copernican 
doctrine; the same is true of É Commentationes É Both works were attacked for their 
Copernican ideas by Morin in his Famosi et antiqui problematis de telluris motu vel... (Paris, 
1631), and by Libert Froidmond in his Anti-Aristarchus (Antwerp, 1631). He can be 
credited with bringing the ideas of Copernicus to a wide range of people who did not 
possess the mathematical background to read advanced texts.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q69

LANSBERGE, Philip Van (1561-1632). Tabulae motuum coelestium perpertuae. 
Middelburg: Zacharias Roman; Dordrecht: Heinrich Essaeus, 1653-1652. 3 parts, 2° (289 
x 184mm). Woodcut vignette on title, one folding engraved table, woodcut diagrams, 
tables. (Small light waterstain on title, a few occasional spots.) Second edition in Latin, 
frst published in 1632. Houzeau and Lancaster 12758.  [Bound with the same author’s:]

In quadrantem tum astronomicum, tum geometricum; nec non in astrolabium introductio. 
Middelburg: Zacharias Roman; Haarlem: Adrian Roman, 1635-1636. 2° (289 x 184mm). 
Large engraved vignette depicting 2 astronomers on title, 2 folding engraved plates. 
(Small stain in upper margin.) Houzeau and Lancaster 2980.  [and:]

Sphaera plana a Ptolomaeo astrolabium dicta. Middelburg: Zacharias Roman; Haarlem: 
Adrian Roman, 1636. 2° (289 x 184mm). 2 folding engraved plates. (Small stain in upper 
margin.)  Houzeau and Lancaster 3306. [also bound with:]

LANSBERGE, Jacob. Apologia, pro commentationibus Philippi Lansbergii in motum terrae 
diurnum & annuum. Middelburg: Zacharias Roman; Leyden: Wilhelm Christian, 1633. 
Small 4° (215 x 162mm). Woodcut diagrams, interleaved. (A few leaves with outer 
corner repaired.)

4 works in one volume.  Contemporary vellum, sprinkled edges. 

‘Although a follower of Copernicus, Van Lansberge did not accept the planetary theories 
of Kepler altogether. His Tabulae motuum coelestium perpetuae (Middelburg 1632), founded 
on an epicyclic theory, were much used among astronomers’ (DSB).

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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LAPLACE, Pierre Simon (1749-1827). Traité de mécanique céleste. Paris: Duprat [vol. IV Courcier, vol. V Bachelier], 
[1799]-1825. 
 
5 volumes, 4° (250 x 185mm). Half-titles. With the supplements to vols. III & V. (Lacking supplements to vol. IV, plus 
‘avertissement’ and frst 4 part-titles in vol. V.) Contemporary marbled calf, spines gilt (lightly rubbed at extremities, 
horizontal scratch to lower board of vol. I). Provenance: ‘Catalogo Inscriptua’ (printed label to front pastedowns) – 
‘Collegium Ansiense Societatis Jesu’ – ‘Domus Acheolana Societatis Jesu’ (stamps on titles).

first edition of Laplace’s monumental work, in which he ‘codifed and developed the theories and achievements of his 
predecessors, notably Newton, Euler, d’Alembert and of his contemporary Lagrange’ (PMM). ‘Laplace’s system of celestial 
mechanics (a term he coined) marked an advance over that of Newton, who had posited the necessity of a Deity in the 
universe to correct planetary irregularities’ (Norman). Norman 1277; PMM 252.                   (5)

£5,000-8,000 $6,200-9,900
 €5,800-9,200
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LAURENS, André du (1558-1609). Historia anatomica humani corporis. Frankfurt: Matthias 
Becker for the widow of Theodor de Bry, 1600. 

2° (300 x 190mm). Engraved title, engraved portrait of Henry IV on dedication, 26 full-page 
engraved illustrations, 4 with additional modern leaf bound-in containing the small detail 
engravings in facsimile and some pasted on top of each other to provide faps, large ornamental 
initials, with the fnal blank. (Title tipped in and probably supplied from another copy, two 
small repairs, one affecting image, some browning and spotting throughout, a few leaves 
stained, affecting image of one plate, some illustrations censored with ink.) Modern calf with 
old spine and covers relaid. Provenance: manuscript inscription of a Jesuit College (in upper 
margin of title, partly cropped) – Dr Arturo Castiglioni (bookplate). 

Second de Bry edition.  ‘This work became very popular and went through a number of 
editions. It remains as one of the more important anatomical texts of the late sixteenth 
century. Although the book contains many illustrations, few of the plates are taken from Du 
Laurens’ own observations as he took most of his fgures from Vesalius, Valverde, Coiter, and 
others’ (Heirs). Durling 1312; Choulant-Frank 222; Waller 2629; Wellcome I, 1937; cf. Heirs 
387 (1599 edition).

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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LAVATER, John Caspar (1741-1801). Essays on Physiognomy. London: John Murray, 1789-1793.

3 volumes, 4° (340 x 270mm). Half-titles, engraved vignettes to titles, 173 engraved plates, approx. 363 engraved vignettes including one with 
overlay. (Occasional light spotting, repaired tear to Dd1 of vol. III, a few small worm holes.) Later black half calf, spines gilt (lightly rubbed at 
extremities).

first english edition of this abundantly illustrated work. ‘Lavater was the last and most influential of the descriptive physiognomists’, whose 
work ‘also influenced artists of the period, both in the overall creation of portraits, and in the use of his physiognomical theories to construct 
individual faces in historical paintings’ (Norman). Though the directions to the binder list 174 plates, plate 29 was never included. Brunet III, 
887; Welcome III, 458.                   (3)

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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LAVATER, Ludwig (1527-1586). De 
spectris, lemuribus et magnis atque insolitis 
fragoribus. Geneva: Crispiana, 1570.
 
8° (175 x 110mm). Printer’s device on title, 
ornamental initials. (Title lightly browned 
with a few small ink dots, light browning 
throughout, light waterstaining in upper 
margin.) Old vellum (old leather spine laid 
down, soiled), lacking ties). Provenance: Dr 
L.-J. Fournier (bookplate) – old manuscript 
note on the work on endpaper. 

First published in the Netherlands in 
1569, Lavater’s book on witchcraft 
discusses apparitions and the occurrence of 
inexplicable events. He argued that these are 
not caused by the souls of the dead but are 
the work of demons, rejecting the idea of 
Purgatory as an outdated Catholic concept. 
The work was one of the early modern 
period’s most popular works on the subject 
and was reprinted many times in a number of 
European languages. Adams L-299.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q74

LAVOISIER, Antoine-Laurent (1743-1794). Traité élémentaire de chimie, présenté dans un ordre 
nouveau, et d’après les découvertes modernes. Paris: [Chardon] for Cuchet, 1789.

2 volumes, 8° (198 x 119 mm). 13 engraved folding plates by and after Paulze Lavoisier, 
woodcut head- and tailpieces by Papillon, 2 folding letterpress tables in vol. I, 2-page errata at 
end.  (Plates generally clean, some spotting and browning to text of both volumes. Vol I: K8 
with tear at bottom margin, the two tables browned, without blank X2 at end. Vol. II: corner 
of half-title and X3 torn away, Cc7 with burn hole, Mm8 laid down, Ss1 with small paper 
defect at upper margin, last plate slightly soiled at margin.) Contemporary French mottled 
calf gilt, covers with triple fllet, fat gilt spine with repeated urn design, red speckled edges 
(joints rubbed and somewhat cracked). Provenance: J. Gréau, a gift to his father (contemporary 
inscription on front free endpaper).

first edition, second issue, marking the overthrow of phlogiston theory. The second issue 
contains tables and several extracts from the registers of the Academie des Sciences and other 
learned societies, not included in the single-volume frst or trial issue, of which only two 
copies are known. The ‘culmination of Lavoisier’s achievement’ the Traité was ‘neither a 
general reference work nor a technical monograph’ but ‘a succinct exposition of  Lavoisier’s 
discoveries (and those of his disciples) and an introduction to the new way of approaching 
chemistry.’ Although it formed a dramatic conclusion to his life’s work, it contained important 
material not hitherto published, ‘notably his pioneer experiments on the combustion analysis 
of organic compounds and on the phenomenon of alcoholic fermentation, which impressed 
him as “one of the most striking and the most extraordinary” effects observed by the chemist’ 
(DSB VIII, pp. 81-82). Dibner, Heralds 43; Duveen and Klickstein 126; Grolier/Horblit, 
Science 64; Honeyman 1942; PMM 238; Norman 1295; Wellcome III, p.460.                   (2)

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0073}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0074}


70

q75

LE BLON, Jacob Christoph (1670-1741). L’art d’imprimer les tableaux. Paris: P.G. Le Mercier, Jean-Luc Nyon and Michel Lambert, 1756.
 
2 parts, 8° (198 x 120mm). Half-title, 3 folding engraved plates, one printed in colour and fnished by hand, woodcut initial and headpieces. 
(Top edge of frst plate cropped as usual, light browning, a few spots.) Contemporary mottled calf, fat spine gilt in compartments with 
lettering-piece (joints cracked but cords holding, head of spine chipped, lightly rubbed). Provenance: Arnaud de Vitry, sold at Sotheby’s, 11 
April 2002, lot 515. 

first edition thus, rare. Le Bon, a painter and engraver from Frankfurt, is the father of three-colour printing. His process was patented in 
London in 1719. The plate printed in colour depicts an artist’s palette. The second part, ‘L’harmonie du coloris dans la peinture’, is printed with 
parallel English and French texts, having originally been published separately about 1720.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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LE NOBLE, Eustache. Carta tipografca 
dell’isola del maritaggio. Cosmopoli [i.e. 
Venice]: [no publisher], 1765.
 
Small 4° (192 x 132mm). Folding engraved 
map. (Map with mainly light marginal 
waterstaining, short clean tear affecting 
image, text spotted.) Contemporary drab 
wrappers, paper label on front cover, uncut 
(rubbed, head and tail of spine frayed).

scarce first edition in italian, one of two 
issues, of this satirical account of the Island 
of Matrimony. The map depicts the Island 
of Matrimony, surrounded by the Peninsula 
of Divorce, the Island of Love, the Island of 
Bigamy and the Peninsula of Widows. On 
the island itself are the Province of Jealously 
and the Province of Discontent. First 
published in French in 1705.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q77

HOROLOGY – [LE ROY, Pierre] (1717-1785). Mémoire sur l’horlogerie. [Paris]: 1750. 2 engraved plates. [Bound with:] HARRISON, John. The 
Principles of Mr. Harrison’s Time-Keeper. London: Richardson and Clark, 1767. [and:] MASKELYNE, Nevil. Principes de la montre de Mr Harrison. 
Avignon: Girard & Seguin, 1767. 7 folding engraved plates. [and:] HARRISON, J. Extrait de la réponse de Mr Jean Harrison aux remarques et 
objections de M. Maskelyne. Avignon: Girard & Seguin, 1768. [and:] LE ROY, P. Exposé succint [sic] des travaux de MM Harrison et Le Roy, dans 
la recherche des longitudes en mer. Paris: Nyon, 1768. [and:] CASSINI, [Jean Dominique]. Voyage fait par ordre du roi en 1768 [E] pour éprouver les 
montres marines inventées par M. Le Roy. Paris: Jombert, 1770. 4 folding engraved plates. [and:] LE ROY, P. Mémoire sur la meilleure maniére de 
mesurer le tems en mer. Paris: Jombert, 1770. 5 folding engraved plates. [and:] BERTHOUD, Ferdinand. Éclaircissemens sur l’invention, la théorie, la 
construction, et les épreuves des nouvelles machines. Paris: Musier, 1773. [and:] LE ROY, P. Précis des recherches faites en France [...] pour la détermination 
des longitudes en mer. Amsterdam: The Author, 1773. [and:] LE ROY, P. Suite du précis sur les montres marines de France. Leiden: The Author, 
1774.

10 works in one volume, 4° (235 x 175mm). (Occasional waterstaining and spotting, repair to frst title and one plate, a few short tears, the 
second and third works interleaved.) Contemporary calf (lightly rubbed, chips  to head and foot). 

first editions of 10 horological works, including 5 by noted clockmaker and inventor Pierre Le Roy and others by the inventor of the marine 
chronometer John Harrison, Master Watchmaker Ferdinand Berthoud, and the Astronomer Royal Nevil Maskelyne. The second and third 
works are interleaved.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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LEDERMÜLLER, Martin Frobenius (1719-1769). Amusement 
microscopique, tant pour l’esprit que pour les yeux. - Réponse E à quelques 
objections et doutes E faits par M. le Baron de Gleichen, laquelle servira 
de supplément aux Amusemens microscopiques. Nuremberg : Lanoy 
for Adam Wolfgang Winterschmidt, 1764-1768. Hand-coloured 
engraved frontispiece by Winterschmidt after J.J. Preissler, and 152 
hand-coloured plates by Winterschmidt after the author. (First title 
spotted, occasional browning to plates and text, some marginal 
waterstains.) [Bound with:] 

Traité phisique et microscopique de l’asbeste, l’amiante, le lin de pierre ou 
de terre, et de quelques autres fossiles qui y ont du rapport. Nuremberg: 
A.W. Winterschmidt, 1775. 6 hand-coloured engraved plates by 
Winterschmidt after the author.

Together 2 works in one volume, the frst in 3 parts plus supplement, 
4° (249 x 195mm). Contemporary French red morocco, covers with 
triple gilt fllets, gilt spine compartments with lettering-piece in 
one, the rest with repeated feuron enclosed by smaller ornaments, 
marbled endpapers, gilt edges (lightly rubbed). Provenance: M. Nicolls 
(signature on front blank). 

splendid copy of the first edition in french. Ledermüller’s classic 
work was frst published in 1763 as Mikroskopische Gemüths- und 
Augenergötzungen. Two frontispieces were engraved for the frst 
two parts, but that to the second part seems to have been omitted 
from most copies as here. There are 50 plates to each part, most 
showing objects under the microscope. The supplement, which is 
often missing, includes an addition to the main work which is on 
the ‘mouche de chambre’ or house fy, brilliantly portrayed in one 
of the two plates. First edition in French of the short Traité phisique 
et microscopique which may be regarded as a further supplement. a 

beautifully hand-coloured, elegantly bound copy. Nissen BBI 
1156; NLM/Blake p.261; Stafeu and Cowan 4288; Wellcome III, 
472.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q79

LEEUWENHOEK, Antoni van (1632-1723). Opera omnia. Leiden: 
Johannes Arnold Langerak, 1719-1730.

4 volumes, 4° (195 x 158mm). 4 engraved frontispieces, frst title in 
red and black, 33 folding engraved plates, numerous engraved plates 
and illustrations in the text. (Some heavy browning and spotting, 
tears to two folding plates.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript titles 
to spine (bowed). Provenance: Renzo Pagliari (bookplate). 

first collected edition in latin of the works of one of the earliest 
microbiologists. ‘[Leeuwenhoek’s] most important contributions 
were made in the felds of microbiology, sexual reproduction, 
hematology and plant anatomy. He was the frst to recognize the true 
nature of micro organisms, and gave the frst descriptions of bacteria’ 
(Norman). Published unsystematically from 1684, it was not until 
1718 that Leeuwenhoek brought out a collected edition of his letters 
in Dutch, followed in 1722 by a Latin edition (DSB VIII, p.129). 
This set contains the 1730 edition of ‘Continuatio epistolarum’ in 
volume I. Norman, 1301; Wellcome III, 477.                   (4)

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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LEGATI, Lorenzo (d.1675). Museo cospiano. Bologna: Giacomo Monti, 1677.

2° (310 x 200m). Half-title, title in red and black with woodcut vignette, woodcut portrait of Ferdinand III of Tuscany, full page engraved 
portrait of Ferdinando Cospi, folding engraved plate showing the museum, numerous woodcuts in the text, woodcut head- and tailpieces. 
(Some dampstaining throughout, tear to upper corner of Hh3.) Later vellum (small wormholes to spine, dampstaining as in contents, bowed). 
Provenance: ‘Biblioteca Banzi’ (library label). 

first edition of this description of Cospi’s famous cabinet of curiosities, with the folding panoramic plate showing the variety of artefacts in the 
museum. The fve sections cover the range of Cospi’s collection, from peculiar natural history specimens to maps and scientifc instruments. 
Cicognara 3403; Nissen ZBI 2421.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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LEGER, Jean (1615-1670). Histoire générale des églises évangéliques de vallées de Piémont ou vaudoises. Leiden: Jean le 
Carpentier, 1669. 

2 parts, 2° (358 x 229mm). Additional engraved title, part two with separate title page, engraved portrait, folding engraved 
map, and 36 illustrations, woodcut headpieces. (Occasional faint browning, a few light spots.) Contemporary vellum, 
manuscript title on spine (lightly soiled, small stain on front cover). Provenance: Library of the Count of Schönborn-
Buchheim (bookplate on endpaper and label on front cover). 

first edition of this work on the history of the Waldensians, with detailed illustration of the massacre of 1655. Caillet 
6406; Graesse IV, 148. Brunet III, 941: ‘Oeuvre curieux, recherché et devenue rare.’

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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LEIBNIZ, Gottfried Wilhelm von (1646-1716). Opera omnia. 
Geneva: de Tournes, 1768. 

6 volumes, 4° (242 x 200mm). Half title, engraved frontispiece 
portrait of the author in vol.I, 41 folding engraved plates, one folding 
letterpress table, woodcut headpieces and initials. (Scattered spotting 
and browning, occasional dampstaining heaviest to vol. VI, a few 
small marginal tears.) Contemporary marbled boards (lightly rubbed). 

first edition of the works of the German polymath Gottfried 
Wilhelm Leibniz. ‘The position of Leibniz at the beginning of 
modern science is analogous to that of Aristotle at the beginning of 
ancient science’ (DSB VIII, p.151).                   (6)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q83

LEIBNIZ, [Gottfried Wilhelm von] (1646-1716) and Jean 
BERNOULLI (1667-1748). Commercium philosophicum et 
mathematicum. Lausanne and Geneva: Marc-Michel Bousquet, 1745.

2 parts in one volume, 4° (244 x 194mm). Engraved frontispiece 
portrait of Leibniz, titles in red and black with engraved vignettes, 
23 folding engraved plates. (Some light spotting). Contemporary 
marbled boards (textblock detached at upper joint, endpapers 
renewed). Provenance: ‘J.C.H. Gebauer / Hamburg. 1827’ 
(inscriptions on title versos). 

first edition on this important work ‘on the question of the rival 
claims to priority in the invention of the calculus, between Newton 
and Leibniz. It was the only serious claim published in Leibniz’s 
favour’ (Babson). Babson 196; Honeyman 1975.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA (13th century). Compilatio ... de astrorum scientia decem continentis tractatus. Venice: [Jacobus Pentius, for] Melchior 
Sessa and Petrus de Ravanis, 15 July 1520. 

Small 4° (203 x 146mm). Large woodcut of an astronomer and Sessa’s device on title, many woodcuts illustrating signs of the zodiac, gods of 
antiquity, celestial spheres, and astrological predictions, woodcut initials. (Light waterstain or browning  in upper margin of title and following 
few leaves, some light spotting and soiling.) Modern vellum. Provenance: signs of the zodiac (written in manuscript on lower margin of title) —  
Riberio Casette (?) (inscription on lower margin of A2) — old marginal annotations – two pages with underlining in red ink. 

second edition of the Compilatio by the 13th-century astronomer, Leopold of Austria. Primarily a work of astrology, the sixth book concerns 
meteorology both from a theoretical and a practical point of view, and thus includes, for example, folkloric methods of weather prediction. 
Although virtually nothing is known of the author, the work was infuential in the late Middle Ages, being cited by the great astronomer, 
Pierre d’Ailly, and admired by Regiomontanus, who proposed to edit an edition of the work. This edition retains the dedication to Udalricus 
de Frundsberg, bishop of Trient, by Erhard Ratdolt, printer of the 1489 frst edition. Adams L-516; BLSTC Italian (assigning it to Pencio) 
p.375 (718.f.8); Sander 3948; Essling 2081; Houzeau and Lancaster 4783.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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LEONARDI, Camillo. Speculum lapidum et D. Petri Arlensis E 
sympathia septem metallorum septem selectorum lapidum ad planetas. Accedit 
magia astrologica Petri Constantii Albinii. Hamburg: Christian Liebezeit, 
1717. 

Small 8° (163 x 98mm). Title printed in red and black with engraved 
vignette, engraved frontispiece portrait of Arlensis, one woodcut 
diagram. (Tear across six lines of text on B2 with loss of a few letters, 
some browning and spotting throughout, some leaves with faint 
waterstain, mainly marginal.) Contemporary vellum, lettering-piece 
(lightly rubbed, a few stains). 

Scarce Hamburg edition of this compilation, the frst to include 
Albinus’ Magia astrologia, along with the works by Leonardi and 
Arlensis. The main work, Leonardi’s Speculum lapidum was frst 
published in Venice in 1502. ‘In this famous lapidary, Leonardi 
classifes over 250 types of hard gems and stones according to their 
color, hardness, porosity, weight and transparency. A third of the 
book is devoted to an alphabetical listing and description of particular 
stones, while another third is occupied with astrological and magical 
images carved on gems and their occult signifcance ’ (Curtis’ Schuh’s 
Bibliography of Mineralogy online). Duveen 352; Ferguson II, 27 note; 
Wellcome III, 493; Sinkankas 3895.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q86

LEPAUTE, Jean André (1709-1789).  Traité d’horologerie. Paris: 
Jacques Chardon and Jacques-Charles Chardon, 1755. 

4° (154 x 195mm). Half-title, 17 folding engraved plates, woodcut 
headpieces, initials. (Some light browning and spotting throughout, 
gathering 4* misbound between pp. 306-307.) Contemporary calf 
(fore-edges repaired, joints cracked but cords holding, rubbed). 
Provenance: Augustin Seguin (bookplate). 

first edition, scarce, no sale record on RBH or ABPC for the frst 
edition.  The Lepaute family was an important watchmaking dynasty 
throughout the 18th and 19th centuries. Jean André, clockmaker to 
Louis XV of France, designed a clock with a new type of escapement 
and Jérôme Lalande was asked by the Academy of Sciences to 
evaluate it for astronomical use. This prompted the former to become 
interested in building astronomical clocks and publish his Traité 
d’horlogerie in 1755. It contains the frst published mathematical 
calculations by Nicole-Reine Lepaute who contributed the tables of 
oscillations of a pendulum to her husband’s work. Baillie, p.244.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100
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q87

LEUPOLD, Jacob (1674-1727). Theatrum machinarum generale. Schau-Platz des Grundes mechanischer Wissenschafften. Leipzig: Christoph Zunkel 
for the author and Johann Friedrich Gleditsch [and others], 1724-39.

10 volumes bound in 11, 2° (353 x 231mm). Half-titles, titles printed in red and black, 531 engraved plates on 524 sheets, some folding, plate 
no.3 in Theatrum arithmetic-geometricum with volvelle, woodcut initials and headpieces. (Text browned and spotted throughout, show through of 
stamp on most plates, plates lightly spotted, leaves in Theatrum pontifciale with mostly marginal worming but also affecting one or two words of 
text, plates with small wormholes in image and margins, title of Theatrum machinarum molarium with clean tear, plate 27 supplied from another 
copy.)  All but one volume in contemporary sprinkled calf, spines gilt in compartment, Theatrum pontifciale in modern boards (front joints of 
most vols cracked but cords holding, remnants of library paper labels on spines, quite rubbed and scuffed). Provenance: Ing. Akad. Bibliothecke 
(stamp on titles, apart from Theatrum pontifciale) – KuK Technische Militär-Akademie (stamp on all titles and half-titles, stamp and accession 
number on verso of plates and library label on pastedown in all volumes but Theatrum pontifciale). 

first edition of a rare complete set of the most comprehensive illustrated survey of engineering and technology published until the early 
18th-century, far exceeding its predecessors in scope and scale. The full series is rarely found together; the individual titles are to works 
complete in themselves. ‘Leupold was one of the major transmitters of the machine designs and technological images of Francesco di Giorgio 
Martini (1439-1501), the Sienese painter, sculptor and architect whose writings and drawings provided the chief source of inspiration É 
for several generations of engineers’ (Norman 1339). The set contains: I. Theatrum machinarum generale (71 plates); II. Theatrum machinarum 
hydrotechnicarum (51 plates); III/IV. Theatri machinarum hydraulicum 53 plates; 54 plates); V. Theatrum machinarum (56 plates); VI. Theatri statici 
universalis sive theatrum staticum (57 plates); VII. Theatrum pontifciale (60 plates); VIII. Theatrum arithmetic-geometricum (45 plates); IX. Theatrum 
machinarum molarium (43 plates); X. Der andere Theil zum Schau-Paltz der Mühlen-Bau-Kunst; XI. Theatri machinarum supplementum (40 plates). 
Berlin Kat.: I. 1786; II. 1786; III/IV. 1787; V. 1788; VI. not in Berlin Kat.; VII. 3553; VIII. 1733; IX/X 1791; XI. 1792. 
With another volume, containing duplicate volumes of the above work, Theatrum machinarum generale [bound with:] Theatrum machinarum 
hydrotechnicarum (Leipzig, 1724; some browning and some worming).                   (11)

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000
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LEURECHON, Jean (1591-1670). Mathematicall Recreations. Or, a Collection of many problemes extracted out of the ancient and modern philosophers, as 
secrets and experiments in arithmetick, geometry, cosmographieE London: William Leake, 1653.

8° (160 x 103mm). Additional folding engraved title, numerous engraved illustrations, one full-page, woodcut headpieces and initials. (Lightly 
browned throughout, a few margins with thin wormtrack.) Contemporary calf (rear cover detached, front cover repaired along front joint with 
new cords but joint broken, head and tail of spine chipped). Provenance: John, Marquess of Tweeddale (bookplate). 
  
First published under the pseudonym of Henrik van Etten in Rouen, 1624, the Récréations mathématique is Leurechon’s most famous work. It 
was frst published in English in 1651. This is the second edition in English which is the frst to contain William Oughtred’s 16-page essay ‘The 
description and use of the double horizontall dyall’ and the frst English translation of Leurechon’s section on artifcial freworks. The work was 
so popular that some thirty edition were published by 1700. Wing L-1790.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000
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q89

LEVERA, Francesco (fl. 1650-1670). Prodromus universae astronomiae 
restitutae. Rome: Angelus Bernabò, 1663. 

2° (318 x 220mm). Engraved allegorical frontispiece, woodcut head- 
and tailpieces, initials, letterpress tables. (Frontispiece and title lightly 
waterstained, light spotting.) Contemporary vellum (spine worn, 
some worming, top fore-edge of front cover damaged, lightly soiled); 
modern case. Provenance: ownership inscription in lower margin of 
title excised – erased stamp on title and lower margin of E1 – paper 
library shelf mark on spine and library number on free endpaper – 
one or two marginal annotations. 

first edition of this astronomical-astrological compendium. Cinti 
139; Houzeau and Lancaster 8763; Riccardi I(ii), 36.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q90

LICETI, Fortunio (1577-1657). De lunae subobscura luce prope 
coniunctiones, & in eclipsibus oservata libros tres. Udine: Nicola Schiratti, 
1642. 

Small 4° (192 x 138mm). Large woodcut device on title, folding 
engraved portrait by Michael del Sobleo after J. Georg, ornamental 
initials. (Occasional light marginal waterstaining, stronger and 
affecting text of last two leaves.) Contemporary vellum, lettering-
piece (lacking ties). Provenance: ‘Collegi[um] Soc[ietatis] jesu 
Forolinis’ (inscription on title) — paper shelf marks (on spine). 

first edition of this point by point response to Galileo’s letter 
regarding Liceti’s Lithospheres. The author’s reputation as an anti-
Galilean was so great that a lunar impact crater was named after him. 
Carli and Favaro 187; Riccardi I(ii) 40.10.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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LICETI, Fortunio (1577-1657). Lithospheres sive de lapide Bononiensi 
lucem in se conceptam ab ambiente claro mox in tenebris mire conservante. 
Udine: Nicola Schiratti, 1640.

4° (198 x 142mm). Woodcut device on title, fne engraved portrait. 
(Title and following leaf lightly stained, a few leaves waterstained, 
last few gatherings browned, wormtrack and wormholes in margin of 
last few leaves, touching/affecting 2 letters.) Contemporary vellum, 
manuscript title on spine (hinges weak but cords frmly holding, rear 
cover lightly soiled). Provenance: Alexander Alphonsus (inscription 
on free endpaper) – ‘C.G.’ (stamp on title). 

first edition. Liceti uses this work on the phenomena of the light-
bearing stone of Bologna as another vehicle to refute ideas put 
forward in Galileo’s Siderius nuncius. Barite found in the clay in 
Mount Paderno near Bologna, and known as Bologna Stone, can 
become phosphorescent after calcifcation. Liceti wrongly believed 
that this ‘light bearing’ phenomena was due to absorption of light 
from the sun, which, together with the moon’s luminescence, meant 
that the stone ‘let off’ light bit by bit at a later time and date. Carli and 
Favaro 179.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q92

LICETI, Fortunio (1577-1657). De luminis natura et effcientia libri tres. 
Udine: Nicola Schiratti, 1640.

4º (194 x 142mm). Title with device of Mercury pursuing Pan, other 
woodcut ornaments. 18th-century vellum with manuscript title on 
spine, marbled edges (one board edge a little worn). Provenance: early 
shelf mark and label – ‘CVPF’ (stamp on title).

first edition of this general work on light and illumination based 
on Liceti’s strongly Aristotelian convictions. This prolifc author, 
said by Cavalieri to be capable of writing a book a week, lectured in 
philosophy at the University of Bologna from 1637 to 1645. Between 
1640 and 1642 he engaged in friendly astronomical debate with 
Galileo, affrming that the moon released light absorbed by the sun, 
contrary to the Galiean view that the moon’s illumination is caused 
by sunlight refected from earth. BL/STC 17th-century Italian Books I, 
p.485; Riccardi I(ii) 39.4.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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LICETI , Fortunio (1577-1657). De motu sanguinis. Origine neruorum. 
Cerebro leniente cordis aestum. Imaginationis viribus. Quarto-quaesitis per 
epistolas clarorum virorum. Udine: Nicola Schiratti, 1647.
 
4° (197 x 141mm). Title with woodcut device of Mercury pursuing 
Pan, 7-line woodcut initial at opening of dedication. (Some 
browning, without fnal blank.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript 
title on spine (slightly bowed, some soiling and disolouration). 
Provenance: The monastery of S. Maria di Gesu at (probably) 
Monforte (contemporary inscription on title; later indistinct stamp). 

first edition, an octavo edition following in the same year. This 
is the fourth volume in a series of seven containing Liceti’s answers 
to questions put to him in letters from learned men who included 
Sebastiano Baldo and Johann Vesling. In the frst part he gives his 
opinion on the circulation of the blood, as expressed in the 1643 
Padua edition of William Harvey’s De motu cordis, and hypothesises 
that the coronary vein joined the two sides of the heart, an idea 
immediately refuted by T. Bartholin and J. Riolan (see Dizionario 
biografco degli Italiani, vol. 65, 2005). NLM/Krivatsy 6961; Wellcome 
III, p. 514.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q94

LICETI, Fortunio (1577-1657). De monstris. Ex recensione Gerardi 
Blasii ... qui monstra quaedam nova & rariora ex recentiorum scriptis addidit. 
Amsterdam: Andreas Frisius, 1665. 

Small 4° (202 x 158mm). Additional engraved title by H. Barius, title 
vignette, 3 plates and 70 illustrations. (Very light marginal worming, 
one wormhole closed, light marginal waterstaining throughout, 
a few light spots or stains.) Late 19th-/early 20th-century vellum. 
Provenance: Samuel Pozzi (bookplate) — Dr Paul Guilly, Paris 
(bookplate). 

Third edition, second illustrated edition. ‘One of the earliest 
classifcations of deformities, Liceti’s work was still under review 
in works on malformation in the 19th century. Includes both real 
and imaginary cases. The frst of many illustrated edition appeared 
in Padua, 1634‘ (Garrison and Morton 534.52).  Graesse IV, 203; 
Krivatsy 6959; Wellcome III, p.514.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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LICHTENBERGER, Johannes (f.1488-1503). Prognosticatio. Strasbourg: [Bartholomaeus Kistler, after 31 Dec. 1499].

Chancery 4° (195 x 134mm). Collation: A-H8.4 (A1r title with woodcut, woodcut on verso, A2r preface, A3v text, H3v colophon, H4r 
woodcut, verso blank). 48 leaves. 37 lines. Type: 3:160G; 100G, 79G. 45 woodcuts, woodcut border pieces, historiated initial, initial spaces 
with guide-letter. (Title repaired at margins, just touching a few letters, numerous leaves washed and repaired, occasionally affecting a little text 
or woodcut.) 20th-century half vellum, spine lettered in gilt (lightly rubbed). Provenance: GvR (20th-century bookplate).  

Lichtenberger, astrologer at the court of Emperor Friedrich III, was considered by a near-contemporary ‘as a miracle of nature, a man not 
inferior to Ptolemy, and by many regarded a a prophet’ (Thorndike IV, p.474). He based his predictions largely on the conjunction of Saturn 
and Jupiter in 1484, of Mars and Saturn also in Scorpio in 1485, and on a solar eclipse in the same year. His predictions concern the pope and 
church; the emperor, empire and nearby states; private life, and extend up to 1567. The work was immensely popular and, despite numerous 
15th-century editions in both Latin and German, rarely appears on the market. The extensive series of woodcuts derives from earlier German 
editions; the frst depicts fgures who have received divine inspiration: Ptolomy, Aristotle, a Cumaean sibyl, St. Bridget, and Reinhard the 
Lollard. H *10084; BMC I, 165; CIBN L-168; BSB-Ink L-165; Bod-Inc. L-105; Klebs 606.10; Schreiber 4501; Schäfer 210; Davies Murray 
German 240; Goff L-206.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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LILIUS, Zacharias. Orbis breviarium.  Naples: Ayolfus de Cantono, 9 November 1496.
 
4° (205 x 143mm). 112 leaves, 28 lines, type: 106R. Title on *3v within wide woodcut border 
with human fgures in corners, full-page woodcut on *4v, capital spaces with guide letters, 
frst letter of each paragraph set out, printer’s device on verso of fnal leaf. (Faint waterstain 
in lower margin of last few leaves.)  Crimson morocco in Grolier style by P. Gozzi, Modena, 
slipcase. 

Reprinted from the edition princeps, published in Florence by Miscomini in 1493, this edition 
follows it in typographical arrangement. According to BMC, this appears to be the printer’s 
frst book. Bod Inc l-109; BMC VI, 874; Goff L-219; HC *10102; Klebs 607.2; Proctor 
6744; Sander 3975.

£6,000-9,000 $7,500-11,000
 €6,900-10,000
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LOMBROSO, Cesare (1836-1909). L’Uomo deliquente. Milan: Ulrico 
Hoepli, 1876. 

8° (223 x 151mm). Half-title, wood-engraved illustrations, 
lithographic illustration mounted on p.65. (Some contemporary 
annotations, scattered light spotting and fnger soiling, tear to bottom 
corner of one leaf, ink marks to fy leaf, pencil mark to bottom 
margin of p.249.) Contemporary leather-backed boards, spine 
gilt (extremities rubbed and recoloured). Provenance: Prof. Dott. 
U. Calamida (library label) – ‘Raffaele Per– / giugno 1955’ (title 
inscription). 

first edition of Lombroso’s infuential study of criminality which 
‘has had a lasting effect on penal theory’ (PMM). ‘Lombroso was a 
leader in the Italian school of criminal anthropology’ who held that 
the characteristics common to criminals ‘were either inherited or the 
result of physical degeneration’ (Norman). Norman 1384; PMM 364.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q98

LONGOMONTANUS, Christian Severin (1562-1647).  Cyclometria 
ex lunulis reciprocè demonstrate. Copenhagen: Henrich Waldkirch, 
1612. 

Small 4° (191 x 150mm). Title within large woodcut border, 
woodcut illustrations, initials and headpieces. (Browned throughout.) 
Modern vellum-backed boards. 

first edition, rare. Longomontanus, a Danish astronomer and 
astrologer, is best known for his association with and published 
support of Tycho Brahe. He became Brahe’s assistant in 1589 
and stayed with him for eight years at Brahe’s great astronomical 
observatory of Uraniborg.  ‘In addition to his astronomical interests, 
Severin also displayed considerable enthusiasm for pure mathematics, 
but with notably less success. Concerned principally with the 
quadrature of the circle, he believed that he had solved the problem 
with a precise evaluation of pi as equal to 78/43 root of 3’ (DSB).

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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LONGOMONTANUS, Christian Severin (1562-1647). Astronomia 
Danica. Amsterdam: G.I. Caesius, 1622. 

2 parts in one volume, 4° (238 x 175mm). Woodcut device on title, 
numerous woodcut geometric and astronomical diagrams, woodcut 
initials, tailpiece, with the ‘Appendix’ on stars and comets bound 
at the end. (Occasional minor soiling, title possibly supplied from 
another copy, small loss to margin of Kkk1 and corner of Rrr4.) 
Contemporary calf, gilt spine. (Rebacked with original spine laid 
down, corners repaired, lightly scuffed). Provenance: École Saint-
Geneviéve (library stamp) – Dom. S. Aloys. Jerseiens, S.J (ink stamp) 
– [?] J.M. Madrolle (inscriptions to front pastedown and title).

first edition of this voluminous astronomical work by the sole 
disciple of Tycho Brahe. The frst of the two parts is a study of 
spheres and circles; the second, a comparison between the systems 
proposed by Ptolemy, Copernicus, and Brahe. ‘Regarded as the 
testament of Tycho, the work was eagerly received and quickly won 
a place in 17th century astronomical literature’ (DSB XII, p.332). 
Houzeau and Lancaster 2926. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q100

LORGNA, Antonio Mario (1735-1796) — A sammelband containing the following works by Lorgna: 

Della graduazione de’ termometri a mercurio e della rettifcazione de’ barometri semplici dissertazione. Verona: Marco Moroni, 1765. 2 folding engraved 
plates. (Title browned at foot and a little torn, A2-3 similarly browned, without fnal blank.) Riccardi I(ii) 46.3.

Fabbrica ed usi principali della squadra di proporzione. Verona: Moroni, 1768. Etched title vignette by G.D. Lorenzi, 2 folding engraved plates by 
Dionigi Valesi. (Light waterstaining to plates and bottom lines of text.) Riccardi I(ii) 47.7.

De quibusdam maximis, et minimis dissertatio statico-geometrica. Verona: heirs of Agostino Carattoni, 1766. Woodcut diagrams. (Some light 
waterstains.)  Riccardi I(ii) 47.5.

Opuscula tria ad res mathematicas pertinentia. Verona: Ramanzini, 1767. Woodcut diagrams. (Some light waterstains, light worming at bottom 
margin of later quires.) Riccardi I(ii) 47.6: ‘importante raccolta’.

De casu irreductibili tertii gradus et seriebus infnitis exercitatio analytica. Verona: Marco Moroni, 1776. (Light waterstains at bottom margin.) Riccardi 
I(ii) 49.16: ‘pregiato e raro’.

Memorie intorno all’acque correnti. Verona: Moroni, 1777. Engraved title vignette, opening initial, 3 folding plates by Valesi. (Plate mounts 
browned.) Riccardi I(ii) 49.17.

Together 6 works in one volume, 4º (240 x 171mm). Contemporary calf, gilt spine with foral ornament and red morocco label, marbled 
endpapers, red edges (spine scuffed at head, old scuff marks on covers, corners bumped). Provenance: John Saks (20th-century booklabel).

first editions, all uncommon. As an offcer in the engineers and professor of mathematics at the military college Verona, Lorgna was an 
enormously productive author: De casu irreductibili was an important enough tract to receive mention in Brunet (V, 1168). However, Lorgna’s 
work on the quadrant is of lasting signifcance, while the scarcest tract in the volume is probably the Opuscula tria with only three holdings in 
SBN.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0099}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0100}


88

q101

LORGNA, Antonio Mario (1735-1796). 
Fabbrica ed usi principali della squadra di proporzione. 
Verona: Stamperia Moroni, 1768.

4º (282 x 201mm). Etched title vignette by G. 
D. Lorenzi, 2 folding engraved plates by Dionigi 
Valesi. (A3-4 a little tattered at foremargin.) 
Contemporary cartone alla rustica, manuscript 
title on spine, uncut (spine chipped, covers 
lightly soiled, front inner hinges split).

first edition. The artillery canon in the title 
vignette refects the author’s status as captain of 
engineers and professor of mathematics at the 
military college of Castelvecchio in Verona. 
Going on to become a brigadier and general 
governor of the college, Lorgna was the prolifc 
author of some eighty works and founder in 
1782 of what is today known as the Accademia 
Nazionale delle Scienze. Riccardi considers his 
‘squadra’ or ‘set square’ a viable alternative to 
Galileo’s compass. Riccardi I(ii) 47.7.

£400-600 $490-730
 €460-690

q102

LOYS DE CHESAUX, Jean Philippe (1718-
1751). Traité de la comète qui a paru en decembre 
1743 & en janvier, fevrier & mars 1744. Lausanne 
and Geneva: Marc-Michel Bousquet, 1743. 

8° (195 x 122mm). Title in red and black, 6 
folding engraved plates, 2 folding tables, one 
engraved headpiece. (Plates 1-3 lightly browned, 
table on L4 cropped with slight loss, some light 
browning, occasional light spotting.) Modern 
binding using old vellum (lightly soiled, new 
free endpapers). Provenance: stamp removed at 
foot of title.

first and only edition of this detailed account 
of a comet which frst appeared in December 
1743 and remained visible until March 1744.  
De Chéseaux, a wealthy Swiss landowner, 
mathematician and astronomer with his own 
private observatory, describes this comet in 
depth, which became brighter than Jupiter and 
at one time exhibited no fewer than six tails. Not 
in Houzeau and Lancaster.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q103

LUBIENIECKI, Stanislaw (1623-1675). Theatrum cometicum. Amsterdam: Daniel Baccamude for Francis Cuyper, 1666-1668.

3 parts in one volume, 4° (318 x 193mm). First 2 parts with complete number of 69 engraved plates on 67 sheets, including 22 double-page of 
which 4 folding, errata in frst part, second part with half-title and fnal leaf ‘Appendix partis posterioris’ signed (*) at end, 2 (of 3) additional 
engraved part-titles, 1 (of 2) engraved portraits, woodcut diagrams. (Pt 1: engraved title and leaves *6 and gathering **4 repaired at fore-edge, 
frst letterpress title and leaves *2-5 and A1-3 cut short at fore-edge, short marginal tear to D4; pt 2: short marginal tear Hh1, without blanks; 
pt 3: lacking additional engraved title, portrait of author and ?12 plates, short marginal tear to portrait of Johannes Ernest de Rautenstein; 
some plates trimmed close to platemark with a few into image, overall light staining to plates with light soiling and creasing to folding plates.) 
Contemporary red morocco, covers panelled in gilt, gilt spine and edges (upper board detached, extremities rubbed).

first edition. The frst part of the work contains a series of 38 substantial reports on sightings of comets that occurred between December 
1664 and January 1665, which excited widespread scientifc and popular interest. The descriptions are from a range of observers in different 
countries, including Bartholin, Curtz, von Guericke, Hevelius, Kircher and Rautenstein, and span Europe from Scandinavia to Czechoslovakia. 
The second part provides a chronology of 415 comet-sightings from the Flood (the frst report is dated to 2312 B.C.) to 1665, with 
commentaries drawn from a range of historical sources. The fnely engraved plates that illustrate the frst two parts locate the comets on celestial 
charts, and plot their paths, periods of visibility and duration. The frst 2 parts in this copy have the complete number of plates as called for, 
excepting the portrait of the author. Part 3 in this copy with 80pp., as in many other copies (some variants contain 84pp.). Brunet III, 1194; 
Graesse IV, p. 270: ‘very rare’.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q104

LUCRETIUS CARUS, Titus (ca 96-55 B.C.). Della natura delle cose. Translated by Alessandro Marchetti. Amsterdam [but Paris]: A spese 
dell’editore, 1754.
 
2 volumes, 8° (221 x 140mm). Engraved frontispieces and title pages by Le Mire after Eisen, 6 full page engraved plates including 5 after 
Cochin and one after Le Lorrain, 7 engraved vignette headpieces, 5 engraved vignette tailpieces. (Some occasional spotting.) Contemporary red 
morocco, gilt spines (spines with several skilful repairs, lightly rubbed at extremities). Provenance: Charles, 2nd Marquess of Rockingham, Prime 
Minister (bookplate) – William Charles de Meuron, Earl Fitzwilliam (bookplate) – Enrique F. Macagno (bookplate).
 
a richly illustrated and handsomely printed edition on large paper. The majority of the plates after Cochin, whose fne contribution 
towards this publication was never matched in his later work. Ray calls this edition ‘the model for the sumptuous rococo volumes of the 
ensuing twenty-fve years’. Brunet III, 1222; Cohen/de Ricci 665-6; Ray, French 9.                   (2)

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q105

LULL, Ram—n (c. 1232-1315). Libelli aliquot Chemici. Edited by Michel Toxites. Basel: Peter Perna, 1572. 

8º (164 x 95mm). Woodcut of the ‘arbor operationis’ on m8v, woodcut initials. (Title with erased inscription, spotting, a few quires heavily 
browned, o8 with yellow stain at margin, waterstaining towards end strongly affecting fnal leaf.) Contemporary limp vellum, manuscript title 
on spine (crinkled, endpapers renewed). Provenance: Pauli Cagnaconi, bought at Pisa, June 1573 (inscription on front blank; frequent marginalia 
in [?]his and another hand). 

first edition of this collection attributed to Lull, reprinted in 1600. It includes an early treatise on pearls and precious stones. The editor was 
a physician from Strasbourg who dedicated the work not to a great patron but three of his fellow students from Bunzlau in Silesia. Adams 
L-1707; BL/STC German Books p.533; Duveen p.370; Ferguson II, p. 54; Honeyman 2066; NLM/Durling 2871.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q106

LULL, Ram—n (c. 1232-1315). De secretis naturae sive quinta essentia libri duo. His accesserunt, Alberti Magni E De mineralibus et rebus metallicis libri 
quinque. Edited by Walter Hermann Ryff. Venice: Peter Schoeffer for Giovanni Battista [Pederzano], 1542.

2 works in one volume as issued, 8º (153 x 102mm). 8 woodcut diagrams of distilling apparatus, woodcut initials, Pederzano’s device on verso 
of fnal leaf. (Title with large area of repair touching on several letters, occasional light marginal soiling.) Later cartone alla rustica (recased with 
new pastedowns, spine repaired).

Second edition to be edited by the Strasburg physician Walter Hermann Ryff. Ferguson notes that the books on chemistry which pass under 
Lull’s name ‘are considered to be not by him, and the transmutations said to have been effected by him are also considered unauthentic.’ 
However, no doubt is attached to the tract by Albertus Magnus which occupies more than half the book. Adams L-1704; Caillet II, 6858; 
Duveen p.369: ‘well produced by Peter Schoeffer’s youngest son’; Ferguson II, p.54; not in BL/STC.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q107

LUPICINI, Antonio (?1530-?1598). Discorso sopra la fabrica e uso delle 
nuove verghe astronomiche. Florence: Giorgio Marescotti, 1582. 

Small 4° (224 x 151mm). Large printer’s device on title and verso of 
fnal leaf, 16 woodcut illustrations, including 7 full-page. (Final blank 
partly torn away, some spotting and light soiling.) Old parchment 
wrappers (edges frayed). Provenance: Trinity College, Cambridge 
(bookplate). 

first edition of this work on the construction and use of new 
astronomical rods. Adams L-1723; Houzeau and Lancaster 2741.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q108

LUYTS, Johannes (1655-1721). Astronomica institutio, in qua doctrina 
sphaerica atque therotica, intermixto usu sphaerae coelestis, et variis 
chronologicis, pertractantur. Utrecht: F. Halma, 1692. 

2 volumes in one, 4° ( 215 x 169mm), with the 58-page Synopsis 
at end. Title printed in red and black, engraved frontispiece, 2 
folding plates, one of sunspots with two images on one sheet, the 
other a selenographic map of the moon, engraved text-illustrations, 
woodcut initials, head- and tailpieces. (Minor marginal worming 
to frontispiece and title, Z3-4 with top corners neatly clipped.) 
Contemporary vellum (lightly soiled). Provenance: Debrecen College 
(library stamps on title). 

Second edition of Luyts’ attractively illustrated textbook on 
astronomy. The frontispiece shows the Dutch professor of philosophy 
seated while behind him stand, from left to right, Galileo, Hevelius, 
Brahe, Copernicus, and Ptolemy. Houzeau and Lancaster 8809 
(calling for 4 plates, presumably treating the sunspot plate as two 
separate plates); Wellcome III, 562. 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q109

LUSVERGH, Giacomo. Di Galileo Galilei il compasso geometrico adulto É. Nouamente stampato, e dato in luce da Domenico Lusuergh fabricatore 
d’istromenti matematici. Rome: Domenico Antonio Ercole, 1698.

12º (140 x 78mm). 7 folding engraved plates, errata leaf at end. (The larger folding plate with 70mm. tear in blank area repaired on verso, text 
browned, some waterstains, A5 rehinged, tear to A11 touching text on recto, verso with adhesive tape repair, D10-11 repaired at margin.) 
Contemporary vellum, spine in fve compartments with raised bands, manuscript title in the second and penwork decoration in the third 
(corners a little bumped). Provenance: occasional marginalia in a contemporary hand – early note in another hand on rear pastedown – Alfredo 
Lancisi, 1765 (ownership inscription on front free endpaper).

first edition though, as Riccardi points out, this work has been regarded as a simple reprinting of Galileo’s Le operazioni del compass geometrico 
(1606). The larger folding plate illustrating the Galilean compass states that its maker is Domenico Lusvergh near the Collegium Romanum, 
Rome, in 1698. In the dedication and address to the reader, the instrument maker expresses gratitude to the priest Domenico di San Giuseppe, 
‘huomo nelle facoltà Matematiche noto’ for contributing the explanations of its uses (published in Giacomo’s name). No sale recorded by RBH 
since 1971. BL/STC 17th-century Italian Books I, p.509; Carli and Favaro 393; Cinti 165; Riccardi I(ii) 60.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000
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q110

MACROBIUS, Ambrosius Aurelius Theodosius (390 AD – 430 
AD). Interpretatio in somnium scipionis. Venice: Joannes Tacuinus da 
Trino, 1521. 

2° (300 x 203mm). Title in red and black with small woodcut all 
within decorative woodcut border, several woodcuts in the text 
including one map. (Minor dampstain to frst 4 leaves, small tear 
to top margin of C2, stain to margin of F8, a few leaves including 
title lightly spotted.) 19th-century burgundy morocco, panelled 
in gilt with recurring feur-de-lys and HDC monogram, gilt arms 
of Catherine de Medici to sides  (small wormtracks to endpapers, 
minor wormholes to spine, upper hinge and head of upper joint just 
starting). Provenance: some contemporary underlining and annotation. 

This commentary on Cicero by Macrobius, a ffth-century Roman 
philosopher, ‘includes, among many references to the pseudo-
sciences, a geographic concept which is different to that of Ptolemy’. 
This is illustrated by a large woodcut in the text showing how ‘the 
inhabited world north of the Equator is balanced by a southern 
continent and divided from it by water’ (Shirley). BL/STC Italian 
Books, p.401; Shirley 13; this edition not in Adams.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q111

MAGAGNATI, Girolamo (1565-1618/19). Meditazione poetica sopra 
i pianeti Medicei. Venice: Heirs of Altobello Salicato, 1610.

4° (220 x 155mm). 5-line woodcut opening initial and fnal tailpiece. 
(Without fnal [?]blank A6.) Modern cartone alla rustica.

a rare poem inspired by galileo’s discovery of the satellites 

of jupiter. A student of chemistry, Magagnati specialised in the 
manufacture of coloured glass, but verse making was his passion. This 
9-page panegyric praises the observations which Gaileo made with his 
improved telescope between December 1609 and January 1610, and 
his dramatic discovery of the four satellites of Jupiter, initially named 
after Cosimo II de’ Medici, the poem’s dedicatee, but then called the 
Medicean stars or planets in honour of all four Medici brothers. It is 
the more valued because of the friendship subsisting between scientist 
and poet. This began between 1592 and 1593, probably during the 
former’s stay at Padua. They enjoyed an active correspondence of 
over ten years between 1607 and 1618 (see Dizionario biografco degli 
Italiani, vol. 67, 2006). FIRST EDITION. Though SBN states that 
the grand ducal arms are on the title-page, the title of this copy is 
without the arms. Two copies only are located at the Bib. nationale 
centrale, Florence, and the Bib. nazionale Marciana, Venice. No sale 
recorded in ABPC/RBH. Not in BL/STC, Gamba or Vinciana.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q112

[MAGALOTTI, Lorenzo (1637-1712; editor)] — ACCADEMIA DEL 
CIMENTO. Saggi di naturali esperienze fatte nell’Accademia del Cimento 
sotto la protezione del E Leopoldo di Toscana e descritte dal Segretario di essa 
Accademia. Florence: Giuseppe Cocchini, 1667.

2° (345 x 240mm). Engraved device of the Accademia del Cimento on 
title, portrait of Ferdinand II by F. Spierre, 75 full-page engravings of 
scientifc apparatus by Modiana, engraved head- and tailpieces by V. 
Spada, 9- to 13-line woodcut initials. (Half-title and title waterstained, 
two tiny wormholes affecting portrait, further small holes through page 
edges of frst quire, occasional browning, ink and other spots, light 
marginal soiling, waterstaining to index leaves at end, without fnal 
blank.)  Contemporary calf (worn). Provenance: Loosely inserted letter 
from C.H. Piadioli to Vittorio Sanguienis, 3 October 1667, announcing 
the fnal appearance of the book, regretting the delays in publication, 
and apologising for faws resulting from the lack of perfect presses and 
complete absence of engravers (‘la mancanza che haviamo qua di perfetti 
stampatori ed intera priuazione ancora d’Intagliatori’) — Ll2v with 
contemporary manuscript note, referring to Francesco Redi’s Esperienze 
intorno a diuerse cose naturali.

first edition, large paper copy with an important presentation letter, 
describing the diffculties of publication. The Saggi was the only printed 
legacy of the frst scientifc academy. Founded in 1657 under the patronage 
of the future Grand Duke Ferdinand II and his brother Leopoldo, and 
dissolved in 1667, the Accademia del Cimento was highly active and long 
infuential, despite being short lived. Francesco Redi, the secretary Lorenzo 
Magalotti, Vincenzo Viviani, Giovanni Alfonso Borelli, and Carlo 
Renaldini were among its illustrious members. The book forms a record 
of experiments performed at the Palazzo Pitti, and the engravings are key 
in showing the equipment and methods used, primarily in the felds of 
thermometry, barometry and pneumatics. Exactly what connection the 
letter writer had with this lavish publication is not known, but his letter reveals the chaotic circumstances under which it was produced. This 
is the second issue with 1667 rather than 1666 date (variant B in SBN). Carli and Favaro 305; Dibner, Heralds 82; Gamba 852; Norman 485; 
Riccardi I(ii) 407.

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300

q113

MAGGIO, Lucio (f. 16th century). Del terremoto dialogo. Bologna: 
Alessandro Benacci, 1571. 

4º (210 x 152mm). Woodcut ducal crown on title, large woodcut 
historiated initials, printer’s fowers. With fnal blank. (A few light 
waterstains.) Contemporary limp vellum (crinkled, spine repaired); 
modern half vellum box.

first edition dedicated to Francesco Maria Feltrio della Rovere, prince 
of Urbino and duke of Sora, followed by a French edition in 1575 and 
a 1624 Bologna reprint. Maggio, a Bolognese nobleman, travelled to 
Ferrara to witness the damage to its great buildings. His dialogue with 
Fabio Albergati, Paolo Casali, and Giulio della Porta examines the causes 
and consequences of earthquakes, favouring an Aristotelian explanation in 
terms of natural causes rather than a supernatural one. Giacomo Antonio 
Buoni (1527-1587) also published a work on the Ferrara earthquake, with 
the same title and date, but of less rarity. BL/STC Italian Books p.403.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q114

MAGINI, Giovanni Antonio (1555-1617). Novae coelestium orbium theoricae congruentes cum observationibus N. Copernici. Venice: Damianus 
Zenarus, 1589.

4° (224 x 167mm). Engraved title with Zenarius’s device of a Salamander at foot, woodcut astronomical diagrams, initials and decorations. 
(Title tipped onto preceding endpaper, some marginal soiling and staining, Ff3 with neat repair at bottom margin.) Old vellum (recased with 
new endpapers, splits to front cover, covers slightly bowed, spine restored). Provenance: Dr Joseph Maria Modica of Oliveto (inscription at foot 
of title). 

first edition of this treatise on the cosmos by the professor of mathematics at Bologna. It proposed an alternative model of eleven rotating 
spheres, based upon Copernicus’s observations but maintaining an anti-Copernican geocentric theory. For this reason, it brought Magini into 
frequent conflict with Galileo, his rival for the chair. Adams M-119; BL/STC Italian Books p.403; Honeyman 2098; Houzeau and Lancaster 
12741; Riccardi I(ii) 65.5.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q115

MAGINI, Giovanni Antonio (1555-1617). Primum mobile duodecim 
libris contentum, in quibus habentur trigonometria sphaericorum, & 
astronomica, gnomonica, geographicaque problemata, ac praeterea magnus 
trigonometricus canon emendatus. Bologna: 1631 [fytitles and colophon 
dated 1609].

2° (335 x 225mm). Half-title, title within engraved architectonic 
border, woodcut text diagrams. (Title cut short at lower margin, 
colophon leaf with corner repaired, light browning and staining 
throughout.) Contemporary limp vellum with 18th-century 
manuscript label on spine together with later 19th-century label 
(endpapers renewed using 19th-century paper, extremities rubbed, 
covers with some staining). Provenance: possible erased ownership 
inscription in lower margin of b1.

This work was originally published in 1604 with the title Tabulae 
primi mobilis quas directionum vulgo dicunt, in which Magini gives 
a complete trigonometrical canon to seven places with the three 
headings sine, tangent and secant. Houzeau and Lancaster 2753; 
Riccardi I(ii) 69.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q116

MAGINI, Giovanni Antonio (1555-1617). Breue instruttione sopra 
l’apparenze, et mirabili effetti dello specchio concauo sferico. Bologna: 
Giovanni Battista Bellagamba, 1611.

4° (200 x 138mm). Woodcut diagrams and decorative initials, device 
on title and recto of fnal leaf. (Lacks the dedication leaf.) Modern 
limp pasteboard.

first edition. The predecessor of Cavalieri in the chair of 
mathematics at Bologna, Magini was a lens maker of the highest 
ability. This short but important work appeared in French (Paris 
1620), and was also reprinted at Bologna, 1628. Honeyman 642 (2nd 
work); Riccardi I(ii) 69.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q117

MAGISTRIS, Johannes de. Quaestiones super tota philosophia naturali. Venice: Bonetus Locatellus, for Octavianus Scotus, 30 May 1487.

Chancery 4° (245 x 176mm). Collation: a-u8 x6 (a1 blank, a2r text, x4v colophon, register, x5 tabula, x6r device, verso blank). 166 leaves. 
Type: 1:130G, 2:74G. 50 lines and headline. 9 woodcuts, including  diagrams (Sander calls for only 7), woodcut initials, printer’s device printed 
in red. (Annotations washed, occasional browning or marginal dampstaining, r2.7, 3.6 remargined and possibly supplied, lower blank section of 
fnal leaf renewed.) Early wooden boards (20th-century reback in calf, splits repaired), modern clasp. 
 
Third edition, frst illustrated. H 10448* = 4348; C 3735a; Sander 4119; Klebs 639.2; Pell Ms 7381 (7320); CIBN M-18; BSB-Ink M-9; Goff 
M-26.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q118

MAIER, Michael (1568-1622). Arcana arcanissima hoc est hieroglyphica Ægyptio-Græca. [London: Thomas Creede, 1614]. 

Small 4° (177 x 131mm). Engraved title, woodcut head- and tailpieces, initials. (Lacks engraved dedication, verso of fnal page soiled and small 
area of margin torn away, frst few leaves a little waterstained, a few leaves with a little soiling.) 18th-century sprinkled calf, spine decorated gilt 
in compartments with foral motifs, morocco lettering-piece (light waterstaining along joints). Provenance: a few old marginalia and underlining 
– the Earls of Macclesfeld (bookplate, sold at Sotheby’s 30 October 2007, lot 3631). 

first edition of maier’s first work, ‘an interpretation of Greek and Roman mythology from the alchemical point of view’ (Duveen). 
Published without an imprint, Duveen and STC differ on the place of publication; Duveen lists Oppenheim whereas STC quotes London. 
STC records another issue where the title is dated 1614. This copy lacks the dedication leaf which is usually engraved but some copies contain 
simply an engraved border or stamped dedication. Duvven p. 380; STC 17196.5.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0118}
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MAIGNAN, Emanuel (1601-1676). Perspectiua horaria siue de horographia gnomonica tum theoretica, tum practica libri quatuor. Rome: Philip Rubeus, 
1648.

2° (325 x 215mm). Engraved frontispiece by P. Guerin, engraved half-page portrait of Bernatrdino Spada, the dedicatee, 2 folding engraved 
plates, folding letterpress table, engraved and woodcut illustrations including 41 full-page engravings, many signed by Guerin, others by Cl. 
Goyrand, some after Philip Gagliard. (Some light creasing and browning, 3K6 with paper fault affecting one or two letters, fnal quire with 
repairs at inner margin causing slight loss.) Contemporary vellum, blue sprinkled edges (lightly soiled and stained, head of spine torn away).

first edition of this profusely illustrated work on the sundial, published at the expense of Cardinal Spada. The author, a French physicist and 
Catholic Minimite theologian, virtually self-taught in mathematics, was called to Rome in 1636 to teach philosophy and theology at the Minim 
convent of Monte Pincio. He wrote this work on gnomonics during his fourteen year stay. Pierre Bayle describes the book as ‘very much 
esteemed. No body had yet undertook such a work. It contains a method of making telescopes of his own invention, which he explains at large’ 
(Historical and Critical Dictionary, London, 1737, IV, p.62). DSB calls it ‘an extremely detailed and almost exhaustive discussion of sundials, both 
from a practical and from a theoretical point of view. In this work many optical topics such as sciagraphy are also treated’ (IX, p.25). Brunet III, 
1313; Houzeau and Lancaster 11466: ‘très bien gravées’.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0119}
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MALOMBRA, Giuseppe. Pratica universale facislissima, et breve di 
misurare con la vista. Florence: Simone Ciotti, 1630. 

2 parts, 4° (220 x 163mm). Each part with engraved title within 
architectural border, 60 illustrations, all but one engraved, 4 full-
page, woodcut diagrams and initials, errata at end. (Some light 
spotting throughout, occasional light soiling, closed tear in lower 
margin of C2.) Contemporary vellum. Provenance: extensive 
manuscript notes in Italian (on endpapers). 

only edition of this work on surveying dealing with the 
measurement of distances, heights, and surfaces, especially for travel, 
buildings and fortifcation. Berlin Kat. 1726; Fowler 188; Riccardi 
I(ii) 76: ‘raro’.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q121

MANFREDI, Eustachio (1674-1739). De gnomone meridiano 
Bononiensi ad Divi Petronii. Bologna: Lelio Dalle Volpe, 1736. 

4° (248 x 182mm). Engraved title vignette, 2 folding engraved plates 
including a large plan of Basilica San Petronio at Bologna by E.M. 
Bordoni, 2 engraved vignette tailpieces. (Light scattered spotting, 
minor marginal loss to a few leaves, small repair to plate along fold.) 
Contemporary vellum, manuscript title to spine (bowed). 

first edition of Manfredi’s analysis of the solar observations 
conducted using the meridian line at the Basilica San Petronio. The 
author studies the data collected since 1655, when the astronomer 
Giovanni Cassini replaced the church’s former meridian line with one 
that was much larger and more accurate. Riccardi I(ii) 85.29.

£1,400-1,800 $1,800-2,200
 €1,700-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0120}
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q122

MANFREDI, Eustachio (1674-1739). Ephemerides motuum coelestium ex anno MDCCXV in annum MDCCXXV. Bologna: typis Constantini 
Pisarii, 1715.

2 volumes, 4° (261 x 190mm). First title in red and black, woodcut device to titles, 15 folding engraved plates, numerous woodcut diagrams, 
large head- and tailpieces. (Some spotting, K3 in vol. 1 torn, small wormtrack to gutter through a few leaves in vol. 1, repair to plate 14.) 
Contemporary vellum, manuscript titles to spine (lightly soiled). Provenance: some contemporary annotation and underlining. 

first edition. ‘Intended, unlike most of its predecessors, not for astrological use but for practical astronomy, the ephemerides were of unusual 
extent and practicality’ (DSB IX, p.77). Houzeau and Lancaster 15461; Riccardi I(ii) 80.5.                   (2)

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0122}
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MANNI, Giovanni Battista. (1606-1682) Varii e veri ritratti della morte. 
Milan: Agnelli, 1671. Engraved frontispiece and 29 plates. [Bound 
with:] La prigione eternal dell’inferno. Milan: Agnelli, 1670. 

Engraved frontispiece and 23 plates. [and:] Il tribunale intolerabile di 
Dio giudicante. Milan: Agnelli, 1695. Engraved frontispiece and 13 
plates. [and:] Ritratti della Gloria del Paradiso. Milan: Agnelli, 1673. 12 
engraved plates. [and:] [NIEREMBERG, Juan Eusebio] (1595-1658). 
Considerationi importantissime Sopra La Gloria Del Paradiso. [Milan: 
Agnelli, 1675]. 

5 works in one volume, 8° (160 x 105mm). (Some light spotting and 
occasional fnger soiling, a few plates shaved to top margin affecting a 
few titles.) Later vellum, gilt lettering piece to spine (small dampstains 
to covers). Provenance: ‘Pte Gulielmo Maria Mangiariij di Tavira’ 
(inscription in 17th century Portuguese hand to frst title verso, with 
an 18th-century inscription beneath).
 
Rare and richly illustrated works, with numerous engravings in the 
‘dance of death’ tradition and many showing graphic representations 
of torture methods. The frst three works share the same frontispiece. 
Vinciana, Autori Italiani del’600 4789, 4791, 4790. 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q124

MANNI, Domenico Maria (1690-1788).  Degli occhiali da naso 
inventati da Salvino Armati. Florence: Anton-Maria Albizzini, 1738.
 
4° (227 x 178mm). Title printed in red and black, engraved title-
vignette b V. Franceschini after G.D. Ferretti, historiated initials. 
(Lacking half-title, lightly spotted.) Contemporary boards, uncut 
(front cover lightly waterstained). Provenance: shelf-mark (pastedown).

first edition.  ‘The frst book on the history of spectacles. Manni 
gave credit for the invention to the Florentine Armati’ (Garrison and 
Morton). NLM/Blake 286; Garrison and Morton 5991.9.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0123}
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q125

MANZINI, Carlo Antonio (1599-1677). L’occhiale all’occhio. Dioptrica pratica. Bologna: 
Heirs of Benacci, 1660.

4º (204 x 145mm). Engraved portrait by G. Testana after P. Schor, woodcut title vignette 
and illustrations. (Title and following leaf with small marginal stain.) Contemporary 
vellum, spine with manuscript labels (tears in spine, front free endpaper removed).

first and only edition of this important early work on practical optics and lens making, 
dedicated to St Lucy, patron saint of the blind. A member of the Bolognese nobility 
and amateur of astronomy, Manzini made improvements to a lathe for polishing and 
grinding, and was in close personal contact with the two principal makers of telescopes 
in Italy, Francesco Fontana (1580-1656) and Eustachio Divini (1620-1695). A portrait 
of Divini is included in his book which forms a complete practical manual for the artisan 
in the construction of both microscopes and telescopes (see Riccardo Bellé, ‘L’occhiale 
all’occhio. Un testo del XVII secolo sulla costruzione dei telescopi’ in Atti de la Fondazione 
Giorgio Ronchi, Florence, LXIV, May-June 2009, no. 3, p.453). BL/STC 17th-century 
Italian Books II, p.530; NLM/Krivatsy 7389; Riccardi I(ii) 96.4; Wellcome IV, p.48.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0125}
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q126

MANZINI, Carlo Antonio (1599-1677). Le comete discorso E In 
occasione della comparsa cometa dell’anno 1664. di decembre, e di gennaio 
1665. E di un’altra cometa veduta d’aprile 1665. Bologna: Gio. Battista 
Ferroni, 1665.

2 parts, 4° (224 x 160mm). Woodcut arms of the dedicatee, Leopoldo 
de’ Medici, on title, several woodcut illustrations, one showing the 
tail of the comet. Woodcut tailpieces, device on colophon. (Some 
light marginal soiling.) Later cartone alla rustica, uncut.

rare first edition. The appearance of two spectacular comets in 
1664-1665 was seen around the world, stimulating studies of their 
motion by scientists throughout Europe, including Johannes Hevelius 
in Danzig, and both Newton and Halley in England. Manzini 
published his own observations in this unique edition. Only seven 
copies are located in Italian libraries, and no sales are recorded in 
ABPC/RBH. Riccardi I(ii) 97.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q127

MANZINI, Carlo Antonio (1599-1677). Stella Gonzaga siue 
Geographica ad terrarum orbis ambitum, et meridianorum differentias. 
Bologna: typis HH. Ducij [Evangelista Dozza], 1654.

2º (313 x 221mm). Woodcut illustrations and diagrams. (Title 
browned, spotted, and with marginal nicks and tears, large 
waterstains, fnal quire spotted and affected by damp at foremargin.) 
Modern wrappers, uncut.

uncut copy of a rare tract proposing an improved method for the 
measurement of the earth. SBN locates only 4 copies. Count Manzini 
of Bologna was a member of the local nobility and an enthusiastic 
amateur, deeply interested in the study of celestial bodies and the 
related subject of lenses. Houzeau and Lancaster 10345; Riccardi I(ii) 
96.3: ‘bella edizione’; not in BL/STC.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100
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q128

MARCHETTI, Alessandro (1633-1714). De resistentia solidorum. 
Florence: S.M.D. for Vincenzo Vangelisti and Piero Matini, 1669.

4° (230 x 169mm). Title with engraved arms of the dedicatee, 
Cardinal Leopold de’ Medici. Woodcut diagrams. Extra illustrated 
with engraved oval portrait of  Cardinal Leopold before letters, with 
two-line legend in pen-and-ink. (Quires B and H heavily browned, 
O1 with corner torn away, some spotting towards end.)  Original 
vellum gilt for presentation, covers with central arabesque, double 
fllet frame with cornerpieces, fat spine divided by double fllets, with 
title in manuscript and feuron in lower panels, gilt and gauffeured 
edges (some chipping and abrasion to gilt tooling, corners rubbed, 
light creasing at edges); modern clamshell cloth case. Provenance: 
presentation copy, title inscribed ‘All. Ill[ustrissi]mo. e R[e]
v[erendissi]mo. Sig. Monsig. C. Felice Marchetti/L’Autore’ – title 
and front free endpaper with heraldic stamp – Dr Clemente Querce 
(signature on front free endpaper) – Verne L. Roberts, Bibliotheca 
Mechanica (deaccession label; pp. 213-14 in his catalogue).

first edition, presentation copy ‘of this pioneering study in the 
theory of elasticity. It deals with the strength of materials and the 
problems of solids of equal resistance, a study initiated by Galileo 
who is extensively praised in the preface along with Marchetti’s 
teacher, Borelli’ (Bib. Mechanica).  Marchetti completed the enormous 
task of translating the De rerum natura of Lucretius between 1664 and 
1668, but disappointment over its cold reception and the opposition 
of the Tuscan authorities to its publication led him to an exploration 
of mechanics in both the Exercitationes mechanicae (Pisa, 1669) and this 
work, which he originally intended to call ‘Galileus Ampliatus’. Carli 
and Favaro 325; Cinti 148; Honeyman 2143 (presentation copy to 
Ferdinando Barbi); Riccardi I(ii) 106; Wolf I, pp.473-74.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q129

MARCHETTI, Alessandro (1633-1714). Della natura delle comete 
lettera scritta all’illustriss. sig. Francesco Redi ... Si premettono per 
fondamento dell’opera molte osseruazioni intorno alla cometa dell’anno 1680 
e 1681. E nel fne se ne aggiungono alcun’altre intorno a quella del 1682. 
Florence: alla Condotta, 1684.

4° (235 x 173mm). One engraved plate, woodcut initials and 
ornaments. (Ownership signature cut from lower margin of title, 
25mm. tear at inner margin of plate, lower corner of A4 torn away, 
some heavy, mostly marginal stains.) Early limp vellum (pastedowns 
wormed). Provenance: Domenico de Pino (contemporary signature on 
front blank). 

first edition. Dedicated to Francesco Redi and including a 4-page 
verse panegyric by Pier Adriano Vanderbroeck, Marchetti’s work is 
written with an elegance of style that places it above the many other 
books on the subject by his contemporaries. Gamba and Riccardi 
nevertheless agree that it is of greater value for its analysis of earlier 
views, and its elegance of presentation, than for the new scientifc 
hypothesis being proposed. Gamba 1999; Riccardi I, 107.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q130

MARCHETTI, Alessandro (1633-1714). Exercitationes mechanicæ. Pisa: Jo. Ferretti, 1669.

4º (207 x 146mm). Woodcut title device, diagrams and ornaments. (Spotted, especially at beginning and end, light worming in blank areas of 
half-title, minimal affect on title.) Contemporary gilt-panelled vellum, red edges (rather rubbed and crinkled, some worm holes). Provenance: 
‘SP’ (stamp on blank area of title).

first edition. Marchetti was a follower of Galileo and pupil of Borelli at the University of Pisa. He was also a poet. Having failed to obtain 
permission to publish the frst known Italian vernacular translation of Lucretius’s De rerum natura, in composition between 1664 and 1668, he 
turned to narrower questions of mechanics, and published this treatise entirely devoted to the law of the lever. BL/STC 17th-century Italian 
Books II, p.534; Riccardi I(ii) 106.1.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000
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q131

MARCO of Benevento (1465-1522). Apologeticum opusculum … 

adversus ineptias Cacostrologi Anonimi. Naples: Antonius de Frizis, 9 
March 1521.

4° (193 x 133mm). Title in gothic type with woodcut historiated 
border, woodcut diagrams and initials. (Some old stains.) 
19th-century blue marbled boards, front cover with shelf label 
(spine rather worn). Provenance: several contemporary manuscript 
corrections.
 
first edition, title variant B in SBN/It with ‘obseruationes’ in place 
of ‘observationes’. Houzeau and Lancaster state that there was also a 
1521 Rome edition, but there is no record of this in SBN. Born in 
Benevento, Marco was a mathematician and astronomer who became 
professor of logic and geometry at Naples. His short work was a reply 
to Albertus Pighius’s De aequinoctiorum solsticiorumque inventione which 
had appeared in Paris, 1520, attacking Peurbach’s Tractatus de motu 

octavae spherae (c. 1480). The French astronomer is fercely criticised 
for daring to dispute the validity of the tabulae Alphonsinae, as well 
as the great discoveries of  Peurbach and Regiomontanus (Johann 
Müller). AN EXTREMELY RARE TITLE, not seen by Thorndike. 
RBH only records a copy in a Lathrop Harper catalogue of 1977. 
Adams B-660; Houzeau and Lancaster 1773; Riccardi Suppl. II, 93; 
Thorndike V, pp.199—201; not in BL.

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300

q132

MARCOLINI, F. M. Sulle mummie di Venzone. Milan: Dalla Societa 
Tipografca de Classici Italiani, 1831.

8° (230 x 145mm). 15 lithographic plates, including hand-coloured 
frontispiece view of Venzone, 12 hand-coloured lithographs of 
mummies, 2 maps. (Occasional minor spotting.) Original pink 
boards, gilt title to spine (covers unevenly faded, extremities rubbed). 

rare first edition of this study of mummifed remains discovered at 
Venzone in the 1600s.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0131}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0132}


109

q133

MARINONI, Giovanni Jacopo de (1676-1755). De astronomica specula domestica et organico apparatus astronomico libri duo. Vienna: Leopold 
Johann Kaliwoda, 1745.
 
2° (356 x 251mm). Engraved frontispiece by Jeremias Jacob Sedelmayr after Daniele Antonio Bertoli, title printed in red and black with an 
engraved vignette of a plan of Vienna by Johann Christoph Winkler, 43 folding engraved plates, 15 large engraved illustrations, including 9 
full-page, initials and headpieces, all but one in woodcut, with errata and directions to the binder at end. (Margin of one full-page illustration 
opposite p.170 repaired.) Contemporary calf, spine lavishly gilt in compartments (joints starting to split at head and tail of spine, old repair 
along rear joints, head and tail of spine a little wormed, extremities rubbed). Provenance: ‘O.B.’ (book label on front endpaper) – from the family 
library of the Prince of Starhemberg (manuscript note below book label). 

first edition, first issue, with the title dated 1745 (1746 in the second issue).  a good clean copy of Italian mathematician, engineer and 
astronomer Giovanni Jacopo de Marinoni´s most important treatise, ‘two books on local astronomical observations’. Marinoni’s private 
observatory, which he had built at his own expense, was one of the most beautiful and best equipped in Europe in his time. He built his own 
instruments, which are abundantly illustrated in this work, including quadrants, telescopes, micrometers, an improved Graham pendulum, and 
a camera obscura. The work also contains a section on horology ‘De horologiis oscillatoriis’. The frontispiece shows the interior of the Imperial 
Library in Vienna. Riccardi I(ii) 119: ‘Bellissima edizione. …. Interessano particolarmente le notizie degli instrumenti astronomici allora 
adoperati’.

£5,000-7,000 $6,200-8,700
 €5,800-8,100
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q134

MASCAGNI, Paolo (1755-1815). Anatomia universale. Florence: V. Batelli e Figli, 1833.

One work bound in 2 volumes, 2° (445 x 285mm). 150 engraved plates by Antonio Serantoni, 75 hand-coloured and 75 duplicated in outline 
with printed annotations. (Vol. 1: small hole to title, scattered spotting and some faint dampstaining; vol. 2: faint spotting to a number of plates, 
mostly confned to margins, a few leaves closely shaved at top margin.) Contemporary half calf (small hole to lower spine of vol. 1, lightly 
rubbed at extremities, endpapers renewed). Provenance: contemporary annotation. 

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0134}
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Small folio, authorized edition of Mascagni’s great anatomical work Anatomia universa, exemplifying the new free-floating style of anatomical 
illustration. Prepared by Antonio Serantoni, the designer, engraver and colourist, this edition contains reduced versions of the spectacular plates 
in the elephant folio edition of 1832. Garrison and Morton 409.1; Wellcome IV, 73.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q135

MASO, Giacomo (1624-1674). Corso matematico ... parte quarta 
Sferologica. Palermo: Giuseppe Bisagni, 1661.

4° (198 x 147mm). Half-title, engraved arms of the dedicatee, 
Giuseppe Luna, woodcut diagrams, one full-page, engraved 
astrological chart at end. (A few occasional spots.) Later vellum 
(rear hinge detached). Provenance: Franciscan Convent in Balsarano 
(inscription and shelf no. on title). 

first edition of this work on geometry, astronomy and astrology. 
Intended to comprise six parts, only this ‘part 4’ was published. De 
Caro 108; Riccardi I(ii) 134.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q136

MASSÉ, Pierre. De imposture et tromperie des diables, devins, 

enchanteuers, sorciers, noveurs, d’esguillettes, chevilleurs, necromanciens, 

chiromanciens, & autres qui par telle invocation diabolique, ars magiques & 

superstitions abusent le peuple. Paris: Jean Poupy, 1579.

8° (179 x 109mm). Title with printer’s device, woodcut initials, 
headpieces. (Faint waterstaining in lower corner at the end.) 
Contemporary limp vellum, yapp edges (lightly soiled, lacking ties). 
Provenance: ‘Collegiu[m] Soc[ietatis] Jesu Cochran (inscription on 
title) – Michael ?Desne (inscription on rear endpaper). 

first edition of this book on witchcraft, which includes Rene 
Benoist’s Traicte enseignant en bref les causes des malefces. Adams M-863; 
Brunet III, 1518; Graesse IV, 438; Wellcome I, 4117.

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300
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q137

MATTIOLI, Pietro Andrea (1501-1577) ) — DIOSCORIDES, Pedanius (f. frst century AD). Petri Andreae Matthioli … Commentarii, in libros 

sex … de medica materia. Venice: Vincenzo Valgrisi, 1554. 
 
2° (327 x 215mm). Valgrisi’s serpent device on title. 564 woodcuts by Giorgio Liberale, 506 illustrating plants and fowers, the remainder fsh, 
crustaceans, amphibians, insects, reptiles, birds, and quadrupeds, woodcut initials. (Title lightly soiled, soiling of text margins becoming heavy 
in fnal quires, quires zz to end affected by damp at gutter, Ll1 torn with signifcant loss and repaired, Mm5-Nn6 with extensive marginal 
repairs, some lesser tears.) Contemporary blind-panelled pigskin over wood boards retaining metal claps (extremities worn, heavy scuffng to 
lower cover, one clasp slightly defective); modern red half calf box. Provenance: M. Johannes Aurberg, 1595 (title inscription) – P.M. Sparkus, 
doctor of philosophy and medicine (later inscription below). 
 
first illustrated edition (and the frst in Latin) of Pietro Andrea Mattioli’s commentary on Dioscorides’ Materia medica, the frst work of 
medical botany. Mattioli also described a hundred new plants, taking into account the medical and even the non-medical botany of his own 
time. Most of the plants and animals illustrated were drawn from life by Liberale of Udine, though some pictures had been brought from 
Damascus, Cairo and Alexandria by Odoardo Polacco. Adams D-665; Hunt 94; NLM/Durling 3008; Nissen BBI 1305; Pritzel 5985. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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MAUPERTUIS, Pierre Louis Moreau de (1698-1759). La Figure de la 

Terre, déterminée par les observations de Messieurs de Maupertuis, Clairaut, 

Camus, Le Monnier... & de M. l’Abbé Outhier. Paris: Imprimerie 
Royale, 1738.

8° (195 x 121mm). Folding engraved map by Delahaye, and 9 folding 
engraved plates, one engraved headpiece and initial. (Occasional 
light spotting.) Contemporary marbled calf, gilt arms on sides, spine 
gilt in compartments (head and tail of spine skilfully repaired, lightly 
rubbed). Provenance: Emmanuel Dieudonné d’Hautefort, Marquis de 
Sarcelles (1700-1777, arms on binding). 

first edition. Along with Voltaire, Maupertuis was one of Newton’s 
earliest proponents in France. In 1735, Maupertuis, Clairaut, Le 
Monnier, Camus and the Abbé Outhier travelled to Lapland to prove 
the Newtonian hypothesis that the earth was fattened at the poles 
by determining the length of a degree on the meridian at the North 
Pole and comparing it with the length of degrees at other points on 
the meridian. The results of their investigation, which built on the 
work of Cassini de Thury, were published in this work. Babson 94; 
Norman 1458.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q139

MAUROLICO, Francesco (1494-1575). Cosmographia … in tres 

dialogos distincta. Venice: [heirs of Lucantonio Giunta], [January] 
1543.

4° (215 x 157mm). Giunta device on title and larger device on A3v. 
Blank A4 followed by quire †4 at end. (Title lightly soiled and with 
internal tears where stamp removed.) Modern mottled wrappers, 
uncut.

‘a very rare volume’ (Sabin). FIRST of fve editions listed by 
Houzeau and Lancaster. Maurolico, a Greek, spent most of his life in 
Sicily, having fed there to escape the Turks. While he edited many 
ancient Greek texts, the Cosmographia was among the most important 
of his own books. According to the colophon he completed it on 
Thursday 21 October 1535, the day that the Emperor Charles V 
came to Messina on return from his expedition to Africa. Although 
dismissive of Copernican ideas, it describes a methodology for 
measuring the earth, employed by Jean Picard in 1670 to measure the 
length of a meridian arc. It is also an important Americanum with 
passages relating to America, Columbus and Vespucci on leaves 18v, 
34v and 63v. In this copy the penultimate quire A is of 4 leaves as 
called for by SBN. Adams M-917 (variant issue? calling for 2 leaves 
in quire A); BL/STC Italian Books p.428; DSB IX, p.191; Honeyman 
2181; Houzeau and Lancaster 2412: ‘rare’; John Carter Brown Library I, 
p.53; Sabin 46957; Riccardi I(ii) 140: ‘raro’.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q140

MAUROLICO, Francesco (1494-1575).  Theoremata de lumine, 

et umbra, ad perspectivam, & radiorum incidentiam facientia. Lyon: 
Ludovicus Hurillion, 1613. 

Small 4° (202 x 140mm). Printer’s device of Barthélemy Vincent on 
title, woodcut diagrams. (Upper margin of last text leaf repaired with 
minor loss to frst line of text, light browning, light waterstaining in 
second half, margins cropped.) Modern vellum. 
 
Second edition of this work on optics in which Maurolico 
discusses the refraction of light and attempts to explain the natural 
phenomenon of the rainbow. Written in the second quarter of the 
sixteenth century, it remained unpublished until Clavius published it 
in Naples in 1611. Riccardi I(ii) 142.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

q141

MAUROLICO, Francesco (1494-1575). Opuscula mathematica. 
Venice: Francesco de Franceschi, 1575.

2 volumes in one, 4° (213 x 158mm). Woodcut printer’s device on 
both titles and verso of fnal leaf of text (before index), woodcut 
diagrams, initials, head- and tailpieces. (Both titles browned, some 
mainly light waterstaining, some browning and/or spotting.) 
Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine (lacking ties, lightly 
soiled, front pastedown partly soiled). Provenance: label removed from 
pastedown – label pasted over inscription on the second title.
 
first edition of this mathematical and astronomical treatise.  ‘It was 
one of the last of the sixteenth-century Italian works of this nature, 
and shows considerable originality in the treatment of fgurate 
numbers. Maurolycus was by no means a mere compiler, but a man 
of creative power’ (Smith). Adams M-919; Riccardi I, 141; Smith, 
Rara arithmetica pp.348-350.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q142

MAYER, Johann Tobias (1723-1762). Tabulae motuum solis et lunae novae et correctae. London: J. Nourse, J. Mount, T. Page, 
1770.

4° (255 x 200mm). 2 folding engraved plates. (A few leaves lightly spotted.) Contemporary speckled calf, gilt spine 
(rebacked with original spine laid down, upper board detached). Provenance: Abrah[am] Gotthelf Kästner (German 
mathematician and doctoral supervisor to Lichtenberg, 1719-1800; inscription at front) — Ge[org] Ch[risto]ph 
Lichtenberg (German scientist and doctoral supervisor to Mayer, 1742-1799; inscription at front, his own signature to title 
verso) — Columbia University Library (perforated stamp to title).

first edition of Mayer’s lunar and solar tables which ‘enabled the moon’s celestial position on any standard meridian at any 
given time to be predicted within just over a degree’ (Norman). Though the tables were drawn up in 1752, it was not until 
after Mayer’s death that his manuscripts were submitted to the British Admiralty by his widow, then edited for publication 
by Nevil Maskelyne. Norman 1468. 

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q143

MELA, Pomponius (f. 43-50). Cosmographia, sive De situ orbis. Venice: Franciscus Renner, 1478.

4° (233 x 163). 48 leaves, 26 lines, printed shoulder notes. Type: 1:109 R. Woodcut white-on-black initials, headings printed in red on frst 
page, c1v and e2v. (Light waterstain in most upper margins, shoulder notes closely shaved, occasionally with loss of a letter.) 18th-century 
morocco spine and 19th-cenutry diced calf boards (extremities a little rubbed). Provenance: old manuscript annotations in margins (cropped) 
– David P. Wheatland (1898-1993, founder and former curator of the Collection of Historical Scientifc Instruments at Harvard University; 
book label on pastedown). 

Fourth edition of the earliest extant geography in Latin and the only Roman work devoted solely to the subject. Mela elaborated his description 
of the world with details — many fantastic — of the habits and customs of nations around the world. His knowledge of the positions of Britain, 
Ireland, and the coasts of Gaul and north Germany were superior to Strabo, and he was the frst to mention the Orkney Islands (cf. E.H. 
Bunbury, A History of Ancient Geography, III, 1). This edition is ‘a very close reprint, in great part letter-for-letter, of Maler and Ratdolt’s edition 
of 1478’ (BMC).   HC 11017*; GW M34879; Klebs 675.4; Bod-inc M-178; Sheppard 3350, 3351; Pr 4174; BMC V 195; ISTC im00450000; 
BSB-Ink P-686; Goff M-450.

£6,000-9,000 $7,500-11,000
 €6,900-10,000
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q144

MELA, Pomponius (f. 43-50).  De orbis situ libri tres. Edited with a 
commentary by Joachim Vadian. Paris: Christian Wechel, 1540.
 
2° (306 x 204mm). Woodcut device on title, ornamental initials, 
with blank Cy4. (Lacks the world map by Fine, some waterstaining 
and browning.) Later vellum-backed boards (new endpapers, lightly 
soiled). Provenance: removed book-label (pastedown). 

Later Vadian edition, containing the letter to Agricola which 
mentions America, frst published in the 1518 edition.   

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q145

MEMMO, Giovanni Maria (d. 1553). Tre libri della sostanza et forma 

del mondo … Ne quali per modo di dialogo si disputano molte acutissime 

questioni. Venice: [Giovani Griffo] per Giovanni de Farri & fratelli, 
1545.

4° (205 x 148mm). Griffo’s woodcut device on title, woodcut 
geometrical diagrams, one 12-line opening initial and others 
smaller. With fnal blank. (Title and preliminaries lightly soiled and 
stained, some subsequent browning and spotting, mainly marginal.) 
17th-century vellum, gilt-lettered spine (minor marks). Provenance: F. 
Mariani of the Carmelite order 1738 (inscriptions at foot of title and 
on fnal verso) – Sigismund Freiherr von Moll (bookplate).

a ‘rare and little known work’ (Riccardi). The author is credited 
with belief in a heliocentric system, though he had certainly not 
heard of Copernicus at the time he wrote his partly astronomical, 
partly philosophical treatise. This takes the form of two dialogues 
with his sage uncle Giovan Battista Memmo, the frst dedicated to 
Charles V of Austria, the second to Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, the 
emperor’s representative in Venice. first and only edition, one of 
two issues with differences in the publisher’s device and make-up of 
the fnal quire. Riccardi observes that the beauty of the type recalls 
the Aldine editions. BL/STC Italian Books p.433; Honeyman 2202; 
Houzeau and Lancaster 2512; Riccardi I(ii) 148.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q146

MERCATI, Michele (1541-1593). Metallotheca. Opus posthumum. Edited by Giovanni Maria Lancisi. Rome: Johannes Maria Salvioni, 1719.

2 parts, 2° (375 x 250mm). Engraved frontispiece, 2 engraved portraits and 5 plates, 2 folding, titles in red and black with engraved vignettes, 
numerous engraved illustrations in text. (Without half-title, scattered spotting.) Contemporary calf, spine gilt (crack to head of upper joint, 
extremities rubbed). 

first illustrated edition. Mercati, a physician and superintendent of the Vatican Botanical Garden, formed a collection of minerals under 
the aegis of Pope Sixtus V, as early as 1574. Although the collection was dispersed on Mercati’s death, his catalogue remained to be published 
almost 150 years later. It represents ‘a landmark treatise in the history of mineralogy and metallurgy describing what was among the frst 
organized mineralogical museums ever established’ (Schuh). The separately paginated appendix was not included in the frst edition of 1717. 
Brunet III, 1644; Caillet 7390; Hoover 581; Ward & Carozzi 1541.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q147

MERULA, Paulus (1558-1607). Cosmographiae generalis libri tres. Amsterdam: Henricus Hondius, 1621 [Colophon: Leyden: Isaac Elzevier, 
1620].

2° (345 x 212mm). Half-title, engraved title page, 57 engraved maps and one woodcut view in the text. (Half-title repaired, occasional light 
dampstaining and spotting, small hole to lower margin of 3L1.) Contemporary calf, gilt spine (joints splitting but frm). Provenance: indistinct 
ink stamps to *1. 

First published in 1605, Merula’s Cosmographiae generalis represents an important treatise on geography and ‘in particular on the geography of 
the Mediterranean and the Antique world’ (Koeman). The 57 engraved maps, including one world map and various maps of European nations, 
were corrected by Jocodus Hondius. Koeman III, 1; cf. Shirley T.MERU-2a.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q148

MESMES, Jean-Pierre de (1516-1578?). Les Institutions astronomiques, 

contenans les principaux fondemens et premières causes des cours et 

mouvemens célestes. Paris: Michel de Vascosan, 1557.

2° (337 x 220mm). Woodcut diagrams, ornate headpieces and 6- to 
9-line initials, device on D4v. (Title lightly browned and dust soiled, 
some marginal waterstains, C6v and D4v somewhat soiled.) Modern 
limp vellum in contemporary style with yapp edges. Provenance: 
George Abrams (bookplate).

first edition. A savant and poet, Mesmes was the frst French 
astronomer willing to discuss Copernican theory, though in 
disagreement with it. He took the unusual step of publishing his own 
work in French rather than Latin, and turned it into a great example 
of French Renaissance bookmaking. The many woodcuts include a 
camera obscura, demonstrating how a partial eclipse of the sun can 
be observed by projecting the sun’s image through an aperture in a 
darkened room (p. 303). Another edition followed at Paris in 1599. 
BL/STC French Books p.311; Brunet III, 1670: ‘ouvrage devenu rare’; 
Honeyman 2219; Houzeau and Lancaster 2590: ‘rare’.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

q149

MESSAHALA MA-SHA ALLAH AL-MIERI (770-820). De 

elementis et orbibus coelestibus. Nuremberg: Joannes Montanus & Ulrich 
Neuber, 1549. 

Small 4° (203 x 148mm). (One or two leaves with light marginal 
waterstain, lightly spotted.) 17th-century vellum.

Second enlarged edition of this work discussing the elements and 
the celestial orbs, frst published in 1504. Messahala was a Persian 
Jew from the city of Basra who became the leading astrologer of 
the late eighth century. De elementis et orbibus coelestibus provides 
a comprehensive account of the whole cosmos along Aristotelian 
lines. In it, Mesahala covers many topics that were important in early 
cosmology and strays away from traditional cosmology by postulating 
a ten-orb universe. The work was aimed at laymen and includes 
diagrams with text to facilitate comprehension of his main ideas.  
The second edition of this ‘important Latin translation by Gerard of 
Cremona of the lost Arabic original of this exposition’ (DSB) was 
edited by Joachim Heller of Weissenfels. BL/STC German Books 599; 
Graesse IV, 503; Houzeau and Lancaster 1121: ‘Très rare.’

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q150

METIUS, Adriaan (1571-1635). De genuino usu utriusque globi 

tractatus. Franeker: Uldricus Balck, 1624. [bound with the same 

author’s:] Mensura geographica. Franeker: Balck, [1624]. [and:] Praxis 

nova geometrica. Franeker: Balck, 1623.
 
3 works in one volume, 4° (190 x 150mm). Woodcut vignettes to 
titles, one folding engraved plate, woodcut head- and tailpieces, 
initials. (Some marginal dampstaining, contemporary leather tab 
marking end of second work, small tear to fore-edge of 2D1 in frst 
work where another marker has been removed.) Contemporary 
vellum (lacking ties, lightly stained, spine label torn with loss). 
Provenance: Pharrhoff Smindt (title inscription) — inscription to front 
free endpaper.

scarce works on astronomy, navigation, and geometry by Dutch 
mathematician Adriaan Metius. The frst two works are particularly 
important for their descriptions of the use of celestial globes in 
navigation. Metius, a professor at Franeker from 1600 until his death 
in 1635, wrote extensively on subjects ranging from astronomy to 
military engineering. ‘Like his townsman Blaeu, Adriaen worked 
under Tycho Brahe at his observatory on the island of Hven’ (DSB 
IX, p.336). Houzeau and Lancaster 2820 (1st work only).

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q151

MEYER, Rudolf (1605-1638) and Conrad (1618-1689), illustrators. 
Sterbensspiegel das ist sonnenklare Vorstellung menschlicher Nichtigkeit durch 

all Ständ und Geschlechter. Zurich: Johann Jacob Bodmer, 1650.

Small 4° (185 x 148mm). Etched title and 60 full-page illustrations 
by C. Meyer after R. Meyer, errata at end. (Very lightly browned or 
occasional light fnger soiling.) Roan by Bradstreet’s, top edge gilt. 
Provenance: Carl J. Ulmann (bookplate). 

frst edition, entitled Todten-dantz. Ergantzet und herausgegeben on the 
frontispiece, with dramatic copperplates by the two brothers Meyer, 
and poems on plate versos by Hans Heinrich Rahn, Johann Willhelm 
Simler, Jakob Redinger and Leonhard Ernst von Freyental. Brunet 
III, 1690; Faber du Faur 453; Praz 425.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q152

MEYER, Cornelis (circa 1630-1701). L’arte di rendere i fumi navigabili in varii modi, con altre nuoue inventioni, e varii altri segreti divisa in tre parti. 
Rome: Giovanni Giacomo Komarek, 1696. 

3 parts, 2° (406 x 272mm). Title and part titles with differing engraved vignette of a dragon. 94 engraved plates after Meyer printed recto and 
verso on 29 leaves. 6 leaves of indices at end in Italian, French and Dutch. (Some spotting, browning and staining, light marginal worming and 
short tears, plate 20 in pt.1 with tear through corner of image.) Contemporary vellum (recased). Provenance: Giannalisa Feltrinelli (bookplate; 
The Feltrinelli Library, part 3, Christie’s, 3 December 1997, lot 317). 

A compilation of scientifc plates after or by and after Meyer, with strong relevance to both hydraulics and astronomy. Many of the plates are 
from the artist’s 1685 work L’arte di restituire à Roma, but none appear with their associated text.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q154

MIRAMI, Rafael. Compendiosa introduttione alla prima parte della specularia, cioè della scienza de gli specchi. Ferrara: heirs of Francesco de’Rossi and 
Paolo Tortorino, 1582. Woodcut title device and opening initials. (Title browned, slightly stained and with repair to blank area, waterstaining 
at upper margins of early quires, light browning to quire C, some light marginal spotting.) [Bound with:]

MIRAMI, R. Tavole della prima parte della specularia, cioe’ della scienza de gli specchi. Ferrara: heirs of Francesco de’Rossi and Paolo Tortorino, 
1582. Woodcut devices on title and colophon, woodcut opening initials. (Light spotting.)

Together 2 works (or alternatively 2 parts) in one volume, 4º (198 x 1147mm). Contemporary limp vellum, manuscript title on spine (crinkled, 
ties lacking). Provenance: Carolus [?]Gelerani, chemist at the sign of the leopard (contemporary inscription on front free endpaper) – Pierpaolo 
Vaccarin (stamp on front free endpaper) – Il Poliflo, Milan (bookseller’s label).

the only known publications of rafael mirami, who identifes himself as a Jewish physician and mathematician from Ferrara. However, 
the lack of documentation about his life suggests that the name may be a pseudonym. The two pages illustrated (32-33) show the differences 
in refection between fat, concave, and convex mirrors. In the way it combined a scientifc interest in mirrors and optics with poetry, his 
Compendiosa is both unusual and intriguing. Verses from Dante, Petrarch, and Horace, intended to support his arguments, are interspersed in 
the text, which even ends with his own sonnet ‘Alla bellissima et gentilissima Signora Perla A.’ The second work has its own title-page and 
independent collation; unlike the frst, it has no page numbering. Treated as a separate work by SBN though not so by Wellcome, it is for all 
practical purposes a dependant part. FIRST AND ONLY EDITION. BL/STC Italian Books p.440; Riccardi I(ii) 162; Wellcome I, 44341.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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MIZAULD, Antoine (1510-78).  Memorabilium, utiliu[m], iudicundorum centiriae novem. Paris: 
F. Morel, 1567. 

8° (161 x 104mm). Printer’s device on title, 2 woodcut headpieces and 2 initials. (Lightly 
waterstained throughout, a few margins at beginning a little frayed, a few spots or stains.) 
Reimboitage of old vellum. Provenance: Doctor Batholomaeus Medici (inscription dated 1666 
— Francois Berrier, Le Puy-en-Velay (inscription written partly over frst inscription, dated 
1676) – numerous old manuscript annotations throughout. 

Second edition, frst published in Paris in 1566, of this interesting collection of 900 medical 
and scientifc aphorisms, which were reprinted several times in the 16th century. Mizauld (or 
Mizaldus) ‘devoted himself to medical practice É [but] was also distinguished in Mathematics 
and Philosophy. [He also devoted] himself to the study of science and the wonders and secrets 
of Nature, upon which he wrote many books’ (Ferguson). BL/STC French Books, 314. This 
edition not in Durling,  Ferguson or Wellcome.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q153

MICALORI, Giacomo (1570-1645). Della sfera mondiale … libri quattro. Urbino: Antonio Mazzantini, 1626.

4º (199 x 142mm). Title in red and black with woodcut of an armillary sphere, woodcut illustrations. (Ink stains affecting title, generally light 
spots and stains elsewhere, denser spotting to quire K.) Contemporary vellum (crinkled). 

Micalori’s astronomical handbook seems intended for the layman since, as Cinti notes, the author gives no geometrical or mathematical 
demonstrations, and his concepts are strongly rooted in Aristotelianism. A slightly begrudging reference to the ‘nouamente ritrouato occhiale, 
o cannone, che chiamono teloscopio’ occurs on p.13. Micalori was a canon of Urbino, and Riccardi noted the citation of two earlier editions 
dated 1624 and 1625 in the publication Degli uomini illustri di Urbino. However, this is the frst (and only) edition in SBN, and identifed as the 
frst by Parenti. Cinti 78; Honeyman 2228; Parenti 223; Riccardi I(ii) 155; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ‘600 1583.

£900-1,200 $1,200-1,500
 €1,100-1,400
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MOLETI, Giuseppe (1531-1588). Tabulae Gregorianae motuum octavae 

sphaerae ac luminarium ad usum calendarij ecclesiastici, et ad urbis Romae 

meridianum supputatae. Venice: Pietro Dehuchino, 1580.

2 parts, 4º (265 x 198mm). Letterpress tables, a few woodcut 
diagrams, woodcut initials, ecclesiastical calendar at end printed in 
red and black. (First few quires stained at outer and bottom margins, 
Bb2 slightly soiled and with corner torn away, last two leaves with 
repaired holes and minor losses.) 17th-century cartone all rustica, 
manuscript titling on spine and bottom page edge, uncut (joints a 
little worn, slight chipping to lower cover, small stains on spine).

first edition, in Riccardi’s view ‘le più splendide del sec. XVI, sia per 
bellezza dei caratteri, sia per la qualità della carta e della impressione’. 
Moleti, Galileo’s predecessor in the chair of mathematics at Padua, 
placed a conservative reliance on the Alfonsine tables, but called 
his new tables of the motions of the fxed stars, sun and moon after 
Gregory XIII, the Pope who commissioned them as technical support 
for his reform of the calendar. In the corrigenda to the tables, forming 
a second part to the book, the astronomer put forward the argument 
that the traditional cycles of ecclesiastical computation had to be 
rejected in favour of the true motion of the stars; he set the equinox 
not to 21 March (the date fxed at the time of the Council of Nicaea 
and favoured by the Congregation) but March 25, identifed as the 
day of the equinox at the time of Christ. Although the argument was 
yet to be resolved, Gregory XIII rewarded his efforts with a gift of 
300 ducats. Houzeau & Lancaster 12738: ‘superbe édition’; Riccardi 
I(ii) 164.4.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q157

MONFORTE, Antonio de (1644-1717). De syderum intervallis et 

magnitudinibus opusculum. Cui accessit eiusdem tractatus De problematum 

determinatione. Naples: Nicola Abri, 1699.

2 parts, 4º (223 x 159mm). Title to each part with Abri’s device, 
woodcut diagrams and ornaments. (Title and a2 waterstained at head, 
a little spotting.) Contemporary calf, gilt spine compartments, red 
sprinkled edges (lightly rubbed, some scuff marks, dent to edge of rear 
cover, lacks spine label). Provenance: shelf mark on front blank. 

first edition. The De syderum intervallis of Monforte derives from 
a lecture given in 1698 at the opening of the Palatine Academy in 
Naples, expressing strong support for the investigative tradition of 
Galileo which he felt was being crushed. Besides proposing a more 
satisfactory method for calculating the earth’s radius, it defned a 
method for measuring the lunar parallax consistent with Hipparchus, 
and resolved the issue of the distance of the sun from the earth 
by the measurement of the parallax of Mars. The lecture is here 
translated into Latin, given a critical commentary, and published 
with a second mathematical tract which handled some of the most 
diffcult questions in algebraic analysis (see Dizionario Biografco degli 

Italiani, vol. 75). MOST RARE. SBN locates copies only at the Bib. 
nazionale Vittorio Emanuele III, Naples, and Bib. dell’Opera pia 
collegio Nazareno, Rome. Riccardi I(ii) 167.2.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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q158

MONGITORE, Antonino. L’atto pubblico di 

fede solennemente celebrato nella città di Palermo 

à 6 aprile 1724 dal Tribunale del S. Uffzio di 

Sicilia. Palermo: stamperia d’Agostino ed 
Antonino Epiro, 1724.

2° (284 x 196mm). 3 (of 4) folding engraved 
plates by Francesco Ciché. (Lacks the frst 
processional plate, the second with several 
clean tears and laminated repairs, the longest 
150mm, small area of loss to rock at bottom 
of plate, other two plates with shorter tears 
and repairs, title, frst few leaves and fnal 
text leaves with repairs to margins.) Modern 
blue boards, uncut. Provenance: S. Bertamini 
(signature at head of title).

Mongitore describes the Act of Faith, 
organized by the ‘Tribunale del S. Uffzio di 
Sicilia,’ and celebrated in honour of Charles 
VI (1685-1740), Holy Roman Emperor and 
King of Sicily, on 6 April 1724. Each plate 
has a numbered key with explanation in the 
text. The work culminates with the fnal plate 
which shows the burning of Suor Geltruda 
and Fra Romualdo inside a circular palisade; 
spectators, either standing or sitting in boxes 
and carriages, crowd the circumference. 
FIRST EDITION. SBN records another 
edition apparently published without plates 
at the same date. Lipperheide Si37; Palau X, 
176195.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

q159

MONNET, Charles (1732-after 1808). Etudes d’anatomie a l’usage des 

peintres. Paris: Demarteau, [c. 1770-1775]

2° (376 x 270mm). 42 full page engraved plates, including title-page 
and ‘Avertissment’ leaf by Gilles Demarteau. (Title slightly darkened, 
with small damp stain to lower margin, possible repair along right 
edge, slight spotting throughout, damp stains to lower right corner of 
19 leaves, two small puncture holes through top margin of all leaves, 
slight scuff on plate 31, remnants of label to fyleaf). Contemporary 
quarter morocco, spine lettered in gilt (extremities lightly rubbed, 
light scratches to sides). 

first edition of this richly illustrated anatomical work containing 42 
engravings printed in sanguine and engraved by Gilles Demarteau. 
Charles Monnet was one of the most famous illustrators of the 
18th century and was the appointed painter of King Louis XVI. 
An illustrator and painter, his focus ranged from historical and 
mythological to portraits, landscapes, decorative designs and, as here, 
anatomy. Monnet is known as one of the best vignette artists of his 
time, and ended his career as a professor of drawing in Saint-Cyr. See 
Benezit for Monnet and Demarteau. Choulant-Frank pg. 352; Duval 
& Cuyer, Histoire de l’Anatomie Plastique (1898) pp. 213-216. 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q160

MONTAGNANA, Batholomaeus (d.1460). Consilia medica. Edited by Jacobus de Vitalibus. Venice: Bonetus Locatellus, 
for Octavianus Scotus, 2 August 1497. 

2° (298 x 209mm). 396 leaves, double column, 66 lines and headline. Types: 180 G.; 130 G.; 74 G. Woodcut initials, 
printer’s device at end. (Title re-margined along inner margin and with a few closed holes, lower margin of title a little 
shorter, inner margin of the frst and last few quires with extensive repairs, inner margin of frst and last leaf of each quire 
strengthened with paper, light worming, some holes closed, mainly marginal waterstaining, some occasional staining.) 
Modern vellum (re-stitched, new endpapers). Provenance: some marginal manuscript annotations in ink (partly shaved). 
  
First published in Padua in 1476, this is the third edition and the frst to be printed in Venice of this collection of 
Montagnana’s major works. Montagnana was professor of medicine at Padua, and well-known for his anatomical skills and 
diagnostics; he is ‘said to have dissected over a dozen human bodies, which was an unusually large number for a physician 
at that time.  In the Consilia, Montagnana presents over three hundred case histories complete with symptoms, diagnosis, 
and treatment. This early edition É also includes Montagnana’s work on the baths at Padua as well as two treatises on 
drugs and antidotes’ (Heirs).   HC(Add) 11552*; GW M25279; Klebs 689.3; Polain(B) 2782; IBE 4013; IGI 6699; Pr 
5081; BMC V 448; ISTC im00815000; BSB-Ink M-559; Goff M-815; Heirs 123; Wellcome I, 4401.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q161

MONTANARI, Geminiano (1633-1687). Pensieri fsico-matematici sopra 

alcune esperienze fatte in Bologna nell’Accademia Filosofca eretta dall’ … abbate 

Carlo Antonio Sampieri intorno diuersi effetti de’ liquidi in cannuccie di vetro, 

e altri vasi. [Lettera … scritta a Roma all’ … abate Carlo Antonio Sampieri in 

riposte ad alcune obiezioni intorno i suoi Pensieri fsico-matematici]. Bologna: 
li Manolessi, 1667. 2 parts. Folding engraved plate, frst part with fnal 
blank. (Plate browned, spotting on title, further spotting and corner 
creasing, fnal leaf holed at margin.) [Bound after:]

[MONTANARI, G.]  Prostasi fsicomatematica discorso apologetico 

d’Ottavio Finetti intorno le gare letterarie nate fra … Donato Rossetti, autore 

dell’Antignome fsicomatematiche. Bologna: li Manolessi, 1669. (Lacks the 
folding plate called for by SBN, title ink stained, half-title, title and 
preliminaries spotted, spine block split after frst quire, quire e pulled.)

2 works in one volume, 4° (205 x 145mm). 18th-century vellum with 
morocco label (label chipped, repair to base of spine, covers bowed). 
Provenance: Giovanni Domenico Berio, marchese di Salza (d. 1791) and 
Francesco Maria Berio, marchese di Salza (1765-1820) (bookplate).

first editions. Montanari held the chair of mathematics in Bologna, 
where these works were printed, for fourteen years. The Pensieri reported 
on his studies of the behaviour of liquids in capillary tubes, and was ‘much 
admired by Huygens’ for suggesting ‘a similarity of the ascent of water 
in capillary tubes and that of the sap in plant stems’ (DSB IX, p.485). 
However, it began a bitter dispute with Donato Rossetti, the student of 
Borelli and professor at the university of Pisa, who put forward the idea 
of ‘viscosity,’ a principle denied by Galileo, to explain the phenomenon 
of capillarity. In his 1669 tract Montanari used the pseudonym of Ottavio 
Finetti to respond to the harsh criticisms of his experimental work in 
Rossetti’s Antignome. BL/STC 17th-century Italian Books II, p.588; Gamba 
2015 & 2016; Riccardi I(ii) 170. 3; 170.4; 171.5 (variant title); Vinciana, 
Aut. Ital. del ’600 1586 & 1587.

£900-1,200 $1,200-1,500
 €1,100-1,400

q162

MONTANARI, Geminiano (1633-1687). L’ astrologia convinta di falso 

col mezzo di nuove esperienze, e ragioni fsico-astronomiche, o’ sia La caccia del 

frugnuolo. Venice: Francesco Nicolini, 1685.

4º (238 x 175mm). Engraved author portrait, planetary table on I3v, 
woodcut ornaments. (Some spots, stains and soil marks.) Contemporary 
cartone alla rustica, spine titled in ink (covers rather soiled, tear across 
spine). Provenance: AP (initials at foot of title) – occasional alterations to 
text or pointing hand in margins, doodle in margin of portrait.

first edition, the culmination of a long battle by Montanari against 
deeply cherished beliefs in astrology. His work ‘aroused great interest and 
brought about the banning of this pseudoscience from the universities.’ 
The compilation of an astrological almanac had been one of the duties 
of the sceptical Montanari in his position as astronomy teacher at the 
observatory of Panzano, near Modena. Although the Almanacco del 

Frugnuolo appeared regularly from 1669, it was an almost Swiftian 
invention by a non-believer; ‘its predictions, rather than being deduced 
from the appearance of the heavens, were picked at random in the 
presence of friends’ (DSB IX, p.485-86). Gamba 2019; Houzeau and 
Lancaster 5325; Riccardi I(ii), 175; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ‘600 1593.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000
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MONTANARI, Geminiano (1633-1687, contributor) — ACCADEMIA DEI GELATI. Prose de’ signori Accademici Gelati di Bologna distinte 

ne’ seguenti trattati. Bologna: li Manolesi, 1671. Engraved frontispiece by Lorenzo Tinti after Agostino Carracci, ++4v with dedicatory coat-
of-arms, headpiece and emblem, 15 engraved devices within borders of varying design, woodcut emblems and portraits, 2 full-page cuts of the 
Pleiades, numerous head- and tail-pieces, ornamental initials. (Frontispiece with 23mm internal tear and further tears at foremargin, frst few 
quires with waterstain at bottom margin, S2 with torn margin, some leaves partially detached from spine block, worming at inner margins from 
Gg to end occasionally running onto text, Ff4-Ii1 rehinged, Hh4 soiled at bottom margin.) [Bound with:] 

Leggi dell’Accademia de’ SS.ri Gelati di Bologna. Bologna: li Manolesi, 1671. Engraved arms of the Accademia on title.

2 works in one volume, 4º (207 x 155mm). Contemporary vellum with manuscript title on spine. 

A collection of papers by Academy members, especially noted for Montanari’s frst report ‘Spora la sparizione d’alcune stelle et alter novità 
celesti’ which catalogued many stars of variable brightness. Showing the mutability of the star Algol in particular, it struck ‘a fresh blow at the 
Aristotelian concept of the heavens’ immutability’ (see DSB IX, p.486). The two full-page woodcuts, the ‘Pleiades Montanarij 1668’ and the 
‘Pleiades Galilaei 1610’ (pp. 391-92), compare the observations of Montanari and Galileo. The thick volume also contains 32 portraits, and 88 
emblems which demonstrate, says Praz, ‘the widespread interest of men of letters in the composition of their own devices’ (2nd ed., p.77). A 
French edition followed in 1672. Cicognara 1830; Landwehr, Romanic 7; Riccardi I(ii) 172 (Montanari): ‘opusculo raro’; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del 

‘600 3509.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q164

MONTE, Guidobaldo del (1545-1607). Mechanicorum liber. Pesaro: for Hieronymus Concordia, 1577.

2° (322 x 116mm). Woodcut title vignette of a globe on a lever, 265 woodcut diagrams and illustrations, large historiated initials. (Occasional 
scattered spots and stains, some marginal waterstaining on bottom corner of 2D2-2D4.) 17th-century limp vellum, manuscript title label pasted 
spine, remains of ties, red edges (lightly soiled). Provenance: Wolfgang Engelbert, Graf von Auersperg (1610–1673), of Carniola (in modern 
Slovenia; neat inscription on title dated 1655) — Fürstlich Auerspergsche Fideicommisbibliothek zu Laybach (Ljubljana; bookplate). 

first edition of the author’s frst work, ‘regarded by contemporaries as the greatest work on statics since the Greeks’ (DSB). Guidobaldo 
was Galileo’s patron and friend for twenty years and was possibly the greatest single infuence on his mechanics; the two scientists discussed 
projectile motion and conducted experiments together on the trajectories of cannonballs. Monte was inspector general of fortifcations in 
Tuscany, and a friend of the mathematicians Baldi and Commandino. He was instrumental in securing Galileo’s frst post at the University 
of Padua. His frst work was ‘intended as a return to classical Archimedean models of rigorous mathematical proof and as a rejection of the 
“barbaric” medieval proofs of Jordanus de Nemore... which mixed dynamical principles with mathematical analysis’ (DSB). Adams U-7; DSB 
IX, 487-488; Houzeau and Lancaster 2912; Riccardi I, 178 (‘raro… bella edizione’); Bib. Mechanica p.229 (citing colophon date of 1587).

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q165

MONTE, Guidobaldo del (1545-1607). Problematum astronomicorum libri septem. Venice: B. Giunta & G.B. Ciotti, 1609. 

4° (320 x 227mm). Large engraved vignette on title, many woodcut illustrations, woodcut initials. (Small repaired hole in outer margin of title, 
some leaves with faint waterstaining, mostly marginal, marginal worming throughout.) Contemporary vellum-backed limp boards, manuscript 
title on spine (new endpapers, lightly soiled). 

first edition. One of only two works on astronomy by this faithful Aristotelian and early patron of Galileo. The earlier work was his 
Planisphaeriorum of 1579, while the present study appeared two years after his death. Houzeau and Lancaster 2912.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q166

MONTE, Guidobaldo del (1545-1607). In duos Archimedis aequeponderantium Libros paraphrasis. Pesaro: Girolamo Concordia, 1588. 

2° (315 x 210mm). Woodcut vignette on title, woodcut diagrams. (A few spots.) Contemporary limp vellum, manuscript title on spine (lacking 
ties). Provenance: Andrea Spinula (inscription at foot of title) – Giuseppe Renato Imperiali (1651-1737; stamp at foot of title). 

first edition of Guidobaldo del Monte’s commentary on Archimedes’ work on the equilibrium of planes, containing his own important and 
influential treatise on the determination of centres of gravity. Giuseppe Renato Imperiali, this book’s early owner, was made a cardinal by 
Alexander VIII in 1690. Although the library, the nucleus of which was inherited from his grand uncle Cardinal Lorenzo Imperiali, has long 
been dispersed, it is remembered because of the catalogue compiled in 1711 by the librarian Giusto Fontanini (1666-1736). Adams U-6 (listed 
under Ubaldinus); Riccardi I(ii), 179.5.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q167

MONTE, Guidobaldo del (1545-1607). De cochlea. Libri quatuor. 

Venice: Evangelisto Deuchino, 1615.

2° (296 x 210mm). Engraved title vignette, woodcut diagrams 
throughout. (Title slightly soiled, C3 with marginal repair.) Modern 
vellum with morocco spine label (bowed).

first edition of this mathematical study, posthumously published by 
Guidobaldo’s son. It examined the potential of a celebrated invention 
of Archimedes known as the cochlea or ‘tube’. BL/STC 17th-century 

Italian Books II, p.589; Brunet V, 996; Riccardi I(ii) 180.7.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q168

MONTE, Guidobaldo del (1545-1607). Planisphaeriorum universalium 

theorica. Cologne: Maternus Cholinus, 1581.

4º (254 x 177mm). Title with line border and geometrical ‘ardua 
plana’ vignette. Woodcut diagrams, some full-page. With fnal blank 
R2. (Title with repair and 35mm. length of border in pen-and-ink 
facsimile, occasional light soiling and browning, P3 to end with 
marginal worming.) Contemporary blind-tooled pigskin, red edges 
(covers worn, more so on back, spine rubbed, worming to rear 
pastedown). Provenance: several contemporary annotations.

Second edition. Guidobaldo was Galileo’s patron and friend for 
twenty years, strongly infuencing his work in mechanics (see 
DSB IX, p.487). This is of one of the non-mechanical works of 
Guidobaldo with important applications to map making; it frst 
appeared at Pisa in 1579, involving the author in polemical debate 
with Gemma Frisius and il de Rojas. Adams U-9; BL/STC Italian 

Books p.446; Houzeau and Lancaster 3285 (mistakenly citing a 1560 
frst edition); Riccardi I(ii) 179.2.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0167}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0168}


136

q169

MONTESQUIEU, [Charles] (1689-1755). Le Temple de Gnide. 
Paris: Didot Jeune, 1794.

8° (241 x 160mm). Half-title, engraved frontispiece, 11 engraved 
plates, 9 by Le Mire after C. Eisen and 2 by Thomas after Le Barbier. 
Contemporary calf, gilt spine (faintly rubbed at extremities). 
Provenance: armorial bookplate.

Large paper copy. Second illustrated edition of Montesquieu’s 
pseudo-Greek prose pastoral, frst published in 1725. Including the 
exquisite engravings by Le Mire after Eisen from the 1772 edition, 
plus the 2 additional plates after Le Barbier. Brunet III, 1861; Cohen/ 
de Ricci 728. 

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q170

MOSCARDO, Ludovico Luigi. Note overo Memorie del museo di 

Lodovico Moscardo. Padua: Paolo Frambotto, 1656. 

2° (306 x 209mm). Additional engraved title, 114 illustrations. (Title 
lightly browned, small paper faw in margin of G3, Qq2 misbound at 
end and some small ink spots on verso shining through on recto, very 
light worming in lower margin of last 2 leaves, occasional very light 
browning.) Contemporary sheep, spine gilt in compartments (lightly 
rubbed), modern slipcase. Provenance: J.A. Freilich (bookplate; sold at 
Sotheby’s New York, 11 January 2001, lot 404).

scarce first edition. ‘A richly illustrated description of a typical 
seventeenth century Italian museum which was the hobby of a 
wealthy collector. Assembled by the Veronese antiquary Moscardo 
over some 30 years in the tradition of the humanist’s “studiolo,” 
it contained a wide variety of objects described in an introductory 
verse by a visitor to the house as forming “a world in themselves.” 
The Moscardo collection incorporated the collection of Francesco 
Calzolari of Verona, which was one of the earliest private museums 
in Italy. The frst section describes and illustrates his antiquities … 
The second section lists over 100 minerals as well as petrifed objects 
and fossils. The fnal section comprises corals, shells and preserved 
aquatic creatures’ (Schuh, Bibliography of Mineralogy, online). Nissen 
ZBI 2898.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q171

MORGAGNI, Giovanni Battista (1682-1771). De sedibus, et causis morborum per anatomen indagatis libri quinque. Venice: typographia 
Remondinia, 1761.

2 volumes in one, 2° (374 x 234mm). Double column. Engraved frontisopiece of the author by Giovanni Volpato, frst title in red and black, 
both titles with engraved vignette. (Title with short tear at inside corner, vol. I wormed at bottom margin of frst few quires and lacking the 
fnal unnumbered leaf, vol. II with stain to quire Z affecting some letters, occasional spots and stains elsewhere.)  Quarter calf and green boards 
with vellum tips, c. 1800, fat gilt spine with red morocco labels, speckled edges (spine rubbed, front joint slightly split, small chips to covers).

first edition of a monumental work describing some 700 case histories and correlating them with post-mortem examinations ‘replete with 
astute observations’ (Lilly). Through Morgagni’s insightful reports, a knowledge of the anatomical condition of common diseases became a new 
basis for diagnosis and treatment, and enquiry into symptoms grew of the frst importance. Dibner, Heralds 125; Garrison and Morton 2276; 
Grolier, Medicine 46; Heirs of Hippocrates 792; Honeyman 2252; Lilly p.125; NLM/Blake, p.312; Norman 1547; PMM 206.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000
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q172

MUCHA, Alphonse (1860-1939, illustrator) — FLERS, Robert de.  Ilsée Princesse de Tripoli. Paris: H. Piazza, 21 May 1897.

4° (322 x 245mm). 132 chromolithographic illustrations, front cover design, ten ornamental initials, fleurons and culs-de-lampe, by Mucha. 
Blind-stamped frontispiece by Alex. Charpentier.  (Occasional marginal soiling.) Later red half morocco, preserving original wrappers and 
spine, top edge gilt, others uncut. Provenance: H. Chabanot (contemporary gift inscription to him on verso of half-title).

one of the great examples of art nouveau book design. Limited to 252 copies overall, this is one of 180 copies on vélin d’Arches, but not 
numbered. Mucha is particularly celebrated as the poster maker, costume and set designer to Sarah Bernhardt. Ray, French 366.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q173

M†NSTER, Sebastian (1489-1552). Compositio horologiorum, in plano, muro, truncis, anulo, concavo, cylindro et variis quadrantibus, cum signorum 

zodiaci et diversarum horarum inscriptionibus. Basel: Henricus Petri, 1531.
 
4° (195 x 143mm). Title with woodcut illustration of sundials, 56 woodcuts in the text, some full-page, Petrus’s device on verso of fnal leaf. 
(Lacks the folding plate of a wall sundial, title rehinged and repaired where stamp removed in lower corner, title also waterstained at inner 
margin and with slight tears, beginning and end quires rehinged, A2 with marginal repair, quire K misbound after L, some light marginal 
browning.) Modern half vellum and marbled boards. Provenance: annotations in a contemporary hand – Jesuit College Friburg, July 1664 
(deleted inscription at head of title).

first edition. Münster, best known for his Cosmographia universalis (1544), was not only a geographer but a mathematician and Hebraist. In 
this work on dialling, he reviewed prestigious literature on this ancient craft, incorporated recent innovations allowing for greater accuracy, 
and presented the theory, construction, and employment of both sundials and his own invention of the moon dial. The frst German edition 
was published under the same imprint in 1537. As VD16 notes, the woodcuts on pp. 39, 166, 173, 177 (and the folding plate, which is 
seldom present) are ascribed to Hans Holbein the Younger. Adams M-1916; Brunet III, 1944; Burmeister, Sebastian Munster 49; Houzeau and 
Lancaster 11349; Zinner 1448. 

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q174

M†NSTER, Sebastian (1488-1552). Horologiographia, post priorem aeditionem. Basel: Henricus Petri, 1533.
 
4° (203 x 155mm). Title woodcut, 60 full-page and 7 half-page woodcut diagrams with occasional touches of hand-colouring, 12 full-page 
cuts of the zodiacal signs partly by Hans Holbein the Younger, printer’s device at end. Two 15th-century manuscript leaves bound in as 
rear endpapers. (Title soiled, tattered and severely stained at outer margin, frst few quires soiled at margins, more occasional soiling to later 
leaves, fnal quire tt browned and frayed at bottom edges, also somewhat soiled.) Contemporary wallet-style vellum, spine with three raised 
bands, manuscript title lettering in upper compartment, original brass clasps, uncut (several tears, piece torn from front cover, pages slightly 
compressed, front endpapers replaced). Provenance: Alhardus vander Horst (contemporary inscription on title). 

Second, augmented edition of Münster’s impressively illustrated work on sundials, here in a rare contemporary wallet binding. Adams M-1918; 
Brunet III, 1944; Burmeister, Sebastian Münster 50; Honeyman 2272; Wellcome I, 4476; Zinner 1538

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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q175

MUSSCHENBROEK, Pierre van (1692-1751). Essai de Physique. 
Leyden: Samuel Luchtmans, 1751

2 volumes, 4° (255 x 190mm). Engraved frontispiece portrait of the 
author in vol. I, woodcut title devices, 34 folding engraved plates, 
woodcut head- and tail pieces. (Light browning, occasional spotting, 
endpapers a little soiled.) Contemporary mottled calf, spines gilt 
(some scratches, chips to head and foot of vol. I).

Second French edition of Musschenbroek’s treatise on physics. 
‘Musschenbroek is generally credited with originating the Leyden jar’, 
the frst electrical capacitor (DSB IX, p.596). The last 4 folding plates 
depict this and other instruments invented by the author.                  (2)

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q176

[BAULOT, Isaac (1619-169?)]. Mutus liber in quo tamen tota 

philosophia hermetica ... authore cujus nomen est Altus. [Geneva: Chouet, 
1702?].

2° (414 x 250mm). Engraved title page, 14 engraved alchemical 
illustrations all numbered. (Some marginal soiling, upper corner of 
one leaf torn.) Modern half vellum over pasteboard (a few marks, 
some splitting to upper joint). Provenance: ‘P. Reg.ri OG’ (inscription 
to title).

rare suite of plates on alchemy. First published at La Rochelle 
in 1677, this second edition was published in 1702 as part of of J.J. 
Manget’s alchemical compendium Bibliotheca chemica curiosa. ‘The 
plates are partly symbolical, partly pictorial, representing an alchemist 
and his wife engaged in chemical operations, such as sublimation, 
distillation, the hermetic sealing of fasks, and the old chemical 
apparatus is very well displayed’ (Ferguson). Although Altus is listed 
as the author on the title page, the true author is now recognised 
as Isaac Baulot, an anagram of Jacob Saulat, whose name is on the 
privilege; the attribution to Barbier à Tollé, doctor of La Rochelle, is 
no longer held. Ferguson p.29. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q177

NAPIER, John (1550-1617). Logarithmorum canonis descriptio. Lyon: B. Vincent, 1620. 

3 parts, 4° (202 x 136mm). Each part with separate title, frst title printed in red and black, woodcut diagrams. (Some light browning and 
spotting.) 18th-century calf-backed boards (head and tail of spine chipped, extremities rubbed).  Provenance: Carlo Moruzzi (stamp at foot of 
frst title). 

First edition in French of Napier’s discovery of logarithms, one of the greatest milestones in the history of Western science. It enormously 
advanced the art of calculation and was immediately and successfully applied by Kepler to astronomy. Cf. PMM 116 (original edition).

£1,800-2,500 $2,300-3,100
 €2,100-2,900
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q178

NAUSEA, Friedrich (c.1496-1552). Libri mirabilium septem. Cologne: Peter Quentel, 1532. 

4° (192 x 146mm). 29 woodcut illustrations in the text. (Some splitting to textblock, minor marginal dampstaining and occasional fnger 
soiling). Contemporary French panelled calf, tooled in blind (endpapers renewed, a few old repairs, some splitting to joints). Provenance: Jean 
Ballesdens (1600-1675, editor, bibliophile, and personal secretary to Chancellor Pierre Séguier, Ballesdens was one of the earliest collectors of 
Grolier and other fne French Renaissance bindings; ink signature to title) – Libreria Antiquaria Mediolanum (bookseller’s label) – unidentifed 
bookplate. 
 
first and only edition of this ‘book of seven wonders’ by theologian and Bishop of Vienna Friedrich Nausea, illustrating curious celestial and 
terrestrial phenomena from earthquakes to the appearance of Halley’s comet in 1531. Caillet III, 7931.

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0178}
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q179

NATURAL PHENOMENA, INCLUDING EARTHQUAKES, ECLIPSES, THE AURORA BOREALIS AND COMETS – SFORZA, 
J.M. Meteorologicae lucubrationes ex Aristotelis Meteororum libris. Naples: 1655. 4° (223 x 162mm). Large printer’s device on title. (Occasional light 
scattered spotting.) Modern pasteboard binding (splits to spine). 

SGUARIO, Eusebio. Dissertazione sopra le aurore boreali. Venice: 1738. [Bound with:] – Sopra L’Aurora Boreale comparia il di 16. Dicembre l’Anno 

1737. Venice: 1738. 2 works in one vol., 4° (219 x 150mm). Engraved folding plate and 3 others, typographic table. (First title soiled and 
creased, occasional light scattered spotting.) Modern boards. 

CACCIATORE, Niccolò. Della cometa apparsa in luglio del 1819 osservazioni. Palermo: Dalla reale Stamperia, 1819. . 4° (225 x 156mm). 
Engraved vignette on title and one in text, folding engraved plate. (Very small worming in gutter affecting few leaves at end.) Contemporary 
calf-backed boards (extremities rubbed). Provenance: authorial presentation copy (ink inscription on flyleaf, to:) Catarina di Simone. 

SECCHI, P. Angelo. Relazione delle osservazioni fatte in Spagna durante l’eclisse totale del 18 Luglio 1860. Rome: 1860. 8° (210 x 148mm). Folding 
engraved plate. Modern vellum backed boards.  

STAMBUCCHI, Roberto. Intorno all’eclisse annulare di sole visibile in Italia il giorno 9 ottobre 1847. Milan: 1846. 8° (210 x 135mm). Folding map 
showing path of the eclipse. (Occasional faint spotting.) Contemporary leather-backed boards. 

VANNUCCI, Giuseppe Arciprete. Discorso istorico-flosofco sopra il tremuoto. Cesna: 1787. 8° (220 x 138mm). Folding engraved view (plate torn 
along creasefold, but without loss, occasional light browning to text.) Modern quarter calf. 

COMIERS, Claude. La nature et presage des cometes. Lyons: 1665. 8° (170 x 100mm). Half-title, woodcut diagrams in the text. (Title repaired.) 
Contemporary calf, gilt spine (extremities lightly rubbed). Provenance: Franz Pollack-Parnau (bookplate). 

 MAIRAN, Jean Jacques d’Ortus de. Traité physique et historique de l’aurore boréale. Paris: 1754. 4° (223 x 162mm). 17 folding plates. (Title 
spotted and with closed repaired tears, variable spotting, staining and browning throughout). Contemporary calf, gilt spine (rebacked, 
preserving original spine, extremities rubbed with some repairs). 

SIMONELLI, Jacopo Filippo. Scientia eclipsium ex imperio, et commercio Sinarum illustrate. Rome: 1744-1747. 4 parts in 1 vol., 4° (242 x 165mm). 
18 engraved plates, all but one folding. (Old paper pasted onto L3r and N4v in pt. 2, variable browning.) Contemporary calf, gilt spine 
(refurbished). Provenance: Alain Brieux (dealer’s ticket). [Sold with:] 6 other works on related subjects.                   (14)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q180

NICERON, Jean-François (1613-1646). La Perspective curieuse. Paris: widow of F. Langlois, 1652-51. 

2 parts, 2° (341 x 225mm). Half-title, additional engraved title, 50 engraved plates, one double-page, woodcut head- and tailpieces, initials. 
(Very lightly browned throughout.) 18th-century sprinkled calf gilt (extremities rubbed, head and tail of spine chipped). Provenance: M[aria] 
L[udovica] Borromeo Arese and M[assimiliano] Favia del Core (bookplate) – illegible library stamp (on half-title and printed title).
 
First published in 1638, this is the third edition, edited by Roberval, but the frst to contain Mersenne’s important optical treatise, L’optique et 

la catoptrique. This is Niceron’s major work on perspective and geometrical optics. His Persepective curieuse (1638) defnes the range and nature of 
the problems he addressed; later editions of the work simply provide more detail’ (DSB).

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0180}
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q181

NOLLET, [Jean Antoine] (1700-1770). 
Lezioni fsica esperimentale. Venice: 
Giambatista Pasquali, 1762-1778.

6 volumes, 8° (170 x 110mm). Half-titles 
to frst 4 volumes, engraved frontispiece, 
woodcut device to titles, 114 folding 
engraved plates, extra illustrated with 
two plates in manuscript. (A few leaves 
marginally torn, various degrees of spotting 
throughout.) Contemporary vellum, 
manuscript titles to spine.
 
Nollet was a French clergyman and scientist 
noted for his important contributions to the 
study of electricity. Translated from the Paris 
edition of 1759, this richly illustrated treatise 
on physics includes two plates skilfully 
supplied in an early manuscript hand. Vol. II 
is from the later 1778 edition; the fnal two 
volumes are often lacking. 
Wheeler Gift 319.                   (6)

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q182

NOSTRADAMUS, Michel de (1503-1566).  Pronostico et lunario 

… calculato nella citta di Salon de Craux in Prouenza. Spora l’anno M D 

LXIII. Padua: Cristoforo Griffo, 1563. 

Small 4° (190 x 140mm). 8 leaves, printer’s device on title, one 
historiated woodcut initial. (A few ink marks on title.) Late 19th/
early 20th-century boards (foot of spine chipped).
 
very rare. Nostradamus’s prediction for the year 1563, faithfully 
translated from the French, was published at Bologna and Padua. This 
Padua edition is extremely rare. SBN lists only two copies, at Perugia 
(Biblioteca comunale Augusta) and Venice (Biblioteca nazionale 
Marciana). Only one copy is recorded of the Bologna edition.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q184

OCCULT – MASINI, ELISEO. Sacro Arsenale overo Prattica dell’offcio della Santa Inquisitione. Genoa and Perugia: Sebastiano Zecchini, 1653. 
4° (213 x 153 mm). (A number of gatherings browned, scattered staining and spotting, fnal leaf with short marginal tear just into text.) 
Contemporary vellum, gilt roll-tooled borders to covers with cornerpieces and central device, gilt edges (rear inner hinge broken, lightly soiled, 
lacking ties). Provenance: Sebastiano de Marini, advocate fscal to the Holy Offce [i.e. the Inquisition] (ink inscription on fyleaf). 

MAFFEI, Giovanni Camillo. Scala Naturale, overo Fantasia Dolcissima, intorno alle cose occulte, e. desiderate nella Filosofa. Venice: Giovanno 
Varisco, 1564. 8° (150 x 98mm). Title with printer’s woodcut device, and full-page woodcut portrait of the author to verso, several woodcut 
initials, one woodcut text illustration. (Staining to lower margin throughout.) Modern limp vellum. [And:] MASEN, J. Speculum imaginum 

veritatis occultae, exhibens symbola, emblemata, hieroglyphica, aenigmata, omni tam materiae, quam formae varietate. Cologne: Kinckius, [1650]. 8° (163 
x 98mm). Complete with index and the separately paginated fnal part of 47pp. Contemporary vellum, yapp edges (extremities lightly rubbed 
and soiled). FIRST EDITION. 

VISCONTI, Zacharia. Complementum Artis Exorcisticae. Venice: Francesco Bariletti, 1619. 8° (160 x 109mm). Engraved representation of a 
terrestrial globe on title. (Title with tiny marginal tear due to paper faw, A7 and E8 with marginal chips, ink mark affecting a couple of words 
on K7v, some light scattered spotting.) Contemporary limp vellum (extremities lightly rubbed with a few tiny chips). Provenance: Bibliotheca 
Montis Oliveti de Neapoli (stamp on title, later sold to:) – Cipriano Pinto (purchase inscription dated 1888 on fyleaf). – GODELMANN, 
Johann Georg. Tractatus de magis venefcis et lamiis, deqve his recte cognoscendis et puniendis. Frankfurt: Nikolaus Bassae and Johann Saur, 1601. 
4° (187 x 148mm). (Title strengthened, small marginal chip to R3, occasional minor marginal worming, tiny burn hole in marginal to 3C2, 
occasional light browning.) Modern vellum. Provenance: occasional early ink marginalia and underlining – Frédéric and Anne Max (booklabel). 
– GEBER [JABIR IBN HAYYAN, attributed]. Geberis philosophi perspicacissimi. Venice: Schoeffer, and Brixium: Pederz, 1542. 8° (150 x 
103mm). Large woodcut on verso of title, woodcut initials and text-illustrations of alchemical apparatus, 4 of which full-page, Pederz’s 
woodcut device on verso of fnal leaf. (Occasional light spotting.) Later pasteboard binding (soiled). Provenance: occasional early ink marginalia 
and underlining.

a collection of very scarce publications on the occult, including Masini’s rare work on the Inquisition. Masini was an inquisitor at 
Genoa between 1609-1627, and the frst edition of his work published in 1621 was completely destroyed by order of the Holy Offce. A 
second followed in 1639, with the present third edition appearing in 1653. The work outlines inquisitorial law, and contains the infamous 
sixth chapter ‘Del modo d’interrogare i Rei nella tortura.’ The group also contains the frst edition of Maffei’s cosmological treatise, where 
the universe is envisaged as a series of fourteen concentric spheres with man at the centre. The fnal named work is a 16th-century reprint of 
alchemical tracts. Sold with one other work.                   (8)

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q183

OBSEQUENS, Julius.  Prodigiorum liber. Basel: Johannes Operinus, 1552.
 
 8° (161 x 107mm). Woodcut vignette on title, 83 woodcut illustrations, historiated 
initials.  (Small paper faw in H5 with loss of image on recto and verso, a few leaves with 
mainly light marginal waterstaining, light worming in outer margin of second half.) 
Modern morocco. Provenance: Guy Bechtel (bookplate; G. Bechtel’s collection of books of 
occult studies was sold at auction in 1978).  

First separately printed edition of this work on omens and supernatural events, frst 
published in 1508 at the end of Aldine’s edition of Pliny’s Epistolae. The illustrations 
depict various abnormal animals and humans, landscapes, destroyed cities, weather and 
other natural phenomena.  Edited by C. Lycosthenes, the work also contains Polydore 
Vergil’s ‘De prodigiis’ and Camerarius’s ‘De ostentis’. Adams O-8; Durling 3380; 
Wellcome I, 4602.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q185

ORAZI, Manuel (1860-1934) and Austin DE CROZE. Calendrier Magique. Paris: l’Art Nouveau, 1895. 

2° (550 x 160mm). 16 leaves featuring 13 full-page lithographs heightened in gold, numerous other lithographic 
illustrations in gilt and colours including large decorative initials, pentagrams, a tarot card and other occult symbols. (A few 
corners slightly brittle, some edges just chipping). Original wrappers (slightly worn).

rare art nouveau black magic calendar. This striking publication brings together various elements of sorcery and 
occultism to produce a wildly unusual subversion of a typical calendar. Handsomely printed with strong colours in an 
apparent run of 777 copies, this work is an arresting example of the esoteric style of art nouveau illustration at the fn de 
siècle. Bib. Esoterica 609; Caillet 8197: ‘fort original et d’une rare exécution artistique’.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q186

ODIERNA, Giovanni Battista (1597-1660). Archimede redivivo con la stadera del momento …. Dove non solamente s’insegna il modo di scoprir le frodi 

nella falsifcatione dell’oro, e dell’argento, ma si notifca l’uso delli pesi, e delle misure ciuili presso diuerse nationi del mondo, e di questo Regno di Sicilia. 
Palermo: Decio Cirillo, 1644.

2 parts, 4° (200 x 135mm). Dedicatee’s arms on title, two identical woodcuts of Galileo’s ‘bilancetta’, woodcut ornaments. (Light worming 
throughout, some spotting and marginal soiling.) Later vellum, uncut (bowed, recased with new endpapers).

first edition on the detection of counterfeit precious metals, and the correct use of weights and measures. The author was an admirer of 
Galileo, and his work prints the latter’s discourse on Archimedes’ proof of the theft from Hiero’s crown together with his account of a new 
weighing instrument named the ‘bilancetta’. Carli and Favaro 199; Cinti 112; Riccardi I(ii) 213.3: ‘raro ed assai pregiato’.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q187

ODIERNA, Giovanni Battista (1597-1660). De systemate orbis cometici deque admirandis coeli characteribus. Palermo: Niccolò Bua, 1654. 

4° (211 x 150mm). Woodcut illustrations (black on white), some full-page, ornamental initials. (Title tipped in, some spotting, occasional 
soiling, light marginal waterstaining.) Contemporary limp vellum (spine block twisted, lightly soiled); modern case. Provenance: Father Giulio 
d’Amico (several inscriptions, some scored, including one on title) – Lemaggio (inscription on title and K4 verso) – blind-stamped armorial 
(free endpaper) – annotations on pastedowns. 

scarce first edition. ‘Perhaps his most interesting work is his 1654 “Systematics of the world of comets, and on the admirable objects of the 
sky”.  Odierna thought there were profound differences between comets and nebulae: because of the motion and changing appearance of 
comets, he thought them to be made up of a more terrestrial matter, while nebulae should be made up of stars, and thus “Lux Primogenita”. 
In the frst part he follows Galileo’s ideas on comets. In the second, more interesting part, he describes and lists 40 nebulae he had observed, 
with fnder charts and some sketches, classifed according to their resolvability into stars in Luminosae (star clusters to the naked eye), Nebulae 
(appearing nebulous to the unaided eye, but are resolved in his telescope) and Occultae (not resolved in his telescope).’ (H. Frommert, 
Biographical Encyclopedia of Astronomers). Not in Houzeau and Lancaster. 

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q188

ODIERNA, Joannes Baptista (1597-1660). Medicaeorum ephemerides. Palermo: Cirillos, 1656.

4 parts, 4° (218 x 156mm). General title with woodcut of the sun. Four part titles, that to frst part with arms of Ferdinand II, the dedicatee, 
other part titles with printer’s device. Woodcut diagrams, tailpieces and initials. (General title slightly soiled, frst part lacking a preliminary leaf, 
most leaves heavily washed.) Old vellum (restored, a probable remboitage); modern calf-backed clamshell case. Provenance: D. Felice Forcolare 
(early signature on title) – Franciscan monastic library, Naro (stamp).

a rare work of sicilian astronomy. The observations recorded here by Odierna were principally aimed at determining the period of 
revolution of the four satellites of Jupiter. ‘Like Galileo he tried to predict their eclipses, which would have helped to solve the long-standing, 
important problem of determining longitudes at sea; lacking suffcient knowledge of celestial mechanics, neither he nor Galileo was successful’ 
(DSB X, p.176). The work has a peculiar structure, and may best be interpreted as one work in three parts, followed by a supplement with 
more observations in the fnal part. RBH only records the sale of the Macclesfeld copy in 2005. first edition. Carli and Favaro 258; Riccardi 
I(ii), 214.8; not in Houzeau and Lancaster.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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q189

OLIVIERI, Carlo. Baculus dæmonum coniurationes malignorum spirituum 

optimæ, et probatæ mirabilisque effcaciæ. Perugia: Marco Nacarrino, 
1618. 

8° (146 x 100mm). Jesuit device on title, printer’s device on fnal 
verso. Full-page engraved portrait of St Ubaldo, woodcuts of 
biblical scenes and of other saints. (Some browning and spotting, 
waterstaining to title and quires A-B.) Contemporary limp vellum 
(covers crinkled and slightly shrivelled, rather worn). Provenance: 
Mathurius (signature on title) – contemporary manuscript notes on 
front and rear endpapers.

an important manual of exorcism. Olivieri was the offcial exorcist 
at the church of St Ubaldo in Perugia. This compilation of prayers, 
exhortations and apocalyptic scriptures was intended to promote the 
cult of this local saint and his exorcising function. first edition. Not 
in BL/STC, Caillet or Vinciana. 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q190

OLMO, Marc Antonio. Physiologia barbae humanae. Bologna: 
Giovanni Battista Bellagamba, 1601.

2° (289 x 197mm). Title printed in red and black with red and 
black woodcut vignette, head- and tailpieces, woodcut initials, 
large woodcut illustration. (Some browning, scattered spotting and 
marginal dampstaining, a few faint creases towards the end, lacking 
the appendix as usual.) Contemporary vellum (lightly soiled). 
Provenance: ‘Domus Profes[sae] Rom[anae] Soc[ietatis] Jesu Cat[alogo] 
Inscrip[tus] Bibli[otec]ae Com[mun]is’ (inscription at head of title).
 
first edition of Olmo’s substantial work on the physiology of the 
human beard, preceded by a shorter account entitled Philosophia et 

medicina barbae humanae (Modena, 1599). 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q191

ORTELIUS, Abraham (1527-1598). Il Theatro del Mondo, nelquale distintamente si dimonstrano in tavole tutte le provincie, regni e paesi ... ridotto dalla 

forma grande in questa piccola. Edited by Pietro Maria Marchetti. Brescia: Compagnia Bresciana, 1598.
 
8° (190 x 140mm). 109 engraved half-page maps. With blank O6. (Some mainly marginal soiling, A1 stained, A2 more lightly stained and 
with marginal tear, G3 repaired at bottom margin, occasional spots.) Near contemporary vellum with red morocco label, blue sprinkled edges 
(recased with new endpapers, one board edge worn, tiny split in spine). 

Earliest edition of the Epitome of Ortelius to appear in Italy. The charming maps, copied from the frst Galle editions of the Epitome, are printed 
on the upper part of the recto pages, with text on the lower part and on verso. ‘The main difference from the originals is that the names of the 
regions were engraved at the bottom, outside the frame.’ Koeman III Ort 69; Van der Krogt 33A:01; Sabin 57702 (date misprinted 1589).

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q192

OZANAM, Jacques (1640-1717).  
Recreations mathematiques et physiques... 

Nouvelle édition. Paris: Claude Jombert, 1725.

4 volumes, 8° (188 x 120mm). 136 engraved 
plates, some folding, woodcut head- and 
tailpieces. (A few plates tipped in, a few 
margins cropped, causing slight loss of image 
in one plate in vol. II, a few plates lightly 
waterstained in vol. III, frst title with a 
few small holes in gutter, light browning 
throughout, heavier in a few leaves.) 
Contemporary sprinkled calf, spines gilt in 
compartments, morocco lettering-pieces 
(head and tail of spines chipped, rubbed). 
Provenance: G. Perrero (book-label) – 
?Righieri (partly erased or scored inscription 
on titles). 

Originally published in 1694 and reprinted regularly. ‘Ozanam’s Recreations may be regarded as the forerunner of modern books on 
mathematical recreations. He drew heavily on the works of Bachet de Meziriac, Mydorge, Leurechon, and Daniel Schwenter; his own 
contributions were somewhat less signifcant, for he was not a particularly creative mathematician’ (DSB).                   (4)

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q193

PACINI, Giacomo (d. 1560). De tenuis humoris febrem faciente ante 

purgationem per artem incrassatione, necnon Graecorum super hoc cum 

Arabibus conciliatione peracuta disceptatio. Venice: [Paolo Manuzio], 
1558.

8º (142 x 90mm). Aldine device on title and verso of fnal leaf, initial 
spaces with guide letters. (Spotting to last two leaves, fnal verso 
lightly soiled.) 19th-century calf gilt (lightly rubbed). Provenance: Van 
der Hoeven (two family signatures on front blank, bookplate).

first edition of this scarce medical work from the Aldine press. 
Online ABPC only records two sales, possibly of the one copy, in 
1979 and 1980. Adams P-6; Ahmanson-Murphy 539; BL/STC 
p.483; Renouard 173.2; Wellcome 4687.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q194

PADOVANI, Fabrizio. Tractatus duo, alter de ventis, alter perbrevis de terraemotu. Bologna: Giovanni Battista Bellagamba, 1601.
 
2° (285 x 195mm). Woodcut device on title, initials, head- and tailpieces, 39 engravings in the text, 5 of which full-page including one with 
blank verso illustrating musical instruments. (Occasional light spotting, small repair to margin of O3 touching three letters, fnal leaf with pink 
ink numbers in bottom margin.) Old vellum (rebacked). Provenance: deleted ownership inscription on title. 

first and only edition of this rare and handsomely illustrated work. The book discusses the nature of winds, and has fne engravings of 
windmills and ships, as well as compass roses and wind-maps of the world, including the Americas. Only around ten pages at the end of the 
work are about earthquakes. A full-page world map, Carta Marina, in the style of Gastaldi, has an overlaid approximately circular grid of rhumb 
lines. Riccardi I(ii) 230: ‘Bella edizione’; Shirley 232 (world map).

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q195

PADOVANI, Giovanni (b. 1512?). Opera nuova É tradotta di latino in 

volgare, la qual dichiara l’uso del maraviglioso istromento astronomico, da lui 

intitulato Horoscopio. Verona: Paulo Ravegnano, 1560.

2 parts, 4° (220 x 164mm). Title device, several woodcut initials. 
With fnal blank. (Title with a few small marginal tears, some light 
marginal spotting and soiling.) 20th-century half vellum and blue 
patterned boards, uncut.

first edition in italian. Whereas the two Latin editions of 1560 
and 1563 both appeared in Venice in 12mo, the vernacular editions 
of 1560 and 1592 were both published in Padovani’s city of Verona 
in grander quarto. The ‘Horoscopio’ was a form of clock which he 
devised not to keep time but, as shown in the frst part, to calculate 
what the hour might be at different times of day or night. The second 
part reveals some of the other ‘secrets’ of his ‘marvellous instrument,’ 
such as how to fnd the height of the sun’s meridian or the elevation 
of the pole. SCARCE. Only fve copies located in EDIT16. No sale 
record in ABPC/RBH. BL/STC Italian Books p.483; Honeyman 
2382; Houzeau and Lancaster 4881 & 11368; Riccardi I(ii) 231.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q196

PADOVANI, Giovanni (b. 1512?). De 

compositione, e usu multiformium horologiorum solarium 

ad omnes totius orbis regiones, ac situs in qualibet 

superfcie. Venice: Franciscus Francisci, 1582.

4º (197 x 147mm). Large woodcut device on title, 
woodcut diagrams, historiated initials. (Repaired 
holes in title where signature erased with slight loss 
to device, title and following leaf tipped onto front 
free endpaper, a few quires browned, some light 
stains and soil marks.) 20th-century quarter calf 
and brown buckram (light rubbing to spine cap).

Second edition of this popular work, signifcantly 
expanding and rewriting the frst edition of 1570, 
earlier issue without the two leaves of errata at 
end. Padovani’s manual gave instructions for the 
manufacture and laying out of mural (vertical) and 
horizontal sundials, and provided extensive tables 
of declinations for various latitudes with both 
occidental and oriental examples. BL/STC Italian 

Books p.483; Bromley, Clockmaker’s Library 638; 
Honeyman 2384; Houzeau and Lancaster 11375; 
Riccardi I(ii) 233.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q197

PAGANI, Francesco Maria de. Fortuna seu methodus adhuc nemini 

cognita erigendae fgurae coelestis in conceptione. Lyons: Jean Antoine 
Huguetan, 1679. 12°. Half title, woodcut diagrams. (Some light 
spotting.) first edition, rare, no record at auction on ABPC online 
or RBH. [Bound with:]

SPRENGER, Johann Theodor (d.1668). Praxis & usus globi coelestis 

& terrestris. Jena: Heinrich Christoph Cröcker, 1691. 12°.  Woodcut 
diagrams. (Browned and spotted throughout, small stain in upper 
margin.) [and:]

VOGLER, Johann and Johann Georg MÄNDEL. Problema 

gnomonicum de horologio universali diurno as nocturne. Ingolstadt: J. 
Ostermayr, 1659. 12°. 6 engraved plates, including 2 folding. (Clean 
tear across one folding plate repaired.) No record at auction on 
ABPC online or RBH. 
 
3 works in one volume, 12° (159 x 90mm).  (Upper outer corner 
slightly ‘gnawed’ throughout.) Contemporary speckled calf, spine gilt 
in compartments (front hinge cracked, top corners bumped).

 £700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q198

PAGNINI, Giovanni. Trattato della sfera, ed introduzione alla 

navigazione per uso de’ piloti. Venice: Giovanni Battista Recurti, [1750].

4° (281 x 206mm). Woodcut vignette on title, 27 folding engraved 
plates, woodcut initials. (Some light marginal waterstaining, light 
spotting on title and in text, frst two plates spotted, stitching a 
little weak.) Contemporary drab boards, manuscript title on spine, 
and abbreviated version on front cover, uncut (lightly soiled, new 
endpapers).  

first edition of this rare treatise on astronomy and navigation. 
The plates depict amongst others celestial spheres, the solar system 
according to the leading astronomers, wind roses, and compasses. 
Pagnini was a professor of hydrography.  Houzeau and Lancaster 
10740; Riccardi I(ii), 236: ‘uno dei migliori trattati di nautica 
matematica pubblicati nel secolo passato’; Scott Collection 262. 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q199

PAGNINI, Giovanni. Trattato della sfera ed introduzione alla 

navigazione per uso de’ piloti. Venice: Giovanni Battista Recurti, [1750]. 

4° (256 x 191mm). Woodcut vignette on title, 27 folding engraved 
plates at end, extra illustrated with 19 folding engraved plates. 
(Outer margin of text affected by damp or lightly waterstained, 
causing long tear in I1 with slight loss of margin, a few leaves 
with thin wormtrack, mostly in lower margin, light spotting.) 
Contemporary vellum (upper corner of front cover repaired, lightly 
soiled). 

first edition of this rare treatise on astronomy and navigation. 
Pagnini was professor of hydrography in Malta in the service of the 
Order of St John. The plates show celestial spheres and solar systems 
according to leading astronomers. The additional plates are also all 
of an astronomical nature. They are numbered 1-19 but not signed. 
Riccardi I(ii) 256; Scott Collection 262.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q200

PAGNINI, Giovanni. Costruzione ed uso del compasso di proporzione. 
Naples: Ignazio Russo, 1753.

4º (235 x 180mm). 15 folding engraved plates and tables by Filippo 
de Grado. (Some spotting and browning.) Contemporary vellum, red 
edges (covers bowed, spine worn at head).

first edition. Pagnini is described on the title as an emigrant 
from Malta living in Lucca. He outlines an improved method for 
constructing the compass, and in Riccardi’s view resolves many of 
the problems associated with the use of the Galilean instrument. A 
Madrid edition followed in 1758. Honeyman 2392; Riccardi I(ii) 
236.2.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q201

PANTHEUS, Johannes Antonius (d.1535).  Ars transmutationis metallicae.  Venice: Johannes Tacuinus, 3 January 1519 [the frst part with a 
separate colophon: 7 September 1518]. 

Small  4° (205 x 152mm). Text of A3 within large woodcut border, woodcut diagrams, one full-page, large woodcut initials. (Very light 
browning, a few minor spots.)   Modern vellum. Provenance: bookseller’s label (on pastedown). 

scarce first edition. The work has not sold at auction for over 80 years. RBH lists a copy sold at Sotheby’s in 1934 and there are no records 
on ABPC for this edition. Duveen describes this work as a great rarity. Pantheus was an Italian priest and alchemist. Parts of this work were 
incorporated into Ars et theorie transmutationis metallicae cum voarchadumia, published in 1550. Duveen, p.449; Wellcome I, 4722.

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000
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q202

PAOLO VENETO (1369-1429). Quadratura, sive Dubia. Edited by 
Secundus Contarenus and Baptista de Modoetia. Venice: Bonetus 
Locatellus for Octavianus Scotus, 22 August 1493.

Chancery 2° (300 x 209mm). Collation: a-n6 o4 (a1r title, a1v 
tabula, a2r text, o4r register, colophon, device, verso blank). 82 
leaves. 66 lines and headline. Type: 1:130G, 2:74G. Woodcut initials, 
printer’s device. (Title lightly soiled, occasional light staining.) 
Modern binding reusing old vellum, spine lettered, older sprinkled 
edges. Provenance: inscription crossed-out on title-page. 

second edition of a work on logic by ‘the most important Italian 
thinker of his times’ (on-line Stanford Encycl. of Philosophy).  Among 
his commentaries were those on Aristotle’s Physics, Natural 
Philosophy, as well as Metaphysics and On the Soul. H *12521; 
BMC V 441; CIBN P-81; BSB-Ink P-100; Bod-Inc P-066; Goff 
P-234.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q203

PAOLO VENETO (1369-1429). Physica Pauli Veneti cum textu Argiropyli. Summa philosophie … cum textu a Ioanne Argiropylo e greco in latinum 

conuerso. Lyons: Antoine du Ry for Simon Vincent, 1525. Gothic type in double column. Title in red and black with border of seven blocks, 
woodcut illustrations to the Liber metheorum, historiated and foreated initials. (Title with 30mm clean tear into border and fragment torn from 
bottom margin, quire a waterstained, occasional browning.) [Bound with:]

PAOLO VENETO. Liber de compositione mundi … in quo omnium celestium signorum: segmentorumque omnium fguratio. Lyons: Simon Vincent, 
1525. Title with woodcut border, woodcuts of the personifed constellations and planets, woodcut initials, device on fnal leaf. (Some staining 
to margins.)

Together 2 works in one volume, 4° (253 x 173mm). Contemporary calf over wood boards, blind-panelled covers of alternating fllets and 
roll-tools (upper cover detached, clasps lacking, cracking to spine). Provenance: contemporary annotations and heavy scoring to several quires in 
the frst work. 

Paolo Veneto joined the Augustinian Order at the convent of Santo Stefano in Venice in around 1383, and in 1390 went to Oxford where 
he spent three years reading theology before returning to Italy and fnishing his studies at Padua, where he subsequently taught. He became 
a greatly admired interpreter of Aristotle. In 1408 he compiled the Summa philosophiae naturalis, a systematic exposition of the main areas 
of philosophical knowledge in six parts, and in 1409 wrote his long commentary on Aristotle’s Physics, using the Latin translations of Jean 
Argiropyle. Houzeau notes that the latter was augmented with treatises on the heavens, the earth and on meteors. Cf. Houzeau and Lancaster 
2271 & 2272; not in Adams.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000
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q204

PAOLO VENETO (1369-1429). Paulus Venetus super libris posteriorum cum tabula. Pauli Veneti doctoris egregij ordinis eremitarum sancti Augustini 

interpretatio in libris posteriorum Aristotelis: novissime castigata. Venice: Lucantonio Giunta, 26 March 1521. 

2º (301 x 209mm). Gothic type in double column. A few woodcut diagrams, woodcut initials. With fnal blank. (Title extensively repaired 
at margins, many text leaves with marginal repairs, chiefy at corners, n5 with small closed tear through bottom edge of text, occasional light 
soiling.) Modern vellum preserving old covers, spine and free endpapers (warping to lower cover). Provenance: ‘In St Peter’s Square’ (early Latin 
inscriptions on title, front blank and rear endpaper; other notes on endpapers). 

Paolo Veneto joined the Augustinian order around 1383 at the convent of Santo Stefano in Venice, studied theology at Oxford from 1390, and 
then completed his studies at Padua where he lectured in the frst quarter of the 15th century, becoming known for his numerous commentaries 
on Aristotle.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q205

PAPPUS ALEXANDRINUS. Mathematicae collectiones. A Federico Commandino Vrbinatae in latinum conuersae, & commentarijs illustratae. Pesaro: 
Girolamo Concordia, 1588. 

2° (307 x 205mm). Latin text with passages in Greek. Concordia’s device of Fortitude on title, woodcut diagrams, cuts of pulley and corkscrew 
mechanisms in fnal book, woodcut opening initials. (Some spotting and occasional light browning, Ii1 with marginal repair, Ffff4 with 
marginal stains, waterstaining to quire Mmmm and occasionally elsewhere.) 17th-century limp vellum with manuscript title on spine, uncut 
(some crinkling). 
 
first edition of pappus’s collections, uncut copy. While his original work was limited in output, Federico Commandino’s fame rests on 
his translations of ancient mathematicians from sources primarily in Greek and secondarily in Arabic. The Pappo (without books I-II) was 
one of the translations published after his death in 1575. The dedicatee was Francesco Maria II, duke of Urbino, to whom Commandino had 
at one time been private tutor and medical adviser. Francesco Maria obtained permission to publish the work from Commandino’s daughters 
Olimpia and Lorrena, the dedication was by Olimpia’s husband Valerio Spaccioli, and the text edited for the press by Guidobaldo del Monte, 
Commandino’s former pupil (see Dizionario biografco degli Italiani, vol. 27, 1982). A second edition was published in Venice in 1589, and 
another in Bologna 1660 by Carlo Manolessi. BL/STC Italian Books p.489; Honeyman 2402; Riccardi I(i) 364 (date misprinted 1558).

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q206

PARACELSUS, Theophrastus (Bombast von Honenheim, called) 
(1493-1541). Opera omnia medico-chemico-chirurgica. Geneva: sumptibus 
Ioan Antonij, & Samuel de Tournes, 1658.

3 volumes, 2° (330 x 200mm). Engraved frontispiece portrait of 
the author in vol. I, titles in red and black with vignettes, woodcut 
illustrations, head- and tailpieces, and initials. (Spotting and 
light dampstaining, a few leaves with marginal repairs including 
frontispiece, occasional small marginal worming, P3 & P4 misbound 
in vol. 1.) Contemporary calf, spines gilt (extremities restored, minor 
worming to spines). Provenance: ‘Johanes Casparus de Hillersperg’ 
(inscription on title) – unidentifed library label on title.

The collected works of ‘Paracelsus’, the important early-modern 
Swiss physician and alchemist whose writings have had a great 
infuence on areas of modern medicine from psychiatry to toxicology. 
‘It is diffcult to overrate the effect of Paracelsus’ achievement on the 
development of medicine and chemistry’ (DSB X, p.311). Caillet 
8283; Wellcome IV, 293.                   (3)

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q207

[PARSONS, Robert (1546-1610)]. De persecutione anglicana libellus. 
Rome: Georgius Ferrarius for Bartholomaeus Grassus and Caesar 
Ferrarius, 1582.
 
8º (165 x 106mm). Title with arms of the dedicatee, Cardinal 
Philippo Boncompagno, in red and black, 6 engraved plates, 
woodcut initials. (Browning and staining, particularly affecting quires 
D-F, E7 torn at bottom margin.) Contemporary fexible vellum 
(crinkled, ties lacking). Provenance: Pietro Paoli (inscription on verso 
of rear free endpaper). 

Parsons was born at Nether Stowey but died in Rome, having joined 
the Society of Jesus in 1575. He and Edmund Campion went on a 
mission to England in 1580 but, unlike Campion who was martyred, 
he fed the following year, remaining in exile and becoming rector 
of the English College in Rome in 1597. This work was frst printed 
at his Rouen press in 1581, disguised by a false Bologna imprint. 
In 1582 other editions followed at Paris, Ingolstadt and Rome, but 
this was the frst edition to be illustrated with six plates showing the 
sufferings of English Catholics under Elizabeth I. These engravings 
were copied from woodcuts by Richard Verstegan on a broadsheet 
headed ‘Praesentis ecclesiae anglicanae typus,’ also printed in 1582. 
Adams P-354; A.F. Allison and D.M. Rogers, Literature of the English 

Counter-Reformation I, 876; BL/STC Italian Books p.233; De Backer/
Sommervogel 708.

£900-1,300 $1,200-1,600
 €1,100-1,500
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q208

PEREYRA, Benito (1535-1610). Adversus fallaces & superstitiosas artes. 

Id est, de magia, de observatione somniorum, & de divinatione astrologica. 
Libri tres. Lyon: Giunta Press, 1592. 

Small 8° (165 x 101mm). Title printed in red and black, large 
woodcut device on title, woodcut head- and tailpieces. (Some light 
waterstaining, a little light browning and spotting, a few upper 
margins closely shaved.) 17th-century calf, spine gilt in compartment 
with morocco lettering-piece (foot of spine and leather at bottom 
of upper joint a little chipped, top fore-edge of front cover lightly 
waterstained, lightly rubbed). Provenance: D. Luigi Sylva (stamp on 
title). 

An attack on the ‘superstitious arts’, in other words magic, dream 
interpretation, and astrology by a Spanish Jesuit philosopher, 
theologian, and exegete. First published in ?1591. Adams P-655.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

209

PEREZ DE MOYA, Juan (1513-1597). 
Tratado de geometria practica. Alcala: Juan 
Gracian, 1573. [Bound with:] Tratado de cosas 

de astronomia. Alcala: Juan Gracian, 1573. 

2 works in one volume, 2° (300 x 195mm). 
Woodcut devices to titles, numerous 
woodcuts in the text. (First title strengthened 
at fore-edge, some light dampstaining, 
occasional spotting, D7 in vol.I torn at 
corner, lacking leaves E1 & E2 in vol.II.) 
Contemporary vellum (lightly stained, some 
loss of vellum spine). Provenance: Jhoan de 
Hortege (title inscription) — Di Bartolomeo 
Merello et Amicis (inscriptions to title and 
title verso) — ‘Conventus S. Caroli ad 4 
fontes [de Urbe?]’ (inscription to title) — 
indistinct stamp to title – occasional marginal 
annotation. 

rare first editions of these important 
treatises on geometry and astronomy from 
Spanish mathematician Perez de Moya. 
Not known to Sabin, the second work also 
contains references to America. Adams 
P-688 & 687; Houzeau & Lancaster 2688: 
‘extrêmement rare’.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q210

PETRUS DE ABANO (1250-?1315). Conciliator differentiarum 

philosophorum et precipue medicorum. Venice: Leonardo Lauredano, 17 
January 1504. 

2° (282 x 201mm). Double column, woodcut illustrations and 
diagrams, historiated and ornamental woodcut initials. (Small repairs 
in lower margin of a few leaves, dampstain in lower margin of last 
c.85 leaves.) Remboitage in old vellum (lightly soiled and creased). 
Provenance: old manuscript annotations (in the margins, a few 
cropped). 

one of only two editions with a celebrated anatomical 

woodcut. ‘A most striking feature of the present edition is the large 
anatomical woodcut representing two nude fgures holding each 
other by the shoulders; at the abdomen the anatomy of the abdominal 
muscles is shown. This cut is copied from the 1496 edition, one of 
the earliest graphic incunabula of anatomy. Apparently only these 
two editions of the Conciliator contain the anatomical illustration, 
a copy of which occurs in Berengario’s Commentaria, 1521’ 
(Choulant-Frank). Adams A-8; Choulant-Frank, pp.141-142; Sander 
5639; Durling and Wellcome only list later editions.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q211

PETRUS DE ABANO (1250-?1315). Libellus sane aureus. Venice: 
Giovanni Griffo, 1550. [Bound with:] BUCCI, Domenico (d.1567). 

Quaestia IIII Medicinalia juxta Hippocratis et Galeni mentem examinata. 
Venice: Giovanni Griffo, 1551. [and:] BRILLI de Lendenaria, 
Ippolito (f.16th-century). Opusculum de vermibus in corpore humano 

genitis. Venice: Offcina Erasmiana, 1540. [and:] Praxis medicinae. 
Venice: Giovanni Padovano, 1545. 

4 works in one volume, 8° (154 x 102mm). Woodcut device on titles 
of frst two works, large woodcut on fnal leaf of frst work, woodcut 
historiated initials. (Some waterstaining at end.)  Contemporary 
vellum (lightly soiled). Provenance: early annotations — Van der 
Hoeven (bookplate and ownership inscriptions dated 1860 and 1900) 
— previously sold at Sotheby’s in 1984.

rare first editions of four 16th-century medical treatises collected 
in one volume. Petrus: Wellcome I, 4945; not in Durling, Adams, 
or BL/STC. Bucius: Durling 769; Wellcome I, 1143; not in Adams. 
Brilli: Durling 708; BL/STC Italian Books p.126; not in Wellcome or 
Adams. Praxis: Durling 3757; Wellcome 5245; not in Adams.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q212

PEURBACH, Georg von (1423-1461). Theoricarum novarum textus. Paris: M. Lesclencher for J. Petit and R. Chaudière, 1515.
 
Small 2° (256 x 189mm). Large woodcut of Petit’s device on title, full-page illustration of an armillary sphere on verso, woodcut diagrams, 
text in double column. (Several small closed wormholes throughout, mostly marginal but one in middle of leaves sometimes touching text, 
including the full-page illustration on verso of title, the small loss skilfully supplied in manuscript, worming stronger in upper margin of 
gatherings e-i, large repair in corner of e5, a few clean closed tears touching text, including severe clean tear across leaf d6.) Modern cloth, gilt 
edges. 

first paris printing as an independent work, with a commentary by Francesco Capuano and Silvestro Mazzolini da Priero. The work contains 
the earliest known woodcut by Oronce Finé, an illustration of the armillary sphere with his monogram and crowned dolphin in the lower 
border. This work is ‘of great importance because his models remained the canonical physical description of the structure of the heavens until 
Tycho disproved the existence of solid spheres. Even Copernicus was to a large extent still under their influence, and the original motivation for 
his planetary theory was apparently to correct a number of physical impossibilities in Peurbach’s models relating to nonuniform rotation of solid 
spheres … it helped to establish the technical terminology of astronomy through the early seventeenth century’ (DSB). Houzeau and Lancaster 
2252; Mortimer/Harvard French, 432.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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[PEURBACH, Georg von (1423-1461)] — [Oronce FINE (1494-1555)]. 
La Théorique des cielz, mouvemens et termes practiques des sept planètes ... rédigée en 

langaige francois. Avec les fgures très utiles en leurs lieux proprement inserées. Paris: 
Simon du Bois for Jean Pierre de Tours, 31 August 1528.

2° (271 x 196mm). Lettres bâtardes, title in large letters with calligraphic 
initial, last page of text and colophon decoratively arranged, 47 woodcut 
diagrams by the author, most showing planetary motion, also including an 
armillary sphere on g6v and h2v, woodcut historiated initials, with the fnal 
blank. (Small hole in title not affecting text, some mainly light soiling.) Old 
vellum, integrating an illuminated manuscript leaf (rebacked, soiled and 
rubbed). Provenance: François Pomard, bookseller of Moissac, France, bought 
on 5 October 1582 (inscription on endpaper). 
 
first edition of the first treatise on astronomy in vernacular french, 
with all the woodcut illustrations after the author. Although the book 
appeared anonymously, Oronce Finé’s device (‘virescit vulnere virtus’) appears 
on two leaves (a1v and h1r).  Moreover, the woodcut with the armillary 
sphere on g6 is signed with his monogram ‘OF’. Oronce Finé was regarded 
as one of the greatest scholars in France. François I took him to Piedmont 
and consulted him about the fortifcations of Milan and the siege of Pavia. 
He occupied the frst chair of natural science at the royal college, founded 
only one year earlier, from 1531 until his death. He also promoted modern 
cartography and participated in the construction of the astronomical clock of 
the library of Sainte-Geneviève, where it can still be viewed today. The text 
is an adaptation of the treatise of Georg Peurbach (Theoricae novae planetarum), 
to whom he owes, together with his pupil Regiomontanus, the renaissance 
of the study of astronomy. The illustration-cycle comprises 47 woodcuts, 
all designed by Finé himself, representing diagrams as well as astronomical fgures and planetary constellations. Bechtel F-106; Brun p. 188; 
Brunet II, 1260; Giovanna Grassi, Union Catalogue of Printed Books of 15th, 16th and 17th Centuries in European Astronomical Observatories, Rome, 
Vecchiarelli editore, 1989, p. 256 (for the 1557 edition printed by Cavellat); Mortimer/Harvard French, 224. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q214

PHILELPHUS, Franciscus (1398-1481). Mediolanensia convivia duo. [Milan: 
Simon Magniagus, 1483-84].

4° (189 x 136mm). Collation:  A4 a-l8 m4 (A1r errata, A3v blank, A4r letter by 
Marlianus to the author, a1 r letter by Leonardus Justinianus to the author, a2r 
text, m4v blank). 96 leaves. 28 lines, shoulder notes. Type: 97R, scattered Greek 
type.  Fo. B3a in corrected state as BL IA 26605a. 2-9-line initials over printed 
guide-letter in red or blue, paragraph-marks in red. (Some sheets reinforced 
at hinge.) Early 20th-century vellum, title on spine head and upper cover, red 
speckled edges. Provenance: a few early annotations — Victor von Klemperer 
(1876-1943; sale Sotheby’s, 28 June 1991, lot 594; bookplate). 

first edition of Filelfo’s work championing the new culture and upholding 
the liberal arts, including medicine, astronomy, music and grammar. It is also 
part of Filelfo’s on-going invective against Poggio, calling him a hermaphrodite 
and glutton, and impugning his wife and mistress. It is one of only a handful 
of books assigned to the press of Magniagus. It is almost certainly the edition 
referred to in a rescript by the Duke of Milan of November 1483 expressly 
prohibiting its printing by Magniagus and Zarotus, owing to a privilege 
granted to Filelfo’s great-nephew. Its subsequent appearance was presumably in 
agreement between the two parties. HC(+Add) 12956; BMC VI 760; BSB-Ink 
P-424; Bod-inc P-272; IGI 3881; CIBN P-321; Klebs 402.1; Goff P-605.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0213}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0214}


170

q215

PHILOPONUS, Johannes (490-570).  Ioannis Grammatici Alexandrei cognomento Philoponi In libros priorum resolutiuorum Aristotelis commentariae 

annotationes. Venice: Girolamo Scoto, 1541. Printed in double column, large woodcut device on title, another on verso of fnal leaf, woodcut 
diagrams. (Lightly browned, stronger in very few leaves.) [Bound with the same author’s:]

Commentaria Ioannis grammatici Alexandrei cognomento Philoponi in libros posteriorum Aristotelis. Venice: Girolamo Scoto, 1542. Large woodcut 
device on title, diagrams, woodcut headpieces. (A few leaves lightly browned, occasional stains, a few in the text, faint marginal waterstaining.) 
[and:]

Ioannis Grammatici in posteriora resolutoria Aristotelis commentarium. Venice: Heirs of Aldus Manutius and Andrea Torresano, December 1534. 
2 parts. Text in Greek, large device on title, repeated on verso of fnal leaf, woodcut diagrams. (Light spotting, a few leaves lightly browned, 
occasional light marginal waterstaining, stronger in last few leaves.) Adams P-1044; Ahmanson-Murphy 276; Palau 139; Renouard 113.9. 
  
3 works in one volume, 2° (305 x 212mm). 19th-century vellum, lettering-pieces. Provenance: ink drawing of 2 horses (on frst title) – a few 
manuscript annotations (in margins of frst 2 works) – THE STANITZ COPY (sold at Sotheby’s 25 April 1984, lot 341). 

Aristotle’s Organon of Analytics, with the important commentary of Philoponus.

£5,000-8,000 $6,200-9,900
 €5,800-9,200

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0215}
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q216

PIAZZI, Giuseppe (1746-1826). Della specola astronomica de’ regj studj di Palermo libri quattro. Palermo: Reale Stamperia, 1792-1794. 

2 volumes in one, 2° (340 x 227mm). 4 folding engraved plates of instruments by Melchiore di Bella after Domenico Marabitti. (Lacks 4 
preliminary leaves a1-b2, spotting to front blank, watertain to blank inserted before vol. II.) Contemporary quarter calf with vellum corner tips, 
red morocco spine labels, uncut (extremities worn, upper joints slightly cracked, one label defaced). Provenance: presentation copy to the French 
astronomer Joseph Jérôme Lefrançois de Lalande (1732-1807; authorial inscriptions to him on recto and verso of front blank, and on inserted 
blank preceding the second volume; slip containing notes about the book in Lalande’s hand pasted onto verso of front blank; his occasional 
annotations and calculations) – Raspail [?François-Vincent Raspail (1794-1878), French biologist; ownership stamp on title) – Robert B. 
Honeyman (The Honeyman Collection, part VI, Sotheby’s London, 10 November 1980, lot 2473). 

deckle-edged presentation copy to lalande of this account of the Palermo observatory, founded in 1790 with Piazzi as director. The hands 
of the two astronomers form a contrast in national styles, Piazzi’s being large and expansive, Lalande’s tiny and intensely meticulous. The frst 
inscription by the author reads ‘Pour le citoyen Lalande Astronome a Paris’. The next maintains that he has already made two unsuccessful 
attempts to send Lalande a copy of his book. Lalande’s note confrms that he has waited for it a long time (J’ai recu ce livre le 4 mai 1794 après 
l’avoir attendu 18 mois’), he then immediately refers to the description of Ramsden’s circle as being of particular interest. The observatory’s 
instruments were renowed for being commissioned from Jesse Ramsden in London (1735-1800), the most able instrument maker in Europe, 
and the fve-foot vertical circle was the most advanced measuring instrument yet used by an astronomer. This work is surprisingly rare; online 
ABPC and RBH record no sales, apart from this copy in 1980 and 1981. Sotheran I, 3613.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0216}


172

q217

[PIAZZI, Giuseppe (1746-1826)]. Della scoperta del nuovo pianeta 

Cerere Ferdinandea. Palermo: stamperia Reale, 1802.
 
4° (210 x 149mm). Large engraved title vignette by di Bella after 
Lo Guasto, and another engraving of the observatory at Palermo. 
(First fve leaves with worming to lower margin reaching bottom 
line of text on some pages, worm tracks flled in, title spotted and 
with fragment torn from foremargin, further light spotting.) Modern 
blue marbled boards, uncut (lightly rubbed). Provenance: Giannalisa 
Feltrinelli (bookplate; The Feltrinelli Library Part VI, Christie’s 
South Kensington, 2 June 1998, lot 1497). 

scarce first edition confrming Piazzi’s discovery of the dwarf 
planet Ceres, named after the patron goddess of Sicily. While 
searching a region in Taurus on the night of 1 January 1801, hoping 
to see a star of the seventh magnitude listed in Lacaille’s catalogue, he 
had ‘noticed the passage of a somewhat fainter body that Lacaille had 
not listed. Piazzi continued to observe the new body on the following 
evenings and ascertained from its movement that it must be a planet 
or comet ... He published his observations in 1801 as Risultati delle 

osservazioni della nuova stella scoperta il 1° gennaio 1801 nell’osservatorio di 

Palermo’ (Palermo was then the southernmost observatory, equipped 
with the best instruments from England). Once it became fully 
evident that this new body was a planet and not a star, the present 
tract was published. It involved Piazzi in controversy with Herschel 
who proposed that Ceres and Pallas be called ‘asteroids’ rather than 
planets (see DSB X, pp.591-592).

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q218

[PICCOLOMINI, Alessandro (1508-1578)]. De la sfera del mondo. 

Libri quattro ... De le stelle fsse. Libro uno. Venice: Giovanni Antonio 
and Domenico Volpini for Andrea Arrivabene, 1540.

4° (208 x 148mm). Woodcut device on titles, 47 woodcut star maps, 
numerous woodcut diagrams, with the two fnal leaves of errata and 
colophon, historiated initials. (A few small wormholes in inner margin 
of title and following leaf, also affecting last three leaves, a few closed, 
some leaves very lightly waterstained, light marginal fnger soiling.) 
Remboitage of old vellum (new endpapers). Provenance: ?removed 
ownership inscription (lower margin of title excised and repaired).

first edition of the first star atlas published in the west. De 

la sfera del mondo is a traditional Ptolemaic-Aristotelian geocentric 
cosmography, but its appendix, De le stelle fsse, ‘represents the 
frst printed star atlas, containing maps of the stars as opposed to 
simple pictures of constellations, and introducing the practice of 
identifying stars by letter, a method later adopted and expanded by 
Bayer’ (Norman). Piccolomini was an early populariser of science 
who wrote in the vernacular to extend scientifc knowledge beyond 
the confnes of church and university. Later Bishop of Patraes, he 
belonged to the notable Siennese ecclesiastical family that produced 
two popes, including the great Renaissance fgure Pope Pius II. 
Houzeau and Lancaster 2491; Riccardi I(ii) 268-69; cf. Norman 1696 
(for ffth edition of 1559).

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0217}
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q219

PICCOLOMINI, Alessandro (1508-1578). Della sfera del mondo. — delle stelle fsse libro uno. Venice: Nicolò de Bascarini, 1552.

4° (202 x 150mm). Woodcut printer’s device on titles, 47 full-page woodcut star maps (numbered I-XLVIII, no number XXIV), diagrams, 
large historiated initials. (A few leaves with light waterstains, light occasional browning or spotting.) Modern old style vellum-backed calf (new 
endpapers). Provenance: occasional faint annotations (in margins).

Third edition of Piccolomini’s De la sfera del mondo, which was originally published in 1540. The frst part is a traditional Ptolemaic-Aristotelian 
geocentric cosmography, but the appendix, entitled De le stelle fsse, contains the frst star atlas to be published. It also introduces the practice of 
identifcation of stars by letter, which would later be adopted and expanded by Bayer. Adams P-1108; Houzeau and Lancaster 2491; Riccardi 
I(ii) 269.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0219}
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q220

PICCOLOMINI, Alessandro (1508-1579). Della grandezza della terra et dell’acqua. Venice: Giordano Ziletti, 1558.

4º (200 x 145). Woodcut device on title, repeated on fnal verso, a few woodcut diagrams, historiated initials. (A little spotting and occasional 
light soiling.) Modern blind-panelled calf. 

first edition of this treatise by Piccolomini opposing the Aristotelian and Ptolemaic view that water was more extensive than land. A second 
edition by Ziletti followed in 1561, and another Venetian edition in 1583. BL/STC Italian Books p.513; Riccardi I(ii) 273. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q221

PICO DELLA MIRANDOLA, Giovanni (1463-1494). Cabalistarum selectiora obscurioraque dogmata. Edited by Bernardino Aiano. Venice: 
Franciscus Franciscius Senenses, 1569.

8° (144 x 98mm). Woodcut on title, woodcut initials and head- and tailpieces. (Without fnal blank, a few pages shaved with minor loss, some 
light staining to bottom margin, occasional light browning and spotting.) Contemporary vellum, gilt spine and red edges (some repairs to back 
cover, light soiling and rubbing to extremities). Provenance: John Brande Morris (inscription on front endpaper dated 1634) — J.S. (book ticket) 
— early ink and later pencil annotations.

Pico’s work on the Cabala contains various passages on the hierarchies of angels and the soul as a source of life; it questions why the moon is 
considered a magic planet, it discusses demons taking possession of animals during the night and the reason why light is their main enemy. rare 

first edition ‘de la plus insigne rareté’. Only one sale recorded in ABPC/RBH. Adams P-1135; Bib. Esoterica 3658.

£5,000-8,000 $6,200-9,900
 €5,800-9,200

q222

PICO DELLA MIRANDOLA, Giovanni (1463-1494). Le sette sposizioni ... intitolate Heptaplo. Translated from Latin into Italian by Antonio 
Buonagrazia. Pescia: Lorenzo Torrentino, 1555.

4° (215 x 147mm). Woodcut architectural title border incorporating the Medici arms, woodcut of a book on title verso, historiated initials. 
(Mainly light waterstaining throughout, mostly marginal but also affecting text, damp marks in lower margin at end, title lightly soiled, corner 
of C6 repaired.) Later vellum (new endpapers). Provenance: partly erased library stamp (on free endpaper) — abrasion marks at foot of title.

first edition in italian of Pico della Mirandola’s main doctrinal work, a commentary on Genesis. First published in Latin in 1489 it contains 
a discussion of a tripartite hierarchical division of the world and man’s place outside it as a connective link. It echoes his philosophy on the 
dignity of man, a prime concern to Pico, Ficino and other Renaissance scholars. BL/STC Italian Books, p.514.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0220}
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q223

PICO DELLA MIRANDOLA, Giovanni Francesco (1469-1533). 
Libro detto strega, o delle illusioni del demonio. Bologna: Geronimo de 
Benedetti, April 1524.

Small 4° (199 x 140mm). Title within an elaborate wide woodcut 
border, printer’s device at end. (Light, mainly marginal spotting.) Old 
vellum spine (sometime recased with new endpapers, lower cover 
repaired at top fore-edge and head of spine). Provenance: old marginal 
manuscript annotations.

rare first edition of this text on demonology by the nephew of 
the great Renaissance philosopher. Online-ABPC records only two 
copies of this edition, both over 30 years ago (1982 and 1984); only 
one copy of the later edition of 1556 is recorded on RBH in 1963. 
Adams P-1160; Wellcome only lists the 1556 edition.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q222

PICO DELLA MIRANDOLA, Giovanni Francesco (1469-1533). 
De rerum praenotione libri novem. Edited by Matthias Schuerer. 
Strasbourg: Johann Knobloch, 1506-1507.

2° (275 x 200mm). Roman type, some Greek. Initial spaces with 
guide-letter. With 4 blank leaves called for in Adams but without 
h6, almost certainly also blank. (Occasional spotting or browning, 
a few text corrections, wormtrack in two quires, reducing to small 
wormhole in subsequent quires.) Modern binding reusing old 
vellum. Provenance: early 16th-century annotations correcting against 
the printed errata.
 
first edition. In his attack on astrology, Pico continues his uncle’s 
great work, and includes some of his letters here. The younger 
Pico classes astrology as diabolical, not natural, magic, although he 
does affrm the occult virtues of minor objects, such as a fower or a 
magnet. He also affrms divine prophecy and revelation. The edition 
is found gathered in various sequences; the Beltrame copy agrees with 
that at Vienna (except for the placement of the errata) and differs 
from Adams; the absent h6 is almost certainly a blank. The early 
foliation indicates it was previously bound in another order. VD-16 
P-2636; Adams P-1138.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0223}
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q225

PIFFERI, Francesco (b. 1548?). Monicometro instromento da misurar con la vista stando fermo. Siena: Luca Bonetti, 1595.

4º (205 x 139mm). 67pp. (misnumbered 76). 22 woodcut diagrams, woodcut and typographic ornaments. (Title stained and frayed at upper 
corner, subsequent mainly marginal staining and light soiling.) Contemporary vellum (sides crinkled, old reback, new front pastedown, 
no front free endpaper, a remboitage?); modern morocco-backed box. Provenance: erased inscription on blank verso of fnal leaf – Édouard 
Berthoumeyrou (stamp at foot of title and recto of fnal leaf). 

first edition. Regarded by Riccardi as a frst attempt at devising a metre measure. The instrument could be used horizontally to measure planar 
distances or vertically to measure heights. Adams P-1175; BL/STC Italian Books p.519; Brunet IV, 650: ‘livre peu connu’; Riccardi I(ii) 277.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0225}
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q226

PINELLI, Maffeo (1736-1785) – Jacopo MORELLI (1745-1819). Bibliotheca Maphaei Pinellii Veneti. Venice: Carlo Palese 
for Lorenzo Baseggio, 1787. 

6 volumes, 8° (230 x 155mm). Engraved portrait frontispiece of Pinelli by F. Bartolozzi in vol. I, large fold-out plate of the 
Pinelli papyrus in vol. III, 5 engraved plates of Egyptian and classical sculpture in vol. V. Woodcut tailpieces. (Vol. II with 
20mm wormtrack at margin of frst few leaves; vol. VI with block split, marginal repairs to a2, H4-6 and R8, and some 
marginal soiling.) Contemporary marbled paper over limp pasteboard, letterpress spine labels, uncut (vol. I with almost 
total loss of marbled paper on back cover and spine, other volumes with partial losses on spines, one label chipped). 

uncut copy. The catalogue of the two centuries old Pinelli library was written by the Abbé Morelli, keeper of the 
Biblioteca Marciana, prior to its dispersal. The London bookdealer James Edwards and his associates, Robson and Clarke, 
bought the collection en bloc but then themselves offered it at auction in two London sales held at the Great Room, 
Conduit Street, 2 March 1789 (60 days) and 1 February 1790 (31 days). Pinelli was the last in a family of Stampatori 
Ducali, offcial printers to the Venetian Senate, and his library was among the foremost collections in Italy. Volume II of 
the 36-line Bible, for which Sir George Shuckburgh paid 14 guineas in the London sale, is catalogue item 125. Taylor pp. 
97-98.                   (6)

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q227

PINI, Valentino (d. 1607). Fabrica de gl’horologi solari nella quale si 

trattano non solo instrumenti per dissegnare horologi sopra ogni superfcie di 

muro, ma anco si danno regole per fabricare altri horologi portatili. Venice: 
Marco Varisco for Marco Guarisco, 1598.

2 parts, 2° (285 x 196mm). Elaborate engraved title border, woodcut 
illustrations and diagrams throughout, 6- to 8-line woodcut 
historiated initials. (Title with paper repairs and minor losses, the 
most signifcant being to the date which is supplied in manuscript, 
leaves somewhat crinkled, some headlines slightly cropped.) Old 
vellum (crinkled and worn).

first edition. Pini was a canon regular of the congregation of the 
Salvatorians and a native of Bologna. His book, one of the earliest 
works on the sundial to be written in the vernacular, gives a brief 
history, then goes on to explain how particular sundials are made 
and the correct use of the analemma. While it has a strong basis in 
the work of Clavius, it does suggest innovations in the manufacture 
of solar clocks. The allegorical title border and the illustrations of 
portable timepieces, such as the dial in the interior of a breviary, are 
admirable. Houzeau and Riccardi also cite a 1626 Bologna edition, 
but only this Venice edition appears in SBN. Houzeau and Lancaster 
11395: ‘ouvrage important et bien fait’; Riccardi I(ii) 280: ‘raro e 
molto pregiato’; not in BL/STC.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q228

PIPERNO, Pietro (f. 1635). De effectibus magicis libri sex ac de nuce 

maga Beneventana liber unicus. Naples: Francesco Girolamo Colligni 
for Giovanni Domenico Montanara, 1647.

Small 4° (204 X 145mm). Title-page from the frst edition of 1634 
with large engraved view of Benevento inserted before letterpress title 
of 1647 edition. (Occasional light marginal waterstaining and some 
occasional browning and spotting.) Contemporary vellum (lightly 
soiled). Provenance: Joseph Falcone (bookplate).

First published in 1634, this treatise (written by the chief physician 
of Benevento) describes diseases caused by magic. At the end, 
Piperno discusses a walnut tree in Benevento which reputedly had 
supernatural powers and was a gathering place for witches. The 
tree and assembled witches can be seen in the engraved view on the 
inserted frst edition title. Graesse V, 302; Krivatsy 9021.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q229

PIROVANO, Gabriele. Defensio astronomiae. Milan: Leonardo de Vegiis, for Alexandro 
Minutio, 28 May 1507.

2° (309 x 209mm). One woodcut diagram. (A few small stains or spots, occasional light 
marginal waterstaining.)  Modern calf.

first edition of this influential astrological dialogue. Adams P-1275; Houzeau and Lancaster 
4749; Riccardi I(ii) 281.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q229
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q230

PITATI, Pietro (1490-1567). Almanach 

novum …. superadditis annis quinque supra 

ultimas hactenus in lucem editas Ioannis Stoeferi 

Ephemeridas. 1551, ad futurum Christi annum 

1556. Venice: heirs of Lucantonio Junta, July 
1542.

4º (203 x 158mm). Roman and gothic type. 
Junta device on title, woodcut astrological 
globe, further cuts of eclipses, astronomical 
tables throughout. (Title and frst quire 
tattered at outer margin, wormed at upper 
and inner margin, extensively repaired and 
mounted on modern guard, frst leaf of 
‘1544’ with ink stains, frst leaf of ‘1546’ 
restored in lower part, some waterstains, fnal 
few leaves wormed, last leaf with some loss.) 
Later marbled boards, red edges (heavily 
rubbed). Provenance: Nic. Breda (signature 
on title and fnal page of errata; some 
annotations in the same hand).

the first italian ephemerides. Pietro Pitati 
of Verona compiled several astronomical 
works and almanacs, and had a famous 
student in Giovanni Padovani. His new 
almanack for the years 1544 to 1556 uses the 
ephemerides of Stöffer for 1544 to 1551, 
followed by his own contribution for the 
years 1552-1556. RARE FIRST EDITION, 
not seen by Riccardi. Adams P-1319; 
Houzeau and Lancaster 14717 and also 
14471 for Stoeffer; cf. Riccardi I(ii) 286; not 
in BL/STC. 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q231

[PASTIMES AND GAMES – BENFIELD]. Nuovo e dilettevole giuoco 

chinese. Milan: Bettalli, [c. 1818].

8° (185 x 110mm). Engraved title with half-page illustration, 34 
plates of tanagrams. (Some leaves loose, occasional light soiling, a few 
spots and light stains.) Modern grey boards.

A geometrical game, the rage for which produced a number of like 
publications.  The only clue as to how to play or what to do is given 
on the title page: ‘Questa ingegnosa invenzione è fondata sopra 
principj geometrici, e consiste in 7 pezzi cioè 5 triangoli, un quadrato 
ed un parallelogrammo, i quali possono essere combinati in modo 
da formare più di 300 fgure curiose.’ SBN only records one holding 
with this imprint at Genoa.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q232

PIZZORNO, Gervasio. Enchiridion exorcisticum compendiosissime continens diagnosim, prognosim, ac therapiam medicam et 

divinam affectionum magicarum. Lyons: Antonius Valançol, 1668.

8º (160 x 104mm). Woodcut device and ornaments. (Title tipped in and with small nicks at head, several leaves in quire A 
with lower margins torn away.) Contemporary flexible vellum, spine lettered and later relettered in manuscript. Provenance: 
Franciscan House, Virey-en-Perthois, 1713 (two inscriptions on title, one partly erased) – Chinese residence of the Jesuits 
(stamp on title) – A.V. Michel Ptre. (stamp on title) – Bibliothèque du Magnetisme (bookplate).

a rare treatise on exorcism, known but apparently not seen by Caillet. VD17 cites one issue with 5 preliminary leaves as 
here (one copy located), and another issue with 4 preliminaries (3 copies located); the publisher’s name is given as Anisson 
rather than Valançol.  Only one sale recorded in online ABPC/RBH (2013). Caillet III, 8712.

£1,000-2,000 $1,300-2,500
 €1,200-2,300

q233

PLATO (427-347 BC). Chalcidij viri clarissimi luculenta Timaei Platonis traductio, & eiusdem argutissima explanation. [Paris:] 
Josse Bade, 1520.

2° (293 x 196mm). Title within elaborate architectural woodcut border with printer’s device of a printing workshop 
at centre, woodcut diagrams, ornamental initials. (Title repaired along inner gutter, and tipped-in, also a few repairs 
along outer border, lacking last leaf i8 ?blank, a few small wormholes throughout, some browning and spotting,  some 
light waterstaining.) Modern old-style limp vellum from a manuscript leaf, slipcase. Provenance: two early manuscript 
inscriptions about the work – scored inscription (both on title). 

A notable edition of Plato’s Timaeus, edited by Agostino Giustiniali, bishop of Nebbio, with a translation and commentary 
by Chalcidius. Adams P-1473; Renouard, Badius III, p.170.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q234

PLATO (427-347 B.C.). Opera omnia. Translated by Marsilio Ficino (1433-1499). Lyons: Antonius Vincentius, 1557. 

2° (333 x 202mm). Printer’s device to title. (Contemporary annotations with associated ink burn affecting some words, 
some worming, spotting and dampstaining.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title to spine (some soiling, tears to upper 
spine). Provenance: 17th century ownership inscriptions of two physicians, Julius Filipani (flyleaf, ‘Julij Phijlipani’) —  
Vicente Frezza (title page, ‘Vincentij Frezza’) – paper library label on spine. c.f. Brunet IV, 965.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q235

PLINIUS SECUNDUS, Gaius (23-79).  Historia naturalis. Edited by Philippus Beroaldus (1453-1505). Treviso: Michael Manzolus, [not before 
13 Oct.] 1479. 

2° (293 x 203mm). Collation: a14 b8 c–h10 i12 k–p10 q8 r–z10 &10    10 R/10 A10 B6 C–D10 E–I8 K10 L8 M4. 360 leaves, the frst and 
last blank, and leaf I2 in duplicate, 50 lines. Type: 83 R. Capital spaces with guide letters. (Two small worm holes in frst few leaves, one 
affecting text, a few margins waterstained, occasionally affecting text, parts of top and bottom margin of frst printed leaf excised and repaired.) 
Eighteenth-century vellum (very lightly soiled). Provenance: old manuscript annotations in margins (some cropped) – the Stanitz copy (sold 
Sotheby’s 24 April 1984, lot 349). 

Sixth Latin edition, the second edited by Filippo Beroaldo of one of the most consulted classical scientifc texts in the Italian Renaissance. First 
published in Venice in 1469, the work marked the frst appearance of any scientifc text in print. The fruit of an inexhaustible curiosity, the 
Historia naturalis is Pliny’s only extant work. By his own account, the 37 books contained 20,000 facts compiled from over 100 sources (the 
index actually lists 34,707 ‘observations’ from 473 different authors). These comprise all forms of natural curiosity. The sections on the history 
of painting and sculpture provide the earliest known history of art. The many rich illustrations of Roman life even include the frst introduction 
of barbers to Italy, and reveal Pliny to have been a sharp observer of contemporary man as well as an enthusiastic admirer of nature. Bound in 
at the end of this copy is an abbreviation by Aeneas Silvius Piccolomini (Pope Pius II) of Flavius Blondus’ Decades on Roman History (52 leaves). 
HC 13092*; GW M34310; Klebs 786.6; Osler(IM) 179; Walt p. 324; Pell Ms 9537 (9359); CIBN P-462; Nice 111; Zehnacker 1904; IGI 
7883; Voull(B) 3599; Bod-inc P-363; Pr 6472; BMC VI 888; ISTC ip00791000; BSB-Ink P-603; Goff P-791.

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000

C
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q236

POBLACION, Juan Martinez (1486-1557).  De usu astrolabi compendium. Paris: Guillaume Cavellat, 1554. 

2 parts, small 8° (166 x 102mm). Woodcut diagrams and illustrations, one full-page, printer’s device on title and verso of fnal leaf. (Light 
waterstaining and some spotting throughout.) Modern half vellum and patterned boards. 
 
First published in Paris in 1518, this account of the astrolabe by the Valencian mathematician and astronomer, Juan Martinez Poblacion, was a 
fourishing publication for most of the 16th century.  The frst part described the instrument, the second explained its use in solving problems 
of astronomy, topography, seamanship, geometry and geography. Adams P-1674; Houzeau and Lancaster  766; Palau VIII, 156395 (under 
Martinus Siliceo).

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0236}
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q237

POLENI, Giovanni (1683-1761). Miscellanea. Hoc est I. Dissertatio de barometris, & thermometris. II. Machinae aritmeticae, ejusque usus descriptio, III. 

De sectionibus conicis parallelorum in horologiis solaribus tractatus. Venice: Aloysius Pavinus, 1709.

4° (240 x 177mm). Half-title, engraved allegorical title vignette of reason taming the savage beast, 9 folding engraved plates of machines and 
geometrical diagrams by Joseph Marcati.  (Title lightly spotted, plate 6 stained, plate 9 with two light stains.) Contemporary vellum-backed 
boards, uncut (lightly soiled). 

first edition of Poleni’s frst work, including dissertations on barometers, thermometers, and the construction of a sundial. The second part, 
a description of an ‘arithmetical machine,’ or primitive calculator, is one of the earliest essays on the subject. Poleni based his design on reports 
that he had received of the calculators of Leibniz and Pascal, and proceeded to actually build his own machine, ‘which was reportedly very 
simple and easy to operate; but when he heard of another machine presented to the emperor by the Viennese mechanician Brauer, he destroyed 
his own and never rebuilt it’ (DSB). Houzeau and Lancaster 3447.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0237}
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q238

POLENI, Giovanni (1683-1761). De castellis per quae derivantur 

fuviorum aquae habentibus latera convergentia liber. Padua: Giuseppe 
Comino, 1718.

4° (261 x 181mm). Folding engraved plate, woodcut device on title 
and Comino’s arms on penultimate page. (Unobtrusive waterstain 
in upper margin of last few leaves.) ?18th-century vellum (wormed 
at head of spine). Provenance: Marquess Obizzi (cut down bookplate 
and pencilled inscription: ‘esemplare provemente dealle Biblioteca del 
Castello del Catajo’). 

first edition of this learned treatise on the movement of water by 
the polymath Giovanni Poleni, appointed professor of astronomy 
at the University of Padua at the age of twenty-fve and of physics 
seven years later. His unequalled knowledge of hydraulic architecture 
was put to good use by several princes who used his knowledge to 
defne their territorial boundaries by the rivers that fowed through or 
around them. Riccardo I(ii) 292: ‘bella edizione’.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q239

POLENI, Giovanni (1683-1761). Epistolarum mathematicarum 

fasciculus. Padua: 1729.

4° (285 x 200mm). Woodcut vignette on title, 11 engraved plates, 
9 folding. (Small wormhole throughout text.) Contemporary drab 
boards, uncut (rebacked, light waterstain on front cover, lightly 
rubbed). Provenance: Biblioteca Riccardi, Modena (bookplate).

first edition. Poleni had been appointed to the chair of mathematics 
at Padua in 1719 after it had been vacated by Nicolaus (II) Bernoulli. 
The present lot is one of his major works, treating of problems in 
mathematics, astronomy, hydraulics and physics. Riccardi I(ii) 294: 
‘Bella e rara edizione’.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0238}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0239}


188

q240

POMET, Pierre (1658-1690).  Histoire générale des drogues. Paris: Jean-Baptiste Loyson, Augustin Pillon and Estienne Ducastin, 1694.
 
3 parts, 2° (383 x 245mm). Half-title, title printed in red and black, engraved portrait and 400 engraved illustrations, wood-engraved 
headpieces, one engraved headpiece and initial. (Long but clean tear across M1 in pt. II, lightly spotted and a few small stains, a few marginal 
tears, occasional light marginal waterstaining, a few leaves lightly browned.) Contemporary sprinkled calf (rebacked, old sides relaid, a little 
rubbed). Provenance: Dr Louis Planomon, Montpellier (stamp on endpaper).
 
first edition of the most complete materia medica of the time, compiled by the Parisian apothecary and botanist Pomet who gathered his 
collection of drugs from all parts of the world with which France traded. Caillet 8811: ‘Ouvrage curieux, qui était le guide et le manuel des 
Herboristes et Apothicaires du XVIIe siecle’; Garrison and Morton 1827.1; Hunt 391; Nissen ZBI 3218.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q241

POMPONAZZI, Pietro (1462-1525). De naturalium effectuum causis, 

sive de incantationibus. Basel: Heinrich Petri, August 1556.

Small 8° (158 x 96mm). Historiated woodcut initials, printer’s device 
on verso of fnal leaf. (A few margins lightly waterstained, some 
browning and spotting throughout.) Contemporary limp vellum 
(rubbed, slightly soiled). Provenance: Guido Donati (inscription on 
pastedown) – erased ownership inscription on title – a few marginal 
annotations.
 
scarce first edition. De naturalium effectuum causis, sive de 

incantationibus was written in 1520, though it was not published 
until 1556. ‘Pomponazzi investigated seemingly miraculous events 
reported by contemporary witnesses, pagan literature, and Christian 
doctrine. He developed naturalistic explanations for all of these 
occurrences except, at frst, the Christian miracles É [He] realized 
that the application of natural explanations to Christian miracles 
would destroy their very nature. He noted that his position, if 
generalized, would mean that “there are no miracles.” And if there 
are no miracles, the religions of Moses and Christ are imperilled, for 
their fundamental doctrines rest on miraculous events. To avoid this 
position Pomponazzi again exempted faith from the conclusions of 
philosophy. Biblical miracles, he stated, are indeed suspensions and 
reversals of the normal operations of nature’ (DSB). Adams P-1827; 
Wellcome I, 5153.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q242

PONTANO, Giovanni Gioviano (1427-1503). De rebus coelestibus. 
Naples: Sigismund Mayr, 1512.

2° (289 x 203mm.) (Title very lightly soiled, lightly spotted 
throughout.) Modern vellum. Provenance: occasional manuscript 
annotations or underlining.

first edition. Pontano, a member of the Aragonese court, and 
student of ancient Greek and astronomy in Naples with Antonio 
Beccadelli, was the presiding spirit of the eponymous Accademia 
Pontaniana, and the most innovative and versatile Latin poet in 
15th-century Italy. His knowledge of astronomy is evident in the 
present posthumous work and in one of his best known poems, 
Urania, published in 35 editions between 1505 and 1533. Graesse V, 
406; Houzeau and Lancaster 2335: ‘rare’; Riccardi I(ii) 303: ‘raro’; this 
edition not in Adams (lists 1520 edition).

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q243

PORCACCHI, Tomaso (1530-1585). L’Isole Piu Famose del del Mondo de Castiglione Arretino e intagliate da Girolamo Porro Padovano, Con 

l’Aggiunta di molte Isole. Venice: Simon Galignani and Girolamo Porro, 1576 [colophon, Venice: Giorgio Angelieri and S. Galignani de Karera, 
1575].  

2° (306 x 205mm). Engraved architectural and allegorical title, 47 half-page engraved maps and plans in the text by Girolamo Porro, woodcut 
head- and tail-pieces and initials, woodcut printer’s device on fnal verso. (Without fnal blank, occasional light marginal spotting and 
browning, small clean marginal tear to b4.) Contemporary vellum, title on spine, new endpapers (head of spine with small restoration, few 
chips, some staining and soiling, lacking ties). Provenance: The Explorers Club, James M. Ford (president of the club in 1926-27, book n. 4934; 
bookplate and various blindstamps including one on title). 

the enlarged second edition with 17 new maps of Porcacchi’s ‘island book’ with beautifully engraved plates. Originally published in 
1572, the second edition is supplemented with 17 maps. The fnal part relating to the Americas contain maps of Temistitan (Mexico), Cuba, 
Spagnuola and two new maps of Jamaica and San Giovanni. Adams P-1905; Phillips Atlases 167; Nordenskiold 2, 187; Sabin 64149.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q244

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). De furtivis literarum 

notis, vulgo de ziferis libri IIII. Naples: Joannes Maria Scotus, 1563.

4º (207 x 145mm). Woodcut arms of Phillip II of Spain on title, woodcut 
dials with volvelles on K1r and K4r (dial on L2r lacking the volvelle), 
woodcut ciphers, O3 printed in red and black, woodcut ornaments 
including arabesque headpieces on P1-R3. (2 of 3 volvelles only, lower 
blank margin of title with large section cut away and the loss repaired, 
browning to quire A, slight stain to K1, R1 with short marginal tear, 
quire Cc with light waterstain at bottom margin.) 18th-century vellum-
backed boards with green morocco lettering-piece (some abrasion to 
covers).  Provenance: J. Pauss, J.H.S. (inscription at head of title; Jesuit 
monogram at end) – Dr Ernest Darmstaedter (stamp on front pastedown). 

della porta’s celebrated work on secret codes and cryptography.  
It described the frst known digraphic substitution cipher, a method of 
encoding by which units of plain text are replaced with cipher text; the 
receiver then deciphers the text by performing the inverse substitution. 
Such magical acquirements as how to write secret messages on the inside 
of eggs or the edge of a pack of cards are explained.  A close counterfeit of 
the edition was printed by John Wolfe in London in 1591. RARE. SBN 
locates only four copies of this frst edition in Italian libraries. Adams 
P-1924; BL/STC Italian Books p.536; Caillet 8850; Mortimer/Harvard 
Italian 397; Riccardi I(ii), 309: ‘bella e rara edizione’.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q245

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). Phytognomonica … Octo 

libris contenta. In quibus noua, facillimaque affertur methodus, qua plantarum, 

animalium, metallorum, rerum denique. Naples: Horatius Salvianus, 1588.

2º (303 x 218mm). Scrollwork title border in four parts, woodcut 
medallion portrait of the author on title verso, 32 half-page woodcuts 
including two repetitions, cherub and grotesque ornaments, initials in 
several styles. (Purchase inscription on title verso showing through to 
recto, foremargin of title and preliminaries soiled, occasional stains, light 
worming at bottom margin of quires CC-GG occasionally affecting 
text, the bigger tracks repaired, waterstaining at bottom margin towards 
end, quire RR and index leaves repaired at lower corners.) Later fexible 
vellum, spine lettered in gilt (joints rubbed, a few holes to covers, recased 
with new endpapers).

first edition, 1588 issue; some copies have a 1589 publication date. The 
plants, animals and insects among the scrollwork of the title-page also 
appear as illustrations in the text. The four border compartments likewise 
recur as headpieces within the volume. The upper compartment contains 
the author’s own device of a lynx – subsequently adopted with the motto 
‘Auspicit et Inspicit’ by the Accademia dei Lincei  on its foundation 
in 1603. The general purpose of the cuts is to illustrate unsuspected 
analogies between the physiognomy of plants and higher forms of life. 
Della Porta’s doctrine of signatures held ‘that divine providence had 
formed plants in such a way as to indicate the ailments they could cure, 
e.g. a walnut looked like the human brain, so could cure head ailments’ 
(Hunt). Adams P-1938; BL/STC Italian Books p. 536; Brunet IV, 826; 
Honeyman 2520; Hunt I, 158; Mortimer/Harvard Italian 399; Nissen 
BBI 463; NLM/Durling 3734; Wellcome 5203.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0244}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0245}


192

q246

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). Magiae naturalis libri 

XX. Naples: Orazio Salviani, 1589.

2° (291 x 206 mm). Title within wide woodcut border, author’s 
medallion portrait on title verso, 21 woodcut illustrations and 
diagrams in text, woodcut head- and tailpieces, and initials. (Brown 
stain in inner upper corner of frst gathering, affecting woodcut 
border on title, some browning and spotting.) 19th-century marbled 
boards, patterned slipcase. Provenance: a few marginalia. 

first edition of the complete text in twenty books, an augmented 
version of a work frst published in four books in 1558. As Mortimer 
notes, the scrollwork title border in four parts, the upper piece 
containing Porta’s device of a lynx, had been designed for Porta’s 
Phytognomica, but ‘it is probably its appearance in the Magia that 
provided the inspiration for the emblem of the Accademia dei Lincei 
... The 1588 text was Della Porta’s earliest published work, and the 
1589 volume is essential to an understanding of Della Porta and the 
science of his day’ . Mortimer/Harvard Italian 400; Riccardi I(ii) 307.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q247

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). De humana 

physiognomonia. Hanau: G. Antonius for Peter Fischer, 1593.

8° (184 x 119 mm). Title printed in red and black with printer’s 
device, woodcut portrait of the author on verso, numerous woodcut 
illustrations. (Light marginal waterstaining in second half, touching 
text at end, browned and spotted throughout.) Contemporary limp 
vellum (stained, some damamge at fore-edge of front cover, lacks 
front free endpaper). Provenance: Gaetano della Somaglia (inscription 
on pastedown).

First published in 1586, this the frst edition to be printed in 
Germany. Physiognomy (literally ‘knowledge of nature’) is the art 
of reading a person’s character, disposition and even his future from 
signs in his face. An ancient art that was practiced by the Greeks, 
physiognomy has an obvious relationship to palmistry, and has 
also been linked traditionally to other forms of divination, such 
as astrology. Della Porta, in his treatise on human physiognomy, 
attempted to rationalise the art, establishing what he believed was 
a ‘scientifc’ basis for the correspondence between external form 
and internal character by analysing the likeness of various human 
features to those of animals. In the 18th century Della Porta’s work 
was revived and expanded upon by Lavater, who in turn provided 
inspiration to the 19th-century founders of phrenology. Adams 
P-1925; NLM Durling 3722; Wellcome I, 5197.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q248

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). De refractione optices 

parte: libri novem. Naples: Horatius Salvianus for Joannes Jacobus 
Carlinus and Antonio Pace, 1593.
 
4º (215 x 150mm). Title device, woodcut diagrams and ornaments. 
(Title with large repair at lower margin affecting imprint, a few letters 
of imprint in facsimile, browning and waterstaining mainly in earlier 
part.) 20th-century vellum-backed boards, uncut. Provenance: Libreria 
Antiquaria Mediolanum (bookseller’s label). 

first edition. The De refractione was an expansion of book XVII of 
the Magiae of 1589 on the properties of refracting lenses. della Porta 
‘did not invent the camera obscura, but he is the frst person to report 
adding a concave lens to the aperture. He also juxtaposed concave 
and convex lenses and reports various experiments with them. But 
É he limits his purposes to clarifying the image and to a geometrical 
explanation of the refracting properties of such lenses. Despite his 
claim to priority he did not invent the telescope’ (DSB XI, p.97). 
This copy has the dedication leaf to Ottavio Pisani inserted in quire 
A. Adams P-1929 (calls for a blank A5 not present here); BL/STC 
Italian Books p.536; Riccardi I(ii), 309: ‘interessantissima e rara opera’. 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q249

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). De distillatione lib. 

IX. Rome: Camera Apostolica, 1608.
 
4° (216 x 157mm). Laudatory epigrams in Hebrew, Greek, Chaldean, 
Arabic, Slavonic, and Armenian, each with their Latin translations, 
35 woodcut illustrations in text, woodcut initials and printer’s device. 
(Lacks the portrait of the author by I. Laurus, woodcut portrait of 
the author inserted instead, lightly browned, some leaves spotted.) 
Modern vellum. Provenance: part of margin of title and fnal leaf 
excised and repaired – bookseller’s label. 

first edition. Della Porta’s treatise gives the most comprehensive 
view of the applications of distillation in the sixteenth century. The 
work is an expansion of the section on distillation in Book X of 
the enlarged edition of his Magia naturalis (1589). The nine parts of 
De distillatione deal with the various kinds of distillation, including 
methods of extraction, the preparation of scented distilled waters, 
oils distilled from resins, oils distilled from woods, the distillation of 
corrosive mineral acids, the properties of these acids, distillation of 
alcohol from wine, and the preparation of various ointments. ‘Among 
the many fne woodcuts contained in the book, the most curious 
are those depicting pieces of apparatus likened to different animals’ 
(Duveen). Duveen, p. 481; Ferguson II, 216 (Strasbourg edition of 
1609 ‘The Roman edition is a much fner book’); Norman 1725; 
Riccardi I(ii), 312.

£1,000-2,000 $1,300-2,500
 €1,200-2,300
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q250

DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). I tre libri de’ spiritali … cioe d’inalzar acque per forza dell’aria. Naples: Gio. Iacomo Carlino, 
1606. 

4° (198 x 146mm). Woodcut title device, illustrations and diagrams. (Title slightly wormed at bottom margin, marginal soiling and staining, 
F1-2 torn at bottom margin.) Contemporary cartone alla rustica (front cover stained, rear cover discoloured, endpapers browned). 

The Elementorum curvilineorum libri duo of 1601 here appears in the Italian translation of Juan Escrivano, with the addition of a third book. In 
his address to the author, Escrivano explains that the translation is for mechanics ‘che quasi sono tutti idioti’. It is notable for the inclusion of 
a machine for raising a column of water by steam pressure (p.75), and for the thermoscope on the next page. Della Porta also looked back 
critically on experiments by Hero of Alexandria, using diagrams taken from early manuscripts. RARE. SBN locates only three copies. BL/STC 
17th-century Italian Books II, p.701; Riccardi I(ii) 310; Wolf, History of Science I, p.544.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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DELLA PORTA, Giovan Battista (c.1538-1615). De aeris 

transmutationibus libri IV. Rome: Bartholomeo Zannetti, 1610. 

4º (215 x 160mm). Laudatory verses in Greek and Arabic. Woodcut 
arms on title, woodcut diagrams and maps. (Lacks folding table, title 
with two semi-erased stamps, one with several holes, some spotting 
and browning, marginal soiling and waterstaining, quire N with light 
worm track at bottom margin, hole at margin of N2, a few ink spots.) 
Contemporary limp vellum (spotted and crinkled). Provenance: two 
manuscript notes, dated 1646 and 1648 (on rear free endpaper) – 
Maschile Torti…. (indistinct stamp on title). 

first edition, first issue, the second having a 1614 date. Della 
Porta’s treatise on the atmosphere led him to a broad discussion of the 
sea, tides, formation of rivers, rain, snow, and of earthquakes which 
he believed to result from certain atmospheric conditions. A highly 
interesting section, illustrated with a woodcut map, is devoted to the 
river Nile and its then mysterious origin. Riccardi I(ii) 311.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q252

PORTIS, Leonardus de (1460-1545). Iurisconsulti vicentini de de 

sestertio pecuniis ponderibus et mensuris antiquis libri duo. Edited by 
Giovanni Battista Egnazio. [Venice: Giorgio Rusconi, c.1520].

Small 4° (192 x 146mm). 2 large woodcut initials, errata at end. 
(Light staining.) Old drab boards (rebacked with modern vellum, 
sides a little soiled). Provenance: erased marginal manuscript 
annotations.

first edition of this classic work on ancient weights and measures; 
another edition without imprint or date appeared at Basel, also 
c.1520. Riccardi I(ii), 314.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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POZZO, Agostino. Gnomonices biformis, geometricae, scilicet, & arithmeticae synopsis. Venice: Antonio Bosio, 1679.

4 parts, small 4° (223 x 161mm). Engraved frontispiece by A. Bosio after L. David, each part with separate title-page, one folding engraved 
plate, engraved illustrations and diagrams, a few full-page, ‘Tabulae gnomonicae’ (183pp.) in pt. III engraved throughout, woodcut headpieces 
and initials. (Lacking the engraved folding table ‘Tabula pro inscribendis parallelis’, frontispiece lightly browned, title with two small repaired 
wormholes affecting one letter, a few margins lightly waterstained, one or two spots.) Contemporary vellum. Provenance: erased ownership 
inscription (at foot of frontispiece and on title).

first edition of this mathematical treatise based on Euclid, Theodosius and Apollonius of Perga.  Riccardi I(ii), 316-317; cf. Houzeau and 
Lancaster 11527.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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PRIESTLEY, Joseph (1733-1804). The History and 

Present State of Electricity, with Original Experiments. 
London: J. Dodsley, J. Johnson and B. Davenport, T. 
Cadell, 1767. 

4° (263 x 203mm). 7 folding engraved plates 
depicting electrical machines and experiments, 
one additional engraved advertisement at end. 
(Some offsetting from plates, repair to corner of 
A3, small hole to Oo4, occasional faint spotting.) 
Contemporary mottled calf (rebackd, corners and 
fore-edge repaired, extremities lightly rubbed). 
Provenance: Joseph Henry Butterworth (armorial 
bookplate). 

first edition. ‘Though primarily remembered for his 
work with gases’, states Norman, ‘Priestley was also 
the frst historian of electricity. He was encouraged 
to write the History by his friend Benjamin Franklin, 
who helped corrects its proofs’. Norman 1748. 

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

q255

PRIEUR, Claude. Dialogue de la lycanthropie ou 

Transformation d’hommes en loups, vulgairement dits 

loups-garous, et si telle se peut faire. Louvain: Jehan Maes 
and Philippe Zangre, 1596.
 
8º (145 x 90mm). Woodcut of the cross on title, a 
few ornamental initials. (Title creased, rather worn 
along inner margin and rehinged, privilege on title 
verso with corresponding tear at margin, some 
light browning of text margins, running titles and 
shoulder notes close cut.) 19th-century calf, marbled 
endpapers, gilt edges (extremities rubbed). Provenance: 
Ex libris Encalcat (stamp on front blank).

first edition of this rare tract on lycanthropy. 
A native of Laval au Mayne and Franciscan friar, 
the author aimed to guard his readers against the 
enchantments and sorceries credited with the power 
of turning men into wolves. Sir Walter Scott owned 
a copy as part of his comprehensive collection of 
books on the occult. Caillet III, 8975: ‘opuscule 
d’une insigne rareté’.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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PSELLUS, Michael (1020-1110). Opus dilucidum 

in quattuor mathematicas disciplinas, arihmeticam [sic], 
musicam, geometriam, et astronomiam [in Greek]. 
Paris: Jacobus Bogardus, 1545.

12° (122 x 80mm). Greek text.  Tiny woodcut 
diagrams in margins, several woodcut initials,  
device on fnal verso. (Title waterstained, 
soiled and with marginal tear, waterstain 
continuing through frst quire, fnal verso soiled.) 
Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine 
(crinkled, ties and free endpapers lacking). 

rare edition by the last of the greek writers 

on arithmetic. Smith notes that this work ‘covers 
the medieval Quadrivium – arithmetic, music, 
geometry, and astronomy – and is the only late 
Greek work on arithmetic that attracted attention 
in the Renaissance period.’  In his list of editions, 
this edition is said to be in Greek and Latin, but in 
fact only the title is in both languages. It follows 
the earlier editions of Venice, 1532, and Paris, 
1538, in Greek alone. Adams P-2203; Smith, Rara 

arithmetica p.168. 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q257

PSEUDO-DIONYSIUS. Theologia vivifcans 
É coelestis hierarchia. Ecclestiastica hierarchia. 
Paris: H. Estienne, 14 April 1515. Title within 
elaborate woodcut border set within a forest 
scene, woodcut diagrams, initials. (Lower 
margin of title excised, light worming on upper 
margin of frst few leaves, including title, light 
marginal spotting). [Bound with:]

LEFEVRE D’ÉTAPLES, Jacques (1455-1536). 
Introductorium astronomicum, theorias coporum 

[sic] coelestium duobus libris complecte[n]s. Paris: 
H. Estienne, 9 December 1517. Title within 
elaborate woodcut border incorporating arms 
of the Sorbonne and bearing the printer’s 
initials, woodcut diagrams, initials. (Title and 
a few other leaves lightly soiled, a few margins 
waterstained, fnal leaf with large part of margin 
torn away.)

2 works in one volume, 2° (303 x 202mm). 
Contemporary blind-panelled calf, large 

manuscript label pasted on rear cover (joints split, cords repaired, rubbed and scuffed).  Provenance: Father Julio Abrissi of Mantua (ownership 
inscription on endpaper).

first edition  of Lefèvre d’Étaples’ Astronomy, with the commentaries of his disciple Josse Clichtove, Abbé of Chartres.  The pseudo-Dionysius 
is translated by Ambroise Camaldule with extensive commentaries by both d’Étaples and Clichtove.  Most of the great humanist’s impressively 
large oeuvre came from Henri Estienne’s press. 1st work: Adams D-523; not in Schreiber. 2nd work: Houzeau and Lancaster 2290: ‘rare’; 
Schreiber 27.  

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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PTOLOMAEUS, Claudius (2nd century).  Quadripartitum, translated by Plato Tiburtinus. -ps-PTOLEMAEUS. Centiloquium, translated by 
Johannes Hispalensis. Commentary by Hali. Venice: Erhardt Ratdolt, 15 January 1484. 

4° (231 x 161mm). Collation: a-g8 h12 (a1r blank, a1v astrological diagram, a2r text, h12r colophon, h12v blank). 68 leaves. 42 lines, double 
column. Types: 4:76G; 6:56(75)G. Woodcut diagram on a1v and a8v, incipit printed in red, woodcut initials, a few partly coloured or outlined 
in red, chapter headings of leaves a2r-b3r and f6v-end rubricated, the Centiloquium numbered and with occasional annotations. (Occasional 
light fnger soiling, wire on the press bed in f7v affecting a few letters.) Dark brown morocco by Brugalla, 1952, tooled in gilt and blind, gilt 
turn-ins, gilt edges, slipcase (spine lightly rubbed). Provenance: several early marginal manuscript annotations and underlining in the text in red 
ink (from f6v until the end) —  Johannes Albini, medical student  ‘Acrocrenopolitani’ (scored, faded early manuscript inscription on a1r) — 
Johannes Pesthius (faded manuscript inscription below) — Gabriel Molina (bookplate on pastedown) — sold, Sotheby’s 17 November 1988, 
lot 131 to Quaritch. 

first edition in latin of this classical text on astrology. The work is divided into four books: the frst is a defence of astrology and technical 
concepts, the second deals with the infuences on earth (including astrological geography and weather prediction), and the third and fourth 
discuss the infuences on individuals. The present copy confrms to the second copy mentioned in BMC, with the impression of two headings 
from a law book printed in red on the lower half on verso of the last page. H *13543; GW M36411; BMC V 288; BSB-Ink P-862; Klebs 
814.1; Polain (B) 3284; Redgrave 40; Essling 313; Sander 5980; Proctor 4394; Goff P-1088.

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000
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PTOLOMAEUS, Claudius (2nd century) and Giovanni MAGNINI 
(editor). Geographiae universiae.  Cologne: Petrus Keschedt, 1597.

2 parts in one volume, 4° (222 x 165mm). Engraved title in both 
parts, 64 engraved maps including one folding, woodcut diagrams, 
head- and tail-pieces, and ornamental initials, with the blank E4 at 
end of pt.I. (Upper margin of title and following two leaves with a 
crude repair, small tear in outer margin of title repaired, title tipped 
in, fnal four leaves of index of pt. II with small wormtrack affecting 
a few letters, some mainly light waterstaining, stronger at beginning, 
browned.) Contemporary blind-stamped pigskin over wooden 
boards (rebacked in calf, soiled, rubbed, new endpapers). Provenance: 
Sigismund Nöth (ownership inscription on title) – Retz Monastery 
(inscriptions on pastedown and on title [one dated 1664], and stamp 
in bottom margin of title) – bookplate removed from rear pastedown.
  
Second edition of Ptolemy’s Geographia edited by Giovanni Magnini, 
frst published in Venice in 1596. The maps are exact copies of 
Girolamo Porro’s maps used for the frst edition and later Venetian 
editions. This is the issue without the colophon at the end of the 
‘Index’ (corresponding with a copy at Harvard). The double-page 
world map is a smaller version of Rumbold Mercator’s which had 
appeared ten years earlier. Adams M-117; Alden & Landis 597/57; 
Phillips Atlases 404 (issue with colophon); Sabin 66493 and 43822; 
Shirley 201-204.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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PTOLOMAEUS, Claudius (2nd century). Geografa cioè descrittione universale della terra. Edited and corrected by Giovanni Antonio Magini and 
translated from Latin into Italian by Leonardo Cernoti. Venice: Giovanni Battista and Giorgio Galignani, 1598-1597.

2 parts in one volume, 2° (292 x 203mm). Titles with engraved printers’ devices [cf. Vaccaro p. 277, fg. 353], engraved double-hemisphere 
world map by Girolamo Porro after Rumold Mercator and 63 engraved half-page maps, woodcut diagrams, woodcut initials, head- and tail-
pieces, with the blank dd4. (First with large part of margin excised and laid down, world map lightly spotted, some mainly marginal spotting 
throughout, light waterstaining in lower margin at the end.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine, letter ‘P’ with crown above 
stamped on sides (hinges broken, slightly soiled). Provenance: Dukes of Portland (‘P’ and crown stamped on covers) – William Arthur, sixth 
Duke of Portland (bookplate). 

first edition in italian of magini’s ptolemy. The 64 fnely-engraved maps – comprising 27 maps of the ancient world and 36 modern maps, 
together with the world map – were frst used in the Latin frst edition of Magini’s recension in 1596. The double-hemisphere world map Orbis 

terrae compendiosa descriptio is a reduction of Rumold Mercator’s world map, and is described by Shirley as ‘an exceptionally fne engraving in its 
own right’ (The Mapping of the World, p. XXIX). Adams M-118; Nordenskiöld 2, 226; Phillips Atlases 405; Sabin 66506; Shirley 194 (world 
map).

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q261

PTOLOMAEUS, Claudius (2nd century). Trattato della descrittione della sfera celeste ... dal sig. Hercole Bottrigaro tradotto in parlare italiano. Bologna: 
Alessandro Benaccio, 1572.

2 parts in one volume, 4º (223 x 148mm). Publisher’s device on both titles, woodcut diagrams, ornamental initials, large device on fnal verso. 
(Marginal repairs to title and two leaves following, paper fault in last two leaves.) 17th-century vellum, manuscript title on spine (covers slightly 
bowed, recased, new endpapers). Provenance: Philippo Neri, Bologna, ex Congregation of the Oratory (stamp on blank area of title).

first edition in italian. The translator, Ercole Bottrigari (1531-1612), was an Italian scholar, mathematician, poet, music theorist and 
composer. He published books of madrigals. Much of his writing was dedicated to classical Greek music and the study of Greek mathematicians 
and philosophers. rare on the market. RBH records one sale in 1971. BL/STC Italian Books p. 543; Riccardi I(i) 186: ‘raro e poco conosciuto’.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q262

RAMELLI, Agostino (c. 1531-after 20 August 1608). Le diverse et artifciose machine. Paris: by the author, 1588.
 
2° (312 x 210mm). Roman (French) and italic (Italian) types. Engraved title within architectural frame by Leonard Gaultier, each leaf of text 
printed within a border of typographical feurons, engraved portrait of Ramelli by Gaultier on title-page verso, 194 engravings (174 full-page, 
20 double-page) numbered I-CXCV (CXLVIII and CXLIX combined on a single engraving), three signed with the cipher ‘JG’. (Some 
occasional soiling, tiny single wormhole to bottom margin, some small marginal repairs to wormtracks, occasional light waterstaining, I1 with 
small repair affecting tiny bit of text, some plates substituted with others resulting in alterations to fgure numbers, foliation and some text 
lightly deleted.) 18th-century calf, with Gabriel Le Lieupure Baumont’s name in gilt on covers, spine gilt, marbled endpapers (some restoration, 
rubbing to extremities, some scuffng). Provenance: Gabriel Le Lieupure Baumont (book collector; binding, inscriptions and annotations) — 
Signor Colonel La Barre Duparq (book ticket) — Augustin Seguin (bookplate) — Jacobi Piou Museum (bookplate dated 1783).

first edition of one of the greatest illustrated books of the 16th century, masterpiece of book design. Gabriel Le Lieupure Baumont’s 
highly personalized copy. ‘The plates in Ramelli’s treatise are artistically as well as technologically superb, the bilingual text beautifully printed, 
and both plates and text surrounded by handsome borders of typographic ornaments. The reasons for this sumptuousness were twofold: frst 
Ramelli had dedicated the book to his patron Henri III; and second, he had previously had several designs stolen from him by a trusted associate 
(probably Ambroise Bachot, later engineer to Henri IV), who published them in corrupt and mutilated form and claimed them as his own. 
As a result of this experience Ramelli planned his treatise as a particularly lavish work that would be diffcult to counterfeit, and produced and 
published it from his own house where he could maintain absolute control over the project’ (Norman). The book itself is a very fne example 
of the exquisite work of late 16th-century French printers and artists. Ramelli’s work had a great infuence on later mechanical engineering. 
Gabriel Le Lieupure Baumont also owned a copy of Vitruvius’s Les dix livres d’architecture (Paris, 1673). Mortimer French 452; Brun, p.280; 
Norman 1777; Dibner Heralds 173.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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RAMPINELLI, Ramiro (1697-1759). Lectiones opticae. Brescia: 
Joannes Baptista Bossini, 1760.

4º (270 x 185mm). Engraved title vignette by Domenico Cagnoni, 
engraved headpiece and opening initial, 32 folding plates. (Lacks the 
portrait, half-title slightly soiled and with corner torn away, marginal 
waterstaining to plates and text, a few marginal tears, T3v with small 
stain.) Contemporary cartone alla rustica, manuscript title and shelf 
label on spine, uncut (lightly soiled).

uncut copy of a ‘bella edizione’ (Riccardi).  A monk of the Olivetan 
order, Rampinelli was appointed to the chair of mathematics and 
physics at Pavia in 1747. He knew all the great Italian mathematicians 
of his time. His ‘unica innocente passione,’ laudatory words used by 
Giordano Riccati at his funeral, was of decisive infuence on his circle. 
However, this posthumous frst edition on optics was the only one of 
his works to be printed, and is rarely encountered. RBH records only 
two sales in 1980 and 1981. Riccardi I(ii) 541.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q264

REAUMUR, René Antoine Ferchault de (1683-1757).  L’Art de convertir le fer forgé en acier et l’art d’adoucir le fer fondu. Paris: Michel Brunet, 
1722.

4° (254 x 186mm). 17 folding engraved plates by and after Ph. Simmoneau. (Browning to some quires, occasional spotting.) Half calf and blue 
speckled boards of c.1800, spine gilt, speckled edges (spine worn at foot, corners bumped). Provenance: indistinct early 19th-century signature 
on front cover.

first edition.  Réaumur’s work on converting iron into steel is the frst reliable treatise on the metallurgy of ferrous metal. As Hoover states, 
this scientifcally gifted Frenchman ‘revealed for the frst time hitherto secret details of the process, and also came very close to the correct 
explanation of the nature of steel, that it is iron combined with a small quantity of carbon.’ The process of producing non-brittle cast iron is 
likewise described in his book, though his ideas received little attention before the 19th century. Hoover 677; Norman 1803; Wolf II, p. 530. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0263}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0264}


204

q265

CASSINI, Giovanni Domenico (1625-1712) and others. Recueil d’observations 

faites en plusieurs voyages pour perfectionner l’astronomie et la géographie ... par M.M. de 

l’Académie des sciences. Paris: de l’Imprimerie Royale, 1693.
 
8 works in one volume as issued, the last work in two parts, 2° (359 x 233mm). 
Collective title with royal arms, one leaf table of contents, followed by the 
seaprately paginated parts, variously dated 1672-1689. One engraved map only 
(of 2), 5 engraved title vignettes, engraved head- and tailpieces, and initials. 
(Occasional faint dampstaining to margins, some light spotting and browning, 
title to last work with small tear at corner, lacking a folding map, the second work 
misbound ahead of the general title.) Contemporary calf, spine gilt (extremities 
rubbed, upper joint heavily split but cords holding, some old restoration). 
Provenance: occasional annotation in two hands.

first edition. The six astronomical tracts by Cassini, largely based on observations 
made by Jean Richer at Cayenne, are augmented by Richer’s Observations 

astronomiques et physiques faites en l’isles de Cayenne, dated 1679; and Jean Picart’s 
Voyage d’Uraniborg ou Observations astronomiques faites en Dannemarck, issued with 
Philippe de la Hire’s Observations sur les costes de France, dated 1680. Cassini had 
moved to Paris at the invitation of Louis XIV in 1669, becoming the frst director 
of the Paris observatory which is shown in some vignettes, together with the 
observatory at Huen. This collection concludes with his celebrated tables of the 
satellites of Jupiter, more exact than the tables of 1668, and frequently relied upon 
by navigators. DSB III, p. 104;  Houzeau and Lancaster II, p.37; Sabin 71110.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q266

RECUPERO, Giuseppe (1720-1778). Storia naturale e generale dell’Etna. Catania: Stamperia della Regia Universita’ degli Studj, 1815.

2 volumes, 2° (267 x 182mm). Folding engraved frontispiece of the author, 5 folding engraved plates (of 6?) including 4 views of Etna and 
one map. (Faint dampstaining to plate 3, some spotting and minor dampstaining to frst few leaves of vol. II, occasional fnger soiling, a few 
small tears to bottom margins.) Contemporary half vellum (some small wormholes to spines, slight loss to foot of spine on vol. II). Provenance: 
‘Il Sig[nore] Cav[allieri] il Commend[atore] F. Cesare Borgia/ Gaspare Gambino nipote dell’autore’ (inscription on title) — Biblioteca 
Gerosolimitana (library stamps and labels).

first edition of this detailed history of Mount Etna, posthumously published by the author’s nephew, Agatino Recupero.                   (2)

£1,800-2,500 $2,300-3,100
 €2,100-2,900
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REDI, Francesco (1626-1697). Esperienze intorno alla generazione degl’insetti … in una lettera all’illustrissimo signor Carlo Dati. Florence: Insegna 
della Stella, 1668.

4° (240 x 173mm). Preliminary blank, engraved device of the Accademia della Crusca on title, 29 engraved plates, three folding, 12 engravings 
in text, most full-page. (Title bound before half-title, gatherings O-Q with staining at margins, gathering Y and plates 14 and 17 browned, 
plate 3 slightly soiled, folding plates with faint show through of paste from mounts.) Contemporary fexible vellum (recased with repairs to 
endpapers, a little edge wear, upper cover slightly bowed). Provenance: presentation copy, title inscribed ‘Dono authoris Alliot’ in the recipient’s 
hand – [?]Gazzoli (unclear signature on half-title).

first edition of Redi’s famous refutation of the theory of spontaneous generation, with the 29th plate of a fy found in few copies. The half-
title is known in two states, with or without an armorial; in this copy it is without. The invention of the microscope had led Redi to the 
investigation of minute life, and insects are revealed with a degree of anatomical detail that must have struck the book’s earliest readers as a 
genuine marvel. It is no surprise that within twenty years his masterpiece had gone through fve editions. Brunet IV, 1175; Dibner, Heralds 188; 
Gamba 814; Garrison and Morton 97; Grolier/Horblit Science 88; Honeyman 2598; Nissen ZBI 3319; NLM/Krivatsy 9448; Norman 1812; 
Prandi, Redi 7; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ’600 1745. 

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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REDI, Francesco (1626-1697). Osservazioni intorno alle vipere ... Rivedute dall’autore, e da lui scritte in una lettera all’illustriss. sig. Conte Lorenzo 

Magalotti [Lettera ... sopra alcune opposizioni fatte alle sue osservazioni intorno alle vipere scritta alli signori Alessandro Moro, e Abate Bourdelot ]. Florence: 
Piero Matini, 1685-1686.
 
2 works in one volume, 2º (258 x 180mm). Title to each part in red and black, frst work with engraved device of the Accademia della Crusca 
on title, and another version of the device as engraved tail-piece. Second work with fnal blank. (First title a little soiled, foremargins slightly 
damaged, marginal spotting.)  Late 18th/early 19th-century half vellum and marbled boards, morocco lettering-piece and manuscript titling 
on spine, uncut (corners bumped). Provenance: Faustina degli Azzi (1650-1724, poet; presentation inscription on title reading ‘All’Illma. Sa. 
Faustina degli Azzi ne’Forti/ L’Autore’) — occasional scoring and note on p.22 in an unidentifed hand – bibliographical account of the book 
in an early 19th-century hand on front pastedown. 

presentation copy. Francesco Redi and Faustina degli Azzi, the recipient of this copy, were both born in Arezzo. Among the most celebrated 
female poets of the age, and a member of most of the Italian academies, the latter published Serto poetico, a unique volume of poetry (Arezzo: 
1694 and 1697, in 4to). Although the 19th-century owner of this copy seems to have believed the scientifc note on p. 22 was also by Redi, this 
is in a different hand to the presentation inscription.
Third edition of the frst work, following those of 1664 and 1666. Addressed to Redi’s friend Lorenzo Magalotti, secretary of the Accademia del 

Cimento, the Osservazioni was ‘the frst methodical work on snake-poison’ (see Garrison and Morton 2102). The ‘Lettera’, forming a second 
part to this edition, was frst issued separately in 1670. Honeyman 2597.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q269

REDI, Francesco (1626-1697). Lettera … sopra alcune opposizioni fatte alle 

sue osservazioni intorno alle vipere. Scritta alli signori Alessandro Moro e Abate 

Bourdelot. Florence: Stamperia della Stella, 1670.

4° (255 x 180mm). Pagination: [1-4],5-47, [1]p. (Slight soiling to half-
title and title, a little marginal spotting.) Contemporary vellum-backed 
boards, woodcut device pasted onto spine, uncut (light soiling and 
penciling to covers).

uncut copy of the first edition, one of two issues by the Stamperia 
della Stella, the other with variant pagination: [2],51,[1]p. There are 
also two states of the title-page. SBN calls for a portrait in this issue, not 
present in this copy or called for by other sources. The Lettera is an answer 
to those who opposed Redi’s views on snake poisoning, among them 
the ‘abbé Bourdelot,’ actually the well-known French physician Pierre 
Michon, from whose book on vipers published in 1670 Redi quotes 
numerous passages. Brunet IV, 1175; Gamba 820; NLM/Krivatsy 9454; 
Norman 1814 (variant issue); Prandi, Redi 13; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ‘600 
1743; Wellcome IV, p. 488.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q270

REDI, Francesco (1626-1697). Esperienze intorno a diverse cose naturali, 

e particolarmente a quelle, che ci son portate dall’Indie … in una lettera al 

reverendissimo padre Atanasio Chircher. Florence: Insegna della Nave, 1671.

4° (255 x 182mm). Preliminary blank, title in red and black with 
engraved Medici arms, 6 engraved plates. (Plates 1 and 4 browned, half-
title and title slightly soiled, heavy browning to quires A-C and F, some 
light waterstaining and marginal spotting.) 19th-century half vellum, 
uncut (labels a little chipped). Provenance: faint stamp on title – faded 
inscription on preliminary blank.

large paper copy of the first edition constituting Redi’s investigations 
into plant and animal specimens brought to Florence by Jesuit 
missionaries returning from the East and West Indies. His work contains 
the frst scientifc essay on tobacco, and treats of subjects as diverse as 
toothache and its remedies, the use of birds nests in medicine, the head 
of the Cobra, American spiders webs, fying fsh, vanilla beans and the 
chinchona tree. Brunet IV, 1175; Gamba 816; Honeyman 2599; NLM/
Krivatsy 9444; Nissen ZBI 3321; Norman 1815; Osler 3776; Prandi,  
Redi 16; Sabin 68516; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ’600 1750; Wellcome IV, 
p.488.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q271

REGIOMONTANUS (Johannes Müller, 1436-1476). Scripta de torqueto, astrolabio armillari, regula magna Ptolemaica, baculoq[ue] astronomico, et 

obseruationibus cometarum, aucta necessarijs, Ioannis Schoneri ... additionibus. Nuremberg: Joannes Montanus and Ulrich Neuber, 1544.

4° (190 x 141mm). Woodcut illustrations and diagrams. (Some browning, a few marginal waterstains, hole in k2 causing slight loss, lacks the 
fnal errata leaf which is supplied in facsimile.) 19th-century vellum (lightly stained). Provenance: An early reader has inked over Schöner’s name 
on the title, and at every subsequent occurence in headings or running titles. 

first edition of this composite work, edited by Johannes Schöner (1477-1547) who also adds his own contributions.  Other contributors 
listed on the title-page are Georg Peuerbach and Joachim Heller. The subject of the frst two papers by Regiomontanus and Schöner is the 
Torquetum;  there then follows Regiomontanus’s paper on the armillary sphere, Schöner’s on the large Ptolemaic rule, Regiomontaus’s tables 
of solar observations, and Schöner’s short piece on the astronomical radii. Peuerbach’s Quadratum geometricum forms a signifcant part  of the 
long fnal section on eclipses, comets and planetary observations by Regiomontanus and others. Schöner, who was closely connected with the 
publication of Copernicus’s De revolutionibus (Nuremberg, 1543), published the works of Regiomontanus from his manuscripts. Peuerbach had 
been Regiomontanus’s teacher, colleague and collaborator. Adams R-279; Houzeau and Lancaster 2266; Zinner 1857. 

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q272

REGIOMONTANUS (Johannes Müller, 1436-1476). De triangulis 

planis et sphaericis libri quinque. [Bound with:] SANTBECH, Daniel. 
Problematum astronomicorum et geometricorum sectiones septem. Basel: 
Heinrich Petri and Pietro Perna, 1561.
 
2 works in one volume as issued, 2° (305 x 192mm). Numerous 
woodcut illustrations and diagrams, woodcut initials. (Some 
browning, heavy in some leaves, a few margins lightly waterstained, 
large part of margin of colophon leaf torn away and repaired.) 
Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine (new endpapers, 
lightly soiled). Provenance: erased inscription (on title) — bookseller’s 
label (pastedown). 

the first systematic printed work on trigonometry. Third 
edition. De triangulis was Regiomontanus’s most important scientifc 
contribution. Completed in 1464, it remained in manuscript for 
nearly seventy years before being published in 1533 in Nuremberg 
by Johann Petri. It contains the earliest statement of the cosine law 
for spherical triangles, stating the proportionality of the sides of a 
plane triangle to the sines of the opposite angle. This fundamental 
proposition of spherical trigonometry appears as theorem 2 in book 
V of the treatise. In the second part, Regiomontanus proves the 
errors of Nicolaus de Cusa’s theory of squaring the circle, which had 
a profound effect on the history of navigation. Adams R-281 (both 
works); Houzeau and Lancaster 2500 (2nd work); cf. Norman 1566 
(1st work).

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q273

REGIOMONTANUS (Johannes Müller, 1436-1476). Tabulae 

directionum profectionumque, non tam astrologiae iudiciariae. Tübingen: 
Ulrich Morhard, 1559. 

4° (212 x 151mm). Large woodcut diagram on title, with fnal blank. 
(Title soiled, some light browning, mainly marginal waterstaining, 
inner margin of last few leaves with wormtrack.)  Contemporary limp 
vellum (soiled, fraying to fore-edge, a few small holes). Provenance: H. 
?Schraj (stamp on title and g3, bookplate). 

First published in 1490. Adams R-290. 

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100
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q274

REISCH, Gregor (1467-1525). Margarita philosophica. Basel: Sebastian Henricpetri, 1583. 

4° (213 x 163mm). One engraved plate and one engraved cordiform map of the world after Gemma Frisius and 
Peter Apian, both folding, woodcut illustrations, 36 full-page, printer’s device to verso of colophon. (Some soiling 
and dampstaining, scattered spotting, repairs to a number of leaves, folding plates with repairs and tear to margins.) 
Contemporary vellum, gilt title to spine (endpapers renewed). Provenance: contemporary annotations throughout — 
‘Paulus Bonavisa Aud[it]or Dom[in]us’ (inscription on title). 

First published in 1503, Reisch’s encyclopaedic work takes the form of a dialogue between master and disciple, and 
covers a multitude of subjects among which are astronomy, music, geometry, rhetoric, and alchemy; it remained popular 
throughout the 16th century. ‘The work is a sort of hand-book or encyclopaedia of natural and moral philosophy, 
presented in dialogue form and illustrated with a large number of woodcuts’ (Sabin). It contains ‘the oldest printed 
illustration of the structure of the eye’ (Choulant-Frank pp. 80 and 126). The preface, dated 1523, is attributed to Oronce 
Finé (1494-1555). Adams R-338; Brunet IV, 1201; Graesse IV, 74: édition la plus complète’; Sabin 69131.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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REISCH, Gregor (1467-1525).  Appendix matheseos in Margaritam 

philosophicam. Strassburg: Joanes Grüninger, 1512. 

Part II only (of 2), small 4° (199 x 147mm).  Title within woodcut 
border, 2 full-page illustrations, numerous diagrams, some full-page. 
(Inner margin of title with some repairs, some worming, partly 
affecting text, some wormtracks in inner margin closed, last gathering 
tipped-in, lower margin of last quarter lightly waterstained, some 
mainly light spotting and/or browning.) Modern old-style calf gilt.

The appendix of the celebrated frst ‘modern’ encyclopaedia. Adams 
R 335.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q276

REMMELIN, Johann (1583-1632). Catoptrum Microcosmicum,  suis 

aere incisis visionibus splendens, cum historia, et pinace, de novo prodit. 
Augsburg: David Franck, 1619.

2° (450 x 315mm). Engraved title, engraved author portrait on 
title verso, 3 full-page engravings by Lucas Kilian and Stephan 
Michelspacher after Remmelin, with faps and moveable parts 
revealing successive layers of  human anatomy, some parts engraved 
recto and verso. D1 with letterpress extension fap. (Title wormed 
with loss in several areas, rehinged and with several neat repairs, the 
frst engraving of nude male and female with brown spot and closed 
tear through letterpress along bottom border, the second of nude man 
with laminated wormtrack near border and several edge tears, the 
third of nude woman with short marginal tear, no obvious damage 
to moveable parts, some other text leaves rehinged or repaired, some 
scattered wormholes and wax stains.) 17th-century Dutch foral 
paper over old boards (rebacked and recornered with modern paper); 
modern clamshell cloth case. Provenance: L. and L.B. of  Leeds (recent 
bookplate).

first authorised edition (the frst pirated editions had appeared in 
1613 and 1614) of this renowned anatomical work, totally original 
in its extensive use of the ‘fap’ mechanism. Although the three 
engravings appear in sound condition, we cannot be sure there have 
been no losses to the many small parts, and the book is therefore sold 
as viewed, not subject to return. Choulant-Frank, p. 232; Heirs of 

Hippocrates 456; NLM/Krivatsy 9551; Wellcome I, 5418.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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[REMMELIN, Johannes (1583-1632).] Pinax microcosmographicus 

hoc est, admirandae partium hominis creaturarum divinarum praestantissimi 

universarum fabricate. [No place: Stephan Michael Spacher, 1615. 

2 parts, small 4° (202 x 159mm). Engraved title in part I, woodcut 
headpieces. (Small repair in upper margin of engraved title, )(2 with 
crude marginal repair on recto and small repair in upper margin, 
some leaves lightly waterstained, a few spots.) Contemporary boards 
(rebacked, lightly soiled). Provenance: illegible inscription (lower 
margin of title cropped) – extensive late 18th-century annotations in 
German (on both pastedowns). 

One of several pirated editions, published by Stephan Michael 
Spacher, in 1613, 1614 and 1615. The title page is engraved; but no 
other plates were published with this edition. Those mentioned in 
the title had been published before, either in an earlier edition of this 
work or in a separate form.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q278

RINALDINI, Carlo (1615-1698). Ars 

analytica mathematum. Florence (vols. 1 & 
2): Ex. Typograp. Josephi Cocchini, 1665-
1667; Padova (vol. 3): Sumptibus Petri 
Mariae Frambotti, 1684. 

3 volumes, 2° (370 x 250mm). Half 
titles to frst 2 volumes, folding engraved 
frontispiece in vol. 1, full page engraved 
portrait of the author, titles in red and black, 
woodcut vignettes to titles, 1 engraving 
in the text, numerous woodcut diagrams 
in the text. (Occasional dampstaining, a 
few leaves lightly soiled and browned, 
minor wormtrack to lower margin of 
vol. 3 occasionally touching text, a few 
small repairs.) Modern pasteboard covers, 
manuscript lettering to spine (lightly marked, 
textblock of vol. 2 detached at upper joint). 
Provenance: library label to front pastedowns. 

first edition of this extensive work by 
Italian mathematician Carlo Rinaldini. This 
set also includes Rinaldini’s Commercium 

epistolicum (1682) and Mathematum analyticum 
(1682) at the end of vol. 3. Riccardi I (ii), 
p.347.                   (3)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q279

RESEN, Peder Hansen (1625-1688). Inscriptiones haffnienses. 
Copenhagen: typis Henrici Gordiani, 1668.

4° (180 x 135mm). 6 folding plates and 4 large woodcuts in the text. 
(Title strengthened at foremargin, light spotting, some contemporary 
annotation.) Contemporary calf, spine gilt (extremities lightly 
rubbed). Provenance: indistinct inscription to title. 

first edition of this collection of inscriptions from Copenhagen’s 
offcial palaces and buildings. The illustrations include folding 
woodcuts of Uranienborg and Tyco Brahe’s ‘Globe of the sky’, the 
text describing his life on the island of Hven. DSB II, p.404.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q280

REVESE BRUTO, Ottavio (f. 1590-1640). Archisesto per formar 

con facilità li cinque ordini d’architettura. Vicenza: Heirs of Dominico 
Amadio, 1627. 

2° (319 x 215mm). Title etching of Revese Bruto’s adaptation of 
Galileo’s proportional compass or architectonic sector, 2 etched 
plates, one folding, 50 etched illustrations. Woodcut ornaments. 
(Some light soiling and browning, mainly marginal, leaves slightly 
cockled.) Contemporary vellum (old stains, a little bowed). 
Provenance: manuscript date of publication in black ink at foot of title. 

first edition, second issue of this scarce work, a demonstration 
by Revese Bruto of how to adapt Galileo’s proportional compass 
to architectural drawing. For this purpose each side of the arc was 
divided into four bands (for arches, doors and niches, pedestals, 
and cornices); these four bands were then subdivided into fve 
further bands, one for each architectural order. Each of the orders 
is depicted in nine plates, showing the manner in which the sector 
could successfully draw columns, arches, pediments, porticos, 
niches, pedestals, and cornices in perfect proportion. The folding 
plate depicts the sector itself, with all the details and measurements 
marked. Cicognara greatly admired the plates designed ‘con gusto 
ed intelligenza profonda dell’arte’ but described the operation of the 
instrument as too time consuming, ‘un gran perditempo’. Berlin Kat. 
2612; BL/STC 17th-century Italian Books II, p.742; Cicognara 631; 
RIBA III, 2739; Riccardi I(ii) 351; Vinciana Aut. Ital. del ‘600 4396; 
not in Millard/Italian.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q281

[RHO, Giovanni (1590-1662) attributed to]. Assemblea celeste. 

Radunata novam in Parnasso sopra la nova cometa. Milan: Marco Tulio 
Paganello, [?1619]. 

Small 4° (200 x 137mm). Engraved vignette on title by Giovanni 
Paolo Bianchi, 3 folding plates, woodcut headpieces, historiated 
initials. (Small stain on A2v, printed shoulder notes shaved.) Modern 
vellum-backed boards.

an extremely rare pamphlet on the ‘Great Comet’ of 1618, also 
known as ‘the Angry Star’ because of its flaring tail, reddish colour 
and length of duration - it was visible to the naked eye over seven 
weeks in late 1618 and early 1619. The writer pretends to be a Dane 
and dates his letter from Uraniborg, 1618. According to ABPC and 
RBH, only one copy has sold at auction during the past 40 years. 
Riccardi I(ii) 383.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q282

RICCATI, Giordano (1709-1790). Delle corde ovvero Fibre elastiche 

schediasmi fsico-matematici. Bologna: stamperia di San Tommaso 
d’Aquino, 1767.

4º (260 x 206mm). Title in red and black with engraved vignette, 7 
folding engraved plates, engraved tail-pieces, folding letterpress table. 
(Title soiled and with tear into blank area, browning and spotting, 
occasionally heavy, some waterstaining at upper margins, P3-4 torn at 
foremargin.) Contemporary cartone alla rustica, uncut (spine worn). 
Provenance: C.W. Turner, gifted to the University of Keele, 1968 (gift 
label). 

first edition. An unusual mathematical tract by Count Riccati on the 
vibration of a sonorous cord. Gamba 2413; Riccardi I(ii), 354.12. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q283

RICCIOLI, Giovanni Battista (1598-1671). Apologia [...] pro 

argumento physicomathematico contra systema Copernicanum. Venice: 
Salerni & Cagnolini, 1669. 

4° (214 x 157mm). Woodcut device on title, woodcut diagrams 
throughout, head- and tailpiece, two woodcut initials. (Faint 
horizontal crease throughout, minor holes to a few margins, 
dampstaining to penultimate leaf.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript 
title and paper library label to spine. Provenance: Indistinct inscription 
to title — Carolus Fanti (bookplate).

first edition. ‘Riccioli [was] one of the most ardent opponents of 
the Copernican system, which he tried to refute in every way. He 
nonetheless recognized the simplicity and the imaginative force of the 
Copernican theory, and acknowledged it as the best “mathematical 
hypothesis” – while striving to divorce it from any effective notion of 
truth’ (DSB XI, p.411). Riccardi I(ii) 374.9: ‘raro’.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q284

RICCIOLI, Giovanni Battista (1598-1671). Argomento 

fsicomattematico … contro il diurno della terra. Bologna: Emilio Maria, e 
fratelli de’ Manolesi, 1668.

4° (225 x160mm). Woodcut diagrams, ornamental initials. 
(Slight soiling and corner creasing to title and preliminary leaves.) 
Contemporary limp pasteboard, spine with vellum sewing guards, 
uncut (spine a little worn at foot).

first edition, uncut copy. Riccioli’s Almagestum novum (1651), 
an encyclopedic work of over 1500 folio pages, became a standard 
reference for astronomers all over Europe. Book 9 dealt with 126 
arguments concerning the earth’s motion, 49 for and 77 against. The 
present tract was a ‘riposte’ to the mathematician Stefano degli Angeli 
who had attacked one of the arguments against rotation. Edited by 
Michele Manfredi, one of Riccioli’s scholars, it reaffrmed his belief  
in a modifed Tychonic system which was shared by his friends  
Borelli and Zerilli.  Riccioli accepted the motion of Mercury, Venus 
and Mars around the sun, but maintained that Jupiter and Saturn 
move around the stationary earth. Honeyman 2644; Riccardi I(ii) 
373.8: ‘raro’.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q285

RINGELBERG, Joachim Fortius (c.1499-c.1536). Institutiones 

astronomicae ternis libris contentae. Venice: Marchio Sessa, 1535.

8° (150 x 98mm). Woodcut device on title, woodcut diagram, 
woodcut border enclosing text on A4r, fgured initials. (Occasional 
faint marks to margins.) Modern vellum, gilt title to spine. Provenance: 
contemporary annotation to margin of A5.

first italian edition. Houzeau and Lancaster 2407.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q286

RINGHIERI, Innocenzio (f. 1550).  Il sole. Rome: Antonio Blado, 
1543. 

Small 4° (208 x 143mm). Large woodcut device on title, another 
device on verso. (Lacking fnal ?blank leaf, light spotting or 
occasional light soiling, last gathering loose.) 19th-century green 
roan-backed boards (rubbed, rear inner hinges broken). Provenance: 
inscription on title – bookseller’s label (pastedown) – Honeyman 
copy, sold at Sotheby’s, 10/11 November 1980, lot 2657.

highly rare first edition of a philosophical treatise on the nature 
of the sun, interspersed with cosmological and magical observations. 
Finley printed in Blado’s imitation of the second Arrighi type, it takes 
the form of a dialogue between Diligence and Idleness, dedicated 
to Cardinal Guido Ascanio Sforza. Nine edition were published 
between 1543 and 1550. No sale record for any edition traced since 
1980. Fumagalli-Belli, Blado 1206: ‘rarissimo’; Honeyman 2657; 
Houzeau and Lancaster 2501.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q287

RINGHIERI, Innocenzio (f.1550). Cento giuochi liberali, et d’ingegno. 
Bologna: Anselmo Giaccarelli, August 1551. 

Small 4° (208 x 155mm).  Large woodcut device on title, smaller one 
at end, historiated initials, with the fnal blank. (Title lightly soiled, 
light marginal waterstaining, stronger in a few leaves and affecting 
text, small wormhole in margin of title.) Old vellum (binding slightly 
shrunk and soiled, inner gutter of front endpaper strengthened.) 
Provenance:  Joannis Ursucci (ownership inscription on title). 

first edition of one of the most celebrated Renaissance books 
on courtly intellectual entertainment, dedicated to Catherine de’ 
Medici and containing chapters on palmistry, chess, hunting, fshing, 
playing-cards and music. The chapter on painting mentions some 
thirty artists including Michelangelo, Mantegna, Raphael, Leonardo, 
Titian and Andrea del Sarto. Adams R-564; Brunet IV, 1268; van der 
Linde II, 331; van der Linde-Niemeijeriana 3688; Riccardi I(ii) 377. 

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

q288

RIPA, Cesare (1560-1645).  Iconologia … divisa in tre libri. Venice: 
Cristoforo Tomasini, 1645. 

4° (216 x 156mm). Woodcut device on title, 354 emblematic 
woodcuts. (Lacking ?blank a1, title lightly soiled,  Ee2 cleanly torn 
across the page, hole in Gg5 affecting one or two words of three lines 
of text, closely shaved, some browning.) 19th-century half calf, spine 
gilt (lightly rubbed). Provenance: partly erased stamp (on title) – ‘A C 
M’ (initials at foot of spine).

This guide to the symbolism in emblem books was frst published 
in 1593 without illustrations. A very popular and infuential book, 
it was frst published with illustrations in Milan in 1602 and went 
through a number of editions in the 17th century.  Both the text 
and the emblems included in these editions vary greatly.  Landwehr, 
Romanic 629.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0287}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0288}


218

q289

ROCCO, Antonio (1578-1653). Esercitationi flosofche. Venice: Francesco Baba, 1633.

4° (197 x 143mm). Large woodcut device on title, 2 woodcut diagrams, headpieces and initials, with fnal blank.  (Small hole in upper margin 
of E1, a few light spots.) Contemporary vellum (slight damage at foot of covers and spine). 

first edition. In Esercitationi flosofche, the Italian priest and philosophy teacher Antonio Rocco presented various Aristotelian theories intended 
to challenge the new scientifc method of Galileo. Rocco’s book was a direct assault on Galileo’s Dialogo sopra i massimi sistemi del mondo, 
published in 1632. A self-declared adherent of the Peripatetic school of philosophy, Rocco denounced the evidence-based science pioneered by 
Galileo and argued for adherence to the Aristotelian approach of deriving scientifc truths from general principles. The latter prudently chose 
not to compromise himself by publishing new material to rebut Rocco. Instead, he wrote a heated defence of his arguments directly into his 
own copy of the work, adding numerous marginal notes and annotations on papers to the printed volume. Carli and Favaro 138; Riccardi II, 
386.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0289}
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q290

ROLEWINCK, Werner (1425-1502). Fasciculus temporum. Venice: 
Erhard Ratdolt, 28 May 1484. 

Chancery 2° (304 x 209mm). Collation: [1-88 910] (1/1r blank, 
1/1v dedication by Ratdolt to Nicolaus Mocenicus, Ωr tabula, 
2/1r preface, 2/2r woodcuts, 2/2v text, 9/10v blank). 74 leaves. 57 
lines, printed foliation in headline, preface in 2 columns, table in 3. 
Type: 4:76G, 6:56(75)G, 9:130G. 55 woodcuts (including repeats), 
diagrams, white-vine initials. (First and last leaf repaired by mounting 
on blank verso, reinforcements at gutter of frst quire, a few corners 
repaired, occasional staining.) 19th-century sheep-backed marbled 
boards, red leather label on front cover (rubbed, some wear at spine). 
Provenance: early marginal annotations — Georg Kloss, Frankfurt 
(bookplate; sold Sotheby’s 1835, lot 1754, one of 23 editions he 
owned) – Eugen von Maucler, Oberherrlingen Library (1783-1859; 
1839 bookplate) – Augustin Seguin (1960 bookplate). 

Third Ratdolt edition. A ffteenth-century ‘bestseller’, the Fasciculus 

temporum was printed no fewer than 31 times before 1500 and was 
translated into French, German and Dutch. Its complex arrangement 
centres on a time-line which runs throughout the book, measuring 
time both from creation and from the birth of Christ. From its frst 
edition it was subject to ‘stop-press’ corrections and up-to-date 
additions: here the latest event recorded is dated 1481, the date of 
Ratdolt’s second edition. The invention of printing is on fo. 64. H 
*6934; BMC V, 288 (IB. 20536-7); CIBN R-176; BSB-Ink. R-246; 
Schreiber 5116b; Goff R-270.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0290}
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q291

ROSA, Pietro. La nautica rilucente o’ sia diario della navigazione. Venice: 
Giovanni Francesco Valvasense, 1700.
 
4° (215 x 156mm). Half-title, engraved frontispiece, woodcut 
illustrations and diagrams. (Faint waterstain in outer margin of frst 
few leaves.) Contemporary sprinkled calf (lightly rubbed). 

scarce first edition.  No sale record on RBH or ABPC. SBN lists 
only three holdings.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q292

ROSACCIO, Giuseppe (c. 1530-1621). Il medico … Libri tre. In questo 

primo si tratta della nobiltà, et eccellenza dell’astrologia. [Libro secondo. Nel 

quale si tratta di tutte l’infrmità, che dal capo sin’alle piante de’piedi vengono 

– Libro terzo. Nel quale … si tratta della virtù de’sali cauati dalle piante 

medicinali]. Venice: Pietro Farri, 1621.

3 parts, 4º (225 x 159mm). Title to each part with engraved 
historiated border, several woodcuts of distilling apparatus in text. 
(Waterstaining, spotting, occasional marginal soiling, small ink stain 
on title to book two.) Contemporary limp vellum with ties (spine 
worn, some endpapers lacking). Provenance: Joannes Lerius (signature 
on title). 

first edition of Rosaccio’s medical guide, each of the three books 
with titles beautifully enhanced by engraved historiated borders. 
The frst book deals with the infuence of the stars on health, the 
second with illnesses in every part of the body, and the third with the 
distillation of ‘salts’ or restorative medicines from plants. BL/STC 
17th-century Italian Books II, p.794; Houzeau and Lancaster 5886; 
NLM/Krivatsy 9938; Wellcome I, 5565; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ’600 
2024.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0291}
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q293

ROSSELLI, Cosimo (d. 1578). Thesaurus artifciosae memoriae. Edited 
by Damiano Rosselli. Venice: Antonius Padovanius, 1579.

2 parts, 4° (207 x 147mm). Woodcut title device and full-page 
illustrations. (Title with large repair touching on device, a2 with 
marginal tear, some quires heavily browned, worming at lower 
margins throughout, stains to Dd2.) 17th-century vellum, manuscript 
title on spine (slight worming to spine, top edge of rear cover worn). 
Provenance: Richard H. Lawrence (bookplate).

the earliest known representation of a digital sign language 
is found in Rosselli’s posthumously published guide to memory 
techniques and cryptography. Full of illustrative woodcuts, it includes 
a chapter on the cosmography of Dante’s Divine Comedy, and  gives 
coverage to various forms of ‘alphabet’. As well as letterpress lists of 
synonyms for trees, aromatic plants, minerals, snakes, vegetables, 
birds, etc., there are tabular woodcuts of picture alphabets, Hebrew, 
Arabic, and Chaldaic characters, and the 52 fnger positions used in 
sign language; a table of zodiacal signs ends the display of esoteric 
knowledge. Remarkably, the phrenological illustration on p.138 
shows defnite recognition that different parts of the brain perform 
different functions.  FIRST AND ONLY EDITION. Adams R-803; 
Brunet IV, 1402; NLM/Durling 3947; Wellcome I, 5572.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q294

ROSSELLO, Timoteo. Della summa de’ secreti universali in ogni materia. 
Venice: Giovanni Bariletto, 1565.

2 parts in one volume, small 8° (143 x 96). Woodcut printer’s 
device on titles and on verso of fnal leaves of both parts, historiated 
woodcut initials.  (D8, E1-3 with severe large brown stain, residue 
of glue along inner gutter of frst title, light browning and spotting 
throughout, occasional light soiling, upper margin cropped.) 
19th-century calf-backed boards (quite rubbed). Provenance: 
occasional old marginalia – more recent marginalia and underlining 
in red ink. 

Second edition [?] of Rossello’s Secrets of the Universe, in which he 
discusses ‘miracle’ water and unguents and prescribes their use, cures 
for a variety of ailments, including the plague, and other remedies. 
A popular handbook printed in numerous editions, all of which 
are rare. The Wellcome and the National and University Library at 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, list an earlier edition of 1561.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0293}
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ROSSETTI, Donato (1633-1686) – A sammelband containing the following works by Rossetti:
Antignome fsico-matematiche con il nuouo orbe, e sistema terrestre. Livorno: Giovanni Vincenzo Bonfgli, 1667. Title in red and black with arms of 
Leopold de’ Medici, woodcut diagrams and illustrations. (Title frayed, browning to margins of title and preliminaries, E2 with small marginal 
repair.) Riccardi I(ii) 394.1*. 

Dimostrazione fsico-matematica delle sette proposizioni. [Lettera … al signor dottor Carlo Fracassati]. Florence: Insegna della Stella, 1668. 2 parts. Title 
with arms of Cosimo III, woodcuts in text of frst part. Drop-head title to the Lettera, which also contains a letter by Geminiano Montanari. 
Honeyman 2696; Riccardi I(ii) 394.2*.

Insegnamenti fsico-matematici ... dati ad Ottavio Finetti scolare del dott. Geminiano Montanari ... sopra la prostasi. Livorno: Giovanni Vincenzo 
Bonfgli, 1669. Arms of Ferdinand II on title, woodcuts in text. (Q4 and R1 slightly soiled.) Riccardi I(ii) 395.3*.

Composizione e passioni de’ vetri, overo Dimostrazioni fsico-matematiche delle gocciole, e de’ fli del vetro, che rotto in qualsisia parte tutto quanto si stritola. 
Livorno: Giovanni Vincenzo Bonfgli, 1671. Arms of Cosimo III on title, woodcuts in text. (Tear to dedication leaf, some waterstaining, fnal 
leaf browned and repaired at head with loss to running title.) Riccardi I(ii) 395.4*. 

Together 4 works in one volume, 4° (202 x 147mm). Contemporary vellum, speckled edges (full length split between upper cover and spine, 
lacks spine label).

first editions by a theorist of the atom. Rossetti’s teacher, Borelli, presented an elaborate mechanical corpuscular theory of matter in De 

motionibus naturalibus (1667). In Rossetti’s own theory of matter the shape and size of particles was subordinated to the central role of force 
or energy. The Antignome, in which he affrmed that capillary action could be explained by the behaviour of atoms, was his response to 
Montanari’s Pensieri fsico-matematici (Bologna, 1667), a work based on experiment and in which the tendency of atoms to attract or repel each 
other was given no place. The dispute between the two mathematicians over the phenomena of capillary action unfortunately spread to other 
subjects such as the centre of gravity of solids, the validity of the principle of Archimedes, and the behaviour of tempered glass drops.  Further 
tracts published by Montanari as part of the battle with his atomist rival were the Prostasi (Bologna 1669), and Le Speculazioni fsiche (Bologna 
1671). Their irreconcilable differences are said to represent the profound divergence in thought among the second generation of the Galilean 
school (see Dizionario biografco degli Italiani, vol. 75, 2011). 

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0295}
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q296

ROSSETTI, Donato (1633-1686). Cometa. Turin: the widow 
Gianelli and Domenico Paulino, 1681.

Small 8° (187 x 110mm). Half-title, woodcut illustrations and 
diagrams. Contemporary vellum (spine with several repairs, new 
endpapers). 

first edition, rare. No sale recorded on RBH or online ABPC. 
Riccardi I(ii) 395.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q297

ROSSI, Teodosio (c.1565-after 1637). Tabulae 12. ad elevationem poli 

graduum 42. Rome: Aloysius Zannettus, 1593.

4º (193 x 137mm). Woodcut diagram on title repeated on C3 recto, 
one other large and two smaller woodcuts in text, woodcut initials 
and ornaments. (Shoulder notes close cut, fnal quire waterstained.) 
Recently bound in a manuscript leaf from an antiphonal.

a rare first edition. The fame of Teodosio Rossi of Piperno largely 
rests on his much later and more voluminous work on the calendar, 
Horarium universale perpetuum, a 636-page folio published in Rome in 
1637. The present work provides tables of sunrise, sunset, length of 
day and night, etc. for the latitude of 42º. The attestation that there 
is nothing in the book against the correct faith is signed by Rossi’s 
teacher, Christopher Clavius. EDIT16 locates only 6 copies in Italian 
libraries. Three sales recorded by RBH (1977, 1979 and 2004). 
Houzeau and Lancaster 10171 (mis-spelling the date as 1693); not in 
BL/STC or Riccardi. 

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q298

RUBERTI, Battista de. Osseruazioni de astrologia et altre appartenenze, circa della medicina, & mutazione de tempi. Florence: i fgliuoli di Lorenzo 
Torrentino, & Carlo Pettinari Compagno, 1567. 

2 parts, 4° (215 x 150mm). Woodcut architectural title border containing arms of Isabella de’ Medici and inset view of Florence, table of star 
signs on C1r with woodcut border on two sides, 5-line and 12-line opening initials to the two dedications, woodcut of a Roman soldier at end, 
ornamental tailpieces. With the two blanks. (Title browned at margins, A4 repaired at corner, marginal soiling, some spotting.) Modern calf 
(lightly rubbed).

first and only edition, dedicated to Isabella Medici Orsina, duchess of Bracciano. The second part of this rare astrological manual deals with 
the supposed effect of the sun, moon, star and planetary positions on health. WorldCat erroneously lists a 1561 edition. No sale recorded in 
ABPC/RBH.  Houzeau and Lancaster 5876; Riccardi I(ii) 399; not in BL/STC.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q299

RUEFF, Jacob (1500-1558). De conceptu, et generatione hominis: de matrice et eius partibus, nec non de conditione infantis in utero. Frankfurt: Petrus 
Fabricius for Sigismund Feyerabend, 1587. 

Small 4° (188 x 133mm). Title printed in red and black with large woodcut vignette, numerous woodcut illustrations, some full-page. (Lacking 
blank B2, closed tear on p. 26 just touching illustration, light browning, a few spots.) Contemporary limp vellum (recased, lightly soiled); 
modern case.
  
De conceptu et generatione hominis is one of the most popular works on obstetrics of the 16th century. One importance of this work lies in its 
illustrations of reproductive organs, surgical instruments, birth deformities or abnormalities, etc. ‘Of greater interest, however, is the series 
of seven woodcuts illustrating contemporary ideas of mammalian embryology, which provide a unique and valuable insight into how early 
writers envisioned the process of embryonic development’ (Norman 1856, 1554 edition). Adams R868; NLM/Durling 3982; this edition 
not in Wellcome; cf. Garrison and Morton 463 (1554 edition): ‘an improved version of Rösslin’s Der swangern frauwen. Its importance to the 
embryologist lies in Rueff’s illustrations, which show contemporary ideas about mammalian embryology’. 

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q300

RUSCELLI, Girolamo (d.1566). Precetti della militia moderna. Venice: Heirs of Marchio Sessa, 1583.

4° (203 x 138mm). Woodcut device on title, 28 woodcut illustrations and diagrams, woodcut initials, head- and tailpieces. (Scattered spotting, 
minor damp-stain to margin at foot of fore-edge.) Contemporary vellum (pastedowns and covers soiled). Provenance: inscription to front 
pastedown removed.

Third edition of this fully illustrated military treatise on Renaissance warfare, giving particular attention to artillery and explosives, frst 
published in 1568. Riccardi I(ii) 403.2.3.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q301

RUSCONI, Giovanni Antonio (c.1520-c.1587). I dieci libri 

d’architettura …. Secondo i precetti di Vetruuio, nouamente ristampati, 

e accresciuti della Prattica degl’horologi solari. Venice: apresso il 
Nicolini,1660 [colophon: per Francesco Valuasense, 25 May 1660].

2º (285 x 190mm). Title within an elaborate woodcut architectural 
border, 169 woodcut illustrations after and possibly by Rusconi, 
woodcut and typographical ornaments. (Title repaired along inner 
margin, and with several closed tears in border area, leaves slightly 
crease marked, a little marginal soiling.) Italian 19th-century half 
vellum with morocco labels.

Second edition, reprinting the illustrations of the 1590 edition, 
though some blocks are recut. Despite preparing the woodcuts 
Rusconi withdrew his translation of Vitruvius from publication in 
his own lifetime, and the text eventually used was probably no more 
than a rough adaptation. His book’s ‘importance, and its appeal, lie in 
the illustrations, which consist of a combination of recent Vitruvian 
images (as seen in the earlier 16th-century editions) and new designs 
of Rusconi’s invention’ (RIBA). Pages 144-147 of the second 
edition contain an essay on sundials by Bernardino Stramegioli, 
with woodcuts, not included in 1590. Berlin Kat. 2603; BL/STC 
17th-century Italian Books II, p.806; Cicognara 641; Fowler 281; 
Millard/Italian 120; cf. RIBA III, 2880 (1st edition).  

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q302

RUYSCH, Frederik (1638-1731). Opera 

omnia anatomica-medico-chirurgica. Amsterdam: 
apud Janssonio-Waesbergios, 1737 [i.e. 
c.1744].

3 volumes, 4° (264 x 201mm). Additional 
engraved title, engraved portrait of the 
author, general title in red and black with 
woodcut device, 121 engraved plates of 
which 15 folding, 3 engravings in text. 
(Occasional light spotting and browning.) 
Modern vellum (lightly rubbed). 

an extensive collection of the works 
of Dutch botanist and anatomist Frederik 
Ruysch. This set comprises 35 component 
works, abundantly illustrated with fnely 
engraved medical and anatomical curiosities, 
published at Amsterdam from the 1720s 
to the 1740s. Owing to the number of 
bibliographic variants, this lot is sold not 
subject to return. Cf. Wellcome IV, 597 
[E.].                   (3)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q303

SACROBOSCO, Joannes de (c.1190-c.1250). Sphaera mundi.  Venice: Bonetus Locatellus for Octavianus Scotus, 4 October 1490.
 
4° (205 x 149mm). 48 leaves, 41 lines, types: 105 R.; 80 R. Full-page woodcut of Astronomia, Urania and Ptolemy on verso of title, woodcut 
of an armillary sphere on a4v, woodcut illustrations and diagrams, including 7 printed in up to four colours (black, red, brown and yellow), 
publisher’s device in red at end. (Light, mainly marginal thumb-soiling.)  Modern green morocco by Zaehnsdorf (new endpapers), cloth and 
paper slipcase. Provenance: old marginalia (cropped) – ‘U P’ (bookplate on endpaper). 

Fifth collected edition of most influential pre-Copernican work on astronomy published in Europe. The work also contains Regiomontanus’ 
attack on the planetary theory of Gerard of Cremona. ‘The woodcut and the diagrams, some of which are coloured, appear to be from the same 
blocks employed by De Sanctis in his 1488 edition’ (BMC).  HC 14113; BMC V 438; Klebs 874.14; Sander 6664; Goff J-409.

£5,000-8,000 $6,200-9,900
 €5,800-9,200
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q304

SACROBOSCO, Joannes de (1190-c.1250). Sphera volgare novamente tradotta ... Autore M. Mauro forentino. Venice: Bartholomeo Zanetti for 
M. Giouann’ Orthega de Carion, October 1537. 

8º (210 x 155mm). Woodcut arms of Charles V as frontispiece, woodcut title border of the signs of the zodiac, woodcut allegorical portrait 
of Mauro on title verso, Orthega’s woodcut arms at end, approximately 90 woodcuts in text. (Lacks the fnal two leaves called for by Adams, 
frontispiece with corner clipped, M1v and M2r slightly soiled, further light soiling elsewhere.) Recently bound in a 15th-century astrological 
calendar leaf.

first edition of Marco Mauro’s Italian translation which is dedicated to the Spanish mathematian Juan Orthega de Carion and Dino Compagni 
of Florence. The numerous woodcut illustrations include two depictions of the Americas. The allegorical portrait of Mauro shows him 
standing by a globe that depicts South America, wrongly labelled ‘Ametrica’; in the globe on H3r both North and South America are visible 
and correctly labelled ‘America.’ Like the Streeter copy sold in 2007 and like almost all other copies known, this copy lacks the last two leaves 
containing the errata and a volvelle part. Adams H-738; Alden & Landis 537/17; Brunet V, 22; Church 75; Harrisse 219; Mortimer/Harvard 
Italian 452; Riccardi II(i) 137; Sabin 32677; Sander 4441.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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SACROBOSCO, Joannes de (1190-c.1250). Sphaera mundi. Venice: Joannes Baptista Sessa, 3 December 1501.

4º (205 x 141mm). Title in gothic letter above woodcut of Ptolemy enthroned between Astronomia and Urania, 
87 woodcuts in text, woodcut initials, Sessa device on F7v. With fnal blank. (Title woodcut with almost 
invisible crease and small area of abrasion, bottom margin of A2-3 a touch soiled.) Old vellum (recased 
with new endpapers, covers bowed, also lightly soiled and stained).

A page-for-page reprint of the Venice edition by Bonetto Locatelli for Ottaviano Scoto, 1490, from which 
the woodblocks are copied. The block used by Scoto originated in the 1488 Venice edition by Joannes 
Lucilius Santritter and Hieronymus de Sanctis.  Whereas Scoto placed the woodcut of Ptolemy on the title 
verso, Sessa moved it to the title-page. Two other works are printed with Sacrobosco, the Disputationes 

contra cremonensia in planetarum theoricas deliramenta of Joannes Regiomantus, and Georg 
von Peurbach’s Theoricae novae planetarum. These three texts were frst combined in 
Ratdolt’s Venice editions of 1482 and 1485.  Essling 265; Houzeau and Lancaster 1641; 
Mortimer/Harvard Italian Books 451; Sander 6669; Smith, Rara arithmetica 35; not in 
BL/STC.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q306

SACROBOSCO, Joannes de (1190-c.1250). Sfera. Translated and 
edited by Francesco Pifferi (b. 1548?). Siena: Silvestro Marchetti, 
1604. 

4° (215 x 155mm). Woodcut device on title, engraved portrait of 
Pifferi, woodcut diagrams. (Title lightly browned, lower corner 
of title with small repair, some, mainly marginal, waterstaining, 
corner of 2P4 repaired, light spotting.) Remboitage of old vellum, 
manuscript title on spine and fore-edges (a little soiled, new 
endpapers). Provenance: scored inscription (free endpaper).

First edition edited by Pifferi, a monk appointed at the Tuscan court 
for the mathematical education of the Grand Duke’s son Cosimo, 
intended to give an entire overview of the mathematical sciences 
(see his dedicatory letter). ‘Pifferi maintains the original four-
chapter design of Sacrobosco’s treatise, but the number of subjects 
is impressively greater than in the original treatise and very clearly 
resembles Ryff’s tables of the subjects of the mathematical sciences’ 
(Matteo Valleriani, The Structures of Practical Knowledge, p.429).  Not 
in BL/STC.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q307

SANGOMISCHI, Alcandro (pseudonym of Francisco PEREZ, 
1720-1807). Divertimento letterario. Bologna: Stamperi del Longhi, 
1790. 

2 volumes, 8° (185 x 116mm). Woodcut title devices, 11 engraved 
plates of which 4 folding. (Occasional minor spotting and marginal 
staining, a few small tears to margins.) Contemporary mottled calf, 
spines gilt (extremities lightly rubbed, corners slightly bumped, some 
splitting at hinges). Provenance: ‘Biblioth. Dom. Prof. Florent. Schol. 
Piar.’ (18th century Italian University bookplate). 

first edition of this work of experimental physics, an important 
study in the measurement of atmospheric pressure. Palau 219.252.                  (2)

£1,000-2,000 $1,300-2,500
 €1,200-2,300
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q308

[SANTINI, P. François (c.1729-1793), publisher]. Atlas Universel dressé sur les meilleures cartes modernes. Venice: par P. Santini, chez Remondini, 
1784. 

2 volumes, 2° (523 x 382mm). Engraved allegorical title, engraved  index in each volume, and 136 double-page maps after Gilles and Didier 
Robert de Vaugondy, J.B.B. d’Anville, Jacques Bellin, Rigobert Bonne, Jean Denis Janvier, Rizzi-Zannoni and others, hand-coloured in 
outline, several folding. Letterpress index leaf at end of vol. II. (Mainly marginal light staining and soiling, occasional creasing, a few short tears 
and small repairs, folding map of Italy strengthened on verso.) 20th-century tree calf, spines gilt with red morocco labels (extremities rubbed). 

Remondini’s reprint of Santini’s ambitious world atlas. Although its principal sources are the great French mapmakers of the mid 18th century, 
its immediate publishing origins show themselves in the 27 maps of Italy and its regions at the start of volume II. The 1784 map of the Russian 
discoveries on the west coast of America is of particular interest, as is the more extensive double-page map of the new discoveries in the North 
Pacifc. Santini sold the copperplates of his Atlas Universel to Giuseppe Remondini in 1781. NMM III, 277; Nordenskiöld 276; Phillips, Atlases 
647.                   (2)

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000
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q309

SARZOSA, Francisco (d. 1556). In aequatorem planetarum libri duo. 
Paris: Simon Colines, 1526.

2° (310 x 210mm). Title within fgurated criblé border attributed to 
Oronce Finé, 14 astronomical woodcuts in the text of the frst book, 
4 full-page and with extension fap, and 12 additional diagrams in the 
margins. Large criblé initials, most from the Colines set attributed to 
Geoffroy Tory. Letterpress tables. (A little light browning, bottom 
margin of f5 a touch waterstained, some shoulder notes in quires 
f-g slightly cropped.) 19th-century panelled calf (rubbed, front 
cover detached). Provenance: Dyson Perrins (bookplate) – Robert 
Honeyman (bookplate; The Honeyman Collection, part VI, 
Sotheby’s London, 10-11 November 1980, lot 2751).

first edition of this admirable example of French Renaissance 
bookmaking (the reputed Venice edition of 1525 appears to be a 
ghost).The fne title border was put to use in other scientifc works 
by Colines such as the Arithmetica of Martinez Siliceo, also published 
in 1526. The female fgures to one side represent Astronomy, Music, 
Geometry and Arithmetic, their respective exponents, Ptolemy, 
Orpheus, Euclid and Algorismus (al-Khowarazmi) appear on the 
other; the arms of France and of the Dauphin are seen above and 
below. This is the only printed work by the Spaniard Francisco 
Sarzosa. According to Picatoste y Rodriguez, he was a renowned 
mathematician and astronomer whose calculations were used by 
Tycho Brahe. No copy in BnF. BL/STC French Books p.395; 
Houzeau and Lancaster 4782; Mortimer/Harvard French 482; 
Picatoste y Rodriguez, Biblioteca científca espa–ola del siglo XVI 752; 
Palau 302699; Renouard, Colines p. 91; not in Schreiber.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q310

SAVONAROLA, Giovanni Michele (1384-1462). Practica canonica 

de febribus … Item de pulsibus. Urinis. Egestionibus. Vermibus. Balneis 

omnibus Italiae. Edited by Cesare Ottato. Venice: Vincenzo Valgrisi, 
1561.

2º (313 x 209mm). Double column. Valgrisi device on title and 
fnal verso, woodcut initials. (Title with a few stains and marginal 
repairs on verso, further repairs to margins of frst quire and a few 
other leaves, persistent waterstaining, S2 and S5 heavily browned, 
Y6- Z1 with dark spots, fnal leaf soiled and repaired.) Later quarter 
vellum and cartone alla rustica, manuscript title on spine, coloured 
edges (covers lightly soiled, surface cracks in spine). Provenance: Bibl. 
Gustavo Camillo Galletti, Florence (stamp on title – earlier shelf 
label).

This collection of Savonarola’s works originally appeared in Venice 
in 1498. Grandfather of Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498), the 
author was a prestigious fgure in his own right, studying medicine at 
the University of Padua where he became professor. He subsequently 
moved to Ferrara as court physician to the Estense court in 1440. 
His many medical writings were based on the authority of Avicenna, 
Aristotle, Galen, and Hippocrates but also took into account the 
growth of contemporary knowledge; the importance of experience 
and frst hand observation is strongly emphasised. NLM/Durling 
4086.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

q311

SCALETTA, Carlo Cesare (f. c. 1700). Scuola mecanico-speculativo-

pratica in cui si esamina la proporzione, che ha la potenza alla resistenza del 

corpo grave ... Edizione prima Veneta corredata di molti, e differenti rami. 

Venice: Antonio Mora, 1745.

2° (317 x 220mm). Engraved frontispiece and 12 plates by Giuseppe 
Moretti after the author, title in red and black with woodcut 
device. (Half-title with worming in blank area, one small hole in 
frontispiece, waterstain affecting title, some plates and some text 
leaves, most pronounced in fnal quires.) Contemporary Italian 
patterned paper over limp pasteboard, paper spine labels (rubbing 
and chipping to spine, block split between frst and second quire). 
Provenance: Marchesi Obizzi, Castello del Catajo (engraved arms; 
another bookplate removed from front endpaper).

uncut copy of the second edition, the frst appearing at Bologna in 
1711. Scaletta’s work discusses the resistance of solid bodies and how 
it affects the operation of machines or mechanisms, whether in civil 
or military use. Riccardi considers it valuable ‘per la moltiplicità delle 
cognizioni di meccanica practica che vi si trovano riportate.’ Bib. 

Mechanica p.260 (1st edition); Riccardi I(ii) 427.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q312

SCALIGER, Joseph Justus (1540-1609). Cyclometrica elementa duo [Mesolabium; Appendix ad Cyclometrica sua]. Leyden: Franciscus Raphelengius at 
the Plantin Press, 1594.

3 parts, 4º (290 x 194mm). Text in Latin with some Greek. First two parts printed in red and black. Title to each part with woodcut Plantin 
device. Woodcut diagrams. Errata on p. 20 of appendix. (First title with old repair at foot, light browning and a little spotting, offsetting from 
diagrams.) Contemporary limp vellum, front cover lettered in black: ‘I M A M/1595,’ also with armorial shelf label at corner, red and black 
sprinkled edges (front cover warped, ties lacking, rear endpapers browned). Provenance: IMAM (initials on binding) – Sainteaume (two early 
19th-century signatures on title).

first edition. A fundamentally fawed though beautifully produced book by the great classicist who was unaware that, as a mathematician, his 
abilities were not the same. Adams S-560; Honeyman 2771; Wellcome I, 5805. 

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q313

SCALIGER, Julius Caesar (1484-1558). Exotericarum exercitationum 

liber quintus decimus. Paris: Michael Vascosan, July 1557.

4° (255 x 160mm). Woodcut diagrams, with the fnal blank. (Some 
browning and spotting throughout, occasional light marginal 
waterstaining.) Contemporary vellum (soiled, new endpapers). 
Provenance: Antoine ?Merine… (inscription on title) – erased stamp 
(on title) – several manuscript annotations in different hands. 

first edition of this ‘spirited critique of Cardano’s De subtilitate libri 

XXI. The full title of the ‘Exotericarum exercitationum’ implies that 
the critique is merely the ffteenth book of Scaliger’s philosophical 
exercises (the frst fourteen remained unpublished). Following its 
target, the work ranges over the whole of natural philosophy’ (DSB). 
Adams S-579; Caillet 9947; Duveen 342; Ferguson II, 324.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q314

SCAMOZZI, Ottavio Bertotti (1719-1790). Il forestiere istruito delle cose più rare di architettura, e di alcune pitture della città di Vicenza dialogo. 
Vicenza: Giovambattista Vendramini Mosca, 1761.

4° (237 x 175mm). Engraved frontispiece portrait of the dedicatee, Mario Capra, title vignette, 36 etched and engraved plates by Cristoforo 
dall’Acqua after the author, the majority folding. (Some plates reinforced along inner margin, several with minor tears or light marks at margins, 
last few with small wormhole in upper margin, marginal soiling to text, inner margin of A4 repaired, C3 with marginal tear.) Contemporary 
vellum with morocco label, red and green speckled edges (label chipped).

first edition of this excellent architectural guide to Vicenza, arranged as a dialogue over a two-day visit, with the main object of describing 
Palladio’s buildings. A later edition was printed anonymously in 1780, but with direct description replacing the dialogue form. Fowler 43; 
Millard/Italian 19; RIBA 262; not in Cicognara.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q315

SCANELLI, Cesare. Lettere cosmologiche che spiegano 

tutto il trattato del cielo scritte e dedicate a sua eccellenza f. 

Alvise Pisani. Venice: Lorenzo Baseggio, 1777-1783.

5 volumes, 8° (197 x 141mm). 10 folding engraved 
plates. Contemporary red marbled paper over limp 
boards, contemporary and modern manuscript 
labels, uncut (some rubbing and abrasion).

first edition, uncut copy. The Critical Review 
(London, 1778, vol. 45, p.391) described volume 
I as ‘Cosmological Letters … addressed to a 
Nobleman; and written in an easy, sprightly and 
sometimes fanciful style.’ Yet it expressed surprise 
that ‘Signor Scanelli still considers the Copernican 
system as a mere hypothesis like Tycho Brahe’s ….’  
In Riccardi’s view the 100 letters in the complete 
publication constituted an extensive treatise, of 
great beneft to the history of science. Houzeau and 
Lancaster 8056; Riccardi I(ii) 430.                    (5)

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q316

SCARLATTINI, Ottavio (1623-1699). L’Huomo et sue parti fgurato, e 

simbolico. Bologna: Giacomo Monti, 1683. 

2 parts in one volume, 2° (315 x 205mm). Engraved frontispiece, 
title in red and black, full page engraved portrait of the author, 41 
engraved vignettes in the text. (First 4 leaves remargined, occasional 
open and repaired tears, some browning.) Contemporary goatskin 
(rubbed at extremities). Provenance: ‘Ad Usum Fr: Peregrinis Antonij 
di Orlandis Ord[o] Carm’ (inscription to frontispiece).

rare first edition of this handsomely illustrated work on mysticism 
and man’s relationship to the occult. cf. Caillet 9948 (listing only the 
frst Latin edition, 1695).

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q317

[SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650)]. Tres epistolæ de maculis solaribus scriptae ad Marcum Velserum … Cum obseruationum iconismis. Augsburg: ad 
insigne pinus, 5 January 1612.

4° (190 x 142mm). Pine tree device on title, folding engraved plate by Alexander Mair, one full-page engraving in text.  Correction slip signed 
Apelles between quires A and B. (Plate with old repair to verso, 55mm. tear along one fold, and several other marginal tears, title lightly stained 
and with nicks to foremargin, verso with small repair at upper margin, fnal blank lacking.) Old vellum, later manuscript title on spine (recased, 
new endpapers, covers bowed, cockling to endpapers). Provenance: erased shelf marks and small indistinct ownership stamp on title.

the discovery of sunspots. Having been appointed professor of Hebrew and mathematics at Ingolstadt the previous year, Scheiner constructed 
his own telescope and with it detected the remarkable phenomenon of spots on the sun in March 1611. He believed that the spots were small 
planets circling the sun but, as a Jesuit, he was unable to publish this overwhelming evidence in support of Copernicanism under his own 
name; instead he communicated the discovery to his friend Marcus Welser (1558-1614) in Augsburg. This was Scheiner’s frst series of letters 
to Welser, who printed them the year following, and sent copies abroad to Galileo and Kepler among others (see DSB XII, p.151). They 
occasioned Galileo’s Istoria e dimostrazioni intorno alle machie solari e loro accidenti (Rome, 1613) in the form of three letters to Welser, arguing  
that the spots were actually on the rotating sun and not tiny satellites of it; in the domestic issue, Scheiner’s letters were even printed at the 
conclusion of Gaileo’s work under his pseudonym of Apelles. Despite the differences in interpretation, enlivened by the dispute over priority, 
the same telescopic evidence had persuaded both astronomers of the correctness of the Copernican system. VERY RARE. VD17 only locates 
three copies at Munich, Wolfenbüttel and Leipzig. RBH records only one sale in 1976. BL/STC 17th-century German Books S-592; Carli and 
Favaro p.11; Cinti 39; not in Honeyman or Norman.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q318

[SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650)]. De maculis solarib[us]. Et stellis circa Iovem errantibus, accuratior disquisitio, ad Marcum Velserum … perscripta. 
Augsburg: ad insigne pinus, 1612.

4º (190 x 135mm). Woodcut device of a pine on title, 12 engraved illustrations, one full-page. Modern wrappers. Provenance: contemporary 
marginalia (some notes saved from cropping by being folded over, B3-4 with uncut foremargin preserving notes) — erased inscription at foot of 
title.

the discovery of sunspots. Scheiner became professor of Hebrew and mathematics at Ingolstadt in 1610. After constructing a telescope, 
he detected spots on the sun in March 1611 which he believed to be planets. As a Jesuit, he was unable to publish his fndings himself, so he 
communicated the discovery to his friend Marc Welser in Augsburg. In 1612 Welser had Scheiner’s letters printed in two series, one under the 
title Tres epistolae de maculis solaribus (see lot 320), the other the present work which discusses ‘the individual motion of the spots, their period 
of revolution, and the appearance of brighter patches or faculae on the surface of the sun. Having observed the lower conjunction of Venus 
with the sun, Scheiner concluded that Venus and Mercury revolve round the sun’. Although Galileo accused Scheiner of plagiarism (see DSB 
XII, p.151), the telescopic evidence which they had in fact discovered independently made both astronomers equally convinced of the truth of 
Copernicanism. Their differences in interpretation were far less important than their shared conclusion. Wesler, who had ensured Galileo knew 
of Scheiner’s discoveries, was one of the founders of the private press known by its device ‘At the sign of the Pine-Tree’, active in Augsburg 
from 1594 to 1619. VD17 locates copies of this second series only at Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek and Wolfenbüttel, Herzog-August-
Bibliothek. BL/STC 17th-century German Books S593; Carli and Favaro 54; Cinti 40; Gingerich, Rara Astronomica 31; not in Honeyman or 
Norman. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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q320

SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650). Sol elliptic: hoc est novum & 

perpetuumsolis contra hi soliti phaenomenon, quodnoviter inventum strenae 

loco. Augsburg: Christoph Mang, 1615. 

Small 4° (202 x 152mm). Solar emblem on title, eleven woodcut 
diagrams, four illustrating sunspots, errata at end. (A few light spots.) 
Modern boards. Provenance:  Marcel Destombes (1905-1983, French 
researcher and author, bookplate).  

first edition, rare. Scheiner discusses the elliptical form of the sun 
near the horizon, explaining its form as the effect of refraction. Cinti 
53.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q319

SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650).  Rosa Ursina sive Sol ex 

admirando facularum & macularum suarum phoenomeno varius. Bracciano: 
Andreas Phaeus at the Ducal Press, 1626-1630.

2° (347 x 248mm). Half-title with engraved portrait and dedication 
to Paolo Giordano Orsini, Duke of Bracciano on verso, additional 
engraved title, printed title with large engraved vignette, numerous 
engraved illustrations, most full-page, woodcut head- and tailpieces 
and initials, with the blank 4I6, errata at end. (Half-title and engraved 
title tipped onto front endpaper, lacking the blanks F4 & R6, light 
worming in lower margin of 3I5-3M5, some browning and spotting, 
stronger at beginning and end, occasional soiling.) 20th-century old 
style calf (extremities lightly rubbed). 

the discovery of sunspots. first edition. Scheiner frst 
observed sunspots in March 1611 and had his discovery published 
pseudonymously the following year. This sparked a confict with 
Galileo, who claimed priority of discovery when, in fact, their 
observations were made independently. The Rosa Ursina is Scheiner’s 
major work expanding upon his researches into sunspots. In it he 
confrms his method and criticises Galileo for incorrectly calculating 
the inclination of the axis of rotation of the sunspots to the plane of 
the ecliptic. The fne engravings depict Scheiner’s observations, his 
important moon map, the frst equatorially mounted telescope called 
a helioscope, and other instruments. The edition was printed at the 
private press established by Paolo Jordano Orsini, Duke of Bracciano, 
and a patron of astronomy, at his castle. The title, Rosa Ursina, is a 
play on Orsini’s name, and bears are frequently incorporated into the 
book’s decorative motifs. Cinti 79; Honeyman 2781.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q321

SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650). Refractiones coelestes sive solis 

elliptici phaenomenon illustratum. Ingolstadt: Ederiana for Elisabeth 
Angermaier, 1617. 

Small 4° (198 x 141mm). Solar emblem on title, numerous woodcut 
diagrams and illustrations, table of observations on I2r. (Title with 
margin clipped and repaired.) Modern old-style calf. Provenance: 
removed stamp on fnal leaf.  

first edition. In this work, as in Sol elliptic, Scheiner calls attention to 
the elliptical form of the sun near the horizon. Brunet VI, 486; Cinti 
59; Honeyman 2779; Zinner 4605.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q322

SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650). Oculus hoc est: fundamentum 

opticum. London: J. Flesher, Cambridge: William Morden, 1652.

Small 4° (200 x 160mm). Woodcut diagrams, head- and tailpieces, 
with the frst blank. (Lightly spotted, a few margins lightly 
waterstained.) Old vellum, manuscript title on spine (lightly soiled). 
Provenance: ‘Domus Professe Venete Soc. Jesu. B.C.’ (inscription on 
blank) – unidentifed bookplate (pastedown).

First published in Innsbruck in 1619, this was an important work on 
the anatomy of the eye.  Together with a variant of the same year, it 
is the only one of Scheiner’s works to be printed in England. Wing 
S-858; cf. Garrison and Morton 1480.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q323

SCHEINER, Christoph (1573-1650). Prattica del parallelogrammo da 

disegnare. Bologna: Giacomo Monti, 1653. 

4° (178 x 134mm). 24pp. Engraved vignette of the arms of the 
dedicatee Ercole Mariscotti on title, 2 folding engraved plates, one 
woodcut diagram. Modern boards. 

Reduced version of the Latin edition published under title 
Pantographice (Rome, 1631), edited by Giulio Troili. There is a 
stamped correction on page 3, line 8.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q324

SCHENK VON GRAFENBURG, Johann Georg (d. 1620). 
Monstrorum historia memorabilis ... Accessit analogicum argumentum de 

monstris brutis.  Frankfurt: Matthias Becker for the widow and sons of 
Theodor de Bry, 1609.

4º (198 x 146mm). Engraved devices on title, engraved illustrations 
by Theodore de Bry (1528-1598) numbered to 98, one with overlay. 
With the blank fourth leaf. (Some soiling and staining, fnal leaf with 
tear in blank area.) 19th-century French roan-backed mottled boards.

rare appearance of one of the earliest works on teratology.  The 
author, the son of Johannes Schenk von Grafenberg (1530-1598), 
another medical writer, was physician to the Count of Hanau-
Lichtenberg, practising in Hagenau (Alsatia). His book is divided into 
two sections, the frst on human, the second on animal abnormalities. 
Most examples are from the 16th century, and for each the date and 
place of birth are given with relevant medical details. The book is 
hardly known at auction. RBH records one sale in 1982. Krivatsy 
10405; Waller 8595; Wellcome I, 5832.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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q325

SCHEUCHZER, Johann Jakob (1672-1733). Physica sacra. Augsburg 
and Ulm: 1731-1735.
 
4 volumes, 2° (385 x 235mm). Engraved frontispiece, 756 engraved 
plates after Fussli, 4 of which folding, one partly coloured by a 
contemporary hand. (Lacking the portraits and plates 1 and 38, some 
occasional spotting and browning, heaviest to text leaves in vol. IV.) 
Later vellum, gilt tooling to spines (lightly rubbed to extremities). 

first edition in latin of this superbly illustrated work, published 
simultaneously alongside German, French, and Dutch versions. 
Physica sacra, known in German as the Kupfer-Bibel (‘Copper Bible’) 
due to its impressive range of engravings, is a fascinating study of 
natural theology – an attempt to reconcile religion with scientifc 
processes. An important work that questions the scientifc veracity 
of biblical stories and anticipates Darwin in its understanding of the 
history of fossils. Brunet V, 198; Nissen ZBI 3660; Steiger 127, 132, 
140, 151.                   (4)

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q326

SCH…NER, Johann (1477-1547).  Appendices … in opusculum globi astriseri nuper ab eodem aeditum. 
Antwerp: Merten de Keyser for Roland Bollard, 1527.
 
Small 8° (153 x 92mm). Full-page woodcut of a celestial globe labelled ‘Typus globi astriferi’, 
numerous woodcut initials, printer’s device on fnal verso. (Light spotting and very light browning.) 
Modern red morocco. 

a rare geographical tract, frst published in 1518. It contains an illustration of Schöner’s celestial 
globe, and may have been printed as an appendix to the author’s Luculentissima, 1515, or possibly 
to his Solidi et sphaerici, 1517. The celestial globe was probably constructed, but no example has 
survived. ‘Among the globe makers of the early sixteenth century none merits greater distinction 
than Johann Schöner of Nuremberg, mathematician, astronomer, and geographer. He was born in 
Carlstadt, Franconia, held a church offce for some years in Bamberg, and in the year 1526, upon 
the advice of Melanchthon, became professor of mathematics in the gymnasium of Nuremberg ... 
His activities as a globe maker began as early as the second decade of the century, and his infuence 
soon became very pronounced’ (E. L. Stevenson, Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, I, 82ff.). cf. Sabin 
77798.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q327

SCH…NER, Andreas (1528-1590). Gnomonice. Hoc est: de descriptionibus horologiorum sciotericorum omnis generis. Nuremberg: Johannes Montanus 
and Ulrich Neuber, 1562. 

2° (318 x 202mm). Title printed in red and black, elaborate woodcut headpiece above title, 3 woodcut plates, one double-page and 2 folding, 
numerous diagrams, printer’s device on verso of last leaf. (Some leaves with light marginal waterstaining, ink stain on F5.) Modern vellum, 
slipcase. Provenance: ‘Bibliothecae Windhagianae Catalogo inscriptus 1667’ (inscription on title) – partly erased library stamp (at foot of title). 

first edition of this well illustrated work concerning the construction of sundials and astrolabes. Adams S-677; Honeyman 2800; Houzeau and 
Lancaster 11370.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0327}
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q328

SCHOTT, Gaspar (1608-1666). Technica curiosa, sive mirabilia artis, libris XII comprehensa. [Nuremberg]: Jobus Hertz for Wolfgang Moritz 
Endter, 1687. 

Small 4° (203 x 157mm). Half title, additional engraved title, printed title in red and black, full-page engraved portrait on verso, and 59 plates, 
some folding. (A few marginal repairs, occasionally affecting text, a few light spots.) Contemporary calf (front joints split but cords frmly 
holding, some repairs at head and foot of spine, rubbed). Provenance: ‘Bibl. Sem. Engol.’ (stamp on half-title and printed title). 

Second edition, frst published in 1664.  The work includes ‘much useful knowledge, descriptions of scientifc instruments and mechanical 
technology. The frst two sections of Technica curiosa are devoted to the aerostatic researches of Guericke and Boyle, and the treatise “Mirabilia 
chronometrica” gives the frst description of a universal joint and a classifcation of gear teeth’. Cf. Berlin Katalog 1780; Duveen 537; Norman 
1911; Waller 20243.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0328}
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q329

SCHOTT, Gaspar (1608-1666). Physica curiosa. Würzburg: sumptibus Johannis Andrae Endteri et Wolfgangi, 1662.

2 parts in one volume, 4° (206 x 164mm). Engraved frontispiece, title in red and black, half-title, 56 engraved plates of which 3 folding. (Some 
light spotting and browning, occasional faint dampstaining). Contemporary blind-tooled pigskin, original clasps (lightly rubbed at extremities, 
pastedowns detached from boards). Provenance: ‘Bibliotheca Ducumburgensis’ (17th century inscription on title).

An encyclopaedia of the natural sciences, this voluminous works collects and illustrates numerous human and animal curiosities, including 
depictions of conjoined and deformed humans and anthropomorphic monsters. Caillet III, 10004: Nissen ZBI 3746.

£800-1,000 $1,000-1,200
 €920-1,200

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0329}


247

q330

SCHRECKENFUCHS, Erasmus Oswald (1511-1579). Commentaria 

in novas theoricas planetarum Georgii Purbachii. Basel: Henricus Petri, 
1556. Large woodcut title vignette, numerous woodcuts in text, 3 
large folding tables. Extra illustrated with 8 woodcut diagrams. 
[Bound with:] 

SCULTETUS, Batholomeo (1540-1614). Gnomonice de solariis. 
Gorlitz: Matthiae Menii Dantiscani, 1572. Title in red and black, 
woodcut portrait of the author on title verso, numerous woodcuts in 
the text.

2 works in one volume, 2° (310 x 200mm).  (Some minor 
dampstaining to top margins, occasional spotting.) Contemporary 
blind-tooled pigskin, paper spine labels (lacking clasps, dampstain to 
lower cover, endpapers renewed). Provenance: indistinct stamp on title 
verso. 

rare first editions of two works on astronomy and sundials. 
Schreckenfuchs was an Austrian astronomer, humanist, and student 
of Sebastian Munster. This commentary on the work of Georg 
von Peuerbach is believed to be the frst to contain a series of 
three-dimensional astronomical diagrams. Scultetus was a German 
astronomer and cartographer. Adams S-730; Houzeau and Lancaster 
2572 & 11376.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

q331

SCHÜBLER, Johann Jacob. Recreations perspectives et essais des 

nouveaus cabinets des berceaus, cages, ou volieres artifcieles, et attiques 

des jardinages … Perspectivische Belustigung und neue Versuche von 

Kleinen Lust-Hausern, wie auch allerhand Kunstlichen Vogel-Bauern samt 

unterschiedlichen Aufsatzen und Garten-Werck.  Nuremberg:  Johann 
Christoph Weigels, 1732.

2° (327 x 201mm). Letterpess title and 18 engraved plates by 
Schübler. (Minor spots and stains.) Contemporary red half roan 
(rubbed and stained). Provenance: Mathesis Scientiarum Genitrix, 
Leiden (label on front cover).

first edition of an uncommon work by the Nuremberg 
mathematician and architectural theorist, J.J. Schübler, presenting 
stunning forms of garden architecture whose different elements – 
archway, fountain, sundial, clock, glockenspiel, bird cage, and topiary 
– are often fantastically combined. Wimmer/Lauterbach S-254; cf. 
Thieme/Becker XXX, 309.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0330}
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q332

SCILLA, Agostino (1629-1700). La vana speculazione disingannata dal senso. Lettera risponsiva circa i corpi marini, che petrefcati si trovano in varii luoghi 

terrestri. Naples: Andrea Colicchia, 1670. 

4° (210 x 150mm). Engraved title and 29 engraved plates, probably by the author. (Frontispiece with light stain, old repair to lower margin, 
and slight tears to engraved area at inner margin, plates 1-2 with a small stain, plates 26-27 browned, small hole to margin of I1, lower margin 
of L2r soiled.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title along spine, later longitudinal label with case mark superimposed. Provenance: Ex libris 
Hieronymi Tuschi, Archidiaconi Regiensis (stamp to verso of frontispiece) – Giannalisa Feltrinelli (bookplate; The Feltrinelli Library, part VI, 
Christie’s London, 2 June 1998, lot 1504).  

first edition. Besides being an artist known for his church frescos, Agostino Scilla was a pioneer in the study of fossils. His searches for them in 
Sicily and Malta led to the publication of this work which affrmed that they were not the product of fable but the remains of living creatures 
trapped in mud or soil that later turned into rock. Shells, coral and ‘pesce-vaca’ are the subject of particularly interesting descriptions. The 
supposedly magical objects called ‘glossopetrae’ or ‘tongue stones’ are correctly identifed as sharks’ teeth. BL 17th-Century Italian II, p. 837; 
Cicognara 3338; Nissen ZBI 3780; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ’600 1762.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0332}
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q333

SELVA, Lorenzo (1716-1800). Esposizione delle comuni, e nuove spezie di cannocchiali, telescopj, microscopj, ed altri istrumenti diottrici, catottrici, e 

catodiottrici perfezionati ed inventati da Domenico Selva. Venice: Giambatista Pasquali, 1761.

8° (181 x 117mm). Title device, 2 folding engraved plates, frst and fnal blank. (Some marginal spotting.) Contemporary cartone alla rustica, 
uncut (light stains). Provenance: M.F. Michiarce (bookplate on title verso).

first edition dedicated to Francesco Algarotti (1712-1764) and commemorating the achievements of Domenico Selva, the author’s father, who 
had an optical workshop near Piazza San Marco, Venice, producing lenses, telescopes, and microscopes. Riccardi I(ii) 435; Wellcome V, p.85.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0333}


q334

SEUTTER, Matthias (1678-1757, publisher). Atlas Minor praecipua Orbis terrarium Imperia, Regna et Provincias Germania. Augsburg: [c. 1750]. 

Oblong 4° (215 x 315mm). Allegorical frontispiece engraved by Grophinus after Weyermann, 64 maps after A.C. Seutter engraved by 
J.C. Lotter, A. Silbereisen, and A.C. Seuttter, all in contemporary hand colour, woodcut tailpiece. Extra illustrated with 3 maps of Genoa, 
Calenberg, and Pomerania, not listed in the index. (Light soiling to some margins, pencil marks to margins of Asia map and verso of Italy, small 
tear to margin of Hungary.) Contemporary blind-stamped leather (slightly worn at extremities).

a fine hand-coloured  copy of this Seutter atlas. Nordenskiöld 283.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0334}
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q335

SIBYLLA, Bartholomaeus (f. end of 15th century). Speculum peregrinarum quaestionum. Rome: Eucharius Silber, 27 August 1493.

Chancery 4° (209 x 148mm). Collation: [18 24 3-48 510(-5/5) 6-368 3710] (1/1r title, verso blank, Ωr index, 2/4v blank, 3/1r text, 37/10r 
register, verso blank). 295 leaves (of 296, without 5/5, blank but for ‘Hic nichil defcit’).  Type 4:109R. 28 lines and headline, register in 3 
columns. Opening initial in blue, other spaces left blank. Roman type. (Short marginal wormtrack in 12 leaves, outer corners of frst few leaves 
strengthened, occasional spotting or faint dampstain, frst and last quires lightly washed.) 20th-century vellum, gilt spine. Provenance: a few early 
annotations. 

first edition. In considering good and evil, fate and human will, Sibylla discusses the role of the medical doctor and astrologer; the effect of 
the stars on the body; herbs, charms and written words as symbols, and much else; he also calls into question prophecies by Saints Catherine 
and Bridget, since they may have resulted from excitable minds. Among the authors he cites as his sources are Hermes Trismegistus, Apuleius, 
Ptolomy, Seneca and Aulus Gellius. In his prefatory dedication to Alfonso of Aragon, Sibyllla makes particular reference to the magnifcent 
library of Alfonso’s father, Ferdinand. no copy offered at auction since 1929. HCR 14718; BMC IV 115; GW 3459; BSB-Ink S-374; Klebs 
917.1; Goff S-491.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q336

SIMI, Niccolò (ca. 1530-1564). Theoricae planetarum. Basel: Johann Oporinus, February 1555. 

8° (160 x 94mm). Numerous woodcut diagrams. (A few light spots or small stains, a few tiny marginal wormholes, part of lower margin of p.91 
excised.) Modern vellum, old vellum partially laid down on spine and sides. 

Second edition, frst published in Venice in 1551. Simi, an Italian mathematician and astronomer, taught arithmetic and astronomy in Bologna. 
Houzeau and Lancaster 2553: ‘rare’; Riccardi II, 458. 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q337

SIRIGATTI, Francesco.  De ortu et occasu signorum libri II. Naples: Johann Sultzbach, August 1531. 

Small 4° (203 x 153mm). Good wide margins, with fnal blank.  (Light waterstaining throughout, lower margin browned.) Modern drab 
boards, manuscript title on spine. 

very rare first edition and sirigatti’s only astronomical treatise, dedicated by the Florentine astronomer to Leo X, the Medici pope 
famous for his interest in astrology.  It lists the stars according to their rise or dissappearance from the sky during the months of the year, and 
remarks on their astrological signifcance. No auction sale of the frst edition recorded on RBH since 1980 (a defective copy).  Houzeau and 
Lancaster 2441: ‘fort rare’; Riccardi I(ii) 459.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0335}
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q338

SIRTORI, Girolamo. Telescopium: sive Ars perfciendi novum illud Galilaei visorium instrumentum ad sydera in tres partes divisa. Frankfurt: Paul Jacobi 
for Luca Jennis, 1618. 

4° (188 x 144mm). Device on title, one folding woodcut plate only (of 2), woodcut diagrams. (Scattered worming affecting plate and last two 
leaves, lacks the other plate.) Contemporary vellum with manuscript title on spine (head and foot of spine a little worn, corners bumped, front 
free endpaper detached). Provenance: presentation copy from the author to Tommaso Mingoni, physician (‘Protomedico’) of the Holy Roman 
Emperor [Matthias (1557-1619)] and the Elector Palatine [Friedrich V (1596-1632)] (inscription on title) – Jesuits at Vienna, 1662 (pencil 
inscription on slip pasted onto upper margin of title) – manuscript corrections in a 17th-century hand – Robert B. and Marian S. Honeyman 
(bookplate; in the Honeyman Collection, part VII, Sotheby’s London, 19 May 1981, lot 2854).

first edition, presentation copy of the frst monograph to describe the manufacture of telescopes. Written by the Milanese scholar Girolamo 
Sirtori in 1612, only four years after the telescope was invented, it contained a complete set of instructions and diagrams for building a 
refracting telescope, and gave the frst detailed account of Galileo’s telescope in the second part. Brunet and Riccardi both cite copies with notes 
in Galileo’s hand. RARE. VD17 gives only 5 locations. Brunet V, 403; Carli and Favaro 75; Honeyman 121; Riccardi I(ii) 461; Zinner 4681 & 
Instr. 536; not in Cinti or Houzeau and Lancaster.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0338}
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q339

SIZZI, Francesco. Dianoia [in Greek] astronomica, optica, physica. 

Venice: Pietro Maria Bertano, 1611.
 
Small  4° (198 x 149mm). Printer’s device on title, one woodcut 
diagram, three large woodcut initials. (A few light spots.) Modern 
vellum. Provenance: removed stamp (on [A2r]). 

first edition of this attempted refutation of Galileo’s frst telescopic 
discoveries.  When Galileo announced his discovery of Jupiter’s 
four big moons, Sizzi argued that this was incompatible with Holy 
Scripture. Cinti 32; Riccardi, I(ii) 461-2.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q340

S[MITH], J[ohn] (f. 1673-1694). Horological Dialogues … shewing the 

nature, use and right managing of clocks and watches. London: Jonathan 
Edwin, 1675.

12º (140 x 81mm). Two hand-coloured woodcut headpieces. 
(Sectional title on H2r with bottom line border cropped away, G2 
and a few other leaves close shaved at margin.) Later 18th-century 
half calf with green morocco label (a little rubbed and chipped).

first and only edition of ‘the earliest book dealing with clocks and 
watches to be published in England’ (Bromley). The appendix by 
William Oughtred, ‘wherein is contained a method of calculating all 
numbers for watches,’ has a separate title-page on H2r. Smith also 
wrote the Horological Disquisitions concerning the true nature of time, and 

the reasons why all days … are not alike twenty-four hours long (London, 
1694). Bromley, Clockmaker’s Catalogue 788; Honeyman 2860; Wing 
S-4105.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0339}
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q341

SNEL, Willebrord (1580-1626). Eratosthenes batavus, de terrae ambitus vera quantitate. Leiden: George Abrahamsz van Maarssen for Jodocus 
Colster, 1617.

4° (183 x 129 mm). Full-page engraving showing the triangulation of Holland on p.168, numerous woodcut diagrams in text, large ornamental 
initials. (Title and fnal leaf skilfully repaired along inner gutter, title also with a small closed hole just touching one letter, lower outer corner 
of title, Cc3-Dd4 and Gg1-Kk4 with closed wormhole/wormtrack, occasionally touching text.) Contemporary vellum (spine repaired at head 
and tail, vellum partly split along top front joint, soiled and rubbed). 

first edition of snel’s fundamental work in the science of geodesy. In this work Snel laid down the principles of a new method for 
determining the length of the arc of the meridian by triangulation. ‘In 1615 he became deeply involved in the determination of the length 
of the meridian, selecting for this work the method of triangulation, frst proposed by Gemma Frisius in 1533 and also used by Tycho. Snel 
developed it to such an extent that he may rightfully be called the father of triangulation. Starting with his house ... he used the spires of town 
churches as points of reference. Thus, through a net of triangles, he computed the distance from Alkmaar to Bergen-op-Zoom (around 130 
kilometers). The two towns lie on approximately the same meridian. Snel used the distance from Leiden to Zoeterwoude (about 5 kilometers) 
as a baseline. His instruments were made by Blaeu’ (DSB). From the mean of these two measurements Snel calculated the length of a degree 
to be 352,347 feet, a more accurate reckoning than any previous attempt. Snel also solved the so-called recession problem for three points, 
and the problem is often named after him. The title of this work is a tribute to the Greek mathematician Eratosthenes, who was famous for his 
measurement of the circumference of the earth. Honeyman 2864; Norman 1963.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0341}
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q342

SOLDI, Mauro (d.1798). Descrizione degl’instrumenti, delle macchine, 

e delle suppellettili raccolte ad uso chirurgico e medico dal P. don Ippolito 

Rondinelli ferrarese, monaco casinese in S. Vitale di Ravenna. Faenza: Archi 
Impress. Camerale, 1766.

4° (292 x 204mm). Large folding engraved frontispiece after P. 
Martinetti, engraved title device after Olimpius Savoja, 71 (of 72) 
folding etched plates, the majority signed by Giovanni Lindemain. 
(Lacks plate 29, half-title tipped in, frontispiece with 100mm. 
tear across image repaired on verso and with some show through 
from stamp on verso, some heavy stains to title and text, title also 
slightly soiled, some light spotting, mainly to blank areas of plates.) 
Contemporary cartone alla rustica (a probable remboitage, covers 
soiled, spine restored at head and foot, new endpapers). Provenance: 
Quiriniana Library (cancellation stamp on frontispiece verso, further 
stamps on title, at end of text and verso of fnal plate). 

first edition. Describing the content of the ‘museo medico-
chirurgico’ of Ippolito Rondinelli, preserved in the monastery of  
S. Vitale, Ravenna. The frontispiece shows a plan of the museum 
itself.  Among the razor-sharp knives, saws and pincers of terrifying 
aspect, there is equipment designed for comfort: a wheelchair, a 
cushioned stretcher, and best of all a baroque bath with hot and cold 
taps. scarce at auction. RBH records nothing beyond three sales 
in 1980, 1983 and 1985, the sale in 1980 being of this copy.  NLM/
Blake p.425.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q343

SPENGLER, Joseph. Optick Catoptrick und Dioptrick in zween Theilen. 
Augsburg: Matthäus Rieger und Söhnen, 1775.

2 volumes in one, 8º (191 x 116mm). 14 folding engraved plates. 
(Some spotting and browning.) 19th-century German boards, red 
edges. Provenance: Carl Gerds v. Ketelhodt, acquired from Ludwig 
Friedrich Fürsten in Schwarzburg, 1804 (engraved accession note laid 
down at front). 

first edition of this scarce review of optical instrumentation.  The 
frst volume deals with optical theory, the second describes the 
instruments themselves, ‘der einfachen und zusammengesetzten 
Mikroscope, des Sonnenmikroscops, der holländischen, 
astronomischen und gemeinen Fernrohren, der dollondischen 
Fernrohren, der gregorianischen und neutonianischen Telescope [et]
c. und einer Neuen Optischen Universalmaschine’. 

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0342}
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q344

STADIUS, Johannes. Tabulae Bergenses aequalibilis et adparentis motus orbium coelestium. Cologne: Heirs of Arnold Birckmann, 1560. Medallion 
portrait of the author on title, woodcut initials. With fnal blank. (Some browning and marginal staining, title frail and tattered at foremargin.) 
[Bound with:]

CARDANO, Girolamo (1501-1576). In Cl. Ptolemaei De astrorum iudiciis, aut (ut vulgo appellant) quadripartitae constructionis lib. IIII commentaria. 

Basel:  Henricus Petri, March 1554. Medallion portrait of the author on title, woodcut diagrams and initials, Petri’s  device on fnal verso.  
(Title slightly soiled, occasional dust soiling elsewhere, some browning, light marginal worming from quire ee to end.)  
2 works in one volume, 2º (314 x 201mm). Contemporary vellum with yapp edges, spine titled in manuscript (some tears and repairs, ties 
lacking). Provenance: Johannes Piel, ‘Prudens dominorbitur astris/Anno 1571’ (inscription on front free endpaper; his note of purchase on title 
to second work, dated 1570; his manuscript annotations to both works, together with other annotations in later hands, one the same hand seen 
in two notes dated 1716 on front endpaper) – Michael Chasles (bookplate).

first editions. The reputation of the Flemish astronomer, Stadius or Jan van Oysten, was based on his star tables, and the present publication 
refects the fact that he worked in Cologne for a time. Cardano’s commentary on the Quadripartitum of Ptolemy, a textbook of astrology, is 
known for having cast the horoscope of Jesus Christ, a passage marked with a cross by one of the annotators of this copy (see p.  163); this 
resulted in his imprisonment by the Inquisition on charges of heresy (see DSB III, p.65). Adams S-1625 & C-680; BL/STC German Books pp. 
828 & 719; Houzeau and Lancaster 12733 & 4856; Riccardi I(i) 254.7: ‘rara edizione’ (2nd work);  Zinner 2244 (1st work).

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q345

STELLUTI, Giovanni Battista (d.1646). Scandaglio sopra la libra astronomica et flosofca di Lotario Sarsi nella controversia delle comete e particolarmente 

delle tre ultimamente vedute l’anno 1618. Terni: Tomasso Guerrieri, 1622. 

Small 4° (212 x 158mm). Woodcut device on title, woodcut illustrations, one headpiece, 2 ornamental initials, errata at end. (Two words on 
I3 recto partly erased and supplied in manuscript, causing loss of a couple of letters on verso, one or two leaves with faint waterstain in outer 
margin.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine (a few small ink spots on front cover, brown spots in lower corner of rear cover); 
modern morocco-backed box. Provenance: bookplate removed from front pastedown (with partial loss of endpaper). 

first edition of this defence of Galileo against Orazio Grassi. The controversy between Grassi and Galileo, begun by their opinions on the 
1618 comet, spawned numerous pamphlets on both sides of the argument. In the Scandaglio, Galileo’s friends tried to refute Grassi’s Astronomical 

Balance. This obscure and mysterious work appeared under the name of the brother of the better-known Francesco Stelluti, one of the founders 
of the Accademia dei Lincei and friend of Galileo and Prince Cesi. It was published in a small town near Cesi’s estate in Acquasparta. At this 
time, Cesi was helping Galileo prepare Il Saggiatore, his defnitive response to Grassi, which contains large sections of material copied directly 
from Scandaglio. Carli and Favaro 89; Riccardi I(ii) 477.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000

q346

STELLUTI, Francesco (1577-1653, editor and translator) — PERSIUS FLACCUS, Aulus (34-62). Persio tradotto in verso sciolto e dichiarato. 
Rome: G. Mascardi, 1630.
 
4° (209 x 152mm). Latin and Italian text, engraved allegorical title by Matthäus Greuter, engraved portrait of Persius, one full-page engraved 
plate depicting a bee as seen under a microscope, and 5 smaller engravings, woodcut initials and tailpieces, with fnal blank. (Margins of title 
closely shaved, some browning and spotting throughout.) Contemporary limp vellum, manuscript title on spine.

the first book to contain illustrations of natural objects seen through the microscope. ‘The work includes the Latin text of the Satyrae 

VI of Aulus Persius Flaccus together with an Italian translation and notes by Stelluti’ (Garrison-Morton). Stelluti was a friend of Galileo, and 
a founding member of the renowned Accademia dei Lincei. Galileo was also a member of the academy, and it was his microscope that Stelluti 
used for his observations. His microscopic illustrations of the honey bee appeared in an extremely rare broadside by Federigo Cesi in 1625 (two 
copies recorded by Wellcome), but the Persio contains the frst such illustrations to appear in a book. first edition of this translation. Carli-
Favaro 121; Cinti 86; Cole 403; Garrison and Morton 259; Nissen ZBI 3988; Krivatsy 8806; Wellcome I, 4917.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q347

ST…FFLER, Johannes (1452-1531). Calendarium romanum magnum. Oppenheim: Jacob Köbel, 24 March 1518.

2° (300 x 195 mm). 138 leaves, including 2 leaves of errata. Title within woodcut armorial border, architectural woodcut border on *2r, 
full-page woodcut of ‘Anatomical Man’ within same border as title, the Abacus, Calendar and tables printed in red and black, 24 small 
topographical woodcuts (some repeated) in the Abacus, 12 woodcuts of the occupations of the months and 12 woodcuts of the signs of the 
zodiac in the calendar, 63 cuts of solar and lunar eclipses, 4 full-page cuts of astronomical instruments printed in red and black, numerous 
woodcut initials. (Title and next few leaves with mainly marginal light waterstaining, woodcuts of the signs of the zodiac and fnal two plates 
cropped, penultimate leaf of fnal table almost detached, gathering of plates at end starting to detach, some leaves lightly waterstained, mostly 
marginal, a few light spots.) 17th-century calf (rebacked). Provenance: faint inscription at top of title.  

first edition of a work from the frst press of Oppenheim, which operated from 1503 to 1532, ‘the most celebrated book printed by j. 
kÖbel and perhaps the finest production of the oppenheim press’ (Redgrave). The numbered leaves consist of 41 propositions devoted to the 
zodiac, elipses, the calculation of Easter, etc. The Calendar, printed in red and black, has woodcuts showing the occupations appropriate to each 
month. After this follows a section on eclipses of the moon. There is an ‘Abacus Regionum per totam ferme Europam’ giving the positions of 
various places beginning with England, Ireland and Scotland. In addition to extensive astronomical information, this work contains sections on 
blood-letting, ancient and modern observances of Easter and reform of the calendar. This occupies 24 columns at the bottom of each of which 
is a small woodcut of a town or battle. Stöffer was professor of astronomy at Tübingen University. Köbel published a German translation of 
the calendar in 1522. Adams S-1884; Caillet 10385; Fairfax Murray German 403; Houzeau and Lancaster I; 13730 ‘Fort rare’; Proctor 11939; 
Wellcome I, 6102.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q348

ST…FFLER, Johannes (1452-1531). In Procli Diadochi sphaeram 

mundi... commentarius. Tübingen: Ulrich Morhard, 1534

2° (295 x 201mm). With the blank [*]8, woodcut portrait of 
Stöffer attributed to Holbein the Younger on fnal leaf, woodcut 
diagrams and initials. (First and last few leaves very lightly soiled, 
the fnal leaf with the portrait laid down, very light browning, some 
margins lightly waterstained.) Remboitage of old vellum (sides a 
little warped), modern case. Provenance: Jesuit College Freiburg im 
Breisgau (inscriptions on title dated 1618 and 1664). 

first edition, published posthumously by Ludovic Schradin. 
Stöffer, professor of mathematics at the University of Tübingen, 
was a highly important and infuential astronomer, who counted 
both Melanchthon and Sebastian Münster among his students. His 
commentary on Proclus’s Sphaera became extremely infuential and 
was studied by the most important astronomers of the Renaissance. 
It also contains two important references to the discovery of America 
by Colombus on leaves 24 and 54. Adams S-1897; Houzeau and 
Lancaster 2449; Sabin 91983; Zinner 1579.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

q349

ST…FFLER, Johannes (1452-1531). Elucidatio fabricae usuque astrolabii 
...  Ex secunda autoris recognitione. Oppenheim: Jakob Köbel, 1524.

2º (294 x 212mm). Title with woodcut architectural border, large 
woodcut diagrams of the astrolabe, those on C4 and D3 with three 
and two extension faps respectively, woodcut celestial charts and 
scenes showing surveying techniques, several smaller cuts, large 
woodcut foral initials, printer’s device on colophon leaf. (Lacks the 
faps called for by Adams at A6 and B3, browning to title and a small 
minority of leaves, repaired worm track at upper margin of title and 
preliminaries, marginal repairs to title and fnal leaf, b1 mounted on 
guard, A6 with repairs to outer margin slightly affecting diagram, 
occasional light marginal soiling.) Modern vellum with ties. 

Third edition listed by Houzeau and Lancaster. Stöffer took up 
the newly established chair of mathematics and astronomy at the 
University of Tübingen in 1507, by which time he already enjoyed 
a virtual monopoly of ephemeris publishing. His book on the 
construction and use of the astrolabe frst appeared under Köbel’s 
imprint in 1512-13, and was published in some 16 editions up until 
1620, serving as a standard work for astronomers and surveyors. 
Adams S-1887; Houzeau and Lancaster 3256; Zinner 1270; cf. 
Gingerich, Rara Astronomica 11.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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q350

ST…FFLER, Johannes (1452-1531). Traite de la composition et fabrique de l’astrolabe, & de son usage. Paris: Guillaume Cavellat, 6 April 1560.
 
Small 8° (163 x 105mm). Printer’s device on title and fnal leaf, woodcut illustrations and diagrams, 2 folding tables. (Title skilfully tipped in, 
light waterstaining in lower margin at beginning, light browning and spotting, occasional fnger soiling.) 19th-century calf, triple gilt fllet on 
sides, spine gilt in compartments (extremities rubbed).
 
Second French edition of the most comprehensive treatise on the astrolabe of its time, translated by Jean Pierre de Mesmes. Stöffer ends his 
work with a discussion of perspective and measurement. ‘Stöffer recognized that, in mapping, computation of the distance between two places 
whose latitude and longitude were known failed to take into account the convergence of the meridians’ (Stillwell 892).  It was frst printed in 
1512 at the frst press at Oppenheim and is one of the rarest books from that press. Houzeau and Lancaster 3256.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q351

STROZZI, Giulio (1583-1652). La Venetia edifcata poema eroico … Con gli argomenti del sig. 

Francesco Cortesi. Venice: Antonio Pinelli, 1624.

2º (328 x 215mm). Engraved allegorical title, with inset bird’s-eye-view of Venice, and 
engraved portrait of the author by F. Valesio, engraved portraits of Attila and Flavius Aetius, 
24 full-page engravings by Valesio, the frst after Bernardo Castello. Woodcut borders to the 
argument for each canto, woodcut tailpieces, historiated initials, publisher’s device on fnal 
verso. (Title rather spotted, also soiled and with an isolated wormhole causing slight loss, 
soiling to earlier quires, mainly marginal, leaves cockled, ink stain on O6r.) Later Italian green 
marbled paper over limp pasteboard, uncut (extremities worn). 

first complete edition, uncut copy. Pinelli also issued a 12mo edition, without plates, in the 
same year. Strozzi’s verse epic narrates the history of the frst years of the city of Venice and the 
wars against Attila, weaving in a whole body of legend and folklore. Each of the twenty-four 
cantos is opened by a full-page engraving. The original edition of 1621 comprised only the 
frst twelve cantos. BL/STC 17th-century Italian Books II, p.882; Cicognara 1044; Vinciana, 
Aut. Ital. del ’600  2853. 

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0351}
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SUNDIALS – A Sammelband containing six works, fve on sundials and one on geometry and measurement, comprising:

RITTER, Franz (d. 1641).  Sepculum solis, das ist Sonnenspiegel. Beschreibung und unterricht derer in das Kupfer gestochenen Sonnenuhren. Nuremberg: 
Christoph Lochner for Balthasar Caimox, 1611. Parts I & II only (pt. III not published until 1652), small 4°. 6 folding engraved plates only (of 
8, one plates with severe but clean closed tear, some light marginal browning.) first edition. Houzeau and Lancaster 11404: ‘rare’.

GRAFFENRIEDT, Hans Rudolf von (1584-1648). Compendium sciotericum dass ist: Ein kurtze und einfaltige Beschreibung wie man nicht allein die 

vier Haupt: und alle geschregte Sonnen Uhren … verzeichnen soll. Bern: Abraham Weerlin for the author, 1617. Small 4°. Title within woodcut 
border and with a woodcut diagram, device on recto of fnal leaf, 3 folding plates, 13 diagrams, including 4 full-page (One folding plates with 
laminated repairs on verso, light browning.) first edition. Houzeau and Lancaster 11421.

BACHOFEN, Johann Ulrich (1598-1670). Beschreibung eines newen Instruments durch welches man auff alle schrege und haldachtige ort, Sonnen-

uhren sampt den 12 Himmelischen Zeichen auffreissen kan. Zurich: Johann Jacob Bodmer, 1627. Small 4°. Engraved illustration on title. (Lightly 
browned.) first edition. Houzeau and Lancaster 1436.

UTTENHOFER, Caspar (d. 1621). Pes Mechanicus, Oder Werckschuch Das ist: Ein New erfundene weiß allerley SonnenUhren (so von nöten) auß 

einem außgetheilten Werckschuch gantz leicht zu Machen. Nuremberg: Simon Halbmair, [dedication dated 1615].  Small 4°. Title within engraved 
architectural border, one folding engraved plate, 9 full-page diagrams. (Lightly browned.) first edition. Houzeau and Lancaster 11414.

ZUBLER, Leonhard (1563-1609). Das ist, Kurtzer und Grundlicher Bericht, Wie nicht allein aller hand Sonnen uhren, sampt den XII. Himlischen 

Zeichen, mit grossem vortheil auffzureissen: Sonder auch so wol der nacht, als deß tags stunden, sampt regierung der Winden gewüßlich zuerfahren. Basel: 
Ludwig König, 1615]. Small 4°. Title printed in red and black within engraved architectural border, 8 engraved illustrations, almost all full-
page, one repeated. (Lightly spotted.) Second edition, frst published in 1609. Houzeau and Lancaster 11403.

FLAMAND, Claude (1570-1626). Geometria, Oder Kurtzer klarer und doch gnugsamer Bericht zum Erd und Landmessen: sampt allem so darzu gehörig. 
Translated by Lucas Jennis. Frankfurt: Nicolaus Hoffmann for Lucas Jennis, 1616. Small 4°. Woodcut device on title, numerous woodcut 
diagrams, one full-page engraved illustration. (Light worming throughout, browned.) First edition in German. 

6 works in one volume, small 4° (193 x 150mm). 17th-century blind-stamped calf, ties (head and tail of spine chipped, rubbed, lacking one 
tie).  Provenance:  Johannes Baptista Perett (ownership inscription on free endpaper and title, bought in Klagenfurt in 1666) – scribbling on free 
endpaper, dated 1665. 

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q353

TACQUET, Andreas (1612-1660). Opera mathematica. Antwerp: 
apud Henricum & Cornelium Verdussen, 1707.

7 parts in one volume, 2° (342 x 220mm). Additional engraved title, 
title in red and black, engraved printer’s device to title, 87 folding 
engraved plates, woodcut head- and tailpieces. (Spotting and some 
marginal dampstaining, a few small marginal tears.) Contemporary 
vellum (lightly soiled). 

Second edition of this posthumously published scientifc 
compendium, containing ‘works on astronomy, spherical 
trigonometry, practical geometry, and fortifcation, plus previously 
published writings on geometry and Aristotle’s wheel’ (DSB XIII, 
p.236). Houzeau and Lancaster 3406.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q354

TAISNIER, Joannes. Opusculum perpetua memoria dignissimum, de 

natura magnetis, et eius effectibus. Cologne: Johann Birckmann, 1562.

Small 4° (188 x 133mm). Device on title, woodcut portrait of the 
author on verso and on recto of fnal leaf, illustrations, diagrams and 
initials in woodcut (Title with two faint waterstains, browning and 
marginal light waterstaining throughout, ink from title inscription 
showing through to portrait on verso, short tear in outer margin of 
K2.) Modern blue panelled calf gilt, gilt library stamps on front cover. 
Provenance: ‘Est Zacharia Caimi’ (early title inscription) — John 
Crerar Library Chicago (bookplate and binding), sold at Christie’s 2 
July 1994, lot 252).

first edition, only the second printed work on magnets. Taisnier 
describes a magnetic-based perpetual motion machine consisting of 
a ramp, a magnet stone and an iron ball. ‘The frst 15 pages of this 
rare work refer to lodestone, its properties and uses, taken without 
acknowledgement from De magnete of Peregrinus’ (Wheeler). 
Wheeler Gift 53.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q355

TALIANI, Giuseppe. Orologi riflessi per mezo di un picciolo specchio 

parallelo, ò perpendicolare all’orizonte. Macerata: Filippo Camacci, 1648.

4º (214 x 156mm). Title in red and black with woodcut arms of 
Cardinal Cenci, the dedicatee. Woodcut diagrams. Table on F3r with 
letterpress and manuscript overslips. (First two quires with narrow 
wormhole at lower margin, light spotting.) 20th-century vellum. 
Provenance: Franciscan friary at Massa (inscription on half-title).

[?]first edition of this work by Giuseppe Taliani of Macerata which 
developed the idea of G.B. Benedetti of Imola (1530-1590) for the 
construction of sundials in the interior of buildings, using the sun’s 
refected rays.  Houzeau and Lancaster and Riccardi are in probable 
error in listing two editions besides the present one, an earlier edition 
of 1635 and later one of 1684, since this is the only edition recorded 
in SBN or WorldCat; the latter records title variants. BL/STC 
17th-century Italian Books II, p.888; Houzeau and Lancaster 11445; 
Riccardi I(ii) 482; Vinciana, Aut. Ital. del ’600 1685.

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

q356

TARIN, Pierre (1725?-1761). Anthropotomie, ou l’Art de disséquer les 

muscles, les ligamens, les nerfs et les vaisseaux sanguins du corps humain. 
Paris: Briasson, 1750.

2 volumes, 12° (168 x 94mm). 4 folding engraved plates. (Some 
spotting and browning, more severe in gatherings X-Y of vol. 
II.)  Contemporary vellum with morocco labels, red edges (a little 
rubbed). Provenance: Carlo Rizzi (bookplate).

rare first edition. The second edition appeared in 1765, not under 
the name of Tarin but Jean Joseph Sue (1710-1792). RBH records no 
sale of the frst edition since 1969. NLM/Blake p. 444.                   (2)

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q357

TARTAGLIA, Niccolò (1499?-1557). Nova scientia. Venice: Stephano da Sabio, 1537.

4° (203 x 136mm). Full-page allegorical woodcut title showing philosophers, mathematicians 
and the Muses within two walled enclosures, 33 woodcut diagrams and illustrations in the 
text, printer’s device at end. (Lower margin of title cropped with loss of the last two lines of 
text, small hole in image, frst few leaves lightly waterstained in upper margin, a little light 
spotting.) Modern boards (spine chipped, lightly soiled). Provenance: bookplate removed from 
rear pastedown. 

first edition of Tartaglia’s frst printed work, devoted to ballistics, published on hearing that 
Solomon II, the sultan of Turkey, was preparing for an attack on Christendom. ‘Gunnery 
and surveying were among the earliest of the practical arts to beneft from the application 
of mathematics... Tartaglia skillfully treated this problem in dynamics and proved that the 
trajectory of a missile fred from a cannon would not be a straight line, as was then supposed’ 
(Dibner). This contradicted the ‘impetus’ theory derived from Aristotle’s Physics, which stated 
that a projectile’s trajectory was described by two straight lines united by a curved line. He also 
determined maximum range to be at the gun’s elevation of 45°. Tartaglia was a self-taught 
mathematician, engineer, surveryor and book-keeper. He wrote books on all these subjects, 
and also taught mathematics at Brescia, Verona and Venice. Adams T-189 (with a folding 
diagram which does not belong to the edition; it was published later and added to some 
copies); BL/STC Italian Books p.658; Dibner, Heralds 102; Honeyman 2958; Norman 2053; 
PMM 66; Riccardi I, 496; Sander 7191.

£7,000-10,000 $8,700-12,000
 €8,100-12,000
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q358

TARTAGLIA, Niccolò (1499?-1557). Quesiti et inuentioni diuerse. 
Venice: Venturino Ruffnelli for Nicolo Tartalea, July 1546.

4º (203 x 1145mm). Large woodcut portrait of the author on title, 
woodcut illustrations. (Title waterstained and with closed tear in 
blank area, light marginal soiling, some waterstains, K2r with ink 
stain over one or two words, section of margin cut from HH4, the 
2-leaf table of contents A5-6 bound at end, fnal leaf with small hard 
stain.) Near contemporary vellum (rebacked, new endpapers, spine 
torn at foot). Provenance: copious marginalia in a contemporary hand 
(slightly cropped by the binder).

Dedicated to Henry VIII, Tartaglia’s Quesiti contains nine books 
of questions, with answers demonstrating ‘his competence in non 
mathematical areas.’ He wrote much on the art of warfare, and 
dealt with ‘such varied subjects as the fring of artillery, cannonballs, 
gunpowder, the disposition of infantry, topographical surveying, 
equilibrium in balances, and statics’ (DSB XIII, p.260). Some of his 
propositions disseminated ideas from Book I of Jordanus’s De ratione 

ponderis, ‘probably the most signifcant of all medieval statical treatises’ 
(DSB VIII, p.173). According to Adams, there are two quarto 
editions of Tartaglia’s work with the same imprint and date, the 
present edition of 132 numbered leaves, and another edition T-182 
with only 97 leaves (Trinity). Adams T-183; Bib. Mechanica p.313; 
BL/STC Italian Books p.658; Honeyman 2960; Norman 2054 & 
2055 (both Norman copies lack the 2-leaf table); Riccardi I(ii) 499. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800
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TELESIO, Bernardino (1509-1588). Varii de naturalibus rebus libelli. Edited by Antonio Persio (1542-1612). Venice: Felice Valgrisi, 1590.

8 parts, 4° (225 x 153mm). Title to each part with woodcut device, woodcut illustrations to part 2, decorative initials. With the two blanks. 
(General title slightly soiled, C4 of pt. 3 mis-registered, I2 of pt. 4 with paper fault.)  Bound in a 16th-century antiphonal leaf (front cover 
spotted and slightly bent). Provenance: Joannes Pezoldi,1 August 1680 (inscription on title).

first collected edition. Each of the eight tracts 
has a separate title, foliation and signatures. Part 
2, on the rainbow, is illustrated with cuts. Part 
4, ‘Quod animal universum ab unica animae 
substantia gubernator, adversus Galenum,’ is 
considered particularly import for criticising central 
conceptions of Galenic physiology and psychology. 
Telesio’s ‘favourite philosophical target’ was 
Aristotle.  Although no great practicing empiricist 
himself, he was able to deploy ‘certain Aristotelian 
concepts so as to achieve a new system of physical 
explanation, rejecting metaphysical entities that had 
no explanatory role in physics’ (DSB XIII, pp.278-
79). Francis Bacon criticised his theories yet famously 
called him ‘the frst of the moderns’, so strong was 
his conviction that sensory perception should be 
the primary source of knowledge. Adams T-294; 
BL/STC Italian Books p.662; Riccardi I(ii) 512.5; 
Wellcome I, 6774. 

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000

q359

TARTAGLIA, Niccolò (1499?-1557) — 
JORDANUS DE NEMORE (f. c. 1220). 
Opusculum de ponderositate. Nicolai Tartaleae studio 

correctum, nouisque fguris auctum. Venice: Curtio 
Troiano [de’ Navò], 1565.

4º (205 x 147mm). Woodcut title device, 
numerous diagrams, headpiece, several historiated 
initials. With fnal blank. (Title and A4 browned 
at upper corner, title also with two small repaired 
holes, two text leaves with lower corners torn 
away.)  Modern patterned boards.

first edition of this version of Jordanus’s De 

ratione ponderis, published by Curtio Troiano from 
a manuscript copy owned by Tartaglia, who had 
died in 1557. On the science of weights or statics, 
Jordanus’s work contained ‘forty-fve propositions 
and is probably the most signifcant of all medieval 
statical treatises’ (DSB VII, p.173). Tartaglia had 
already contributed to the extensive commentary 
literature on Jordanus with his Quesiti et invenzione 

diverse of 1546. Adams J-326; BL/ STC Italian 

Books, p. 360; Riccardi I(ii) 507.10: ‘opusculo 
raro’.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q361

TELESIO, Bernardino (1509-1588). De colorum generatione opusculum. Naples: Giuseppe Cacchi, 1570.

8° (202 x 136mm). Woodcut device of Truth as a nude woman on title, historiated initials. With blank b4. (Title slightly soiled, text rather 
spotted and stained.) Modern green morocco, covers with blind fllets and title in gilt within geometric design. Provenance: An early owner has 
written ‘dei gi ortia’ on the title and drawn a fower in the hand of the nude fgure.

first edition of this short tract on light and colour, a subject also  covered in  part 6 of Varii de naturalibus. SBN notes two variants. Adams 
T-289; BL/STC Italian Books p.662; P. Manzi, La tipografa napoletana nel ‘500: Annali di Giuseppe Cacchi (Florence, 1974), p. 43 no. 25; Riccardi 
I(ii) 512.2; Wellcome I, 2332.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900

q362

TELESIO, Bernardino (1509-1588). De his, quae in aëre siunt; & de terraemotibus, liber unicus. Naples: Giuseppe Cacchi, 1570. 

4° (217 x 165mm). Large woodcut device on title, printer’s device on verso of fnal leaf, historiated and ornamental initials. (A few very small 
wormholes in inner gutter closed.) Modern marbled wrappers.

scarce first edition of Telesio’s treatise on atmosphere and earthquakes. Telesio, an Italian philosopher and natural scientist, inaugurated the 
Renaissance empiricist reaction against the practice of reasoning without reference to concrete data.  Adams T-290; Manzi, Giuseppe Cacchi, 
p.42 no.24; Riccardi I (2), 512.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q363

TELESIO, Bernadino (1509-1588). De mari, liber unicus. Naples: Giuseppe Cacchi, 1570.

8° (201 x 137mm). Woodcut device on title, historiated and ornamental initials. (Spotted and a little browned, margins cropped touching 
shoulder notes on A3v, gathering B & C with faint mainly marginal waterstaining.) Modern morocco, title in gilt on front cover, gilt inner 
dentelles. 

first edition of one of Telesio’s smaller treatises, based on purely empirical knowledge, discussing the sea and its movement. Adams T-291; 
Manzi, Giuseppe Cacchi, p.43 no.26; Riccardi I(ii) 512.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200
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q364

TERZAGO, Paolo Maria. Museo ò galeria  … del … Manfredo Settala. Tortona: heirs of Eliseo Viola, 1666.

4° (213 x 150mm). Etched frontispiece and a large folding plate. (Small wormhole in frontispiece causing slight loss of image and again in last 
3 leaves, a few light spots.) Contemporary cartone alla rustica, manuscript title on front cover (slightly rubbed). Provenance: removed bookplate 
from pastedown.

first italian edition, the Latin edition of Terzago and Scarabelli’s catalogue of the Wunderkammer of Manfredo Settala, a rich Milanese prelate, 
appeared two years earlier. It contained an extraordinary variety of objects, natural as well as artifcial, inter alia cylindrical mirrors, unicorn 
horns, Chinese printed books on silk, mummies, birds of paradise, optical lenses, musical instruments, tropical fsh and Chinese porcelain. 
Cicognara 3461 (citing the Latin edition only). BL 17th-Century Italian II, p. 900.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

q365

THEODOSIUS OF TRIPOLI [or BYTHNIA] (c.160 BC–c.100 BC). De 

sphaericis libri tres. Trans. by Joannes Vögelin (d. 1549). Vienna: Joannes Singrenius, 
18 March 1529. 

Small 4° (202 x 140 mm). Large woodcut on title showing the translator 
presenting his book to Archduke Ferdinand, King of Bohemia, woodcut diagrams 
in text. (Light staining, mostly confned to lower margin but heavier and into text 
of frst two gatherings, title with deleted inscription and some abrasion to woodcut 
as well as repaired at gutter.) Modern pasteboard binding (lower cover stained).

first separate edition. Theodosius’s text was written during the 1st century BC; 
the author was a mathematician and astronomer living in Tripoli, modern-day 
Lebanon. The book previously appeared in the compendium Sphaera published at 
Venice in 1518. In these three books he gave a logically structured explanation to 
properties of circles and arcs lying on the surface of a sphere, arranging a series of 
propositions which became the theoretical foundation of astronomy. RARE: only 
two other copies have sold at auction in the past 40 years: Swann Galleries 10 May 
1979, lot 205, resold by Christie’s New York, 14 June 20016, lot 403; and the 
Honeyman copy, Sotheby’s London, 19 May 1981 lot 2971. BMC/STC German 
p. 855; Houzeau and Lancaster 846; Zinner 1399.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0364}
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q366

THEODOSIUS OF TRIPOLI [or BYTHNIA] (c.160 BC–c.100 
BC). De Diebus et noctibus. Translated from Greek into Latin by 
Joseph Avria. Rome: Apud Joannem Martinellum, 1591.

2 parts in one volume, 4° (224 x 160mm). Large woodcut on title, 
woodcut diagrams throughout, woodcut head- and tailpieces, initials, 
device on colophon. (Some browning and scattered spotting.) 
Modern quarter vellum, manuscript title on spine. 

first latin edition. This volume, divided into two parts, the frst 
with 12 propositions and the second with 19, ‘studies the arc of the 
ecliptic traversed by the sun each day’ (DSB XIII, p.320). RARE. 
RBH/ABPC record no copies at auction. 

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q367

TIENE, Gaetano (1387-1465). Super libros de anima. Venice: 
Gregorius de Gregoriis, January 1505.

 2° (276 x 202mm).  Printed in double column, 2 large astronomical 
woodcuts, diagrams, woodcut initials. (Lacks the fnal blank T6, light 
worming in most lower margins, faint waterstaining in a few margins, 
stronger in last c. 30 leaves, occasional light spotting.) Modern 
vellum-backed boards (sides lightly spotted). Provenance: ‘Mihi est 
bernadini grotta’ (inscription on verso of title).

A commentary on Aristotle. Adams G-1036 (under Gratia Dei); edit 
online 21665 (under Giovanni Battista Graziado); Durling 1744.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0366}
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q368

TIENE, Gaetano (1387-1465). Habes solertissime lector in hoc codice libros Metheororum Aristotelis Stragirite peripatheticorum principis. Venice: 
Ottaviano Scoto for Boneto Lacatello, December 1507.

2° (314 x 220mm). Printed in double column, woodcut diagrams, initials. (Lacking blank G8, light stain in inner gutter, some marginal 
worming, small wormholes in text, occasional light marginal fnger soiling.) A remboitage of old vellum (new endpapers, new front free 
endpaper.) Provenance: Pietro Boggio (scribbling on rear endpaper, dated 1843).

Another early commentary on Aristotle. Not in Adams.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0368}
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q369

TIME — MULLER, Johann Ulrich. Der unbetrügliche Stunden Weiser. 

Das ist: Eine deutliche und curiose Beschreibung aller der Zeit üblichen 

Sonnen Uhrten. Ulm: Johann Conrad Wohler, 1702. Small 8° (158 x 
95mm). Double-page engraved frontispiece, title printed in red and 
black, 12 folding tables, 71 engraved plates. (Insignifcant scattered 
spotting and browning.) Contemporary quarter calf (worn and 
repaired). 

CAMPANI degli Alimeni, Matteo. Horologium solo naturae motu, atque 

ingenio, dimetiens, et numerans momenta temporis, constantissime aequalia. 
Amsterdam: 1678. 12° (142 x 82mm). Woodcut text diagrams 
Modern wrappers, leather box. 
 
FULIGATTI, Giulio. De gli horiuoli a sole. Ferrara: 1617. 4° (210 
x 165mm). Title within woodcut architectonic border, numerous 
woodcut text diagrams, table at p.26. (Very large tear to A3, but 
without loss, variable staining.) Later vellum. — BERTHOUD, 
Ferdinand. De la mesure du temps, ou supplément au traité des horloges 

marines, et a l’essai sur l’horlogerie. Paris: 1787. 4° (252 x 190mm). 

Half-title, 11 folding engraved plates. (Plates trimmed close, into a 
few headlines, scattered insignifcant spotting and staining.) Later 
half morocco (extremities rubbed). Provenance: Waltham Watch Co., 
Waltham, Mass. (ink stamp on fyleaf). —GIANESINI DI GALLIO, 
Marco Antonio Giovanni. Opinione sopra il movimento della Terra, e 

degli astri. Bassano: 1771. 8° (218 x 135mm). Large folding engraved 
plate. (Title a trife soiled with ?tape mark.) Modern boards. — 
SCANAVACCA, Bartolomeo. Novissima inventione. Padua: Bernardo 
Luciani, 1688. 4° (208 x 158mm). 4 engraved plates. (Small hole to 
frst 2 leaves, occasional light spotting, some marginal annotation, 
one plate with repaired tear, one lightly stained.) Modern pasteboard 
(lightly rubbed). — WELPER, Eberhard. Neu-vermehrte welperische 

Gnomonica. Nuremberg: Johann Michael Spoerlin, 1708. 2° (365 
x 220mm). Engraved frontispiece, 35 engraved plates. (Occasional 
light spotting and dampstaining.) Contemporary quarter calf (spine 
very worn with loss, small wormholes). [Sold with:] 6 other related 
volumes.                   (13)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0369}
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q370

TIME – [VIDA, Marco Girolamo (1485-1566)]. Cremonensium orationes III. Cremona: 1550. 8° (150 x 98mm). Woodcut frontispiece. (A few 
minor spots.) Near contemporary calf (spine worn, extremities restored). Provenance: ‘D. Angeli Maffetti…’ (inscription to front free endpaper) 
– occasional underlining.

PADOVANI, Giovanni (b. 1512). De temporum computatione. Verona: apud Sebastianum, & Ioannem fratres a Donnis, 1577. Woodcut device 
to title, 12 woodcuts in the text representing months of the year, woodcut initials. (Some light dampstaining and repaired wormtracks). 
Modern quarter vellum. 

 DOGLIONI, Giovanni Nicolo. L’anno riformato. Venice: Damian Zenaro, 1599. 4° (205 x 150mm). Woodcut title vignette, 1 folding 
woodcut illustration, numerous woodcuts in the text. (Some light dampstaining, loss to corner of V4.) Later calf (lightly rubbed, minor 
wormholes to spine). Provenance: a few leaves with marginal annotation.                   (3)

£1,000-2,000 $1,300-2,500
 €1,200-2,300

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0370}
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q371

TOBACCO — [VILLENEUVE, Pierre Louis du Couédic de.] Traité complet de la culture, fabrication et vente du tabac. Paris: 1791. 8° (210 x 
130mm). Half-title, 6 folding engraved plates. (Variable scattered spotting.) Later half calf. 

 COHAUSEN, Johann Heinrich. Dissertatio satyrica physico-medico-moralis de pica nasi. Amsterdam: 1716. 8° (158 x 95mm). Engraved 
frontispiece. Cotemporary vellum (repaired patch on upper cover). 

STELLA, Benedetto. Il tabacco opera nella quale si tratta dell’origine, historia, coltura, preparatione, qualità, natura, virtù, e uso in fumo, in polvere, in 

foglia, in lambitivo, et in medicina. Rome: 1669. 8° (152 x 102mm). Half-title, full-page woodcuts in the text. (Variable spotting and browning.) 
Modern pasteboard binding. Provenance: P. Mazzi (ink inscription on title). – GAVELLI, Niccolò. Storia distinta, e curiosa del tabacco. Pesaro: 
1758. 8° (167 x 106mm). Contemporary calf-backed boards (extremities lightly rubbed). – THORIUS, Raphael. Hymnus tabaci. Leiden: 1625. 
4° (227 x 167mm). Engraved title, interleaved throughout. (Variable light browning.) Later leather-backed boards (extremities rubbed). –  
NEANDER, Johann. Tabaco logia. Lyon: ex offcina Isaaci Elzeviri, 1626. 4° (215 x 160mm). Engraved title, portrait of the author, 9 full page 
engravings in the pagination. (Small tear to last plate, lacking 2L1, a few leaves lightly spotted). Modern half vellum (repaired). [Sold with:] 12 
related volumes.                   (18)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0371}
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q372

TOBALDUCCI DA MONTALBALDO, Claudio. Delli dialogi della quantita et del numero delle sfere terrestri et celesti. Rome: 
il Santi, 1588. 

4° (220 x 163mm).  Woodcut coat-of-arms on title, woodcut diagrams, 2 woodcuts to be used as volvelles printed on one 
leaf, errata at end. (Occasional spotting or light browning.) Contemporary limp vellum (rebacked, lacking ties, front inner 
gutter split). Provenance: ‘Allerbi Denserii’, Treviso (manuscript bookplate) — erased inscription of a Jesuit library on title.

first edition of this early mathematical and astronomical work by the Italian mathematician Tobalducci, containing 
discussions of both practical and theoretical problems. The work is in the form of a dialogue between Tobalducci and one 
‘Nestore Pigna’, and is the only work by Tobalducci listed in either Houzeau and Lancaster or Riccardi. Houzeau and 
Lancaster 2773. Riccardi I(ii) 511.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0372}
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q373

TORRE, Alfonso de la (c.1410-60). Sommario di tutte le scientie. 
Venice: Gabriel Giolito Ferrari, 1556.

8° (207 x 150mm). Large woodcut on title, woodcut initials and 
headpieces. (Gathering O lightly browned.) Contemporary limp 
vellum, manuscript title and paper label on spine, ink annotation on 
front cover (lacking ties, lightly stained).

first italian edition. The work discusses medical sciences, 
philosophy, liberal arts, economics, magic and arithmetic. It was 
once attributed to Domenico Delfno who translated the Spanish 
text Vision delectable de la philosophia y artes liberales into Italian. Adams 
D-228; Brunet V 887; Honeyman  847; Palau 335327; Riccardi I(ii) 
402: ‘Bella e rara edizione’; Wellcome 1730; cf. Smith p. 275 (not in 
Pimpton Collection).

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

279

q374

TORRICELLI, Evangelista (1608-1647). [Opera Geometrica]. De sphaera et solidis sphaeralibus libri duo in quibus Archimedis doctrina de sphaera 

et cylindro denuo componitur, latiùs promouetur. [De motu gravium naturaliter descendentium et proiectorum libri duo – De dimensione parabola solidique 

hyperbolici problemata duo]. Florence: Amadoro Massa and Lorenzo de Landis, 1644.

3 parts, 4º (220 x 159mm). One full-page engraving on Gg2r, woodcut diagrams and ornaments. (Worming at bottom margin throughout, 
browning to title and some other leaves, without blank A6, O2v soiled at bottom margin.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on spine, 
uncut (ties lacking); modern full morocco slipcase.

first edition of the only book by Torricelli 
published in his lifetime. The frst part 
is particularly important for his carefully 
explained use of Cavalieri’s geometry of 
indivisibles in the solution of problems 
connected with solids. As he ‘acquired 
increasing familiarity with the method of 
indivisibles, he reached the point of surpassing 
the master – as Cavalieri himself said.’ In the 
second part, De motu gravium, ‘he continued 
the study of the parabolic motion of projectiles 
begun by Galileo, recognising “the inverse 
character of the operations of integration and 
differentiation which form the fundamental 
theorem of the calculus”’ (DSB XIII, pp.435-
36). BL/STC 17th-century Italian Books II, 
p.914; Carli and Favaro 204; Cinti 114; 
Honeyman 2991; Norman 2086; Riccardi I(ii) 
542: ‘assai rara e tanto interessa la storia della 
scienza’; cf. PMM 145.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0373}
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q375

TORRICELLI, Evangelista (1608-1647). Lezioni accademiche … Lettore delle mattematiche 

nello studio di Firenze e Accademico della Crusca. Edited by Tommaso Bonaventuri (d. 1731). 
Florence: S.A.R. for Jacopo Guiducci and Santi Franchi, 1715.

4° (253 x 177mm). Engraved frontispiece portrait after Pietro Anichini, title with engraved 
device of the Accademia della Crusca, three woodcuts in text, woodcut ornaments. 
Imprimatur leaf at end. (b1 with short tear at inner margin, c7 with corner tear.) 
Contemporary vellum with manuscript title, yapp edges, red page edges. Provenance: Fratelli 
Salimbeni (Pegasus bookplate).

first edition of these twelve posthumously published lectures by Galileo’s successor as 
professor of mathematics at Florence. There is one lecture of thanks on Torricelli’s admission 
to the Accademia della Crusca; three on the force of impact,  in which he was reporting 
ideas expressed by Gaileo in their private conversations; two on lightness; one advancing the 
modern theory that winds are produced by differences of air temperature; one in praise of 
mathematics; two on military architecture; and one of encomium for the ‘golden century,’ 
the fabled epoch of human perfection. Bonaventuri contributed an essay on Torricelli and his 
work, and also reprinted his letters on the acclaimed barometric experiment, the subject of 
the woodcut illustrations.  Carli and Favaro 428; Cinti 169; Dibner, Heralds 149; DSB XIII, 
pp.437-38; Honeyman 2993; Norman 2088; Riccardi I(ii) 544: ‘raro’; Sparrow, Milestones of 

Science 190.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0375}
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q376

TRICASSO, Patrizio. Epitoma chyromantico. Venice: Agostino de 
Bindoni, 1538. 

8° (171 x 115mm). Large title woodcut of a man reading at his desk 
in his study, smaller woodcut of a teacher with pupils on verso, 
numerous full-page woodcut illustrations of palms, printer’s device 
of a bull on fnal leaf. (A few leaves lightly browned, occasional light 
soiling.) Old drab wrappers (lightly soiled, repaired along joints). 

Second edition in Italian of this work on chiromancy concerning 
the search for symbolic letters in the lines of the palm, a practice 
developed by Jewish and cabbalistic writers. BL/STC Italian Books 

p.680.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q377

TRITHEMIUS, Johannes (1462-1516). Polygraphie et universelle 

escriture cabalistique. Translated by Gabriel de Collange. Paris: B. 
Prévost for J. Kerver, 1561.

3 parts, 4° (245 x 181mm). Ruled in red throughout, each part with 
a separate title, each within an ornamental woodcut border and a 
full-page portrait of Collange on verso, 13 full-page volvelles printed 
in red and black, several text leaves printed in red and black, printer’s 
device on verso of fnal leaf, ornamental initials and headpieces. 
(Light browning and/or soiling, light marginal waterstaining in pt. 
III.) 19th-century half calf, gilt edges (head of spine repaired, leather 
at foot of spine faking off, rubbed). Provenance: H.M. Boeltzing 
(stamp in lower margin of frst title) – University College Library 
(stamp on verso of title and fnal leaf).

first french edition of Collange’s translation. Trithemius’s work is 
the frst printed book on cryptology, frst published posthumously in 
Latin in 1518. ‘The strange and bizarre terms and characters which 
Trithium [Trithemius] interspersed throughout the composition of 
the work soon caused him to be suspected of dealing in the black 
art [...]. This suspicion continued all during the course of the 16th 
century [...]. However, a number of more judiciously-minded readers 
of the work now came to the belief that Trithium had done nothing 
more serious than to use the conventionalized language of the 
magicians’ (Joseph Gallard, An Historical and Analytical Bibliography of 

the Literature of Cryptology). Mortimer/Harvard French 528.

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0376}
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q378

TROTTA, Giovanni Battista (1585-1656). Praxis horologiorum 

expeditissima. Naples: Egidio Longo, 1631. 

2 parts, 4° (244 x 177mm). Jesuit device on title, woodcut diagrams, a 
few full-page, ornamental initials. (Some light browning and spotting 
throughout, a few small closed holes in margins.) Contemporary limp 
vellum, manuscript title on spine (lightly soiled, shrunk). Provenance: 
scored inscription on title.

scarce first edition, only one record of a copy sold at auction in 
1995 on RBH and ABPC. Houzeau and Lancaster 11440; Riccardi 
I(ii) 562.

£700-1,000 $870-1,200
 €810-1,200

q379

UBERTI, Fazio (d. after 1367). Opera … chiamato Ditta Mundi. 

Vuolgare. [Venice: Christofaro di Pensa for Lucantonio Giunta, 4 
September 1501].

8° (200 x 128mm). Giunta device on title. (Title and H3 verso lightly 
soiled, some light marginal soiling elsewhere, some upper margins 
close cut, &3-6 browned, quires A-B with light worming at lower 
margin, H3 with hole affecting one letter recto and verso, without 
fnal blank.) Modern wrappers. Provenance: occasional annotations in 
an early hand.

Usually known as the Dittamondo, a corruption of ‘Dicta mundi’, this 
long poem in ‘terza rima’ was the major work of Fazio Uberti, frst 
published at Vicenza in 1474. It is considered an imitation of Dante 
in ‘the details and the invectives,’ the poet undertaking an extensive 
journey of Europe, Egypt and the Holy Land under the guidance 
of Solino, an ancient geographer. Among the many historical and 
mythological digressions, the history of ancient Rome at the start 
is regarded as particularly important. However, the work was left 
unfnished, stopping in the middle of Book VI without the promised 
section on Asia. Adams U-10; BL/STC Italian Books p.703; Eugenio 
Donadoni, A History of Italian Literature, 1969, I, p.121; cf. Parenti 
p.321.

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0378}
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q380

ULMER, Johann Conrad (1519-1600).  De horologiis sciotericis. 

Nuremberg: Joannes Montanus and Ulrich Neuber, 1556.

2° (289 x 184mm). Title in red and black with woodcut vignettes. 
Woodcut diagrams with volvelles on B4v, D4v and G3v. Woodcut of 
the resurrected Christ appearing to his apostles on recto of fnal leaf. 
(Lacks A2-3, the 4-page dedication, slight soiling and staining to title, 
corner stains throughout, more widespread staining towards end.) 
19th-century half vellum with morocco labels (upper label chipped); 
modern slipcase. 

first edition. Ulmer was a Protestant theologian and naturalist, born 
in Schaffhausen and dedicated to its reform. His mathematical and 
technical work on sundials, with its beautifully designed title-page, 
was probably intended for school purposes. Houzeau and Lancaster 
11366; not in Adams or BL/STC German Books.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q381

VALENTINE, Basle (f. 15th century).  Les douze clefs de philosophie 

... traictant de la vraye médecine métalique; plus l’Azoth ou le moyen de 

faire l’or caché des philosophes. Translated by David Lagneau or possibly 
Jean Gobille. Paris: Pierre Moët, 1659 — Bernard le Trévisan (1406-
1490). Traicté de la nature de l’oeuf des philosophes. Paris: 1659.

3 parts in one volume as issued, 8° (165 x 100mm).  Part 1: one 
engraved plate only (of 12), woodcut arms on C2v. Part 2:  15 
emblematic woodcuts, including one on title.  (Some marginal 
soiling, some worming at inner margins, dampstains towards end, 
K4r of part 1 ink stained.)  Contemporary calf (restored but worn, 
crack in upper joints, covers rubbed and faked). Provenance: Arnault 
1660 (inscription on front free endpaper, ?his occasional marginalia 
and scoring in ink) – astrological note on rear free endpaper – 
bibliographical pencil notes on frst title.

Second French edition, dedicated by the printer to Sir Kenelm 
Digby by virtue of his work on the ‘Powder of sympathy’, a form 
of sympathetic magic. The twelve keys, corresponding with the 
twelve signs of the zodiac, are to unlock the doors of knowledge and 
unseal the secret of the fountain of youth. The 12 engraved plates 
intended to illustrate them are often lacking, and are not called for by 
Ferguson.  Caillet 800n and 802, 798, 1043; Duveen 48; Ferguson I, 
77 and 101; Wellcome II,  111 and 152.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q382

VALE, Battista della. Vallo libro pertinente a capitani per retenere e fortifcare una citta …  e di espugnare una citta. Venice: 
Giovanni Guarisco, 1558.

8º (142 x 94mm). Woodcut title border in six compartments, woodcut illustrations, equestrian initials, device of a 
mermaid on recto of fnal leaf. (Some spotting and staining.) 17th-century calf, gilt spine with repeated feuron, red 
speckled edges (extremities a little worn).  Provenance: A translation of ‘balle de bronzo’ as ‘grenades’ is given on I7r – 
Du Sudre  – A. Ratheau/Capitano ingegniero 1856 (two inscriptions on front pastedown).

A successful and frequently republished siege work, frst printed in Venice in 1528, advising commanders both how 
to defend and how to storm a city. It is comprehensively illustrated, the woodcuts showing bombs and explosives, 
bastions and screens, gun positions, siege engines, diagrammatic troop formations, and even a diver’s snorkel. BL/STC 
Italian Books p.710; cf. Brunet V, 1063: ‘ouvrage curieux’.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q383

VALERIANO BOLZANI, Giovanni Pierio 
(1477-1558).  Compendium in sphaeram. 
Rome: Antonio Blado, 1537. 

Small 4° (141 x 94mm). Large woodcut 
of an astrolabe on title, repeated on verso 
of fnal leaf, 34 illustrations and diagrams, 
including a world map. (A few light spots.) 
Modern vellum. Provenance: marginal 
manuscript annotations and underlining 
(many cropped). 

first edition. A work on the sphere made 
particularly interesting by a map of the 
World (on fol. C4) which shows America 
and in the extreme west, a portion of the 
Brazilian coast. Pierio Valeriano, the great 
Renaissance scholar and native of Belluno 
in Italy, is best known as the author of the 
Hieroglyphica, the frst attempt to decipher 
the Egyptian hieroglyphs. Houzeau and 
Lancaster 2471; Riccardi I(ii) 568.

£2,000-2,500 $2,500-3,100
 €2,300-2,900

q384

VALERIANO BOLZANI, Giovanni 
Pierio (1477-1558). Ieroglifci overo 

Commentari delle oculte signifcationi de gli 

Egittij, & d’altre nationi. Venice: Giovanni 
Antonio and Giacomo de Franceschi, 
1602.  

2° (315 x 219mm). Large woodcut device 
on title, numerous emblematic woodcuts,   
(Title lightly stained and upper outer 
corner a little frayed, light worming in 
upper margin of a few leaves at beginning, 
small hole and two small stains in T1 
with slight loss of text, occasional light 
spotting.) Contemporary limp vellum, 
ties (very lightly soiled). 

first italian edition of this popular 
emblematic work, frst published in Latin 
at Basel in 1556. Cf. Landwehr, Romanic 
763 (1556 ed.).

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q385

VALERIANO BOLZANI, Giovanni Pierio (1477-1558). Ieroglifci 

overo Commentari delle oculte signifcationi de gli Egittij, & d’altre nationi. 
Venice: Appresso Gio. Antonio & Giacomo de Francesci, 1602.

2° (315 x 210mm). Woodcut vignette to title, numerous woodcuts 
in the text. (Minor marginal dampstaining, occasional marginal 
wormtracks, tears to some margins, not affecting text.) Later 
quarter calf (lightly rubbed to extremities, some splitting along 
joints). Provenance: ‘Joannis Baptis Vimercati a Comite Galeazzo 
Maria’ (possibly the same Giovanni Battista Vimercato, monk and 
mathematician, noted as having fourished in the 16th century, 
inscription on title).

first italian edition. Landwehr, Romanic 763 (1556 ed). 

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q386

VENTURI, Giovanni Battista (1746-1822). Recherches expérimentales 

sur le principe de la communication latérale du mouvement dans les fuides, 

appliqué à l’explication de différens phénomènes hydrauliques. Paris: Houel 
et Ducros, Théophile Barrois, 1797.

8° (210 x 130mm). 2 folding engraved plates by Picquet. 
Contemporary French mottled calf, covers with gilt roll-tool and 
fllet border, fat spine divided into panels by Greek key pattern, red 
morocco lettering-piece and repeated sunburst ornament, green edges 
(lightly rubbed).

first edition. While professor of philosophy at Modena, Venturi 
was sent to Paris as secretary of a delegation representing the Duke of 
Modena. He remained for a year and a half, coming into contact with 
many learned French scientists, and publishing several treatises, one 
of which was this work describing the famous ‘Venturi effect,’ the 
reduction in fuid pressure which results when a fuid fows through 
a duct or restricted channel. Roberts and Trent call it a ‘classic and 
surprisingly rare work in experimental hydrodynamics, describing 
a series of experiments which the author undertook in Italy, using 
Poleni’s effux apparatus.’ Bib. Mechanica pp.339-40.  

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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q387

VERSTEGAN, Richard.  Theatrum crudelitatum haereticorum nostri 

temporis. Antwerp: Hadrian Hubert, 1604. 

Small 4° (219 x 163mm). Large engraved title-vignette, woodcut 
border above, 29 engraved illustrations. (Browned throughout, 
small wormhole in upper margin of last few leaves.) Contemporary 
limp vellum (soiled, lacking ties, spine chipped). Provenance:  from 
inheritance of Francesco Maria Pannotti (inscription on title) – 
Hartnell de la Garde Grissell (1839-1907, founder of the Oxford 
University Newman Society; bookplate). 

Fourth edition in Latin, frst published in Antwerp in 1587.  The 
illustrations depict the cruelty of the Catholic persecution by 
Protestant persecutors, including the beheading of Mary Queen of 
Scots.  Graesse VI, 110.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400

q388

VIERI, Francesco de (1524-1591). Discorso … Intorno a’ dimonii, 

volgarmente chiamati spiriti. Florence: Bartolomeo Sermartelli, 1576.

8º (153 x 95mm). Woodcut title device, several large opening initials, 
printer’s fowers. With preliminary and fnal blank. (Spotting.) Later 
vellum, manuscript title on spine, blue edges (both covers bowed, 
recased with new endpapers).

first edition of this work on demons, familiar spirits, necromancers, 
sorcerers, and other aspects of the occult  by the professor of logic and 
later philosophy at Pisa.  BL/STC Italian Books p.725; not in Caillet.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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VIERI, Francesco de (1524-1591). Trattato delle metheore. Florence: 
Giorgio Marescotti, 1573.

Small 8º (151 x 102mm). Large device on title, a few woodcut 
diagrams, woodcut initials. With the two blanks. (Staining from quire 
L to end.)  Late 17th/early 18th-century vellum, manuscript title 
on spine, red sprinkled edges (inner hinges split). Provenance: note of 
purchase in 1601 at foot of title — Joseph Martini (etched bookplate 
dated 1931; possibly his shelf mark on front cover).

first edition, second issue of Francesco Vieri’s treatise on meteors 
(the earlier issue with 1572 date). It was well received, Marescotti 
bringing out a second edition in 1581-82. The younger Vieri, ‘Viero 
secondo,’ followed in the footsteps of his distinguished uncle, ‘Viero 
primo’, teaching logic and natural philosophy at the University of 
Pisa from 1553, and having an active involvement in the Florentine 
academy sponsored by Cosimo I de’ Medici. Adams V-714; BL/STC 
Italian Books p.725; Honeyman 3045; Riccardi I(ii) 599.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q390

VIETE, François (1540-1603). Opera mathematica. Edited by Frans 
van Schooten. Leiden: Bonaventure and Abraham Elzevier, 1646.

2° (301 x 195 (313 x 188 mm). Title and a few leaves printed in 
red and black, woodcut printer’s device on title, woodcut diagrams 
in text, leaf with volvelles, intended to be cut out, inserted after 
Lll3. (Some leaves browned or a little spotted.) Contemporary 
vellum, modern manuscript title on spine (warped, spine wormed).  
Provenance: bookseller’s label. 

first collected edition. Edited by the Dutch mathematician Frans 
van Schooten, this collection of Viète’s mathematical works does not 
include the Canon mathematicus. The editor apparently misinterpreted 
a remark of Viète’s about the unsuccesful edition of 1579 and chose 
to omit the work. Van Schooten (c.1615-1660) is best known for his 
preparation of the frst three Latin editions of Descartes’s Géométrie. 
Brunet V, 1212; Norman 2152; Willems 609.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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VIGNOLA, Giacomo Barozzi da (1507-1573) and Ignazio DANTI 
(1537-1586). Le due regole delle prospettiva pratica ... Con i comentarii del 

... Egnatio Danti. Rome: Francesco Zanetti, 1583.

2° (343 x 240mm). Engraved additional title by and possibly after 
Cherubini Alberto, 29 engraved illustrations by Vignola, 8 full-page, 
and 122 woodcut illustrations, some full-page, woodcut head- and 
tailpieces and initials, printer’s device on colophon [Vaccaro fg. 236]. 
(Title with extensive marginal repairs touching image and several 
small wormholes in image, some closed including one wormtrack, 
small wormholes at beginning and end in text and margins, 
without the fnal blank, some spotting,  a few leaves browned or 
waterstained.) Modern panelled calf gilt. Provenance: occasional 
manuscript annotations in ink.  

first edition. ‘the first perspective book of importance printed 
in rome and perhaps the earliest in Italy to devote itself entirely to 
the subject of artifcial perspective’ (T.K. Kitao, quoted by RIBA). 
Vignola’s Le due regole was probably begun in the 1550s and the 
drawings were probably fnished in 1562 (the date which one of 
the illustrations bears). However, the work was not published in 
Vignola’s lifetime, and the text of this edition is thought to have been 
established by Vignola and his son Giacinto in 1573, the year of the 
former’s death. The text and the engravings prepared by Vignola 
were then passed to Ignazio Danti, who edited the work, wrote an 
explanation and had the series of illustrative woodcuts prepared. 
The work was fnally published in 1583, with Vignola’s text printed 
in a larger typeface to distinguish it from Danti’s commentary. As 
Cicognara states: ‘Questo è il miglior libro, che da noi si conosca 
per simili instituzioni, e rende conto giustissimo delle migliori opere 
precedenti ... La prima di queste edizioni è bellissima per la sua 
nitidezza.’ In this copy the engraving on G4r is correctly printed. 
Adams B-249; Cicognara 810; Fowler 386; Mortimer/Harvard Italian 

538; RIBA 3444.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900

q392

BAROZZI, Francesco (1537-1604). Opusculum. Padua: 1560.

4° (193 x 145mm). Large woodcut to title, woodcut initials. 
(Occasional faint dampstaining and spotting, small wormhole to last 
2 leaves, textblock split in two places.) Later paper wrappers (lightly 
rubbed, wormhole to lower cover). Provenance: faded stamp to front 
free endpaper. 

scarce first edition of this early work on the issue of mathematical 
certitude and the application of mathematics to the sciences. Not in 
Adams or BL/STC.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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VIRDUNG VON HASSFURTH, Johann (c. 1465-1535). De cognoscendis, et medendis morbis ex corporum coelestium positione libri IIII. Edited by 
Giovanni Paolo Gallucci (1538-1621). Venice: Damiano  Zenaro, 1584. 

Small 4° (226 x 154mm). Large hand-coloured woodcut printer’s device on title, woodcut diagrams, volvelle with 5 moveable parts on G4v, 
one blank leaf with printed slip pasted on inserted after volvelle, historiated and ornamental initials. (Top half of outer margin of title with 
crude repair, light worming in lower margin of frst gathering, light browning at beginning.) Modern vellum. Provenance: D.D. Le Tellier de 
Courtanvaux (bookplate) — a few marginal annotations. 

scarce first and only edition of this work on medical astronomy. Johann Virdung studied at the Universities of Leipzig and Cracow. ‘He 
compiled numerous almanacs, annual astrological forecasts and interpretations of special celestial events. His annual prognostications followed 
the traditional pattern: the determination of the ruling planet of the year, the predication of weather conditions, the prospects for the harvest, 
and the determination of the time for carrying out medical procedures, as well as the interpretation of eclipses’ (Biographical Encyclopedia of 

Astronomers). Durling 4631; Wellcome I, 3077; not in Adams.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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q394

VITRUVIUS POLLO, Marcus (c.80-70 BC.- c.15 BC.). I Dieci 

libri dell’architettura. Translated and with a commentary by Daniele 
Barbaro. Venice: Francesco de’ Franceschi Senese & Giovanni 
Chrieger, 1567. 

4° (245 x 181mm). Title within large woodcut, 2 double-page 
woodcut plates, numerous woodcut illustrations, some full-page, 3 
double-page, and initials. (Some, mainly light browning, some spots, 
a little soiling, small wormhole in margin at end.) Contemporary 
vellum (creased and a little soiled). Provenance: Michele Marth 
(inscription on title). 

A quarto edition of Barbaro’s Italian translation, with a reduced 
title-page border of the Marcolini edition printed in Venice in 1556. 
The plates for the most part are the same as those in the Latin edition 
of the same year. Adams A-917; Brunet V, 1330; Cicognara 717; 
Fowler 410.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q395

VIVIANI, Vincenzo (1622-1703). De maximis et minimis geometrica 

diuinatio in quintum conicorum Apollonii Pergaei adhuc desideratum. 
Florence: Joseph Cocchini, 1659.

2 parts, 2º (320 x 221). Titles in red and black with woodcut Medici 
arms, 2 engraved and 2 woodcut plates, woodcut diagrams.  (Half-
title spotted and with tear at foot, one engraved plate torn at upper 
margin, some spotting and light browning of text.) 18th-century 
vellum with yapp edges, colour-printed pastedowns, manuscript title 
on spine, red page edges.

Viviani’s reconstruction of the ffth book of Apollonius’s Conics, 
undertaken after the frst four books had been discovered and 
published. Before it appeared, Borelli actually found the text of 
the ffth book in an Arabic manuscript in the grand duke’s library 
in Florence. This remarkable manuscript actually included the frst 
seven books of Apollonius, but Borelli kept the contents secret until 
Viviani could complete his publication. A translation from the Arabic 
appeared in 1661 under Borelli’s editorship, revealing a  ‘substantial 
similarity’ between Viviani’s reconstruction and the true text of 
book fve (see DSB XIV, p.49). FIRST EDITION. Brunet V, 1335: 
‘ouvrage savant se recontre diffcilement’; Cinti 135; Honeyman 
3061; Riccardi I(ii) 625.

£1,500-2,500 $1,900-3,100
 €1,800-2,900
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q396

VIVIANI, Vincentio (1622-1703). De locis solidis secunda divinatio geometrica. Florence: typis Regiae Celsitudinis, apud Petrum Antonium 
Brigonci, 1701.

2º (330 x 227mm). Engraved bust portrait of Galileo as frontispiece and 2 folding engraved plates by F.A. Lorenzini. Correction slip on G4v. 
(Some spotting, fnal plate with tear along fold.) Late 18th-century vellum with morocco spine label (covers bowed, spine somewhat worn and 
with old repair at foot).

first edition. Prevented by the church from bringing out a complete edition of Galileo’s works after his death, Viviani devoted considerable 
effort to recovering the geometry of the ancients. Although not published until 1701, the present work was his frst such project, the attempted 
restoration of a treatise by Aristaeus the Elder which Viviani undertook at the young age of twenty-four.  ‘Aristaeus’ work is believed to have 
been the frst methodical exposition of the curves discovered by Menaechmus; but since it has been entirely lost, it is diffcult to estimate how 
close Viviani came to the original work’ (DSB XIV, p.49). The frst of the folding plates depicts the Casa Deodata built by Viviani in Florence 
in 1693 in honour of Galileo; the second a detail of Galileo’s bust above the portal. Brunet V, 1335; Carli and Favaro 400; Cinti 167; Riccardi 
I(ii), 629.9: ‘ bella e rara edizione’.

£1,500-2,000 $1,900-2,500
 €1,800-2,300
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VIVIANI, Vincenzo (1622-1703). Formazione, e misura di tutti i cieli 

con la struttura, e quadratura esatta dell’intero. Florence: Piero Matini, 
1692.

4° (223 x 155mm). Woodcut diagrams and ornaments. With 
half-title. (Without the singleton leaf containing ‘le omissioni da 
integrare’.) Early 20th-century red half morocco. 

first edition of this collection of geometrical problems and answers, 
assembled by the 70-year-old Viviani from among his old papers.  
In his dedication to Ferdinand de Medici he identifes himself as 
the author of the internationally famous problem known as the 
‘Florentine enigma’. This had been solved by Leibniz on a visit to 
Viviani in Itay in 1689, and was ‘the frst example of the calculation 
of the area of a curved surface by means of integral calculus’ (DSB 
XIV, p.49, note 1). As Cinti notes, Viviani had already circulated 
many of the problems under the pseudonym of Pio Lisci Pusillo 
Geometra. Carli and Favaro 384; Cinti 164; Gamba 2111; Riccardi 
I(ii) 628.8.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q398

VOEL, Jean (1541-1610). De horologiis sciothericis libri tres. Tours: 
Claude Michel and Thomas Soubron, 1608.

2 parts, 4º (208 x 147mm). Engraved title with IHS monogram 
surmounting a historiated border, text within double fllet, 106 
woodcut diagrams, some full-page. (Small marginal repairs causing 
stains to I1-2, Bb1, Ff4 and a few other leaves, more extensive repair 
to margin of I4.)  Modern vellum.

a unique edition and rare tours imprint, regarded by Houzeau and 
Lancaster as a précis of Clavius’s Gnomonices (Rome, 1581). Houzeau 
and Lancaster 11402; Sommervogel VIII, 873 (3).

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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q399

VOLTA, Alessandro (1745-1827). Lettere ... sull’aria infammabile nativa delle paludi. Milan: 
Giuseppe Marelli, 1777.

8° (215 x 121mm). 147, [1]p. Engraved title vignette and 13 engravings in text, some 
illustrating experiments. (Light spotting and staining, without inserted leaf at end.) Modern 
marbled boards. Provenance: occasional scoring in pink crayon.

first complete edition containing seven letters to Giuseppe Campi on the author’s 
investigations on marsh gas, which had not previously been distinguished from infammable 
air. The rarer frst edition, published in 1776, only included the frst two letters to Campi. 
SBN calls for a singleton leaf at end, not present here and often lacking, but apparently present 
in the Honeyman copy and said to contain a Latin quotation. DSB, XV, p.74; Honeyman 
3072; Duveen p.606.

£800-1,200 $1,000-1,500
 €920-1,400
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VOSSIUS, Isaac (1618–1689). De motu marium et ventorum liber. The 
Hague: Adrian Vlacq, 1663.

4º (197 x 150mm). Title device, woodcut diagrams. (Creasing to 
quires A-B, some marginal browning and spotting.) Contemporary 
calf, red speckled edges (spine worn, corners rubbed). Provenance: 
presentation copy, title inscribed ‘Ex dono Authoris 1664’ – 
Navigations-Schule Hamburg (stamp on title).

first edition, presentation copy. ‘With the growing importance of 
maritime trade and exploration there was considerable speculation 
about the cause of tides. Vossius rejected the infuence of moon, 
stars, or occult forces, arguing that the sun’s heat was the single cause 
of tides, winds, and ocean currents. He explained that between 
the tropics the tides followed the sun, and winds blew  in the same 
direction. But the continents formed a barrier to this movement and 
so the water was defected north and south, which accounted for 
the ocean currents’ (ODNB).  His work was published in English in 
1677. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q401

WARD, Seth (1617-1689). Astronomia geometrica: ubi methodus 

proponitur qua primariorum planetarum astronomia sive elliptica cirularis 

possit geomitricè absolvi. London: Jacob Flesher, 1656.

3 parts, 8° (177 x 110mm). Preliminary blank, title in red and black, 
one folding woodcut plate, woodcut diagrams in text. (Title browned 
at edges, occasional browning of text, B1 with tear at bottom margin 
causing slight loss to diagram on verso.)  Contemporary calf tooled in 
blind, morocco spine label (joints cracked but cords holding, covers 
slightly bowed, label chipped). Provenance: occasional marginalia in 
an early hand, possibly that of J. Patrick (his signature on front free 
endpaper) – armorial bookplate (unidentifed).

first edition. This work developed Ward’s refnement of Johann 
Kepler’s second law of planetary motion, presented as a response to 
Ismael Boulliau’s Astronomia philolaica (Paris, 1645). ‘Kepler’s second 
law proved unsatisfactory to astronomers because it did not provide 
an easy way of determining planetary movements. In trying to solve 
these diffculties Boulliau developed a complex scheme which Ward 
was able to simplify dramatically … Neither Boulliau’s nor Ward’s 
innovations were a real improvement on Kepler’s second law, 
being only approximately true, but they proved infuential among 
astronomers who would otherwise have to struggle with trial and 
error or successive approximation methods if they adhered to Kepler’s 
original formulation’ (DSB XIV, p.177).  Honeyman 3090; Houzeau 
and Lancaster 11840; Wing W-816. 

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920
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q402

WEATHER – NIPHUS, Augustinus (1473-c.1550). De verissimis temporum signis Commentariolus. Venice: H. Scotus, 1540. 8° (157 x 100mm). 
Title and verso of fnal leaf with woodcut devices. (Occasional scattered spotting and browning, tiny wormhole at gutter to last few leaves just 
touching one or two letters.) Contemporary vellum (rebacked, new endpapers). Provenance: ‘Ioanis Alertonij’ inscription on title. first edition 
of one of the earliest printed works on meteorology and weather forecasting and the earliest by an Italian author; it was actually written 
in 1526 (see p.136).

FAUSTO, Sebastiano. Meteorologia, cioè Discorso de le impressioni humide & secche generate tanto ne l’aria, quanto ne le cauerne de la terra, non per uia di 

tradottione, ma di scelta. [Venice: Curzio Navo], 1542. 8° in 4s (150 x 95mm). (Some light scattered spotting.) 18th-century vellum (covers with 
very small stains). 

BREVENTANO, Stefano (1522-1577). Trattato de l’origine delli venti. Venice: Gioan Francesco Camotio, 1571. 4° (198 x 135mm).  (Staining 
to title and fnal leaf.) Modern boards. Provenance: inscription and stamp erased from title and fnal leaf. – TOMAI, Tommaso. Dialogo 

meteorologico. Ancona: Astolfo di Grandi Veronese, 1566. Small 4° (136 x 97mm). Large woodcut device on title. Modern limp vellum (soiled). 
– AGRIPPA, Camillo. Dialogo ... sopra la generatione de venti, baleni, tuoni, fulgori, fumi, laghi, valli, & montagne. Rome: Bartholomeo Bonfadino, 
& Tito Diani, 1584. 4° (200 x 145mm). (Lacking F4, presumably a blank.) Modern boards. Provenance: library inscription erased from title. 
– ZUCCOLO, Vitale (1556-1630). Dialogo delle cose meteorologiche. Venice: Paolo Megietti, 1590. 4° (195 x 135mm). With fnal blank, text-
illustrations. (Occasional light spotting.) Modern vellum. – REINZER, Franz. Meteorologia philosophico-politica, in duodecim dissertationes per 

quaestiones meteorologicas et conclusiones politicas divisa. Augsburg: P. Detlev for J. Wolf, 709 [i.e. 1709]. 4° (323 x 190mm). Engraved frontispiece, 
engraved text-illustrations. (Frontispiece with a few minor marginal tears, variable browning throughout, fnal leaf becoming detached.) 
Provenance: erased stamp on title. Sold with one other related.                   (8)

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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WELSCH, Georg Hieronymus (1624-1677). Commentarius in 

Ruzname Naurus. Augsburg: Gottlieb Göbel for Johann Schönig, 
1676.

4º (185 x 143mm). Engraved frontispiece by G. Waldreith after 
H. Schoenfeld, 22 etched plates by M. Haffner. (Occasional light 
browning, H4r slightly soiled.) Modern brown half morocco, spine 
lettered longitudinally in gilt. 

first edition of this Western work on a manuscript of the Ruzname 
Naurus, the Persian perpetual calendar, attributed today to the 
9th-century Persian mathematician Abu’l-Wafâ Al-Buzjâni (see 
DSB I, p.39).  The fact that the commentary on the calendar is 
in Turkish may be the cause of the common misattribution to a 
Turkish sheikh of similar name. Having studied the sciences in Italy 
between 1645 and 1648, Georg Hieronymus Welsch, a German 
physician and scholar, returned to Augsburg to devote himself to 
the study of oriental science. Using a manuscript Persian perpetual 
calendar acquired from Christoph Weikmann’s Kunstkammer in 
Ulm, he drew up this study in Latin, Ottoman Turkish and a whole 
range of languages, the text providing an introduction to Turkish 
astronomy, as well as a painstaking study of the manuscript itself. 
The book’s illustrations are particularly successful. The frontispiece 
represents two Ottoman astronomers, the frst six plates illustrate 
globes, astrolabes, and alphabets, while the other 16 reproduce the 
manuscript, placing the text within an exotic foral frame. Houzeau 
and Lancaster 1595. 

£3,000-5,000 $3,800-6,200
 €3,500-5,800

q404

WIER, Johann (1515-1588). De praestigiis daemonum, & incantationibus 

ac uenefciis libri sex, postrema editione sext. Basle: Oporinus for Balthasar 
Han and Hieronymus Gemusaeus, 1583. Text in double column. 
Title with device, woodcut author portrait on verso, woodcut of a 
knife on F2r, occult diagram on M3r. (a2 with tears at top margin, 
some soiling and staining particularly to title and early quires, 
persistent waterstaining up to quire Q, quire Bb to end with marginal 
worm track growing to 26mm.) [Bound with:]

WIER, J. De lamiis liber: item De commentitiis ieiunis. Basle: Oporinus, 
1577. Double column. Title with device, woodcut author portrait on 
verso, woodcut portrait of a young girl on H4v. (Worming at lower 
margin, some waterstaining and soiling.)

2 works in one volume, 4° (247 x 190mm). Contemporary pigskin 
over wood boards, covers with blind-stamped fllets and rolls, brass 
bosses and clasps, front cover inscribed ‘Mars 1585’  (rather worn 
and soiled, crudely rebacked). Provenance: textual annotations in frst 
work, mainly in one untidy hand – G.W. Borowsky (signature on 
title) — other inscriptions on title and  pastedowns.
 
The De praestigiis daemonum, frst published in 1564,  was a major 
treatise on demonology and the powers of necromancy by Johann 
Wier, physician to the duke of Cleves and pupil of Agrippa; this 
later edition is bound with the frst edition of his shorter and not 
unsympathetic work on  ‘lamiae’ or witches. Adams W-149 & 
W-141; Caillet III, 11433 (2nd work).

£600-900 $750-1,100
 €690-1,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0403}
{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0404}


298

q405

WOLFFHART, Conrad (1518-1561). Prodigiorum ac ostentorum chronicon. Basel: 
Heinrich Petri, August 1557.

 2° (288 x 196mm). Large woodcut on title and nearly 2000 woodcuts in the text, 
including one double-page, 2 full page (one a map of Sicily) and repeats, several by 
H.R. Manuel Deutsch and David Kandel, woodcut printer’s device on fnal verso. 
(B3, L5 and L6 with long but clean closed tear, affecting text, light browning and 
spotting, a few margins lightly waterstained.) Later vellum.
 
first edition of a copiously illustrated and exhaustive anthology of natural wonders 
and curiosities, including monsters, prodigies, portents, and comets, such as one 
resembling a spaceship sighted in Arabia in 1479 (on p. 494), and sightings of Halley’s 
Comet. A German translation was published the same year. Adams W-250; Durling 
2878; Wellcome I, 3917.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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q406

WORM, Ole (1588-1654). Museum Wormianum seu Historia rerum rariorum, tam naturalium, 

quam artifcialium, tam domesticarum, quam exoticarum. Amsterdam: Ludovic and Daniel Elzevir, 
1665.

2° (367 x 230mm). Engraved double-page frontispiece of the museum by G. Wingendorp, 
engraved portrait of Worm by Wingendorp after C. van Mander, 139 woodcuts and 13 
engravings in text. (Filled in wormtrack at lower corner of title and early leaves, marginal 
spotting to title and frontispiece, two preliminaries waterstained, further waterstaining in 
gutter, occasional browning, corner torn from F2 and Aaa1.) Contemporary gilt-panelled 
red turkey, gilt edges (lightly rubbed and bumped, unobtrusive scuff marks on rear cover). 
Provenance: GLP (monogram stamp on title).

finely bound copy. For most of the period that Worm was collecting, he was professor of 
medicine at the University of Copenhagen. ‘A gifted polymath, Worm collected many types 
of objects, especially those of natural history and man-made artifacts, which he carefully 
arranged and classifed, following a rigorous method ... His museum, which became one 
of the great attractions in Copenhagen, is illustrated in Museum Wormianum,’ published 
posthumously by his son William (DSB XIV, p.505 ). The collection,  purchased by Frederick 
III on Worm’s death, was one of the frst open to the public on payment of an admission 
charge. Nissen ZBI 4473; Willems 772.

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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q407

WRIGHT, Thomas (1711-1786). An original theory or new hypothesis 

of the universe, founded upon the laws of nature, and solving by mathematical 

principles the general phaenomena of the visible creation; and particularly the 

Via Lactea. London: H. Chapelle, 1750. 

4° (275 x 220mm). Title in red and black. 32 engraved plates, 2 
folding, 8 in mezzotint. (Title browned, staining to plate 6, some 
plates lightly soiled.) Contemporary calf with red morocco spine label 
(covers scuff marked). Provenance: ‘The gift of Mr Walcot to his friend 
B: Cuff 1781’ (inscription on front free endpaper; 26-line poem, frst 
line ‘Creative God! O grant a mortal grace’ copied onto front blank). 

first and only edition. Wright’s most important book aimed 
to reach an understanding of the shape of the Milky Way. He 
concluded that its stars must be arranged in a disc or grindstone, or 
a spherical shell like the rind of an enormous orange. However, his 
equation of the physical centre of gravity with the spiritual eye of 
God was an occult rather than a scientifc idea, and his work had 
little immediate infuence on astronomical studies. David Knight 
comments in ODNB: ‘It was only in the nineteenth century, after the 
work of William Herschel, that the spiral shape of the galaxy became 
accepted, and Wright with his grindstone was seen as a precursor.’ 
Norman 2265.

£8,000-12,000 $10,000-15,000
 €9,200-14,000
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[YVES DE PARIS (1593-1678)]. Astrologiae nova methodus Francisci Allaei Arabis Christiani. – Fatum universi observatum. – Disceptatio P. Ivonis 

Parisini Capuc. [No place, no printer] 1654.

3 parts in one volume, 2° (343 x 220mm). Collation: e2, A-C2, A-O2, [1], A-F2, G1. 17 volvelles over 5 fgures, of which 3 retain 
marker threads, woodcut devices to titles. (Scattered spotting and soiling, bottom margin of B2 torn, small burn hole bottom margin of 
I1.) Contemporary calf, gilt spine (gilt worn, small wormhole to head of spine, corners slightly bumped). Provenance: Some contemporary 
underlining  – engraved bookplate.

second edition of this curious astrological work, printed the same year as the frst. After the predictions contained in the frst edition led to 
many copies being condemned and burned, this edition was published without the offending volvelles relating to Christianity, Islam, England, 
France, and Spain, but retaining 5 volvelles including those relating to Henry IV of France and the disposition of the sky at the moment of 
creation. Cf. Brunet I, 185; Caillet III, 11557; Dorbon, Bib. Estoterica 61; Houzeau and Lancaster 5217.

£9,000-12,000 $12,000-15,000
 €11,000-14,000

{type=external_link&url=http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details_proxy.aspx?saleroom=CKS&sale=14298&lot=0408}


302

q409

ZABAGLIA, Nicola (1674-1750). Castelli e ponti … con alcune ingegnose pratiche, e con la descrizone del trasporto dell’obelisco vaticano, e di altri del 

cavaliere Domenico Fontana. Rome: Niccolo e Marco Pagliarini, 1743.

Large 2° (476 x 353mm). Parallel text in Italian and Latin. Engraved frontispiece portrait by G. Rossi after P.L. Ghezzi, etched title vignette, 
54 engraved and etched plates, 4 double-page, after F. Rostagni and C. Fontana. Extra illustrated with a double-page plate at end. 21 folding 
letterpress leaves with explanations of the plates. (Frontispiece rather soiled at margins, some worming and light soiling to plate margins, some 
waterstains on letterpress.) Contemporary half calf and marbled boards (rubbed, some chipping and worming to spine, corners bumped). 

first edition of ‘the frst publication to present engineering solutions for the raising and transportation of building materials … characteristic of 
the eighteenth-century interest in everything connected with technology’ (Millard). The frontispiece shows Zabaglia in the act of constructing 
the model  of a pulley system. Responsible for designing the machines and scaffolding used in the upkeep of St Peter’s, he  is nevertheless 
thought to have been illiterate. The plates illustrate his own engineering feats with pulleys, winches, scaffolding, platforms, timber frames and 
trussing, ladders, carts and other machines; in addition, they demonstrate the means of transportation devised by Domenico Fontana for the 
Vatican obelisk. The accompanying text was prepared by Lelio Cosatti and G.G. Bottari in collaboration with Zabaglia. Berlin Kat. 2755; 
Brunet V, 1515; Cicognara 968; Millard/Italian 166; RIBA 3733; Riccardi I(ii) 642; Schudt 1126. 

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100
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ZAHN, Johann (1641-1707). Specula physico-mathematico-historica notabilium ac mirabilium sciendorum. Nuremberg: Johann Christoph Lochner, 
1696  

3 volumes in one, 2° (390 x 243mm.). Pagination: [48], 448, [8]; [14], 460, [8]; [10], 248, [8]pp.  3 engraved frontispieces, 3 engraved portraits, 
55 engraved plates, of which 26 are double-page, one folding, 16 double-page letterpress tables. Titles in red and black.  (Without half-titles 
and without other preliminary and end leaves called for by VD17, some browning and staining to text, folding map in vol. I repaired on verso, 
the plates illustrating pages 148 and 381 in vol. II cleanly torn, that illustrating p. 336 in the same vol. with internal tear.) Contemporary 
panelled pigskin with foral tools and rolls surrounding a central lozenge, manuscript title on spine (rubbed and soiled, one clasp defective). 
Provenance: Provost Marcellinus in Waldhausen (stamp on title verso) – Canonical Library of Klosterneuburg, Austria (inscription on title verso, 
dated 26 December 1822).  

first edition of this superbly illustrated compendium of mathematics and natural history by Zahn, a member of the Premonstratensian order of 
Oberzell near Würzburg. It includes celestial maps after Hevelius, maps of the sun and moon after Eimmart, and world maps, one after Kircher. 
This copy appears to lack some preliminary and end leaves, VD17 calling for a greater number. On the other hand, the pagination of different 
copies appears to be irregular. Our volume I has 24 unnumbered preliminary leaves compared to 27 called for by VD17 but only 20 recorded 
in the Macclesfeld copy (hereafter M); 8 unnumbered end leaves to vol. I called for by VD (in addition to the index and errata), are not found 
here or in M. Our vol. II has 7 preliminaries compared to 9 called for by VD17 and 12 in the M copy; VD17 also calls for 13 unnumbered 
end leaves in vol. II, not found in either the Beltrame or M copies.  Vol. III has 5 preliminary leaves compared to 7 called for by VD and 8 
recorded in M; VD17 also calls for 6 unnumbered leaves at the end, not found here or in M. In our volume I, the total of 25 engraved plates 
(15 double-page, one folding, and 9 single-page), exceeds the M total by one; VD17 calls for only 22 plates in vol. I.  In vols. II-III the plate 
counts conform. The total of 16 letterpress tables agrees with M and other copies recently sold, though VD17 calls for a greater number.  BL/
STC German, IV Z16; Brunet V, 1519; VD17 39:125300D; Shirley 583 & 584 (the world map and hemispheres); McLaughlin, California as an 

Island, 122 (plate in vol. II depicting western hemisphere).

£4,000-6,000 $5,000-7,400
 €4,600-6,900
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ZAHN, Johann (1641-1707). Oculus artifcialis teledioptricus sive telescopium. Nuremberg: Johann Christoph Lochner, 1702. 

2° (325 x 205mm). Additional engraved title, printed title in red and black, engraved portrait, 7 engraved plates (4 folding and 3 double-page), 
7 double-page tables, engraved or woodcut illustrations, including 26 full-page. (First folding plate with long but clean tear along fold, light 
browning and spotting throughout.) 20th-century half vellum. Provenance: Monastery Brombach (manuscript inscription at foot of engraved 
title and on printed title) – Christoph Johannes Franciscus Chresta (ownership inscription on endpaper, dated 1829) — ‘Fürstlich Löwenstein-
Wertheim-Rosenberg’sche Hofbibliothek Kleinheubach’ (library stamp at foot of engraved title and label on pastedown). 

Second edition of Zahn’s treatise on the microscope and the telescope. The work is particularly valuable for its illustrations of both simple and 
compound microscopes of the period, including the type of compound instrument used by Robert Hooke. It contains many descriptions and 
diagrams, illustrations and sketches of both the camera obscura and magic lantern, along with various other lanterns, slides, projection types, 
peepshow boxes, microscopes, telescopes, refectors, and lenses. Cf. frst edition: Garrison and Morton 263: ‘includes the frst complete history 
of early microscopes’; NLM/Krivatsy 13208; Norman 2278.

£2,000-3,000 $2,500-3,700
 €2,300-3,500
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ZARLINO, Gioseffo (1517-1590). De vera anni forma, sive de recta eius 

emendatione. Venice: Offce of Varisco, 1580. 

Small 4° (220 x 165mm). Woodcut vignette on title, printer’s device 
on title and at end, pp.19-30 printed in red and black, woodcut 
diagrams including one full-page, volvelle with two moveable 
parts on K2r, ornamental initials. (Light marginal waterstaining at 
beginning, a few spots.) Contemporary vellum, manuscript title on 
spine (lightly soiled and creased, light stain on rear cover). 

first edition of this treatise on calendar reform dedicated to Pope 
Gregory XIII. Adams Z-75; Houzeau and Lancaster 13769; Riccardi 
I(ii) 661.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700

q413

ZONCA, Vittorio (1568-1602). Novo teatro di machine et edifcii per 

varie et sicure operationi. Padua: Francesco Bertelli, 1621. 

2° (297 x 202mm). Engraved title within architectural frame, 42 
full-page engraved illustrations. (Title with two small repairs, one on 
verso and one in upper margin, one plate slightly misregistered, light 
mainly marginal soiling.) 18th-century sprinkled wrappers (front 
joint split at foot of spine, rubbed); modern case.  Provenance: erased 
inscription (at foot of title). 

second edition. The frst edition of 1607 was published by 
Francesco Bertelli’s father, Pietro. Both were active as publishers and 
engravers, and Pietro may have engraved these plates which were 
derived from the unpublished Trattato di architectura of the Sienese 
architect-engineer Francesco di Giorgio Martini (1439-1501). The 
present work is noted for containing the frst illustration of a gig-mill 
for raising nap on cloth, and for spreading knowledge of the mangle 
(Norman). Riccardi describes this edition as ‘rare’. Berlin Katalog 
1775; Norman 2281 (frst edition 1607); Riccardi I(ii), 669.

£2,500-3,500 $3,100-4,300
 €2,900-4,000
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ZUBLER, Leonhard (1563-1611). Novum instrumentum geometricum quo rerum mensurabilium longitudo, altitudo, latitudo et profunditas ... Germanice 

primum descriptum. Translated into Latin by Kaspar Waser (1565-1625). Basel: Ludwig König, 1607. Engraved architectural title border, arms of 
the dedicatee, Henry Frederick Prince of Wales, on title verso, 22 engravings showing the new instrument and its uses. With fnal blank. (First 
quire browned, D1-2 soiled.) [Bound with:]

ZUBLER, L. Fabrica et usus instrumenti chorographici quo mira facilitate describuntur regiones et singulae partes earum, veluti montes, urbes, castella, pagi, 

propugnacula, et similia. Translated into Latin by K. Waser. Basel: Ludwig König, 1607. Engraved architectural title border and 13 engravings 
showing  instruments in use. With fnal blank. (a3-4 with marginal waterstain, quire b a little browned and soiled.)

2 works in one volume, 4º (203 x 150mm). 19th-century quarter roan and marbled boards, spine gilt (lightly rubbed).

Two copiously illustrated works by Zubler, a goldsmith and instrument maker at Zurich, often bound together. The frst illustrates uses of 
the ‘new instrument’ which Zubler had developed for surveying, a double-armed sighting instrument allowing for the measurement of angles 
in techniques of triangulation. Often the situations chosen are of a military nature. So on B3r one sees a triangulation technique for obtaining 
the distance for canon fre on a fortress. Zubler is also credited with the introduction of the plane table into surveying, and his second work 
features its use in similar multi-sighting techniques (see Frank J. Swetz and Victor J. Katz, ‘Mathematical Treasures – Leonhard Zubler’s Nova 
Instrumentum Geometricum’ in Convergence, January 2011). Both works were originally published in German in the same year. Honeyman 
3158; Zinner 4164.

£1,000-1,500 $1,300-1,900
 €1,200-1,700
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ZUCCONI, Lodovico (1706-1783). De heliometri structura et usu … 

De semita, numero, et fgura omnium ferme macularum, quae apparuerunt 

in Solis disco, a mense Aprili anni 1754. Ad mensem Majum anni 1757. 
Venice: Dominico Lovisa, 1760.

4° (291 x 219mm). 22 engraved plates. (Title spotted, soil mark 
to title verso and margin of A2 recto.)  Contemporary cartone alla 
rustica, manuscript title and later label on spine, uncut (light soiling).

an attractive, uncut copy of a rarely encountered book.  Zucconi’s 
observations of sunspots observed from Venice between 1754 and 
1757 are meticulously recorded on 20 large copperplates. The other 
two plates depict instruments in his observatory. first edition.  
Riccardi I(ii) 673.

£500-800 $620-990
 €580-920

q416

ZUCCHETTA, Giovanni Battista. Prima parte della arimmetica …. Per 

la quale con mirabile ordine, e nuoue regole si risolue con marauigliosa facilità 

ogni dubbio mercantesco. Brescia: Vincenzo Sabb[io, 1600].

2º (353 x 245mm). Title with engraved architectural border and 
medallion portrait of the author, portrait of Cristoforo Papa at head 
of dedication, woodcut diagrams, text within double-fllet borders, 
correction slip on **3r. (Title with abrasion to imprint causing 
slight loss, also with crease marks and small waterstain, cockling 
throughout, B1r with heavy wax stains, quire N to end waterstained 
at bottom margin, Gg the most affected, X6 with paper fault at 
margin, Bb1-Cc1 with slight damage to bottom corners, Kk3r with 
light ink splash.)  Contemporary vellum, uncut (crinkled, splits to 
edges of covers).  Provenance: contemporary manuscript calculation on 
T5v.

first edition, regarded by Riccardi as one of the better treatises on 
mercantile arithmetic. No other part was published. Adams Z-195; 
BL/STC Italian Books p.745; Brunet V, 1544; Honeyman 3160; 
Riccardi I(ii) 674.1: ‘rarissimo’; Smith, Rara arithmetica  p.425. 

£1,200-1,800 $1,500-2,200
 €1,400-2,100
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CONDITIONS OF SALE

These Conditions of Sale and the Important Notices and Explanation 
of Cataloguing Practice set out the terms on which we offer the lots 
listed in this catalogue for sale. By registering to bid and/or by bidding 
at auction you agree to these terms, so you should read them carefully 
before doing so. You will find a glossary at the end explaining the 
meaning of the words and expressions coloured in bold.

Unless we own a lot (∆ symbol, Christie’s acts as agent for the seller.

A BEFORE THE SALE

1 DESCRIPTION OF LOTS

(a) Certain words used in the catalogue description have special 
meanings. You can find details of these on the page headed 
‘Important Notices and Explanation of Cataloguing Practice’ which 
forms part of these terms. You can find a key to the Symbols found 
next to certain catalogue entries under the section of the catalogue 
called ‘Symbols Used in this Catalogue’. 

(b) Our description of any lot in the catalogue, any condition report 
and any other statement  made by us (whether orally or in writing) 
about any lot, including about its nature or condition, artist, period, 
materials, approximate dimensions or provenance are our opinion 
and not to be relied upon as a statement of fact. We do not carry out 
in-depth research of the sort carried out by professional historians 
and scholars. All dimensions and weights are approximate only.

2 OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR DESCRIPTION OF LOTS

We do not provide any guarantee in relation to the nature of a lot 
apart from our authenticity warranty contained in paragraph E2 
and to the extent provided in paragraph I below.

3 CONDITION

(a) The condition of lots sold in our auctions can vary widely due to 
factors such as age, previous damage, restoration, repair and wear and 
tear. Their nature means that they will rarely be in perfect condition. 
Lots are sold ‘as is’, in the condition they are in at the time of the sale, 
without any representation or warranty or assumption of liability of any 
kind as to condition by Christie’s or by the seller.

(b) Any reference to condition in a catalogue entry or in a condition 
report will not amount to a full description of condition, and images 
may not show a lot clearly. Colours and shades may look different in 
print or on screen to how they look on physical inspection. Condition 
reports may be available to help you evaluate the condition of a lot. 
Condition reports are provided free of charge as a convenience 
to our buyers and are for guidance only. They offer our opinion 
but they may not refer to all faults, inherent defects, restoration, 
alteration or adaptation because our staff are not professional 
restorers or conservators. For that reason they are not an alternative 
to examining a lot in person or taking your own professional advice. 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you have requested, received 
and considered any condition report.

4 VIEWING LOTS PRE-AUCTION

(a) If you are planning to bid on a lot, you should inspect it personally 
or through a knowledgeable representative before you make a bid 
to make sure that you accept the description and its condition. 
We recommend you get your own advice from a restorer or other 
professional adviser.

(b) Pre-auction viewings are open to the public free of charge. Our 
specialists may be available to answer questions at pre-auction 
viewings or by appointment.

5 ESTIMATES

Estimates are based on the condition, rarity, quality and provenance 
of the lots and on prices recently paid at auction for similar property. 
Estimates can change. Neither you, nor anyone else, may rely on any 
estimates as a prediction or guarantee of the actual selling price of 
a lot or its value for any other purpose. Estimates do not include the 
buyer’s premium or any applicable taxes. 

6 WITHDRAWAL

Christie’s may, at its option, withdraw any lot at any time prior to 
or during the sale of the lot. Christie’s has no liability to you for any 
decision to withdraw.

7 JEWELLERY

(a) Coloured gemstones (such as rubies, sapphires and emeralds) 
may have been treated to improve their look, through methods such 
as heating and oiling. These methods are accepted by the inter-
national jewellery trade but may make the gemstone less strong 
and/or require special care over time.

(b) All types of gemstones may have been improved by some 
method. You may request a gemmological report for any item 
which does not have a report if the request is made to us at least 
three weeks before the date of the auction and you pay the fee for 
the report. 

(c) We do not obtain a gemmological report for every gemstone 
sold in our auctions. Where we do get gemmological reports from 
internationally accepted gemmological laboratories, such reports will 
be described in the catalogue. Reports from American gemmological 
laboratories will describe any improvement or treatment to the 
gemstone. Reports from European gemmological laboratories will 
describe any improvement or treatment only if we request that 
they do so, but will confirm when no improvement or treatment has 
been made. Because of differences in approach and technology, 
laboratories may not agree whether a particular gemstone has been 
treated, the amount of treatment or whether treatment is permanent. 
The gemmological laboratories will only report on the improvements 
or treatments known to the laboratories at the date of the report.

(d) For jewellery sales, estimates are based on the information in 
any gemmological report or, if no report is available, assume that the 
gemstones may have been treated or enhanced. 

8  WATCHES & CLOCKS

(a) Almost all clocks and watches are repaired in their lifetime 
and may include parts which are not original. We do not give a 
warranty that any individual component part of any watch or clock 
is authentic. Watchbands described as ‘associated’ are not part of 
the original watch and may not be authentic. Clocks may be sold 
without pendulums, weights or keys.

(b) As collectors’ watches and clocks often have very fine and 
complex mechanisms, a general service, change of battery or further 
repair work may be necessary, for which you are responsible. We do 
not give a warranty that any watch or clock is in good working order. 
Certificates are not available unless described in the catalogue.

(c) Most watches have been opened to find out the type and quality 
of movement. For that reason, watches with water resistant cases 
may not be waterproof and we recommend you have them checked 
by a competent watchmaker before use.

Important information about the sale, transport and shipping of 
watches and watchbands can be found in paragraph H2(g).

B REGISTERING TO BID

1 NEW BIDDERS

(a) If this is your first time bidding at Christie’s or you are a returning 
bidder who has not bought anything from any of our salerooms 
within the last two years you must register at least 48 hours before 
an auction to give us enough time to process and approve your 
registration. We may, at our option, decline to permit you to register 
as a bidder. You will be asked for the following: 

(i) for individuals: Photo identification (driving licence, national 
identity card or passport) and, if not shown on the ID document, 
proof of your current address (for example, a current utility bill or 
bank statement).

(ii) for corporate clients: Your Certificate of Incorporation or equivalent 
document(s) showing your name and registered address together 
with documentary proof of directors and beneficial owners; and 

(iii) for trusts, partnerships, offshore companies and other business 
structures, please contact us in advance to discuss our requirements.

(b) We may also ask you to give us a financial reference and/or a 
deposit as a condition of allowing you to bid. For help, please contact 
our Credit Department on +44 (0)20 7839 9060.

2 RETURNING BIDDERS

We may at our option ask you for current identification as described 
in paragraph B1(a) above, a financial reference or a deposit as a 
condition of allowing you to bid.  If you have not bought anything 
from any of our salerooms in the last two years or if you want to 
spend more than on previous occasions, please contact our Credit 
Department on +44 (0)20 7839 9060.

3 IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THE RIGHT DOCUMENTS

If in our opinion you do not satisfy our bidder identification and 
registration procedures including, but not limited to completing any 
anti-money laundering and/or anti-terrorism financing checks we 
may require to our satisfaction, we may refuse to register you to bid, 
and if you make a successful bid, we may cancel the contract for sale 
between you and the seller. 

4 BIDDING ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON

(a) As authorised bidder. If you are bidding on behalf of another 
person, that person will need to complete the registration 
requirements above before you can bid, and supply a signed letter 
authorising you to bid for him/her.

(b) As agent for an undisclosed principal:  If you are bidding as an 
agent for an undisclosed principal (the ultimate buyer(s)), you accept 
personal liability to pay the purchase price and all other sums due.  
Further, you warrant that: 

(i) you have conducted appropriate customer due diligence on 
the ultimate buyer(s) of the lot(s) in  accordance with any and all 
applicable anti-money laundering and sanctions laws, consent to us 
relying on this due diligence, and you will retain for a period of not 
less than five years the documentation and records evidencing the 
due diligence;

(ii) you will make such documentation and records  evidencing your 
due diligence promptly available for immediate inspection by an 
independent third-party auditor upon our written request to do so.  
We will not disclose such documentation and records to any third-
parties unless (1) it is already in the public domain, (2) it is required 
to be disclosed by law, or (3) it is in accordance with anti-money 
laundering laws;

(iii) the arrangements between you and the ultimate buyer(s) are not 
designed to facilitate tax crimes;

(iv) you do not know, and have no reason to suspect, that the funds 
used for settlement are connected with, the proceeds of any criminal 
activity or that the ultimate buyer(s) are under investigation, charged 
with or convicted of money laundering, terrorist activities or other 
money laundering predicate crimes.

A bidder accepts personal liability to pay the purchase price and all 
other sums due unless it has been agreed in writing with Christie’s 
before commencement of the auction that the bidder is acting as an 
agent on behalf of a named third party acceptable to Christie’s and 
that Christie’s will only seek payment from the named third party.

5 BIDDING IN PERSON

If you wish to bid in the saleroom you must register for a numbered 
bidding paddle at least 30 minutes before the auction. You may 
register online at www.christies.com or in person. For help, please 
contact the Credit Department on +44 (0)20 7839 9060.

6 BIDDING SERVICES 

The bidding services described below are a free service offered as a 
convenience to our clients and Christie’s is not responsible for any 
error (human or otherwise), omission or breakdown in providing 
these services.

(a) Phone Bids

Your request for this service must be made no later than 24 hours 
prior to the auction. We will accept bids by telephone for lots only 
if our staff are available to take the bids. If you need to bid in a 
language other than in English, you must arrange this well before the 
auction. We may record telephone bids. By bidding on the telephone, 
you are agreeing to us recording your conversations. You also agree 
that your telephone bids are governed by these Conditions of Sale.

(b) Internet Bids on Christie’s Live™

For certain auctions we will accept bids over the Internet. Please visit 
www.christies.com/livebidding and click on the ‘Bid Live’ icon to 
see details of how to watch, hear and bid at the auction from your 
computer. As well as these Conditions of Sale, internet bids are 
governed by the Christie’s LIVE™ terms of use which are available 
on www.christies.com. 

(c) Written Bids

You can find a Written Bid Form at the back of our catalogues, at any 
Christie’s office or by choosing the sale and viewing the lots online 
at www.christies.com. We must receive your completed Written 
Bid Form at least 24 hours before the auction. Bids must be placed 
in the currency of the saleroom. The auctioneer will take reasonable 
steps to carry out written bids at the lowest possible price, taking 
into account the reserve. If you make a written bid on a lot which 
does not have a reserve and there is no higher bid than yours, we will 
bid on your behalf at around 50% of the low estimate or, if lower, the 
amount of your bid. If we receive written bids on a lot for identical 
amounts, and at the auction these are the highest bids on the lot, 
we will sell the lot to the bidder whose written bid we received first.

C AT THE SALE

1 WHO CAN ENTER THE AUCTION

We may, at our option, refuse admission to our premises or decline 
to permit participation in any auction or to reject any bid.

2 RESERVES

Unless otherwise indicated, all lots are subject to a reserve. We identify 
lots that are offered without reserve with the symbol • next to the 
lot number. The reserve cannot be more than the lot’s low estimate.

3 AUCTIONEER’S DISCRETION

The auctioneer can at his sole option: 

(a) refuse any bid; 

(b) move the bidding backwards or forwards in any way he or she 
may decide, or change the order of the lots;

(c) withdraw any lot; 
(d) divide any lot or combine any two or more lots; 

(e) reopen or continue the bidding even after the hammer has fallen; 
and

(f) in the case of error or dispute and whether during or after the 
auction, to continue the bidding, determine the successful bidder, 
cancel the sale of the lot, or reoffer and resell any lot. If any dispute 
relating to bidding arises during or after the auction, the auctioneer’s 
decision in exercise of this option is final.

4 BIDDING

The auctioneer accepts bids from: 

(a) bidders in the saleroom;

(b) telephone bidders, and internet bidders through ‘Christie’s LIVE™ 
(as shown above in Section B6); and 

(c) written bids (also known as absentee bids or commission bids) 
left with us by a bidder before the auction. 

5 BIDDING ON BEHALF OF THE SELLER

The auctioneer may, at his or her sole option, bid on behalf of the 
seller up to but not including the amount of the reserve either by 
making consecutive bids or by making bids in response to other 
bidders. The auctioneer will not identify these as bids made on 
behalf of the seller and will not make any bid on behalf of the seller 
at or above the reserve. If lots are offered without reserve, the 
auctioneer will generally decide to open the bidding at 50% of the 
low estimate for the lot. If no bid is made at that level, the auctioneer 
may decide to go backwards at his or her sole option until a bid is 
made, and then continue up from that amount. In the event that 
there are no bids on a lot, the auctioneer may deem such lot unsold. 

6 BID INCREMENTS

Bidding generally starts below the low estimate and increases in 
steps (bid increments). The auctioneer will decide at his or her sole 
option where the bidding should start and the bid increments. The 
usual bid increments are shown for guidance only on the Written Bid 
Form at the back of this catalogue.

7 CURRENCY CONVERTER

The saleroom video screens (and Christies LIVETM) may show bids 
in some other major currencies as well as sterling. Any conversion is 
for guidance only and we cannot be bound by any rate of exchange 
used. Christie’s is not responsible for any error (human or otherwise), 
omission or breakdown in providing these services.

8 SUCCESSFUL BIDS

Unless the auctioneer decides to use his or her discretion as set out in 
paragraph C3 above, when the auctioneer’s hammer strikes, we have 
accepted the last bid. This means a contract for sale has been formed 
between the seller and the successful bidder. We will issue an invoice 
only to the registered bidder who made the successful bid. While we send 
out invoices by post and/or email after the auction , we do not accept 
responsibility for telling you whether or not your bid was successful. If you 
have bid by written bid, you should contact us by telephone or in person as 
soon as possible after the auction to get details of the outcome of your bid 
to avoid having to pay unnecessary storage charges.
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9 LOCAL BIDDING LAWS

You agree that when bidding in any of our sales that you will strictly 
comply with all local laws and regulations in force at the time of the 
sale for the relevant sale site.

D THE BUYER’S PREMIUM, TAXES AND ARTIST’S 
 RESALE ROYALTY

1 THE BUYER’S PREMIUM

In addition to the hammer price, the successful bidder agrees to 
pay us a buyer’s premium on the hammer price of each lot sold. 
On all lots we charge 25% of the hammer price up to and including 
£100,000, 20% on that part of the hammer price over £100,000 and 
up to and including £2,000,000, and 12% of that part of the hammer 
price above £2,000,000. 

2 TAXES 

The successful bidder is responsible for any applicable tax including 
any VAT, sales or compensating use tax or equivalent tax wherever 
such taxes may arise on the hammer price and the buyer’s premium. 
It is the buyer’s responsibility to ascertain and pay all taxes due. You 
can find details of how VAT and VAT reclaims are dealt with on the 
section of the catalogue headed ‘VAT Symbols and Explanation’. VAT 
charges and refunds depend on the particular circumstances of the 
buyer so this section, which is not exhaustive, should be used only as a 
general guide. In all circumstances EU and UK law takes precedence.  
If you have any questions about VAT, please contact Christie’s VAT 
Department on +44 (0)20 7389 9060 (email: VAT_London@christies.
com, fax: +44 (0)20 3219 6076).  Christie’s recommends you obtain 
your own independent tax advice.

For lots Christie’s ships to the United States, a state sales or use tax 
may be due on the hammer price, buyer’s premium and shipping 
costs on the lot, regardless of the nationality or citizenship of the 
purchaser.  Christie’s is currently required to collect sales tax for lots 
it ships to the state of New York. The applicable sales tax rate will be 
determined based upon the state, county, or locale to which the lot 
will be shipped. Successful bidders claiming an exemption from sales 
tax must provide appropriate documentation to Christie’s prior to the 
release of the lot. For shipments to those states for which Christie’s is 
not required to collect sales tax, a successful bidder may be required to 
remit use tax to that state’s taxing authorities.  Christie’s recommends 
you obtain your own independent tax advice with further questions.

3 ARTIST’S RESALE ROYALTY

In certain countries, local laws entitle the artist or the artist’s estate 
to a royalty known as ‘artist’s resale right’ when any lot created by 
the artist is sold. We identify these lots with the symbol λ next to 
the lot number. If these laws apply to a lot, you must pay us an 
extra amount equal to the royalty. We will pay the royalty to the 
appropriate authority on the seller’s behalf.

The artist’s resale royalty applies if the hammer price of the lot is 
1,000 euro or more. The total royalty for any lot cannot be more than 
12,500 euro. We work out the amount owed as follows:

Royalty for the portion of the hammer price 
(in euros)

4% up to 50,000

3% between 50,000.01 and 200,000

1% between 200,000.01 and 350,000

0.50% between 350,000.01 and 500,000

over 500,000, the lower of 0.25% and 12,500 euro.

We will work out the artist’s resale royalty using the euro to sterling rate 
of exchange of the European Central Bank on the day of the auction.

E WARRANTIES 

1 SELLER’S WARRANTIES

For each lot, the seller gives a warranty that the seller:

(a) is the owner of the lot or a joint owner of the lot acting with the 
permission of the other co-owners or, if the seller is not the owner or 
a joint owner of the lot, has the permission of the owner to sell the 
lot, or the right to do so in law; and

(b) has the right to transfer ownership of the lot to the buyer without 
any restrictions or claims by anyone else.

If either of the above warranties are incorrect, the seller shall not 
have to pay more than the purchase price (as defined in paragraph 
F1(a) below) paid by you to us. The seller will not be responsible to 
you for any reason for loss of profits or business, expected savings, 
loss of opportunity or interest, costs, damages, other damages or 
expenses. The seller gives no warranty in relation to any lot other 
than as set out above and, as far as the seller is allowed by law, all 
warranties from the seller to you, and all other obligations upon the 
seller which may be added to this agreement by law, are excluded.

2 OUR AUTHENTICITY WARRANTY 

We warrant, subject to the terms below, that the lots in our sales 
are authentic (our ‘authenticity warranty’). If, within five years of 
the date of the auction, you satisfy us that your lot is not authentic, 
subject to the terms below, we will refund the purchase price paid 
by you. The meaning of authentic can be found in the glossary at 
the end of these Conditions of Sale. The terms of the authenticity 
warranty are as follows:

(a) It will be honoured for a period of five years from the date of 
the auction. After such time, we will not be obligated to honour the 
authenticity warranty.

(b) It is given only for information shown in UPPERCASE type in the 
first line of the catalogue description (the ‘Heading’). It does not 
apply to any information other than in the Heading even if shown 
in UPPERCASE type.

(c) The authenticity warranty does not apply to any Heading or part of 
a Heading which is qualified. Qualified means limited by a clarification 
in a lot’s catalogue description or by the use in a Heading of one of the 
terms listed in the section titled Qualified Headings on the page of the 
catalogue headed ‘Important Notices and Explanation of Cataloguing 
Practice’. For example, use of the term ‘ATTRIBUTED TO…’ in a 

Heading means that the lot is in Christie’s opinion probably a work by 
the named artist but no warranty is provided that the lot is the work of 
the named artist. Please read the full list of Qualified Headings and a 
lot’s full catalogue description before bidding.

(d) The authenticity warranty applies to the Heading as amended 
by any Saleroom Notice.

(e) The authenticity warranty does not apply where scholarship 
has developed since the auction leading to a change in generally 
accepted opinion. Further, it does not apply if the Heading either 
matched the generally accepted opinion of experts at the date of the 
sale or drew attention to any conflict of opinion.

(f) The authenticity warranty does not apply if the lot can only be 
shown not to be authentic by a scientific process which, on the date 
we published the catalogue, was not available or generally accepted 
for use, or which was unreasonably expensive or impractical, or 
which was likely to have damaged the lot.
(g) The benefit of the authenticity warranty is only available to the 
original buyer shown on the invoice for the lot issued at the time of 
the sale and only if the original buyer has owned the lot continuously 
between the date of the auction and the date of claim. It may not be 
transferred to anyone else. 

(h) In order to claim under the authenticity warranty you must:

(i) give us written details, including full supporting evidence, of any 
claim within five years of the date of the auction;

(ii) at Christie’s option, we may require you to provide the written 
opinions of two recognised experts in the field of the lot mutually 
agreed by you and us in advance confirming that the lot is not 
authentic. If we have any doubts, we reserve the right to obtain 
additional opinions at our expense; and

(iii) return the lot at your expense to the saleroom from which you 
bought it in the condition it was in at the time of sale. 

(i) Your only right under this authenticity warranty is to cancel the 
sale and receive a refund of the purchase price paid by you to us. 
We will not, in any circumstances, be required to pay you more than 
the purchase price nor will we be liable for any loss of profits or 
business, loss of opportunity or value, expected savings or interest, 
costs, damages, other damages or expenses.

(j) Books. Where the lot is a book, we give an additional warranty 
for 14 days from the date of the sale that if on collation any lot is 
defective in text or illustration, we will refund your purchase price, 
subject to the following terms:

(a) This additional warranty does not apply to:

(i) the absence of blanks, half titles, tissue guards or advertisements, 
damage in respect of bindings, stains, spotting, marginal tears or other 
defects not affecting completeness of the text or illustration; 

(ii) drawings, autographs, letters or manuscripts, signed photographs, 
music, atlases, maps or periodicals; 

(iii) books not identified by title; 

(iv) lots sold without a printed estimate; 

(v)  books which are described in the catalogue as sold not subject 
to return; or

(vi) defects stated in any condition report or announced at the 
time of sale.

(b) To make a claim under this paragraph you must give written 
details of the defect and return the lot to the sale room at which you 
bought it in the same condition as at the time of sale, within 14 days 
of the date of the sale.

(k) South East Asian Modern and Contemporary Art and Chinese 
Calligraphy and Painting. 

In these categories, the authenticity warranty does not apply 
because current scholarship does not permit the making of definitive 
statements.  Christie’s does, however, agree to cancel a sale in either 
of these two categories of art where it has been proven the lot is a 
forgery. Christie’s will refund to the original buyer the purchase price 
in accordance with the terms of Christie’s authenticity warranty, 
provided that the original buyer notifies us with full supporting 
evidence documenting the forgery claim within twelve (12) months 
of the date of the auction. Such evidence must be satisfactory to us 
that the lot is a forgery in accordance with paragraph E2(h)(ii) above 
and the lot must be returned to us in accordance with E2h(iii) above. 
Paragraphs E2(b), (c), (d), (e), (f) and (g) and (i) also apply to a claim 
under these categories.

F PAYMENT 

1 HOW TO PAY

(a) Immediately following the auction, you must pay the purchase 
price being:

(i) the hammer price; and

(ii) the buyer’s premium; and

(iii) any amounts due under section D3 above; and

(iv) any duties, goods, sales, use, compensating or service tax or VAT.

Payment is due no later than by the end of the seventh calendar day 
following the date of the auction (the ‘due date’). 

(b) We will only accept payment from the registered bidder. Once 
issued, we cannot change the buyer’s name on an invoice or re-issue 
the invoice in a different name. You must pay immediately even if 
you want to export the lot and you need an export licence. 

(c) You must pay for lots bought at Christie’s in the United Kingdom 
in the currency stated on the invoice in one of the following ways: 

(i) Wire transfer 

You must make payments to:

Lloyds Bank Plc, City Office, PO Box 217, 72 Lombard Street, London 
EC3P 3BT. Account number: 00172710, sort code: 30-00-02 Swift 
code: LOYDGB2LCTY. IBAN (international bank account number): 
GB81 LOYD 3000 0200 1727 10.

(ii) Credit Card.

We accept most major credit cards subject to certain conditions. To 
make a ‘cardholder not present’ (CNP) payment, you must complete 
a CNP authorisation form which you can get from our Cashiers 
Department. You must send a completed CNP authorisation form 
by fax to +44 (0)20 7389 2869 or by post to the address set out in 
paragraph (d) below. If you want to make a CNP payment over the 

telephone, you must call +44 (0)20 7839 9060. CNP payments cannot 
be accepted by all salerooms and are subject to certain restrictions. 
Details of the conditions and restrictions applicable to credit card 
payments are available from our Cashiers Department, whose details 
are set out in paragraph (d) below. 

If you pay for your purchase using a credit card issued outside the 
region of the sale, depending on the type of credit card and account 
you hold, the payment may incur a cross-border transaction fee.  If 
you think this may apply to, you, please check with your credit card 
issuer before making the payment. We reserve the right to charge you 
any transaction or processing fees which we incur when processing 
your payment.

Please note that for sales that permit online payment, certain 
transactions will be ineligible for credit card payment.

(iii) Cash 

We accept cash subject to a maximum of £5,000 per buyer per year 
at our Cashier’s Department only (subject to conditions).

(iv) Banker’s draft 

You must make these payable to Christie’s and there may be conditions.

(v) Cheque 

You must make cheques payable to Christie’s. Cheques must be 
from accounts in pounds sterling from a United Kingdom bank. 

(d) You must quote the sale number, your invoice number and client 
number when making a payment. All payments sent by post must be 
sent to: Christie’s, Cashiers Department, 8 King Street, St James’s, 
London SW1Y 6QT. 

(e) For more information please contact our Cashiers Department by 
phone on +44 (0)20 7839 9060 or fax on +44 (0)20 7389 2869.

2. TRANSFERRING OWNERSHIP TO YOU

You will not own the lot and ownership of the lot will not pass to you 
until we have received full and clear payment of the purchase price, 
even in circumstances where we have released the lot to the buyer.  

3 TRANSFERRING RISK TO YOU 

The risk in and responsibility for the lot will transfer to you from 
whichever is the earlier of the following: 

(a) When you collect the lot; or 

(b) At the end of the 30th day following the date of the auction or, if 
earlier, the date the lot is taken into care by a third party warehouse 
as set out on the page headed ‘Storage and Collection’, unless we 
have agreed otherwise with you in writing.

4 WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DO NOT PAY

(a) If you fail to pay us the purchase price in full by the due date, we 
will be entitled to do one or more of the following (as well as enforce 
our rights under paragraph F5 and any other rights or remedies we 
have by law):

(i) to charge interest from the due date at a rate of 5% a year above the 
UK Lloyds Bank base rate from time to time on the unpaid amount due; 

(ii) we can cancel the sale of the lot. If we do this, we may sell the lot 
again, publicly or privately on such terms we shall think necessary or 
appropriate, in which case you must pay us any shortfall between the 
purchase price and the proceeds from the resale. You must also pay all 
costs, expenses, losses, damages and legal fees we have to pay or may 
suffer and any shortfall in the seller’s commission on the resale;

(iii) we can pay the seller an amount up to the net proceeds payable 
in respect of the amount bid by your default in which case you 
acknowledge and understand that Christie’s will have all of the 
rights of the seller to pursue you for such amounts;

(iv) we can hold you legally responsible for the purchase price and 
may begin legal proceedings to recover it together with other losses, 
interest, legal fees and costs as far as we are allowed by law; 

(v) we can take what you owe us from any amounts which we or 
any company in the Christie’s Group may owe you (including any 
deposit or other part-payment which you have paid to us); 

(vi) we can, at our option, reveal your identity and contact details to 
the seller;

(vii) we can reject at any future auction any bids made by or on 
behalf of the buyer or to obtain a deposit from the buyer before 
accepting any bids;

(viii) to exercise all the rights and remedies of a person holding 
security over any property in our possession owned by you, whether 
by way of pledge, security interest or in any other way as permitted 
by the law of the place where such property is located. You will be 
deemed to have granted such security to us and we may retain such 
property as collateral security for your obligations to us; and

(ix) we can take any other action we see necessary or appropriate.

(b) If you owe money to us or to another Christie’s Group company, 
we can use any amount you do pay, including any deposit or other 
part-payment you have made to us, or which we owe you, to pay off 
any amount you owe to us or another Christie’s Group company for 
any transaction.

(c) If you make payment in full after the due date, and we choose 
to accept such payment we may charge you storage and transport 
costs from the date that is 30 calendar days following the auction 
in accordance with paragraphs Gd(i) and (ii). In such circumstances 
paragraph Gd(iv) shall apply. 

5 KEEPING YOUR PROPERTY 

If you owe money to us or to another Christie’s Group company, 
as well as the rights set out in F4 above, we can use or deal 
with any of your property we hold or which is held by another 
Christie’s Group company in any way we are allowed to by law. 
We will only release your property to you after you pay us or the 
relevant Christie’s Group company in full for what you owe. 
However, if we choose, we can also sell your property in any 
way we think appropriate. We will use the proceeds of the sale 
against any amounts you owe us and we will pay any amount left 
from that sale to you. If there is a shortfall, you must pay us any 
difference between the amount we have received from the sale 
and the amount you owe us.



G COLLECTION AND STORAGE 

(a) We ask that you collect purchased lots promptly following the 
auction (but note that you may not collect any lot until you have 
made full and clear payment of all amounts due to us).
(b) Information on collecting lots is set out on the storage and collection 
page and on an information sheet which you can get from the bidder 
registration staff or Christie’s cashiers on +44 (0)20 7839 9060.

(c) If you do not collect any lot promptly following the auction we 
can, at our option, remove the lot to another Christie’s location or an 
affiliate or third party warehouse.

(d) If you do not collect a lot by the end of the 30th day following the 
date of the auction, unless otherwise agreed in writing:

(i) we will charge you storage costs from that date.

(ii) we can at our option move the lot to or within  an affiliate or third 
party warehouse and charge you transport costs and administration 
fees for doing so.

(iii) we may sell the lot in any commercially reasonable way we 
think appropriate.

(iv) the storage terms which can be found at christies.com/storage 
shall apply.

(v) Nothing in this paragraph is intended to limit our rights under 
paragraph F4.

H TRANSPORT AND SHIPPING

1  TRANSPORT AND SHIPPING

We will enclose a transport and shipping form with each invoice sent 
to you. You must make all transport and shipping arrangements. 
However, we can arrange to pack, transport and ship your property 
if you ask us to and pay the costs of doing so. We recommend that 
you ask us for an estimate, especially for any large items or items 
of high value that need professional packing before you bid. We 
may also suggest other handlers, packers, transporters or experts if 
you ask us to do so. For more information, please contact Christie’s 
Art Transport on +44 (0)20 7839 9060. See the information set 
out at www.christies.com/shipping or contact us at arttransport_
london@christies.com. We will take reasonable care when we are 
handling, packing, transporting and shipping a lot. However, if we 
recommend another company for any of these purposes, we are not 
responsible for their acts, failure to act or neglect.

2 EXPORT AND IMPORT

Any lot sold at auction may be affected by laws on exports from 
the country in which it is sold and the import restrictions of other 
countries. Many countries require a declaration of export for property 
leaving the country and/or an import declaration on entry of property 
into the country. Local laws may prevent you from importing a lot 
or may prevent you selling a lot in the country you import it into. 

(a) You alone are responsible for getting advice about and meeting 
the requirements of any laws or regulations which apply to 
exporting or importing any lot prior to bidding. If you are refused 
a licence or there is a delay in getting one, you must still pay 
us in full for the lot. We may be able to help you apply for the 
appropriate licences if you ask us to and pay our fee for doing so. 
However, we cannot guarantee that you will get one. 

For more information, please contact Christie’s Art Transport 
Department on +44 (0)20 7839 9060. See the information set out 
at www.christies.com/shipping or contact us at arttransport_
london@christies.com. 

(b) Lots made of protected species
Lots made of or including (regardless of the percentage) endangered 
and other protected species of wildlife are marked with the symbol 
~ in the catalogue. This material includes, among other things, ivory, 
tortoiseshell, crocodile skin, rhino ceros horn, whalebone, certain 
species of coral, and Brazilian rosewood. You should check the 
relevant customs laws and regulations before bidding on any lot 
containing wildlife material if you plan to import the lot into another 
country. Several countries refuse to allow you to import property 
containing these materials, and some other countries require a 
licence from the relevant regulatory agencies in the countries of 
exportation as well as importation. In some cases, the lot can only 
be shipped with an independent scientific confirmation of species 
and/or age and you will need to obtain these at your own cost. If a 
lot contains elephant ivory, or any other wildlife material that could 
be confused with elephant ivory (for example, mammoth ivory, 
walrus ivory, helmeted hornbill ivory), please see further important 
information in paragraph (c) if you are proposing to import the lot 
into the USA. We will not be obliged to cancel your purchase and 
refund the purchase price if your lot may not be exported, imported 
or it is seized for any reason by a government authority. It is your 
responsibility to determine and satisfy the requirements of any 
applicable laws or regulations relating to the export or import of 
property containing such protected or regulated material.

(c) US import ban on African elephant ivory
The USA prohibits the import of ivory from the African elephant. 
Any lot containing elephant ivory or other wildlife material 
that could be easily confused with elephant ivory (for example, 
mammoth ivory, walrus ivory, helmeted hornbill ivory) can only 
be imported into the US with results of a rigorous scientific test 
acceptable to Fish & Wildlife, which confirms that the material is 
not African elephant ivory. Where we have conducted such rigorous 
scientific testing on a lot prior to sale, we will make this clear in the 
lot description. In all other cases, we cannot confirm whether a lot 
contains African elephant ivory, and you will buy that lot at your 
own risk and be responsible for any scientific test or other reports 
required for import into the USA at your own cost. If such scientific 
test is inconclusive or confirms the material is from the African 
elephant, we will not be obliged to cancel your purchase and refund 
the purchase price.

(d) Lots of Iranian origin
Some countries prohibit or restrict the purchase and/or import of 
Iranian-origin ‘works of conventional craftsmanship’ (works that are 
not by a recognised artist and/or that have a function, for example: 
bowls, ewers, tiles, ornamental boxes). For example, the USA prohibits 

the import of this type of property and its purchase by US persons 
(wherever located). Other countries, such as Canada, only permit the 
import of this property in certain circumstances. As a convenience to 
buyers, Christie’s indicates under the title of a lot if the lot originates 
from Iran (Persia). It is your responsibility to ensure you do not bid on 
or import a lot in contravention of the sanctions or trade embargoes 
that apply to you.

(e) Gold
Gold of less than 18ct does not qualify in all countries as ‘gold’ and 
may be refused import into those countries as ‘gold’. 

(f) Jewellery over 50 years old
Under current laws, jewellery over 50 years old which is worth 
£39,219 or more will require an export licence which we can apply 
for on your behalf. It may take up to eight weeks to obtain the export 
jewellery licence.

(g) Watches
(i) Many of the watches offered for sale in this catalogue are pictured 
with straps made of endangered or protected animal materials such 
as alligator or crocodile. These lots are marked with the symbol ~ in 
the catalogue. These endangered species straps are shown for display 
purposes only and are not for sale. Christie’s will remove and retain the 
strap prior to shipment from the sale site. At some sale sites, Christie’s 
may, at its discretion, make the displayed endangered species strap 
available to the buyer of the lot free of charge if collected in person from 
the sale site within one year of the date of the sale. Please check with 
the department for details on a particular lot.
For all symbols and other markings referred to in paragraph H2, 
please note that lots are marked as a convenience to you, but we do 
not accept liability for errors or for failing to mark lots.

I OUR LIABILITY TO YOU

(a) We give no warranty in relation to any statement made, or 
information given, by us or our representatives or employees, about 
any lot other than as set out in the authenticity warranty and, as 
far as we are allowed by law, all warranties and other terms which 
may be added to this agreement by law are excluded. The seller’s 
warranties contained in paragraph E1 are their own and we do not 
have any liability to you in relation to those warranties.

(b) (i) We are not responsible to you for any reason (whether for 
breaking this agreement or any other matter relating to your 
purchase of, or bid for, any lot) other than in the event of fraud or 
fraudulent misrepresentation by us or other than as expressly set out 
in these Conditions of Sale; or

(ii) give any representation, warranty or guarantee or assume 
any liability of any kind in respect of any lot with regard to 
merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, description, size, 
quality, condition, attribution, authenticity, rarity, importance, 
medium, provenance, exhibition history, literature, or historical 
relevance. Except as required by local law, any warranty of any kind 
is excluded by this paragraph.

(c) In particular, please be aware that our written and telephone 
bidding services, Christie’s LIVE™, condition reports, currency 
converter and saleroom video screens are free services and we are 
not responsible to you for any error (human or otherwise), omission 
or breakdown in these services.

(d) We have no responsibility to any person other than a buyer in 
connection with the purchase of any lot.
(e) If, in spite of the terms in paragraphs (a) to (d) or E2(i) above, we 
are found to be liable to you for any reason, we shall not have to 
pay more than the purchase price paid by you to us. We will not be 
responsible to you for any reason for loss of profits or business, loss 
of opportunity or value, expected savings or interest, costs, damages, 
or expenses.

J OTHER TERMS

1 OUR ABILITY TO CANCEL

In addition to the other rights of cancellation contained in this 
agreement, we can cancel a sale of a lot if we reasonably believe 
that completing the transaction is, or may be, unlawful or that the 
sale places us or the seller under any liability to anyone else or may 
damage our reputation.

2 RECORDINGS

We may videotape and record proceedings at any auction. We will 
keep any personal information confidential, except to the extent 
disclosure is required by law. However, we may, through this process, 
use or share these recordings with another Christie’s Group company 
and marketing partners to analyse our customers and to help us to 
tailor our services for buyers. If you do not want to be videotaped, you 
may make arrangements to make a telephone or written bid or bid on 
Christie’s LIVE™ instead. Unless we agree otherwise in writing, you 
may not videotape or record proceedings at any auction.

3 COPYRIGHT

We own the copyright in all images, illustrations and written material 
produced by or for us relating to a lot (including the contents of our 
catalogues unless otherwise noted in the catalogue). You cannot 
use them without our prior written permission. We do not offer any 
guarantee that you will gain any copyright or other reproduction 
rights to the lot.

4 ENFORCING THIS AGREEMENT

If a court finds that any part of this agreement is not valid or is illegal 
or impossible to enforce, that part of the agreement will be treated 
as being deleted and the rest of this agreement will not be affected. 

5 TRANSFERRING YOUR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

You may not grant a security over or transfer your rights or 
responsibilities under these terms on the contract of sale with the 
buyer unless we have given our written permission. This agreement 
will be binding on your successors or estate and anyone who takes 
over your rights and responsibilities. 

6 TRANSLATIONS 

If we have provided a translation of this agreement, we will use this 
original version in deciding any issues or disputes which arise under 
this agreement.

7 PERSONAL INFORMATION 

We will hold and process your personal information and may pass it 
to another Christie’s Group company for use as described in, and in 
line with, our privacy policy at www.christies.com.

8 WAIVER

No failure or delay to exercise any right or remedy provided under 
these Conditions of Sale shall constitute a waiver of that or any other 
right or remedy, nor shall it prevent or restrict the further exercise of 
that or any other right or remedy. No single or partial exercise of such 
right or remedy shall prevent or restrict the further exercise of that or 
any other right or remedy.

9 LAW AND DISPUTES

This agreement, and any non-contractual obligations arising out of 
or in connection with this agreement, or any other rights you may 
have relating to the purchase of a lot will be governed by the laws 
of England and Wales. Before we or you start any court proceedings 
(except in the limited circumstances where the dispute, controversy 
or claim is related to proceedings brought by someone else and this 
dispute could be joined to those proceedings), we agree we will each 
try to settle the dispute by mediation following the Centre for Effective 
Dispute Resolution (CEDR) Model Mediation Procedure. We will use a 
mediator affiliated with CEDR who we and you agree to. If the dispute 
is not settled by mediation, you agree for our benefit that the dispute 
will be referred to and dealt with exclusively in the courts of England 
and Wales. However, we will have the right to bring proceedings 
against you in any other court.

10 REPORTING ON WWW.CHRISTIES.COM

Details of all lots sold by us, including catalogue descriptions 
and prices, may be reported on www.christies.com. Sales totals 
are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, 
financing fees, or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. We regret 
that we cannot agree to requests to remove these details from www.
christies.com.

K GLOSSARY 

authentic: a genuine example, rather than a copy or forgery of:

(i) the work of a particular artist, author or manufacturer, if  the 
lot is described in the Heading as the work of that artist, author or 
manufacturer;

(ii) a work created within a particular period or culture, if the lot is 
described in the Heading as a work created during that period or 
culture;

(iii) a work for a particular origin source if the lot is described in the 
Heading as being of that origin or source; or

(iv) in the case of gems, a work which is made of a particular 
material, if the lot is described in the Heading as being made of 
that material.

authenticity warranty: the guarantee we give in this agreement that 
a lot is authentic as set out in section E2 of this agreement.

buyer’s premium: the charge the buyer pays us along with the 
hammer price.

catalogue description:  the description of a lot in the catalogue for 
the auction, as amended by any saleroom notice.

Christie’s Group: Christie’s International Plc, its subsidiaries and 
other companies within its corporate group.

condition: the physical condition of a lot.
due date: has the meaning given to it in paragraph F1(a).

estimate: the price range included in the catalogue or any saleroom 
notice within which we believe a lot may sell. Low estimate means 
the lower figure in the range and high estimate means the higher 
figure. The mid estimate is the midpoint between the two.

hammer price: the amount of the highest bid the auctioneer accepts 
for the sale of a lot.
Heading: has the meaning given to it in paragraph E2.

lot: an item to be offered at auction (or two or more items to be 
offered at auction as a group). 

other damages: any special, consequential, incidental or indirect 
damages of any kind or any damages which fall within the meaning 
of ‘special’, ‘incidental’ or ‘consequential’ under local law.

purchase price: has the meaning given to it in paragraph F1(a).

provenance: the ownership history of a lot.
qualified: has the meaning given to it in paragraph E2 and Qualified 
Headings means the section headed Qualified Headings on the 
page of the catalogue headed ‘Important Notices and Explanation 
of Cataloguing Practice’.

reserve: the confidential amount below which we will not sell a lot.
saleroom notice: a written notice posted next to the lot in the 
saleroom and on www.christies.com, which is also read to prospective 
telephone bidders and notified to clients who have left commission 
bids, or an announcement made by the auctioneer either at the 
beginning of the sale, or before a particular lot is auctioned.

UPPER CASE type: means having all capital letters.

warranty: a statement or representation in which the person making 
it guarantees that the facts set out in it are correct.
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1. We CANNOT offer 
refunds of VAT amounts 
or Import VAT to buyers 
who do not meet all 
applicable conditions 
in full. If you are unsure 
whether you will be 
entitled to a refund, 
please contact Client 
Services at the address 
below before you bid.
2. No VAT amounts 
or Import VAT will be 
refunded where the total 
refund is under £100.

3. In order to receive 
a refund of VAT 
amounts/Import VAT (as 
applicable) non-EU buyers 
must:
(a) have registered to bid 
with an address outside 
of the EU; and
(b) provide immediate 
proof of correct export 
out of the EU within the 
required time frames of: 
30 days via a ‘controlled 
export’ for * and Ω lots. 
All other lots must be 
exported within three 
months of collection.

4. Details of the 
documents which you 
must provide to us to 
show satisfactory proof 
of export/shipping are 
available from our VAT 
team at the address below. 
We charge a processing 
fee of £35.00 per invoice 
to check shipping/export 
documents. We will waive 
this processing fee if you 
appoint Christie’s Shipping 
Department to arrange 
your export/shipping. 
 

5. If you appoint 
Christie’s Art Transport 
or one of our authorised 
shippers to arrange your 
export/shipping we 
will issue you with an 
export invoice with the 
applicable VAT or duties 
cancelled as outlined 
above. If you later cancel 
or change the shipment 
in a manner that infringes 
the rules outlined above 
we will issue a revised 
invoice charging you all 
applicable taxes/charges.

6. If you ask us to 
re-invoice you under 
normal UK VAT rules (as 
if the lot had been sold 
with a † symbol) instead 
of under the Margin 
Scheme the lot may 
become ineligible to be 
resold using the Margin 
Schemes. Movement 
within the EU must be 
within 3 months from 
the date of sale. You 
should take professional 
advice if you are unsure 
how this may affect you.

7. All reinvoicing 
requests must be received 
within four years from the 
date of sale.
If you have any questions 
about VAT refunds 
please contact Christie’s 
Client Services on info@
christies.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 7389 2886. 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7839 1611.

Symbol

No 
Symbol

We will use the VAT Margin Scheme. No VAT will be charged on the hammer price.
VAT at 20% will be added to the buyer’s premium but will not be shown separately on our invoice.

† 
θ

We will invoice under standard VAT rules and VAT will be charged at 20% on both the hammer price and buyer’s premium and shown separately on our invoice.

For qualifying books only, no VAT is payable on the hammer price or the buyer’s premium.

*
These lots have been imported from outside the EU for sale and placed under the Temporary Admission regime. 
Import VAT is payable at 5% on the hammer price. VAT at 20% will be added to the buyer’s premium but will not be shown separately on our invoice.

Ω

These lots have been imported from outside the EU for sale and placed under the Temporary Admission regime.
Customs Duty as applicable will be added to the hammer price and Import VAT at 20% will be charged on the Duty Inclusive hammer price.  
VAT at 20% will be added to the buyer’s premium but will not be shown separately on our invoice.

α

The VAT treatment will depend on whether you have registered to bid with an EU or non-EU address:
•   If you register to bid with an address within the EU you will be invoiced under the VAT Margin Scheme (see No Symbol above).
•   If you register to bid with an address outside of the EU you will be invoiced under standard VAT rules (see † symbol above)

‡
For wine offered ‘in bond’ only. If you choose to buy the wine in bond no Excise Duty or Clearance VAT will be charged on the hammer.
If you choose to buy the wine out of bond Excise Duty as applicable will be added to the hammer price and Clearance VAT at 20% will be charged on the  
Duty inclusive hammer price. Whether you buy the wine in bond or out of bond, 20% VAT will be added to the buyer’s premium and shown on the invoice.

You can find a glossary explaining the meanings of words coloured in bold on this page at the end of the section of the catalogue headed ÔConditions of Sale’ VAT payable

VAT refunds: what can I reclaim?

If you are:

A non VAT registered 
UK or EU buyer

No VAT refund is possible

UK VAT registered 
buyer

No symbol 
and α

The VAT amount in the buyer’s premium cannot be refunded. 
However, on request we can re-invoice you outside of the VAT Margin Scheme under normal UK VAT rules (as if the lot had  
been sold with a † symbol). Subject to HMRC’s rules, you can then reclaim the VAT charged through your own VAT return.

* 
and Ω

Subject to HMRC’s rules, you can reclaim the Import VAT charged on the hammer price through your own VAT return when you are  
in receipt of a C79 form issued by HMRC. The VAT amount in the buyer’s premium is invoiced under Margin Scheme rules so cannot  
normally be claimed back. However, if you request to be re-invoiced outside of the Margin Scheme under standard VAT rules (as if the  
lot had been sold with a † symbol) then, subject to HMRC’s rules, you can reclaim the VAT charged through your own VAT return.

EU VAT registered 
buyer

No Symbol 
and α

The VAT amount in the buyer’s premium cannot be refunded. However, on request we can re-invoice you outside of the VAT Margin 
Scheme under normal UK VAT rules (as if the lot had been sold with a † symbol). 
See below for the rules that would then apply.

†
If you provide us with your EU VAT number we will not charge VAT on the buyer’s premium. We will also refund the VAT on the 
hammer price if you ship the lot from the UK and provide us with proof of shipping, within three months of collection.

* and Ω

The VAT amount on the hammer and in the buyer’s premium cannot be refunded. 
However, on request we can re-invoice you outside of the VAT Margin Scheme under normal UK VAT rules  
(as if the lot had been sold with a † symbol). 
See above for the rules that would then apply.

Non EU buyer  If you meet ALL of the conditions in notes 1 to 3 below we will refund the following tax charges:

No Symbol We will refund the VAT amount in the buyer’s premium.

† and α
We will refund the VAT charged on the hammer price. VAT on the buyer’s premium can only be refunded if you are an overseas business.
The VAT amount in the buyer’s premium cannot be refunded to non-trade clients.

‡ (wine only)

No Excise Duty or Clearance VAT will be charged on the hammer price providing you export the wine while ‘in bond’ directly outside  
the EU using an Excise authorised shipper. VAT on the buyer’s premium can only be refunded if you are an overseas business.  
The VAT amount in the buyer’s premium cannot be refunded to non-trade clients.

* and Ω We will refund the Import VAT charged on the hammer price and the VAT amount in the buyer’s premium.

VAT SYMBOLS AND EXPLANATION
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SYMBOLS USED IN THIS CATALOGUE

IMPORTANT NOTICES

Please note that lots are marked as a convenience to you and we shall not be liable for any errors in, or failure to, mark a lot.

º  
Christie’s has a direct financial interest 
in the lot. See Important Notices and 
Explanation of Cataloguing Practice.

∆

Owned by Christie’s or another Christie’s 
Group company in whole or part. See 
Important Notices and Explanation of 
Cataloguing Practice. 

♦

Christie’s has a direct financial interest in 
the lot and has funded all or part of our 
interest with the help of someone else. 
See Important Notices and Explanation of 
Cataloguing Practice.

λ

Artist’s Resale Right. See Section D3 of 
the Conditions of Sale. 

•
Lot offered without reserve which will be  
sold to the highest bidder regardless of the 
pre-sale estimate in the catalogue.

~ 
Lot incorporates material from  
endangered species which could result  
in export restrictions. See Section H2(b) of 
the Conditions of Sale.

?, *, Ω, α, #, ‡  
See VAT Symbols and Explanation.

■ 
See Storage and Collection Page.

The meaning of words coloured in bold in this section can be found at the end of the section of the catalogue headed ‘Conditions of Sale’.

BOOKS

If, on collation, any named item in this catalogue proves 
defective in text or illustration, the lot may be returned 
within 14 days of the sale with the defect stated in 
writing. This proviso shall not apply to defects stated 
in the catalogue or announced at the time of sale; nor 
to the absence of blanks, half titles, tissue guards or 
advertisements, damage in respect of bindings, stains, 
spotting, marginal tears, or other defects not affecting 
completeness of text or illustration; nor to drawings, 
autographs, letters or manuscripts, signed photographs, 
music, atlases, maps or periodicals; nor to books not 
identified by title; nor to lots sold without printed 
estimates or described in the catalogue as sold not 
subject to return.

Buyers are advised to clear their lots within ten days of 
the sale or storage charges will be incurred. 

Please note the Conditions of Sale printed at the end of 
this catalogue.

CHRISTIE’S INTEREST IN PROPERTY  

CONSIGNED FOR AUCTION

∆ Property Owned in part or in full by Christie’s
From time to time, Christie’s may offer a lot which it 
owns in whole or in part. Such property is identified in the 
catalogue with the symbol ∆ next to its lot number. 

º Minimum Price Guarantees
On occasion, Christie’s has a direct financial interest in 
the outcome of the sale of certain lots consigned for sale.  
This will usually be where it has guaranteed to the Seller 
that whatever the outcome of the auction, the Seller will 
receive a minimum sale price for the work. This is known 
as a minimum price guarantee.  Where Christie’s holds 
such financial interest we identify such lots with the 
symbol º next to the lot number. 

º♦ Third Party Guarantees/Irrevocable bids
Where Christie’s has provided a Minimum Price Guarantee 
it is at risk of making a loss, which can be significant, if the 
lot fails to sell.  Christie’s therefore sometimes chooses to 
share that risk with a third party. In such cases the third 
party agrees prior to the auction to place an irrevocable 
written bid on the lot. The third party is therefore 
committed to bidding on the lot and, even if there are no 
other bids, buying the lot at the level of the written bid 
unless there are any higher bids.  In doing so, the third party 
takes on all or part of the risk of the lot not being sold.  If 
the lot is not sold, the third party may incur a loss.  Lots 
which are subject to a third party guarantee arrangement 
are identified in the catalogue with the symbol º♦.  

In most cases, Christie’s compensates the third party in 
exchange for accepting this risk. Where the third party 
is the successful bidder, the third party’s remuneration 
is based on a fixed financing fee. If the third party is not 
the successful bidder, the remuneration may either be 
based on a fixed fee or an amount calculated against the 
final hammer price. The third party may also bid for the 
lot above the written bid. Where the third party is the 
successful bidder, Christie’s will report the final purchase 
price net of the fixed financing fee.  

Third party guarantors are required by us to disclose to 
anyone they are advising their financial interest in any lots 
they are guaranteeing. However, for the avoidance of any 
doubt, if you are advised by or bidding through an agent on a 
lot identified as being subject to a third party guarantee  you 
should always ask your agent to confirm whether or not he or 
she has a financial interest in relation to the lot.

Other Arrangements
Christie’s may enter into other arrangements not involving 
bids. These include arrangements where Christie’s has 
given the Seller an Advance on the proceeds of sale of the 
lot or where Christie’s has shared the risk of a guarantee 
with a partner without the partner being required to place 
an irrevocable written bid or otherwise participating in 
the bidding on the lot. Because such arrangements are 
unrelated to the bidding process they are not marked with 
a symbol in the catalogue.  

Bidding by parties with an interest
In any case where a party has a financial interest in a 
lot and intends to bid on it we will make a saleroom 
announcement to ensure that all bidders are aware 
of this. Such financial interests can include where 
beneficiaries of an Estate have reserved the right to bid on 
a lot consigned by the Estate or where a partner in a risk-
sharing arrangement has reserved the right to bid on a lot 
and/or notified us of their intention to bid.  

Please see http://www.christies.com/ financial-interest/ for 
a more detailed explanation of minimum price guarantees 
and third party financing arrangements.

Where Christie’s has an ownership or financial interest in 
every lot in the catalogue, Christie’s will not designate each 
lot with a symbol, but will state its interest in the front of 
the catalogue.

POST 1950 FURNITURE

All items of post-1950 furniture included in this sale 
are items either not originally supplied for use in a 
private home or now offered solely as works of art. 
These items may not comply with the provisions of the 
Furniture and Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations 
1988 (as amended in 1989 and 1993, the ‘Regulations’). 
Accordingly, these items should not be used as furniture 
in your home in their current condition. If you do intend 
to use such items for this purpose, you must first ensure 
that they are reupholstered, restuffed and/or recovered 
(as appropriate) in order that they comply with the 
provisions of the Regulations.
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COLLECTION LOCATION AND TERMS

Specifed lots (sold and unsold) marked with a flled 
square ( ■ ) not collected from Christie’s by 5.00 pm 
on the day of the sale will, at our option, be removed 
to Cadogan Tate Ltd. Christie’s will inform you if the 
lot has been sent ofsite. Our removal and storage 
of the lot is subject to the terms and conditions 
of storage which can be found at Christies.com/
storage and our fees for storage are set out in 
the table below - these will apply whether the lot 
remains with Christie’s or is removed elsewhere.
If the lot is transferred to Cadogan Tate Ltd, it will be 
available for collection from 12 noon on the second 
business day following the sale. 
Please call Christie’s Client Service 24 hours in 
advance to book a collection time at Cadogan Tate 
Ltd. All collections from Cadogan Tate Ltd. will be by 
pre-booked appointment only. 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7839 9060 
Email: cscollectionsuk@christies.com. 
If the lot remains at Christie’s it will be available for 
collection on any working day 9.00 am to 5.00 pm. 
Lots are not available for collection at weekends.

PAYMENT OF ANY CHARGES DUE

ALL lots whether sold or unsold will be subject 
to storage and administration fees.Please see the 
details in the table below. Storage Charges may be 
paid in advance or at the time of collection. Lots may 
only be released on production of the ‘Collection 
Form’ from Christie’s. Lots will not be released until 
all outstanding charges are settled.  

SHIPPING AND DELIVERY

Christie’s Post-Sale Service can organise local 
deliveries or international freight. Please contact 
them on +44 (0)20 7752 3200 or PostSaleUK@
christies.com. To ensure that arrangements for 
the transport of your lot can be fnalised before the 
expiry of any free storage period, please contact 
Christie’s Post-Sale Service for a quote as soon as 
possible after the sale.

PHYSICAL LOSS & DAMAGE LIABILITY

Christie’s will accept liability for physical loss  
and damage to sold lots whilst in storage. Christie’s 
liability will be limited to the invoice purchase 
price including buyers’ premium. Christie’s liability 
will continue until the lots are collected by you or 
an agent acting for you following payment in full. 
Christie’s liability is subject to Christie’s Terms and 
Conditions of Liability posted on www.christies.com.

ADMINISTRATION FEE, STORAGE & RELATED CHARGES

CHARGES PER LOT LARGE OBJECTS 
E.g. Furniture, Large Paintings  

& Sculpture

SMALL OBJECTS 
E.g. Books, Luxury, Ceramics, Small 

Paintings

1-30 days after the auction Free of Charge Free of Charge

31st day onwards: 

Administration Fee 

Storage per day 

 

Loss & Damage Liability

£70.00 

£8.00

£35.00 

£4.00

Will be charged on purchased lots at 0.5% of the hammer price or 

capped at the total storage charge, whichever is the lower amount.

All charges are subject to VAT. 
Please note that there will be no charge to clients who collect their lots within 30 days of this sale.
Size to be determined at Christie’s discretion.

COLLECTION FROM  
CADOGAN TATE LTD

Please note that Cadogan Tate Ltd’s opening hours are 

Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm and lots transferred to 

their warehouse are not available for collection at weekends.

CHRISTIE’S  
WAREHOUSE

Unit 7, Central Park

Acton Lane

London NW10 7NQ
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WRITTEN BIDS MUST BE RECEIVED AT LEAST 24 HOURS BEFORE THE AUCTION BEGINS.

CHRISTIE’S WILL CONFIRM ALL BIDS RECEIVED BY FAX BY RETURN FAX. IF YOU HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED CONFIRMATION WITHIN ONE BUSINESS DAY, PLEASE CONTACT THE BID DEPARTMENT: 
TEL: +44 (0)20 7389 2658  •  FAX: +44 (0)20 7930 8870  •  ON-LINE WWW.CHRISTIES.COM

Client Number (if applicable) Sale Number

Billing Name (please print)

Address

   Postcode

Daytime Telephone Evening Telephone

Fax (Important) E-mail

    Please tick if you prefer not to receive information about our upcoming sales by e-mail

I have read and understood this written bid form and the Conditions of Sale - Buyer’s Agreement

Signature     

If you have not previously bid or consigned with Christie’s, please attach copies of the following 

documents. Individuals: government-issued photo identification (such as a driving licence, national 

identity card, or passport) and, if not shown on the ID document, proof of current address, for 

example a utility bill or bank statement. Corporate clients: a certificate of incorporation. Other 

business structures such as trusts, offshore companies or partnerships: please contact the 

Compliance Department at +44 (0)20 7839 9060 for advice on the information you should supply. 

If you are registering to bid on behalf of someone who has not previously bid or consigned with 

Christie’s, please attach identification documents for yourself as well as the party on whose behalf 

you are bidding, together with a signed letter of authorisation from that party. New clients, clients 

who have not made a purchase from any Christie’s office within the last two years, and those 

wishing to spend more than on previous occasions will be asked to supply a bank reference. We 

also request that you complete the section below with your bank details:

Name of Bank(s)

Address of Bank(s)

Account Number(s)

Name of Account Officer(s)

Bank Telephone Number

WRITTEN BIDS FORM
CHRISTIE’S LONDON

4/12/15

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Lot number  Maximum Bid £  Lot number Maximum Bid £  
(in numerical order) (excluding buyer’s premium) (in numerical order) (excluding buyer’s premium)

14298

THE GIANCARLO BELTRAME LIBRARY OF 
SCIENTIFIC BOOKS, PART III
WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL 2017 AT 10.30 AM AND 2.00 PM   

8 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QT

CODE NAME: BORELLI 
SALE NUMBER: 14298 

(Dealers billing name and address must agree with tax exemption 
certificate. Once issued, we cannot change the buyer’s name on an 
invoice or re‑issue the invoice in a different name.)

BID ONLINE FOR THIS SALE AT CHRISTIES.COM

If you are registered within the European Community for VAT/IVA/TVA/BTW/MWST/MOMS 

Please quote number below:

BIDDING INCREMENTS
Bidding generally starts below the low estimate and 
increases in steps (bid increments)  of up to 10 per cent. 
The auctioneer will decide where the bidding should 
start and the bid increments. Written bids that do not 
conform to the increments set below may be lowered 
to the next bidding  interval.

UK£100 to UK£2,000 by UK£100s

UK£2,000 to UK£3,000 by UK£200s

UK£3,000 to UK£5,000  by UK£200, 500, 800  

  (eg UK£4,200, 4,500, 4,800)

UK£5,000 to UK£10,000  by UK£500s

UK£10,000 to UK£20,000  by UK£1,000s

UK£20,000 to UK£30,000  by UK£2,000s

UK£30,000 to UK£50,000  by UK£2,000, 5,000, 8,000  

  (eg UK£32,200, 35,000, 

  38,000)

UK£50,000 to UK£100,000  by UK£5,000s

UK£100,000 to UK£120,000  by UK£10,000s

Above UK£200,000  at auctioneer’s discretion

The auctioneer may vary the increments during the 
course of the auction at his or her own discretion.

1.  I request Christie’s to bid on the stated lots up to 
the maximum bid I have indicated for each lot. 
2.  I understand that if my bid is successful, the amount 
payable will be the sum of the hammer price and the 
buyer’s premium (together with any taxes chargeable 
on the hammer price and buyer’s premium and any 
applicable Artist’s Resale Royalty in accordance with the 
Conditions of Sale - Buyer’s Agreement).  The buyer’s 
premium rate shall be an amount equal to 25% of the 
hammer price of each lot up to and including £100,000, 
20% on any amount over £100,000 up to and including 
£2,000,000 and 12% of the amount above £2,000,000.  
For wine and cigars there is a flat rate of 17.5% of the 
hammer price of each lot sold.
3.  I agree to be bound by the Conditions of Sale 
printed in the catalogue.
4.  I understand that if Christie’s receive written bids 
on a lot for identical amounts and at the auction these 
are the highest bids on the lot, Christie’s will sell the 
lot to the bidder whose written bid it received and 
accepted first. 
5.  Written bids submitted on ‘no reserve’ lots will, in the 
absence of a higher bid, be executed at approximately 
50% of the low estimate or at the amount of the bid if it 
is less than 50% of the low estimate.
I understand that Christie’s written bid service is a free 
service provided for clients and that, while Christie’s 
will be as careful as it reasonably can be, Christie’s 
will not be liable for any problems with this service or 
loss or damage arising from circumstances beyond 
Christie’s reasonable control.

Auction Results: +44 (0)20 7839 9060 
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Alexis de Tiesenhausen, Lynne Turner, 

Jay Vincze, Andrew Ward, David Warren, 

Andrew Waters, Harry Williams-Bulkeley, 

Martin Wilson, André Zlattinger

DIRECTORS
Zoe Ainscough, Cristian Albu, Marco Almeida, 

Maddie Amos, Katharine Arnold, Alexis Ashot, 

Alexandra Baker, Karl Barry, Sven Becker, 

Jane Blood, Piers Boothman, David Bowes-Lyon, 

Louise Broadhurst, Robert Brown, 

Lucy Campbell, Jason Carey, Sarah Charles, 

Romilly Collins, Ruth Cornett, Nicky Crosbie, 

Armelle de Laubier-Rhally, Eugenio Donadoni, 

Christopher O’Neil-Dunne, Anna Evans, 

Arne Everwijn, Adele Falconer, Nick Finch, 

Emily Fisher, Peter Flory, Elizabeth Floyd, 

Nina Foote, Christopher Forrest, Giles Forster, 

Zita Gibson, Alexandra Gill, Keith Gill, 

Leonie Grainger, Simon Green, David Gregory, 

Annabel Hesketh, Sydney Hornsby, Peter Horwood, 

Kate Hunt, Simon James, Sabine Kegel, 

Hans-Peter Keller, Tjabel Klok, Robert Lagneau, 

Joanna Langston, Tina Law, Adriana Leese, 

Tom Legh, Brandon Lindberg, Laura Lindsay, 

Murray Macaulay, Graeme Maddison, 

Sarah Mansfield, Nicolas Martineau, 

Roger Massey, Joy McCall, Neil McCutcheon, 

Michelle McMullan, Daniel McPherson, 

Neil Millen, Jeremy Morgan, Leonie Moschner, 

Giles Mountain, Chris Munro, Liberte Nuti, 

Beatriz Ordovás, Rosalind Patient, Anthea Peers, 

Keith Penton, Romain Pingannaud, Sara Plumbly, 

Anne Qaimmaqami, Marcus Rädecke, 

Pedram Rasti, Lisa Redpath, Sumiko Roberts, 

Tom Rooth, Alice de Roquemaurel, 

Francois Rothlisberger, Patrick Saich, 

Rosemary Scott, Tom Scott, Nigel Shorthouse, 

Dominic Simpson, Nick Sims, Clementine Sinclair, 

Sonal Singh, Katie Siveyer, Nicola Steel, 

Kay Sutton, Rakhi Talwar, Timothy Triptree, 

Thomas Venning, Edwin Vos, Amelia Walker, 

Rosanna Widen, Ben Wiggins, Sophie Wiles, 

Bernard Williams, Georgina Wilsenach, 

Toby Woolley, Geoff Young

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Guy Agazarian, Ksenia Apukhtina, Fiona Baker, 

Sarah Boswell, Mark Bowis, Phill Brakefield, 

Clare Bramwell, Jenny Brown, David Cassidy, 

Marie-Louise Chaldecott, Helen Culver Smith, 

Laetitia Delaloye, Charlotte Delaney, 

Milo Dickinson, Freddie De Rougemont, 

Grant Deudney, Howard Dixon, Virginie Dulucq, 

David Ellis, Antonia Essex, Kate Flitcroft, 

Eva French, Pat Galligan, Elisa Galuppi, 

Julia Grant, Pippa Green, Angus Granlund, 

Christine Haines, Coral Hall, Adeline Han, 

Charlotte Hart, Daniel Hawkins, Anke Held, 

Valerie Hess, Carolyn Holmes, Adrian Hume-Sayer, 

James Hyslop, Helena Ingham, Pippa Jacomb, 

Guady Kelly, Hala Khayat, Alexandra Kindermann, 

Julia Kiss, Polly Knewstub, Mark Henry Lampé, 

Aoife Leach, Rob Leatham, Antoine Lebouteiller, 

Peter Mansell, Stephanie Manstein, 

Amparo Martinez Russotto, Astrid Mascher, 

Georgie Mawby, David McLachlan, Lynda McLeod, 

Kateryna Merkalenko, Toby Monk, Rosie O’Connor, 

Christopher Petre, Louise Phelps, Eugene Pooley, 

Sarah Rancans, Alexandra Reid, Sarah Reynolds, 

Meghan Russell, Pat Savage, Julie Schutz, 

Hannah Schweiger, Angus Scott, Ben Slinger, 

James Smith, Graham Smithson, Mark Stephen, 

Annelies Stevens, Charlotte Stewart, 

Dean Stimpson, Dominique Suiveng, Keith Tabley, 

Iain Tarling, Sarah Tennant, Flora Turnbull, 

Paul van den Biesen, Mieke Van Embden, 

Ben Van Rensburg, Shanthi Veigas, Julie Vial, 

Assunta Grafin von Moy, Anastasia von Seibold, 

Zelie Walker-Noble, Tony Walshe, Gillian Ward, 

Chris White, Annette Wilson, Julian Wilson, 

Miriam Winson-Alio, Elissa Wood, 

Suzanne Yalcin-Pennings, Charlotte Young

ADVISORY BOARD
Pedro Girao, Chairman, 

Arpad Busson, Kemal Has Cingillioglu, 

Ginevra Elkann, I. D. Fürstin zu Fürstenberg, 

Laurence Graff, H.R.H. Prince Pavlos of Greece, 

Marquesa de Bellavista Mrs Alicia Koplowitz, 

Robert Manoukian, Rosita, Duchess of Marlborough, 

Countess Daniela Memmo d’Amelio, Usha Mittal, 

Çiğdem Simavi, The Earl of Snowdon
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